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O ! whik along the«tie«m of ttmey thy name 
Expanded tika, and gatheit all its fua$y 
Say, shall my littk baih attendant sail> 
Punuetheuiumphaadpaitakethapde? Pont, 
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■VBniXBO VOA T. CADBU, AKD W. DAVIES, STRAND. 

1807, 



D E t) I C A t I O K. 



TO 



JEDMOND MALONp, Esq* 



Mir beAA sik^ 

In every narfativtS, TVlieth^r historical di* 
biographical, Authenticity is of the utmost 
consequefade. Of this I have ever been so 
firmly persuaded, that I inscribed a former 
work to that person who was the best judge 
of its truth. I need not tell you I mean Ge- 
neral Paoli ; who, after his great, though un- 
successful, efforts to preserve the liberties 
of his country, has found an honourable 
asylum in Britain, where he has now lived 
many years the o])ject of Royal regard and 
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private respect; and whom I cannot name 
without expressing my very grateful sense of 
the uniform kindness which he has been 
pleased to shew me. 

The friends of Doctor Johnson can best 
judge, from internal evidence, whether the 
numerous conversations which form the most 
valuable part of the ensuing pages, are cor- 
rectly related. To them, therefore, I wish 
to appeal, for the accuracy of the portrait 
here exhibited to the world. 

As one of those who were intimately ac- 
quainted with him, you have a title to this 
address. You have obligingly taken the 
trouble to peruse the original manuscript of 
this Tour, and can vouch for the strict fide- 
lity of the present publication. Your li- 
terary alliance with our much lamented friend, 
in consequence of having undertaken to 'ren- 
der one of liis labours more complete, by 
your edition of Shakspeare, a work which I 
am confident will not disappoint the expec- 
tations of the publick, gives you another 
claim. But I have a still more powerful in- 
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ducement to prefix your name to this volume^ 
as it gives me an opportunitj of letting the 
world know that I enjoy the honour and hap-* 
piness of your friendship ; and of thus pul> 
lickly testifying the sincere regard with which • 
lam. 



My dear Sir, 



Your very faithful 



And obedient servant^ 



Lov B03r, 

20th September^ 1785. 



JAMES B0SWEI4U 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



JX> THE THIRD EDITION^ 



Animated by the very favourable reception 
which two large impressions of this work have 
had, it has been my study to make it as perfect as 
I could in this edition^ by correcting some inaccu- 
racies which I discovered myself^ and some which 
the kindness of friends^ or the scrutiny of adversaries 
pointed out* A few notes are added, of which 
the principal object is, to refute' misrepresentation 
and calumny. 

To the animadversions in the periodical Journals 
of criticism, and in the numerous publications to 
which my book has given rise, I have made no an* 
swer. Every work must stand or fall by its own 
merit. I cannot, however, omit this opportunity 
of returning ttianks to a gentleman who published 
a Defence of my Journal, and has added to the fa* 
vour by communicating his name to me in a very 
4>bl}ging letter. 

It would be an idle waste of time to take 
apy particular notice of the futile remarks, to 
many of which, a petty national resentment^ unwor* 
thy of my countrymen, bm probably given rise ; re- 
marks wliich have been. industriously circulated in 
the publick prints by shallow or envious cavillers^ 
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who have endeavoured to persuade the world that 
Dr. Johnson^s character has been lessened by recprd- 
ing such various instances of his lively wit and acute 
judgment, on every topick that was presented to 
his mind. In the opinion of eVery person of taste and 
knowledge that I have conversed with, it has been 
greatly heightened ; and I will venture to predict, 
that this specimen of the colloquial talents and &l* 
tonporaneous effusions of my illustrious fellow-tra* 
veller will become still more valuable, when, by the 
lapse of time, he shall have become an ancient; 
when all those who can now bear testimony to the 
transcendent powers of his mind, shall have passed 
away ; and no other memorial of this great and good 
man shall remain^ but the following Journal, the 
other anecdotes and letters preserved by his friends, 
and those incomparable works, which have for -many 
years been in the highest estimation, and will be 
read and admired as long as the English language 
shall be spoken or understood* 

J. B, 

Ii0.5Dpv^ 15th Aug. 178$, 
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PBEGNANCY MUCH IMPROVED BY CONTINUAL STUDT PROM 
HIS childhood: by which he had GOTTEN SUCH A 
PROMPTNESS IN EXPRESSING HIS MIND^ THAT HIS EXTBM- 
PORAL SPEECHES WERE LITTLE INFERIOR TO HIS PREMBDI- 
TATKD WRITINGS. MaNY^ NO DOUBT, HAD READ AS MUCH^ 
AND PERHAPS MORE THAN HE ', BUT SCARCE EVER ANT 

concocted his reading ind'o judgement as he did. 
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Ur. JOHNSON had for many years given me 
hopes that we should go together, and visit the 
Hebrides. Martin's Account of those islands had 
impressed os with a notion that we might there 
contemplate a system of life almost totally different 
from what we had been accustomed to see; and, to 
find simplidty and wildness^ and all the circum« 
itances of remote time or place^ so near to our 
native great island, was an object within the reach 
of reasonable curiosity* Dr. Johnson has said in 
his << Journey ^^ *Uhat he' scarcely remembered how 
the wish to visit the Hebrides was excited;** but 
he told me^ in summer, 1763, that his father put 
Martinis Account into his hands when he was very 
young, and that he was much pleased with it. We 
reckoned there would be some inconveuiencies and 
hardships^ and perhaps a little danger; but these 
ve were persuaded were magnified in the imagi- 
nation of every body. When I was at Femey^ in 
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1764, I mentioned our design to Voltaire. He 
looked at me^ as if I bad talked of going to the 
North Pole, and said, '^ You do not insist on 
my accompanying you ?"— * No, sir/ — " Then I 
am very willing you should go/* I was not 
afraid that our curious expedition would be pre- 
vented by such apprehensions ; but I doubted that 
it would not be possible to prevail on Dr. Johnson 
to relinquish, for some time, the felicity of a 
London life, which, to a man who can enjoy it 
with full intellectual relish, is apt to make exist- 
ence in any narrower sphere seem insipid or irk- 
some. I doubted that he would not be willing to 
come down from his elevated state of philosophi- 
cal dignity ; from a superiority of wisdom among 
the wise, and of learning among the learned ; 
and from flashing his wit upon minds bright 
enough to reflect it« 

He had disappointed my expectations so long^ 
that I began to despair; but in spring, IJ^TS* he 
talked of coming to Scotland that year with so 
much firmness, that 1 hoped he was at last in ear- 
nest. I knew that, if he were once lauached from 
the metropolis he would go forward very well ; 
and I got our common friends there to assist la 
setting him afloat. To Mrs. Thrale in particular^ 
whose enchantment over him sddom faited, I waa 
much obliged. It was, •' 77/ give thee a mndS*-^ 
" Thou art AiW.'* — To attract him, we bad invi- 
tations, from the chiefs Macdonald and Macleod^ 
and,^{or additional aid, I wrote to Lord Elibank^ 
Dr. William Robertson^ and Dr. Beattie*. 

To Dr. Robertson, so far as my letler conoemesl 
the present subject, I wrote as fbllaws : . : 
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" Our frienH, Mr. Samuel Johnson, is in great 
''health and spirits; and, I do think, has a serbus 
" resolution to visit Scotland this year. The more 
'' attraction, however, the better ; and therefore, 
"though I know he will be happy to meet you 
" there, it will forward the scheme, if, in your 
" answer to this, you express yourself concerning 
** it with that power of which you arp so happily 
''possessed; and which may be so directed as to 
" operate strongly upon him.'* 

His answer to that part of my letter was quite 
as I could have- wished. It was written with the 
address and persuasion of the historian of America. 
" When I feaw you last, you gave us some 
" hopes that you might prevail with Mr. Johnson 
" to make but that excursion to Scotland, with the 
" expectation of which we have long flattered our- 
" selves. If he could order matters so, as to pass 
" some time in Edinburgh, about the close of the 
" summer session, and then visit some of the High- 
" land scenes, I am confident he would be pleased 
" with the grand features of nature in many parts 
*' of this country : he will meet with many persons 
*' here who respect hira, and some whom I am per- 
" suaded he will think not unworthy of his esteem. 
" I wish he would make the experiment. He some- 
" times cracks his jokes upon us ; but he will find 
" that we can distinguish between the stabs of ma- 
" levolence, and t/ie rebukes of the righteous, which 
^^ are like excellent oil,^ and break noi the head. 

* Our friend Edmund Burke, who by this time had received some 
pretty severe strokes from Dr. Johnson, on account of the unhappv 
difference in their politicks, upon my repealing this passage to h in, 
exclaimed, •* Oil of vitriol !" 
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" Offer my best compliments to him, and assure 
•' him that I shall be happy to have the satisfac- 
" tion of seeing him under my roof/' 

To Dr. Beattie I wrote, ** The chief intention 
*^ of this letter is to inform you, that I now se- 
*' riously believe Mr. Samuel Johnson will visit 
** Scotland this year : but I wish that every power 
of attraction may be employed to secure our 
having so valuable an acquisition, and therefore 
I hope you will without delay write to me what 
^' I know you think, that I may read it to the 
" mighty sage, with proper emphasis, before I 
** leave London, which I must do soon. He talks 
*' of you with the same warmth that he did last 
year. We are to see as much of Scotland as we 
can, in the months of August and September. 
•* We shall not be long of being at Marischal 
*^ College.* He is particularly desirous of see- 
'^ ing some of- the Western Islands/' 

Dr. Beattie did better : ipse venit. He was, how^ 
ever, so polite as to wave his "privilege of m/jwf A/ 
rescribas, and wrote from Edinburgh^ as follows : 

Your very kind and agreeable favour of 
the 20th of April overtook me here yest^-day, 
** after having gone to Aberdeen, which place I 
^< left about a week ago. I am to set out this day 
" for London, and hope to have the honour of 
*' paying my respects to Mr. Johnson and you, 
about a week or ten da}* hence. I shall then 
do what I can, to enforce the topick you men- 
tion ; but at present I cannot enter upon it^ as I 












* This, I find, is a Scotticism. I Ahonid have said, " It will not 
be long before we shall be at Marischal CoUd||e/* 



TO THE HEBRIDES. 5 

** am in a very great hurry ; for I intend to begin 
'^ my journey within an hour or two.** 

He was as good as his word, and threw some 
pleasing motives into the northern scale. But^ 
indeed, Mr. Johnson loved all that he heard^ 
from one whom he tells us, in his Lives of the 
PoetSy Gray found ^' a poet^ a philosopher, and a 
good man*'* 

My Lord Elibank did not answer my letter to 
his lordship for some time. The reason will ap^ 
pear, when we come to the \s\eof Sky. I shall then 
insert my letter^ with letters from his lordship, 
both to .myself and Mr. Johnson. I beg it may be 
understood, that I insert my,bwi| letters, as I relate 
my own sayings, rather as keys to what is valuable 
belonging to others, than for their own sal^. 

Luckily Mr^ Justice (now Sir Robert) Cham* 
bers, who was about to sail for the East-Indies^ was 
going to take leave of his relations at Newcastle, 
and he conducted Dr. Johnson to that town. Mr. 
Scotty of University College, Oxford, (now Dr. 
Scott, of the Commons,) accompanied him from 
thence to Edinburgh. With such propitious con- 
voys did he proceed to my native city. But, lest, 
metaphor should make it be supposed he actually 
went by sea, * I choose to mention . that he travelled 
in post-chaises, of which the rapid motion was one 
of his most favourite amusements. 

Dr. Samuel Johnson*s character, religious, mo* 
ral, political, and literary, nay his figure and man^ 
ner, are, I believe, more generally known than those 
of almost any man; yet it may not be superiluou$ 
here to attempt a sketch of him. Let my readers 
then remember that he was a siucere and zealous 
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christian, of high church of England and monar- 
chical principles, which he would not tamely suWer to 
be questioned; steady and inflexible in maintain- 
ing the obligations of piety and virtue, both from a 
regard to the order of society, and from a veneration 
for the Great Source of all order ; correct, nay atera 
in his taste; hard to please, and easily ofiended, im- 
petuous and irritable in hjs temper, but of a most 
humane and benevolent heart; having a mind 
stored with . a vast and various collection of learning 
and knowledge, which he communicated with pe- 
culiar perspicuity and force, in rich and choice ex- 
pression. He united a most logical head with a most 
fertile imagination, which gave him an extraordi- 
nary advantage in arguing; for he could reason 
close or wide, as he saw best for the moment , He 
could, when he chose it, be the greatest sophist 
that ever wielded a weapon in the schools of decla- 
mation; but he indulged this only in conversation; 
for he owned he sometimes talked for victory ; he * 
was too conscientious to make errour permanent 
and pernicious, by deliberately writing it He was 
conscious of his superiority. He loved praise when 
it was brought to him ; but was too proud to seek 
for it He was somewhat susceptible of flattery. 
His mind was so full of imagery, that he might have 
been perpetually a poet. It has been often remark- 
ed, that in his poetical pieces, which it is to be re- 
gretted are so few, because so excellent, his style is 
easier than in his prose. There is deception in this: 
it is not easier, but better suited to the dignity of 
verse ; as •ne may dance with grace, wliose mo- 
tions, in ordinary walking,— in the common step, 
urc awkward. He had a constitutional melau-* 
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choly^ the clouds of whidi darkened the brightness 
of bis fancy, and ga^e a gloomy cast to bis whole 
course of thinking : yet^ though grave and awful 
in his deportment, when he thought it necessary 
or proper, he frequently indulged himself in plea- 
santry and sportive sallies* He was prone to su- 
perstition, but not to credulity. Though his ima* 
ginatioa might incline him to a belief of the mar- 
vellous, and the mysterious, his vigorous reasoA 
examined the evidence with jealousy. He had a 
loud voice, and a slow deliberate utterance, which no 
doubt gave some additional, weight to the sterb'ng 
metal of his conversation.* His person was lai^ge^ ro- 
bust, I may say approaching to the gigantick, and 
grown unwieldy from corpulency. His countenance 
was naturally of the cast of an ancient statue, but some^ 
what disfigured by the scars of that evil^ which, it 
was formerly imagined, the royal touch could cure. 
He was now in his sixty-fourth year, and was be- 
come a little dull of hearing. His sight had aU 
ways been somewhat weak ; yet, so much does 
mind govern, and even supply the deficiency of or- 
gans, that his perceptions were uncommonly quick 
and accurate. His head, and sometimes also his 
body, shook with a kind of motion like the effect 

* Lord Pembroke said once to me at Wiltoo, with a happy plea- 
untry, and some truth, that « Dr Johnson*s saying? would .not ap« 
pear so extraordinary^ were it not for his how-wow wuy :" but I admit 
tbe iruth of this only on some occasions. The Messiah, played upon 
the Canterbury organ^ is more sublime than when played upon an 
inferior ioatrument : but very slight muaick will seem grand, when 
conveyed to the ear through that majesfcick medium. IVhile thertfore 
i)r. JohmofCs sayings are read, let his manner he taken along with 
them. Let it however be observed, that the sayings themselves are 
generally great ; that, though he might be an ordinary composer at 
umes, be was for the most part a Handel. 
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of a palsy ; he appeared to be frequently disturbed 
by cramps, . or convulsive, contractions, * of th<t 
natuj'e of that distemper called St. Fttuss dance* 
He wore a full suit of plain brown clothes, with 
twisted* hair- buttons of the same colour, a large 
bushy greyish wig, a plain shirt, black worsted 
stockings, and silver buckles* Upon this tour, 
when journeying, he wore boots, and a very wida 
brown cloth great coat, with pockets which might 
bave almost held the two volumes of his folio dic- 
tionary ; and he carried in his hand a large English 
oak stick. Let me not be censured for mentioning 
such minute particulars. Every thing relative to 
so great a man is worth observing. I remember 
Dr. Adam Smith, in his rhetorical lectures at Glas- 
gow,, told us he was glad to know that Milton wore 
latchets in his shoes, instead, of buckles. When 
I mention the oak stick, it is but letting Hercules 
have his club; and, by-and-by, my readers will 
find this stick will bud> and produce a good joke. 
« This imperfect sketch of " the combikation 
and the/orm" of that Wonderful Man, whom I ve* 
nerated and loved while in this ^'prld, and after 
whom I gaze with : humble hope, now that it has 
pleased Almightt God to call him to a better 

* Sach they appeared Co me ; but eince the fim cditioa, Sir Joshba 
Beynolds hat ob'servctl to ine> ** that Dr. Johntcm's extraordinary 
gestures were only habits, in which he indulged himself at certain 
tiroes. When in company^ where he wm not free» or when engaged 
earnestly in conYersiMion, he never gave way to spch habits, which 
proves that they were not involuntary.*' I still howjever think, that 
these ^tuns were involuntary ; for surely had not that been the case, 
he would hate restrained them in the puUick streeu. 

[See the Author's Life of Dr. Johnson, i. 121, las, 5th edit J 
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world, will serve to introduce to the fancy of my 
readers the capital object of the foUowinfrjournaly in 
the course of which I IrxtBt they will attain to a con* 
fiderable degree of acquaintance with him. 

His prejudice against Sootlacd was announced 
almost as soon as he began to appear in the world 
of Letters. In his London^ a poem, are the foU 
lowing nervous lines : 

*' For who would leave, unbrib*d, Hibemla's hnd ? 
" Or change the rocks of Scotland for the Strand ? 
'' Tliere none are swept by sudden fate away ; 
" Bat all, whom banger spares^ with age decay.** 

The truth is^ like the ancient Greeks and Ro* 
mans^ he allowed himself to look upon all nations 
but his own as barbarians: not only Hibernia^ and 
Scotland^ but Spain^ Italy> and France, are at* 
tacked in the same poem. If he was particularly, 
prejudiced against the Scots^ it was because they 
were more in his way; because he thought their 
success in England rather exceeded the due propor- 
tion of their real merit ; and because he could not 
but see in them that nationality which I believe no 
liberal-minded Scotsman will deny. He was in- 
deed^ if I mf)y be allowed the phrase, at bottom 
inuch of a /oA» /Jm// ; much of a blunt true born 
Englishman* There was a stratum of common clay 
under the rock of marble. He was voraciously fond 
of good eating; ^nd he had a great deal of that qua* 
lity called humour, which gives an oiliaess and a 
gloss to every other quality. 

lam, I flatter myself, completely a citizen of the 
world. — In my travels through Holland, Germany, 
Switzerland^ Italy^ Corsipa^ France^ I never felt 
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myself from hoine ; and I sinoerely lore *^ every 
kindred and tongue and people and nation.'* ^I 
aabscribe to what my late truly learned and philo* 
sophical friend Mr. Crosbie said, that the English 
are better animals than the Scots; they are nearer 
the sun ; their blood is richer^ and more meUow : 
but when I humour any of them in an outrageous 
contempt of Scotland, I fairly own I treat them as 
children. And thus I have, at some moments^ 
found myself obliged to treat even Dr. Johnson. 

To Scotland however he ventured; and he re- 
turned from it in great good humour, with his pre- 
judices much lessened, and with very grateful feel- 
ings of the hospitality with which he was treated ; 
as is evident from that admirable work, his " Jour- 
ney to the Western Islands of Scotland," whichj to 
my utter astonishment, has been misapprehended^ 
even to rancour, by many of my countrymen. 

To have the company of Chambers and Scott, 
he delayed his journey so long, that the court of 
session, which rises on the eleventh of August, 
was broke up before he got to Edinburgh. 

Oit Saturday the fourteenth of August, 1778, late 
in the evening, I received a note from him, that he 
was arrived at Boyd's inn, at the head of the Canon- 
gate. I went to him directly. He embraced me 
cordially; and I exulted in the thought, that I now 
had him actually in Caledonia. Mr. Scott's amiable 
manners, and attachment to our Socrates^ at once 
united me to him. He told me that, biefore I came 
in, the Doctor had unluckily had a bad specimen 
of Scottish cleanliness. He then drank no fermented 
liquor. He asked to have his lemonade made sweet- 
er; upon which the waiter, with his greasy fingers. 
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lifted a lump of sugar^ and put it into it. The 
Doctor^ in indignation, threw it out of the window* 
Scott said, he was afraid he would have knocked 
the waiter down. Mr. Johnson told me, that such 
another trick was played him at the house of a lady 
in Paris. He was to do me the honour to lodge 
under my roof. I regretted sincerely that I bad not 
also a room for Mr. Scott. Mr. Johnson and I 
walked arm-in-arm up the High-street, to my house 
in James's court : it was a dusky night : I could not 
prevent his being assailed by the evening effluvis^ of 
Edinburgh. I heard a late baronet^ of some dis^ 
tinction in the political world in the beginning of the 
present reign, observe, that ^^ walking the streets 
of Edinburgh at night was pretty perilous, and a 
good deal odoriferous.*' The peril is much abated, 
by the care which the magistrates have taken to ei>* 
force the city laws against throwing foul water from 
the windows ; but from the structure of the houses 
in the old town, which consist of many stories, in 
each of which a different family lives, and there being 
no covered sewers, the. odour still continues. A zea« 
bus Scotsman would have wished Mr. Johnson to 
be without one of his five senses upon this occasion. 
As we marched slowly along, he grumbled in my 
ear, " I smell you in the dark !" But he acknow^ 
ledged that the breadth of the street, and the lof- 
tiness of the buildings on each side made a noble 
appearance. 

My wife had tea ready for him, which it is well 
Inown he delighted to drink at all hours, particu^ 
larly when sitting up late, and of which his able de- 
fence against Mr. Jonas Hanway should have ob« 
Gained him a magnificent reward from the East- 
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India Company* He shewed much complacency 
upon finding that the mistress of the house was so 
attentive to iiis singular habit; and as no man could 
be more polite * when he chose to be so, his address 
to her was most courteous and engaging; and his 
convereation soon charmed her into a forgetful- 
ness of his external appearance. 

I did not begin to keep a regular full journal 
till some days after we had set out from Edin- 
burgh; but 1 have luckily preserved a good many 
fragments of his Memorabilia from his very first 
evening in Scotland. 

We had, a little before this, had a trial for mur- 
der, in which the judges had allowed the lapse of 
twenty years since its commission as a plea in bar, 
in conformity with the doctrine of prescription in 
the civil law, which Scotland and several other 
countries in Europe have adopted. He at first dis- 
approved of this ; but then he thought there was 
something in it, if there had been foj- twenty years 
a neglect to prosecute a crime which was knoum. 
He would not allow that a murder, by not being 
discovered for twenty years, should escape punish- 
ment. We talked of the ancient trial' by duel. 
He did not think it so absurd as is generally sup- 
posed; "For (said he) it was only allowed when the 
question was in eguilibrio, as when one affirmed and 
another denied; and they had a notion that Provi- 
dence would interfere in favour of him who was in 
the right. But as it was found that in a duel, he 
who was in the right had not a better chance than 
he who was in the wrong, therefore society insti-j 
tuted the present mode of trial, and gave the ad-^ 
Y^x^tage to him who is ip the right.'* 
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We sat till near two in the morning, having 
chatted a good while after my wife left us. She 
bad insisted, that to shew all respect to the Sage, 
she would give up her own bed-chamber to him 
and take a worse. This I cannot but gratefully 
mention, as one of a thousand obligations which 
I owe her, since the great obligation of her being 
pleased to accept of me as her husband. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1 5. 

Mr, Scott came to breakfast;,^ at which I intro- 
duced to Dr. Johnson, and him, my friend Sir 
William Forbes, now of Pitsligo ; a man of whom 
too much good cannot be said; who, with distin- 
guished abilities and application in his profession of 
a Banker, is at once a good companion, and a good 
christian; which I think is saying enough. Yet 
it is but justice to record, that once, when he was 
in a dangerous illness, he was watched with the anx 
ious apprehension of a general calamity; day and 
night his house was beset with affectionate enqui- 
ries; and, upon his recovery, Te deum was the 
universal chorus from the hearts of his countrymen. 

Mr. Johnson was pleased with my daughter Ve- 
ronica,* then a child of about four months old. 
She had the appearance of listening to him. His 
motions seemed to her to be intended for her amuse- 
ment; and when he stopped, she fluttered, and 
made a little infantine noise, and a kind of signal 
for him to begin again. She would be held close 

* The satnt*8 namd of Feronica wat introduced into our familjr 
tbrough my great grandmother Veronica, Countess of Kincardine, 
a Dutch lady of the noble hoaae of Sommelsd yok, of wiiich tl^ere is 
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to hirti ; which was a proof, from simple nature, 
that his figure was not horrid. Her fondness for 
him endeared her still more to me, and I declared 
she should have five hundred pounds of additional 
fortune. 

We talked of the practice of the law. Sir Wil- 
liam Forbes said, he thought an honest lawyer should 
never undertake a cause which he was satisfied was 
not a just one. "Sir, (said Mr. Johnson,) a lawyer 
has no business with the justice or injustice of the 
cause which he undertakes, unless his client asks his 
opinion, and then he is bound to give it honestly. 
The justice or injustice of the cause is to be decided 
by the judge. Consider, sir ; what is the purpose 
of courts of justice ? It is, that every man may have 
his cause fairly tried, by men appointed to try causes. 
A lawyer is not to tell what he knows to be a lie : 
he is not to produce what he knows to be a false 
deed ; but he is not to usurp the province of the 
jury and of the judge, and determine what shall be 
the effect of evidence, — what shall be the result of 

a fall ftccount in Bayle*s Dictionary. The family had once a princely 
right in Surinam. vThe governour of that settlement was appointed 
by the States General, the town of Amstenlam, and Soinmelsdyck. 
The States G«;nenil have acquired Sommelsdyck's right j but the 
iamily has still great dignity and opulence, and by intermarriages is 
connected with many other noble families. When I was at the Hague, 
I was received with all the affection of kindred. The present Som« 
melsdyck has an important charge in the Republick, and is os wor- 
thy a man as lives. He has honoured me with his correspondence 
for these twenty years. My great grandfather, the husband of 
Countess Veronica, was Alexander, Earl of Kincardine, that emi- 
nent Royalist whose character is given by Burnet in his History of his 
own Times, From him the blood of Bruce flows in my veins. Of such 
ancestry who would not be proud ? And, as Nihil est, nisi hoc sciat 
alter, is peculiarly true pf genealogy, who would aot be glad to seize 
a fair opportunity. to let it be known. 
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legal argument. As it rarely happens that a man 
IS fit to plead his own cause, lawyers are a class of 
the community^ who^ by study and experience, have 
acquired the art and power of arranging evidence^ 
and of applying to the points at issue what the law 
has settled. A lawyer is to do for his client all 
that his cliient might fairly do for himself, if he 
could. If, by a superiority of attention, of know- 
ledge, of skill, and a better method of commu* 
nication, he has the advantage of his adversary^ 
it is an advantage to which he is entitled. There 
must always be some advantage, on one side or other; 
and it is better that advantage should be had by 
talents than by chance. If lawyers were to under- 
take no causes till they were sure they were just, 
a man might be precluded altogether from a trial 
ofhlsdaim, though, were it judicially exam>ned, 
it might be found a very just claim.**— This was 
sound practical doctrine, and rationally repressed a 
too refined scrupulosity of conscience. 

Emigration was at this time a common topick of 
discourse. Dr. Johnson regretted it as hurtful to 
human happiness : *^ For (said he) it spreads man* *, 
kind which weakens the defence of a nation, and 
lessens the comfort of living. Men, thinly scat- 
tered, make a shift, but a bad shift, without many 
things. A smith is ten miles off: they'll do without 
a nail or a staple. A taylor is far from them : they*U 
botch their own clothes. It is being concentrated 
which produces high convenience/* 

Sir William Forbes^ Mr. Scott, and I, accom- 
panied Mr. Johnson to the chapel, founded by Lord 
Chief Baron Smith, for the Service of the Chttrch 
of England. The Reverend^ Mr. Garre^ the senioe 
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clergyman, preached from these words, *' Because 
the Lord reigneth, let the earth be glad.** — I was 
sorry to think Mr, Johnson did not attend to the 
sermon, Mr. Carre's 'low voice not being strong 
enough to reach his hearing, A selection of Mr. 
Girre*s sermons has, since his death, been published 
by Sir William Forbes, and the world has acknow- 
ledged their uncommon merit. I am well as- 
sured Lord Mansfield has pronounced them to be 
excellent- 
Here I obtained a promise from Lord Chief 
Baron Orde, that he would dine at my house next 
liay. I presented Mr; Johnson to hi3 Lordship, 
who politely said to him, *^ I have not the honour 
of knowing you ; but I hope for it, and to aee 
you at my house. 1 am to wait on you to-mor- 
row.** This respectable £nglish judge will be 
long remembered in Scotland, where he buift an 
elegant house, and lived in it magnificently. His 
own ample fortune, with the addition of his salary, 
enabled him to be splendidly hospitable. It may 
be fortunate for an individual amongst ourselves to 
be Lord Chief Baron ; and a most worthy man now 
has the office; but, in my opinion, it is better for 
Scotland in general, that some of our publick em- 
ployments should be filled by gentlemen of distinc- 
tion from the south side of the Tweed, as we have 
the benefit of promotion in England. Such an in- 
terchange would make a beneficial mixture of man- 
ners, and render our union more complete. Lord 
Chief Baron Orde was on good terms with us all, 
in a narrow country filled with jarring interests and 
keen parties; and, though I well knew his opinion 
to be the aame with my own, he kept himself aloof 
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at a trery critical period indeed^ when the Douglas 
cause shook the sacred security of birth^rigkt 
in Scotland to its foundation ; a cause^ which had 
it happened before the Union, when there was 
no appeal to a British House of Lords, would have 
left the great fortress of honours and of property in 
ruins. 

When we got home. Dr. Johnson desired to see 
my books. He took down Ogden*s Sermons on 
Prayer, on which I set a very high value, having 
been much edified by them, and he retired with 
them to his room. He did not stay long, but soon 
joined us in the drawing room. I presented to him 
Mr. Robert Arbuthnot, a relation of the celebrated 
Dr. Arbuthnot, and a man of literature and taste. 
To him we were obliged for a previous recommen- 
dation, which secured us a very agreeable recep- 
tion at St. Andrews, and which Dr. Johnson, in 
his " Journey," ascribes to some invisible friend.** 

Of Dr. Beattie, Mr. Johnson said, '^ Sir, he has 
written like a man conscious of the truth, and feel- 
ing his own strength. Treating your adversary 
with respect is giving him an advantage to which 
he is not entitled. The greatest part of men can^^ 
not judge of reasoning, and are impressed by cha- 
racter ; so that, if you allow your adversary a re- 
spectable character, they will think, that though 
you differ from him, you may be in the. wrong. 
Sir, treating your adversary with respect, is striking 
soft in a battle. And as to Hume, — a man who 
has so much conceit as to tell all mankind that they 
have been bubbled for ages, and he is the wise man' 
who sees better than they,— a man who has so little 
scrupulosity as to venture to oppose those principles 

C 
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which have been thought necessary to human hap- 
piness^— is he to be surprized if another man comes 
and laughs at him ? If he is the great man he thinks 
himself, all this cannot hurt him : it is like throw- 
ing peas against a rock/* He added '* something much 
too roughj"' both as to Mr. Hume*s head and hearty 
which I suppress. Violence is, in my opinion, not 
suitable to the Christian cause. Besides, I always 
lived on good terms with Mr. Hume, though I have 
frankly told him, I was not clear that it was right 
in me to keep company with him. '^ But, (said I) 
how much better are you than your books !** He 
was cheerful, obliging, and instructive ; he was 
charitable to the poor; and many an agreeable 
hour have I passed with him : I have preserved 
. some entertaining and interesting memoirs of him, 
particularly when he knew himself to be dyings 
which I may some time or other communicate to 
the world. I shall not, however, extol him so very 
highly as Dr. Adam Smith does, who says, in a 
letter to Mr. Strahan the Printer (not a confidential 
letter to his friend, but a letter which is published* 
with all formality:) " Upon the whole, I have 
'< always considered him, both in his life time 
'< and since his death, as approaching as nearly to 
<' the idea of a perfectly wise and virtuous man as 
<' perhaps the nature of human frailty will permit/* 
Let Dr. Smith consider: Was not Mr. Hume 



* This letter, though shattered by the sharp shot of Dr. Home 
of OstfoT^$ wit, io the character of ** One of the People called Chris- 
** tians,** is still preSxed to Mr. Hume*9 excellent Histoiy of £og« 
gland, like a poor invalid on the piquet guard, or like a Ust of quack 
medicines sold by the same.booksetler, by whom a work of whaterer 
nataie it pubUsbed ; for it has n^ conacctioo with his History, let it. 
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blest with good health, good spirits, good friends, 
a competent and increasing fortune ? And had he 
not also a perpetual feast of fame ? But, as a learned 
friend has observed to iT)e, "What trials d^d he 
undergo to prove the perfection of his virtue ? Did 
he ever experience any great instance of adver- 
sity ?•• — ^When I read this sentence delivered by my 
old instructor, Professor of Moral Philosophy j 1 
could not help exclaiming with the Psalmist, 
" Surely I have now more understanding than nay 
'' teachers ?" 

While we were talking, there caitte a note to 
me from Dr. William Robertson. 

DEAR SIB, 

" I have been expecting every day to hear from 
" you, of Dr. Johnson's arrivaU Pray, what da 
you know about his motions ? I long to take 
him by the hand. I write this from the college, 
'' where I have only this scrap of paper. Ever 
" yours, 

" SUNDAY. W. R;* 

hm wlnt it may wilh wkat an called \iSl% Phihscpkic^l Woiks. A 
woithy friend of mine in London was lately consulted by a lady of qua* 
lity, of most distinguished merit, what was the best History of England 
for her ton to read. My friend recommended Humc^s. Bui^ upon 
reeoQccdng that its osher was a superlative panegyricfc on one, who 
endeaYOured to sap the credit of our holy religion, he revoked hia 
Rcommendation. I am really sorry for this ostentatious alliance; 
because I admire «' the Theory of Moral Sentiments^ and value 
the greatest part of *' An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the 
" Wealth of Nations.** Why should such a writer be so forgetful 
of human comfort, as to give any countenance to that dreary infide- 
lity which would ••make us poor indeed!" 
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It pleased me to find Dr. Robertson thus eager 
to meet Dr. Johnson. I was glad I could answer^ 
that he was come: and begged Dr. Robertson 
miglit be with us as soon as he could. 

Sir William Forbes, Mr. Scott, Mr. Arbuthnot, 
and another gentleman dined with us. '^ Come, 
Dr. Johnson, (said I,) it is commonly thought that 
our veal in Scotland is not good. But here is some 
which I believe you will like.**— There was no catchr 
ing him.-— Johnson. " Why, Sir, what is com- 
monly thought, I should take to be true. Your 
veal may be good ; but that will only be an ex- 
ception to the general opinion ; not a proof against 
it." 

Dr. Robertson, according to the custom of Edin- 
burgh at that time, dined in the interval between 
the forenoon and afternoon service, which was then 
later than now ; so we had not the pleasure of his 
company till dinner wais over, when he came and 
drank wine with us. And then began some ani- 
mated dialogue, of which here follows a pretty full 
note. 

We talked of Mr. Burke. — Dr. Johnson said, he 
had great variety of knowledge, store of imagery, 
copiousness of language. — Robertson. *^ He has 
wit too." — Johnson, " No, Sir ; he never succeeds 
there. 'Tis low ; His conceit. I used to say, 
Burke never once made a good joke.* What I most 

• This was one of the points upon which Dr. Johnson was 
strangely heterodox. For, surely, Mr. Burke, with his other re- 
markable qualities^ is also distinguished for his wit, and for wit of 
all kinds too : not merely that power of language which Pope choot^ 
to denominate wit : 

■ 

(True wit is Nature to advantage drest ; 

What oft was thought, but ne'er so well cxprcst.) 
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envy Burke for^ is, his being constantly the same. 
He is never what we call hum-drum ; never unwiU 

but sorprising allusioDs, brilliant tallies of vivacity, and pleasant 
conceits. His speeches in parliament are strewed with them. Take» 
for instance, the variety which he has given in his wide range, yet 
exact detail, when exhibiting his Reform Bill. And his conversatioD 
abounds in wit. Let me put down a specimen.— I told him, I 
had seen, at a Blue stocking assembly, a number of ladies sitting 
round a worthy and tall friend of ours, listening to his literature. 
" Ay, (said he) like maids round a May-pole.'*-^I told him, 1 bad 
found out a perfect definition of haman nature, as distinguished from 
the animal. An ancient philosopher said, Man was "a two-legged 
animal without feathers,** upon which his rival Sage had a Cock 
plucked bare, and set him down in the school before all the dis- 
ciples, as a " Philosophick Man." Dr. Franklin said, Man was 
** a tool-making animal,*' which is very well; for no animal 
but man makes a thiug, by means of which he can make another 
thing. But tbis applies to very few of the species. My definition 
of Man is, *' a Geoking animal.** The beasts have memory, judg- 
ment, and all the faculties and passions of ocir mind, in a certain 
ilegree; bat no beast is a cook. The trick of the monkey using the 
cat's paw to roast a chestnut, is only a piece of shrewd malice in that 
tUTpitnnui latia, which bumbles us so sadly by its similarity to 
Qs. Man alone can dress a good dish ; and every man whatever ia 
more or less a cook, in seasoning what he himself eats.— -Your defi- 
niiioQ b good, said Mr. Burke, and I now see the full force of the 
common proverb, *' There is reason in routing of eggs.** — ^When 
Mr. Wilkes, in his days of tumultuous opposition, was borne upon 
the shoulders of the mob, Mr. Burke (as Mr. Wilkes told me hinif 
sdf, with dassical admiration,) applied to him what Horace says of 
f'indar. 



Lege solutis. 



-nummique fertur 



Sir Joshua Reynolds, who agrees wkh me entinrly as to Mr* 
Burke's fertility of wit, said, that this was '* dignifying a pun.** 
He also observed, that he has often heard Burke say, in the course pf 
SB evening, ten good things, each of which would have served a nated 
wit (whom he named) to live npon for a twelvemonth. 

I find, since the former edition, that some persons havis objected 
to the instances which I have given of Mr. Burke*s wit, as not do- 
^ justice to mv very ingenious friend; the specimens produced 
^ving, it U alleged, mor^ of oenccit than leal wit, and being mereljf 
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ling to begin to talk, nor in haste to leave ofFJ 
BosnrELL* " Yet he can listen " — ^Johnson. ** No ; 
I cannot say he is good at that. So desirous is he to 
ta!k^ that, if one is speaking at this end of the table, 
he'll speak to somebody at the other end. Burke, 
sir, is auch a man, that if you met him for the first 
time in the street where you were stopped by a 
drove of oxen, and you and he stepped aside to take 
shelter but for five minutes, he'd talk to you in 
5uch a manner, that, when you parted, you would 
say, this is an extraordinary man. Now, you may be 



Aportive sallies of the inoment« not justifying the encomium 
which they think with me, he undoubtedly merits. I wai well 
aware, how hazardous it was to exhibit particular instances of wit, 
which is of so airy and spiritual a nature as often to elude' the hand that 
attempts to grasp it. The excellence and elficaey of a bon mot de- 
pend frequently so much oti the occasion on which it is spoken, on 
ihe] particular maimer of the speaker, on the person to whom it is 
applied, the previous introduction, and a thousand minute particu- 
lars which cannot be easily enumerated, that it is always dangerous 
to detach a witty saying from tlie group to which it belongs, and to 
aet it before the eye of the spectator, divested of those concomitant 
circumsUnces, which gave it animation, mellowness, and relief. I 
ventured, however, at all hazards, to put down the first inaUnees 
that occurred to jskt, as proofs of Mr. Burke's lively and btilllaQt 
finocy; but am very sensible that his numerous friends coold have 
suggested many of a superior quality. Indeed, the being in com- 
pany with him, for a single day, is sufficient to shew that what I have 
asserted is well founded ; and it was only necessary to have appealed 
to all who know him intimately, for a complete refutation of the 
heterodox opinion entertained by Dr. Johnson on this subject. He 
allowed Mr. Burke, as the reader will find heieafter, to be a man 
of consummate and unrivalled abilities in every light except that 
flow under consideration ; apd the variety of hb allusions, and splen^- 
dour of his imagery, have made such a^ impression on all the mi of 
the world, that superficial observers are apt to overlook his other 
merits, and to suppose that wit is his chief and most prominent gcp 
cellenoe; when in fact it is only one of the many talents that hd 
pos^«8ses, which are so various and extraordinary, that it is very dift^ 
p^ to »so«rtaiii pRB^ly lih^ m^ M value of each, 
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long enough with me, without finding any thing 
extraordinary/' He said, he believed Burke was 
intended for the law ; but either h«id not money 
enough to follow it, or had not diligence enoughs 
He said, he could not understand how a man could 
apply to one thine, and not to another. Robbrtsok 
said, one man had more judgment, another more 
imagination. — Johnsoh. ** No, sir ; it is only, one 
man has more mind than another. He may direct 
it difierentty ; be may, by accident, see the success 
of one kind of study, and take a desire to excel in 
it. I am persuaded that, had Sir Isaac Newton 
applied to poetry, he would have made a very fine 
tpick poem. I could as easily apply to law as to 
tragick poetry."— Boswill. ** Yet, sir, you did ap«- 
ply to tragick poetry, not to ]aw.**---^OHNSOK« 
^^ Because, sir, I had not money to study law. Sir, 
the man who has vigour, may walk to the east, just 
as well as to the west, if he happens to turn his head 
that way/*— BoswBLL. " But, sir, *tis like walking 
up and down a hill ; one man will naturally do thte 
one better than the other. A hare will run up a hill 
best, from her fore-legs being short ; a dog down*** 
Johnson. '^Nay, sir; that is from mechanical 
powers. If you make mind mechanical, you may 
argue in that manner. One mind is a vice, and 
holds fast ; there*s a good memory. Another is^a 
file ; and he is a disputant, a controversialist* An- 
other is a razor ; and he is 8ar€astical.**-^We talked 
of Whitefield. He said he was at the same collegt 
with him, and knew him before he began to be better 
than other people (smiling ;) that he believed he sin^ 
cerely meant well, but had a mixture of politicks and 
ostentation : whereas Wealey thought of religioq 
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only*, — Robertson said, Whitefield had strong na* 
tural eloquence, which, if cultivated, would! have 
done great things. — Johnson. "Wh3s sir, I take 
it, he was at the height of what his abilities could 
do, and was sensible of it. He had the ordinary 
advantages of education ; but he chose to pursue 
that oratory which is for the mob." — ^Boswsll. *' He 
had great effect on the passions.**— tJohnson. " Why, 
sir, I don*t think ^o. He could not represent a 
succession of pathetic images. He vociferated, 
and made an impression. There^ again, was a mind 
like a.bammer/' Dr. Johnson now said, a certnin 
eminent political friend of our*s was wrong, in his 
maxim of sticking to a certain set of men on all oc<» 
casipns. *^ I can see th^t a man may do right to 
stick to a party (said be ;) that is to say, he is a 
Whig^ or he is a Tary^ and he thinks one of those 
parties upon the whole the best, and that to make 
it prevail, it must be generally supported, though, 
in particulars it may be wrong. He takes its faggot 
of principles, in which there are fewer rotten sticks 
than in the other, though some rotten sticks 
to be sure ; and they cannot well be separated. But, 
to bind ofie's self to one man, or one set of men, 
(who may be right to-day and wrong to-n)orrow,) 

* That cannot be said now, after the flagrant part which Mr. 
JbAfi Wesley took against our American brethren, when, in his own 
name, he threw among his enthusiastiek flock, the very individual 
«pmbustib1es of Dr. John$on*s " Taxation no Tyranny *,** and after the 
jntolerant spirit which he manifested against our fellow-christians of 
the Roman Catho1ic)K Communion, for which that able champion. 
Father O'Leary, has given him so hearty a d robbing. But I should 
think myself very unworthy, if I did not at the same time acknowledge 
Mr. John Wesley's merit, as a veteran ** Soldier of Jesus Christ," 
who has, 1 do believe, turned many from darkness into light, and froi;^ 
fjht ppwcFof Suimn to th* livipg God." 
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mthout any general preference of system, I must 
disapprove."* 

He told us of Cooke, who translated Hesiod, 
and lived twenty years on a translation of Plautus, 
for which he was always taking subscriptions; and 
that he presented Foote to a Club, in the following 
singular manner : *^ This is the nephew of the gen«- 
tleman who was lately hung in chains for murdering 
his brother*'* 



* If doe attention were paid to this observation, there would he 
more Tirtue, even in politicks. What Dr. Johnson justlycondemned* 
has, I am sorry to say, greatly increased in the present reign. At the 
distance of four years from this conversation, 21st February 1777, 
My lx>rd Archbishop of York, in his " semion before the Society 
" for ihe Propagation of the Gospel iu Foreign Parts^** thus iudiguantly 
describes the then state of parties : 

" Parties once had a principle belonging to them, absurd perhaps, 
" and indefensible, but stiil carrying a notion oiduty, by which hooert 
*' minds might easily be caught. 
" But there are now rombinafions of individuals, who, instead of 
being the sons and servants of the community, make a league for 
advancing thcit private interests. It is their business to hold higK 
the notion of political honour. I believe and trust, it is not injori- 
" oos to say, that such a bond is no better than that by which the 
** lowest and wickedest combinations are held together j and that it 
" denotes the last stage of political depravity.** 

To find a thought, which just shewed itself to us from the mind of 
Johnson, thus appearing again ai such a distance of time, and without 
any communication between them, enlarged to full growth in the 
mind of Markham, is a curious object of philosophical cootemplation. 
— ^That two such great and luminous minds should have been so dark 
in one comer,— that they should have held it to be •* VVick^ rebellion 
in the British subjects esublished in America, to resist the abject con- 
dition of holding all their property at the mercy of British subjects re- 
maining at home, while their allegiance to our common Lord the King 
was to be preserved inviolate, — is a striking proof to me, either that 
** He who sitteth in Heaven." scorns the loftiness of human pride,-^ 
•r that the evil spirit, whose personal existence I strongly believe, 
;ind even in this age am confirmed in that belief by a FtU^ nay, by n 
fiwd, has more power than some choose to allow. 
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In the evening I introduced to Mr. Johnson* two 
good friends of mine, Mr. William Naime, Advo- 
cate, and Mr. Hamilton of Sundrum^ mj neigh- 
bour in the country, both of whom supped with us. 
I have preserved nothing of what passed, except 
that Dr. Johnson displayed another of his heterodox 
opinions, — a contempt of tragick acting. He said, 
^' the action of all players in tragedy is bad. It 
should be a man's study to repress those signs of 
emotion and passion, as they are called.** He was 
of a directly contrary opinion to that of Fielding, in 
his Tom Jones ; who makes Partridge say, of Gar- 
rick, " why, I could act as well as he myself. I 
'^ am sure, if I had seen a ghost, I should have 
*^ looked in the very same manner, and done just 
•* as he did.** For, when I asked him, ** Would 
not you, sir, start as Mr. Grarrick does, if you saw 
n ghost ? He answered, '* 1 hope not. If I did, 
I should frighten the ghost.** 

MONDAY, AUGUST l6. 

Dr. William Robertson came to breakfast. We 
talked of Ogden on Prayer. Dr. Johnson said, 
^* The same arguments which are used against 
GoD*s hearing prayer, will serve against his reward- 
ing good, and punishing evil. He has resolved, he 
has declared, in the former case as in the latter.** 
He had last night looked into Lord Haile8*s 

* It may b« observed, that I sometimes call my great friend^ 
Bfr. Johnson, sometimes Dr. Johnson ; though he had at this time 
a doctor's degree. from Trinity College, Dublin. The University of 
Oxford afterwards conferred it upon him by a diploma, in very 
bonoorabie terms. It was some time before I could bring myself to 
call him Doctor ; but, as he has been long known by ^t' title^ X 
•(^^ give it to him in tl^e rest of this Journal. 
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^* Remarks on the History of Scotland.** — ^Dr. Ro- 
bertson and I said, it was a pity Lord Heiles did 
not write greater things. His lordship had not 
thea published his ''Annals of Scotland.**— Johnson. 
'' I remember I was once on a visit at the 
hoase of a lady for whom I had a high respect. 
There was a good deal of company in the room* 
When they were gone, I said to this lady, ' What 
foolish talking have we had V — ' Yes, (said she,) 
but while they talked, you said nothing.* — ^I was 
struck with the reproof. How much better is the 
man who does any thing that is innocent, than he 
who does nothing. Besides, I love anecdotes. I 
fancy mankind may come, in time, to write all 
aphoristically, except in narrative; grow weary of 
preparation, and connection, and illustration, and 
all those arts by which a big book is made. — ^If a 
man is to wait till he weaves anecdotes into a sys- 
tem, we may be long in getting them, and get 
but few, in comparison of what we might get.** 
Dr. Robertson said, the notions of Eupham 
Macallan^ a fanatick woman, of whom Lord Hailea 
gives a sketch, were still prevalent among some of 
the Presbyterians; and therefore it was right in 
Lord Hailes, a man of known piety, to undeceive 
them. 

We walked out, that Dr. Johnson might see son^e 
of the things which we have to shew at Edinburgh. 
We went to the Parliament-House, where the Par- 
liament of Scotland sat, and where the Ordinary 
Lords of Session hold their oourts ; and to the New 
Session- House adjoining to it, where our Court of 
Fifteen (the fourteen Ordmaries^ with the Lord 
president at their head,) ^sit as a court of Review. 
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.We went to the Advocates^ Library ^ of which Dr. 
Johnson took a cursory view^ and then to what is 
called the Laigh (or under) Parliament-House, 
where the records of Scotland, which has a univer* 
eal security by register, are deposited, till the great 
Register Office be finished. I was pleased to behold 
Dr. Samuel Johnson rolling about in this old maga- 
zine of antiquities. There was, by this time, a 
pretty numerous circle of us attending upon him. 
iSomebody talked of happy moments for composi- 
tion ; and how a man can write at one time, and 
not at another. — ** Nay, (said Dr. Johnson) a man 
may write at any time, if he will set himself cLog-^ 
gedlif* to it.'* 

I here began to indulge old Scottish sentiments, 
and to express a warm regret, that, by our Union 
with England, we were no more ;— our independent 
kingdom was lost. — Johnson. " Sir, never talk of 
your independency, who could let your Queea re- 
main twenty years in captivity, and then be put to 
death, without even a pretence of justice, without 
your ever attempting to rescue her; and such a 
Queen too; as every man of any gallantry of spirit 
would have sacrificed his life for.'* — ^Worthy Mr. 
James Kerr, Keeper of the Records. *^ Half our 
nation was bribed by English money." — Johnson. 
** Sir, that is no defence : that makes you worse." 
— Good Mr. Brown, Keeper of the Advocates' Li- 
brary. " We had better say nothing about ir." 
BoswELL. " You would have been glad, however, 

* This word is commonly used to signify sullenly, gloomily^ and 
in that sense alone it appears in Dr. Johnson's Dictionary. I sup- 
pose 4ie meant by it, '* with au obstinate resolution, similar to that of 
a kuUen man.** 
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to have had us last war^ sir, to fight your battles !** . 
— Johnson. ** We should have had you for the same 
price, though there had been no Union, as we might 
have had Swiss, or other troops. No, no, I shall 
agree to a separation. You have only to go homey 
—Just as he had said this, I, to divert the subject, 
shewed him the signed assurances of the three suc- 
cessive Kings of the Hanover family, to maintain 
the Presbyterian establishment in Scotland. — " We'll 
give you that (said he) into the bargain.'* 

We next went to the great church of St. Giles, 
which has lost its original magnificence in the inside, 
by being divided into four places of Presbyterian 
worship. " Come, (said Dr. Johnson jocularly to 
Principal Robertson*,) let me see what was once a 
church !*' We entered that division which was 
formerly called the New Church, and of late the 
High Church, so well known by the eloquence of 
Dr. Hugh Blair. It is now very elegantly fitted up ; 
but it was then shamefully dirty. Dr. Johnson said 
nothing at the time ; but when we came to the great 
door of the Royal Infirmary, where, upon a board 
was this inscription, " Clean y our Jeet !** he turned 
about slyly and said, " There is no occasion for put- 
ting this at the doors of your churches !'* 

We then conducted him down the Post-house 
stairs, Parliament-close, and made him look, up 
from the Cow-gate to the highest building in Edin- 
^*^''gh, (from which he had just descended,) being 
thirteen floors or stories from the ground upon the 

* I htve hitherto 'called him Dr. William Robertson, to distin* 
gaish him from Dr. James Robertson, who is soon to majce his ap-> 
penance. But Principal from his being the head of our college* is 
hit usual designation, and is shorter; so I shall use it hereafter. 
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back elevation ; the front wall being bailt upon the 
edge of the hill, and the back wall rising from the 
bottom of the hill several stories before it comes 
to a level with the front walL We proceeded to 
the College, with the Principal at our head. Or, 
Adam Ferguson, whose '^ Essay on the History of 
civil Society'" gives him a respectable place in the 
ranks of literature, was with us. As the College 
buildings are indeed very mean^ the Principal said 
to Dr. Johnson, that be must give them the same 
epithet that a Jesuit did' when shewing a poor col- 
lege abroad : ^* Hte miseriiP nostra.^ Dr. Johnson 
was, however, much pleased vnlh the library, and 
with the conversation of Dr. James Robertson^ 
Professor of Oriental Languages, the librarian. 
We talked of Kennicot's edition of the Hebrew 
BiUe, and hoped it would be quite faithful. — 
Johnson. Sir/^ I know not any crime so great that a 
man could contrive to commit, as poisoning the 
sources of eternal truth.'' 

I pointed out to him where there formerly stood 
an old wall enclosing part of the college, which I 
remember bulged out in a threatening manner, 
and of which the^ was a common tradition similar 
to that concemibg Bacon's study at Oxford, that it 
would fall upon some very learned roan. It had 
some time before this been taken down, that the 
street might be widened, and a more convenient 
wall built. Dr. Johnson, glad of an opportunity 
to have a pleasant hit at Scottish learning, said, 
" they were afraid it never would fall." 

We shewed him the Royal Infirmary, for which, 
and for every other exertion of generous pisblick 
spirit in his power, that noble-minded citizen of 

3 
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Efttnborgh^ George. Drummond, will be ever held 
in honourable remembrance. And we were too 
proud not to carry him to the Abbey of Holyrood. 
bouae^ that beautiful piece of architecture, but, 
alas! that deserted mansion of royalty, which 
Hamilton of Bangour, in one of his elegant 
poems, calls 

'' A virtttotts palace^ where no monarch dwelia.** 

I was much entertained while Principal Robertson 
fluently harangued to Dr. Johnson, upon the spot, 
concerning the scenes of his celebrated History of 
Scotland. We surveyed that part of the palace ap- 
propriated to the Duke of Hamilton, as Keeper, in 
which our beautiful Queen Mary lived, and in 
which David Rizzio was murdered ; and also the 
State Rooms. Dr. Johnson was a great reciter of 
all sorts of things serious or comical. I over-heard 
him repeating here in a kind of muttering tone, a 
line of the old ballad, Johnny Armstrong's Last 
Good Night: 

'' And xan him through the fiilr body* T* 

We returned to my house, where there met him, 
at dinner, the Duchess of Douglas, Sir Adolphus 
OughtoD, Lord Chief Baron, Sir William Forbes, 
Principal Robertson, Mr. CuUen, Advocate. Before 

* The sUDza from which he took this line is, 

" Bat then lote up all Edinburgh, 

** TYktj rose up by thousands three ; 
'* A cowardly Scot came John behind, 

'^ And tan htm through the fiur body !'* 
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dinner he told us of a curious conversationr between 
the famous George Faulkner and him. George 
said that £ngland had drained Ireland of fifty 
thousand pounds in specie, annually, for fifty years. 
*^How so, sir! (said Dr. Johnson,) y6u must have 
a very great trade ?" * No trade.* — '* Very rich 
mines?" * No mines.* — From whence, then^ 
does all this money come ?" ' Come ! why out of 
the blood and bowels of the poor people of Ire^ 
land 1* 

He seemed to me to have an unaccountable pre- 
judice against Swift ; for I once took the liberty to 
ask him, if Swift had personally offended him, and 
he told me he had not. He said to-day, *^ Swift 
is clear, but he is shallow. In coarse humour, he 
IS inferior to Arbuthnot ; indelicate humour, be is 
inferior to Addison : So he is inferior to his con- 
temporaries ; without putting him against the whole 
world. I doubt if the " Tale of a Tub** was his :» 
it has so much more thinking, more knowledge, 
more power, more colour, than any of the works 
which are indisputably his. If it was his^ I shall 
only say, he was impar sibiJ** 

We gave him as good a dinner as w*e could. 
Our Scotch muir-fowl, or growse, were then abun- 
dant, and quite in season ; and so far as wisdom and 
wit can be aided by administering agreeable sen* 
sations to the palate, my wife took care that our 
great guest should not be deficient. 

'Sir Adolphus Oughton, then our Deputy Com- 
mander in Chief, who was not only an excellent 
oflicer, but one of the most universal scholars I ever 

• [See the Life of Dr. Johnson^ vol. ii. p. 33S, 5ib Edition.] 
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knew> had learned the Erse language, and expressed 
his belief in the authenticity of 06sian's Poetry* Dr. 
Johnson took the opposite side of that perplexed 
question ; and I was afmd the dispute would have 
run high between them. But Sir Adolphus^ who 
had a very sweet temper, changed the discourse^ 
grew playful, laughed at Lord Monboddo*s notion 
of men having tails, and called him a Judge, d 
posteriori, which amused Dr. Johnson ; and thq^ 
hostilities were prevented. 

At supper we had Dr. Cullen, his son the advo« 
cate^ Dr. Adam Fergusson, and Mr. Crosbie, advo-* 
cate. Witchcraft was introduced. Mr. Crosbie 
laid, he thought it the greatest blasphemy to sup* 
pose evil spirits counteracting the Deity ^ and raising 
storms, for instance, to destroy his creatures.^** 
Johnson. "Why, sir, if moral evil be consistent 
with the government of the Deity, why may not 
physical evil be also consistent with it ? It is not 
more strange that there should be evil spirits, than 
evil men : evil unembodied spirits^ than evil embo- 
died spirits. And as to st9Pms, we koow there 
are such things; and it is no worse that evil spirits 
raise them, than that th^ rise/'< — Crosbis. '< But 
it is not credibhe, that witches should have effected 
what they are said in stories to have done." — ^John- 
80N. " Sir, I am not defending their credibility. I 
am only saying, that your arguments are not good, 
and will not overturn the belief of witchcraft.—* 
(Dr. Fergusson said to me, aside, ' He is right/)— 
And then, sir, you have all mankind, riide and 
civilized, agreeing in the belief of the agency of 
preternatural powers. You must take evidence: 
you must consider, thfit wise and great men have 

D 
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condemned witches to die"— -Crosbib. " But an act 
of parliament put an end to witchcraft." — • 
Johnson. *''No, sir; witchcraft had ceased; and 
therefore an act of parliament was passed to prevent 
persecution for what was not witchcraft. Why it 
ceased, we cannot tell, as we cannot tell the reason 
of many other things." — Dr. Cullen, to keep up 
the gratification of mysterious disquisition, with the 
grave address for which he is remarkable in his com- 
panionable as in his professional hours, talked, in 
a very entertaining manner, of people walking 
and conversing in their sleep. I am very sorry I 
have no note of this. We talked of the Ottran^ 
Outangy and of Lord Monboddo's thinging that he 
might be taught to speak. Dr. Johnson treated 
this with ridicule. Mr. Crosbie said, that Lord 
Monboddo believed the existence of every thing 
possible ; in short, that all which is in j&owe might be 
found in ewe.— Johnson. " But, sir, it is as possible 
that the Ouran-Outang does not speak, as that he 
Speaks. However, I shall not cohtest the point. 
I should have thought it not possible to find i 
Monboddo ; yet he exists.'' — I again mentioned the 
rtage. — Johnson. ** The appearance of a player, 
with whom I have drunk tea, counteracts the ima- 
gination that he is the character he represents. Nay, 
you know, nobody imagines that he is the character 
be represents. They say, * See Garrick ! how he 
looks to-night !^ See how he'll clutch the dagger!' 
That is the buz of the theatre." 

TUESDAY, AUGUST IJ. 

« 

Sir William Forbes came to breakfast, and 
brought with him Dr. Blacklock, whom he intro- 
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daced to Dr. Johnson, who received him with a 
most hnmane complacency ; " Dear Dr. Blaclclock^ 
I am glad to see you !" — Blacklock seemed to be 
much surprized, when Dr. Johnson said, ** it was 
easier to him to write poetry than to compose his 
Dictionary. His mind was less on the stretch in 
doing the one than the other. Besides ; composing 
a Dictionary requires books and a desk : you can 
make a poem walking in the fields, or ]aj^mg^ip 
bed. — Dr. Blacklock spoke of scepticism in morals 
and religion, with apparent uneasiness, as if he 
wished for more certainty *. Dr. Johnson, who had 
thought it all over, and whose vigorous understand* 
ing was fortified by much experience, thus en- 
couraged the blind Bard to apply to higher specu- 
lations what we all willingly submit to in common 
life : . in short, he gave him more familiarly the able 
and fair reasoning of Butler's Analogy : ** Why, sir, 
the greatest concern we have in this world, the 
choice of our profession, must be determined with- 
out demonstrative reasoning. Human life is not 
yet so well known, as that we can have it. And 
take the case of a man who is ill. I call two phy- 
sicians : they differ in opinion. I am not to lie 
down, and die between them: I must do some- 
thing.** — The conversation then turned on Atheism ; 
on that horrible book, Systcme de la Nature ; and 
on the supposition of an eternal necessity, without 
design, without a governing mind. — ^Johnson. "If 
it were so, why has it ceased ? Why don't we see 
men thus produced around us now ? Why, at least, 
does it not keep pace, in some measure, with the 

1)2 

* S«e his letter on this subject In the Appendix. 
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progress of time ? If it stops because there is novr 
tio need of it, then it is plain there is, and ever has 
been, an all powerful intelligence. But stay ! (said 
he, with one of his satyrick laughs.) Ha 1 ha ! ha ! 
I shall suppose Scotchmen made necessarily, and 
Englishmen by choice." 

At dinner this day, we had Sir Alexander Dick, 
whose amiable character, and ingenious and cultivated 
^ind, are so generally known ; (be was then on 
the verge of seventy, and is now (1785) eighty-one, 
with his faculties entire, his heart warm, and his 
temper gay;) Sir Qavid Dalrymple, Lord Hailes; 
Mr. Maclaurin, advocate ; Dr. Gregory, who now 
worthily ' fills his father's medical chair; and my 
uncle, Dr.r Boswell. This was one of Dr. John* 
son's best days. He was quite in his element. AH 
was literature and tase, without any interruption. 
Lord Hailes, who is one of the best philologists in 
Great* Britain, who has written papers in the fVorld, 
and a variety of other works in prose and in verse, 
both Latin and English, pleased him highly. He 
told him, he had discovered the life of Cheynel, in 
the Siudentj to be his. — ^Johnson. ^^ No one else 
knows it.'' — Dr. Johnson had, before this, dictat- 
ed to me a law-paper, upon a question purely in 
the law of Scotland, concerning viciom intromission*^ 
that is to say, intermeddling with the effects of a 
deceased person, without a regular title ; which 
formerly was understood to subject the intermeddler 
to payment of all the defunct's debts. The princi- 
ple has of late been relaxed. Dr. Johnson's argu- 
ment was, for a renewal of its strictness. The paper 
was printed, with additions by me, and given into 

* [See the Life of Dr. Johnson^ vol. ii. p. 199. ^th edit.] 
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the Court of Session. Lord Hailes knew Dr. John- 
son's part not to be mine, and pointed out exactly 
where it began^ and where it ended. Dr. Johnson 
said, '^ It is much, now, that his lordship can dis- 
tinguish so." 

In Dr. Johnson^s Vanity of Human f Fishes, there 
is the following passage : 

The teeming inofber» anxious for her race. 
Begs, for each birtbj the fortunes of a face : 
" Yet Fane could tell, what ills frona beauty spring, 
" And SedUy curs'd the charms which pleased a king.*' 

Lord Hailes told him, he was mastaken in the 
instances he had given of unfortunate fair ones ; for 
neither Fane nor Sediey had a title to that descrip- 
tion. His Lordship has since been so obliging as 
to send me a note of this, for the communication of 
which I am sure my readers will thank me. 

^* The lines in the tenth Satire of Juvenal, ac-* 
^ cording to my alteration, should have run thus : 

" Yet Shore • conld tdl j" 

** And yaliere t curs'd ." 

** The first was a penitent by compulsion, the 
'' second by sentiment ; though the truth is, Made- 
'^ moiselle de la Valiere threw herself (but still from 
sentiment) in the King*s way. 

*' Our friend chose FanCf X who was far from being 
'' well-looked; and Sedley, who was so ugly, that 
" Charles II. said, his brother had her.by way of 
" penance." 

Mr. Maclaurin^s learning and talents enabled him 
to do his part very well in Dr. Johnson's company. 
He produced two epitaphs upon his father, the ct* 

• Mistress of Edward IV. t Mistress of Loais XIV. 
} [See the life of JohosoPj yol. i. p. 179, 6tli edit] 
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lebrated tnatbematician. One was in English, of 
which Dr. Johnson did not change one word. In 
the other, which was in Latin, he made several 
alterations. In place of the very words of Firgil, 
*' Ubi Ivctus etpavoret plurima mortis imago,** he 
wrote " Ubi Ivctus regnant et pavor** He intro- 
duced the word prorsus into the line " Mortalibus 
prorsus non ahsit solatium^* and after '* Hujus enim 
scripta evolve* he added, '* Mentemque tantarum 
rerum capacem corpori caduco superstitem crede\* 
which is quite applicable to Dr. Johnson himself.* 

Mr. Murray, advocate, who married a niece of 
Lord Mansfield's, and is now one of the Judges of 
Scotland, by the title of Lord Henderland, sat with 
us a part of the evenmg ; but did not venture to 
say any thing, that I remember, though he is cer- 
tainly possessed of talents which, would have enabled 
him to have shewn himself to advantage, if too great 
anxiety had not prevented him. 

At supper we had Dr. Alexander Webster, who, 
though not learned, had such a knowledge of man- 
kind, such a fund of information and entertainment, 
8o clear a head and such accommodating manners, 

* Mr. Mac1aurin*9 epitaph, as engraved on a marble torobsionc, 
in the Gray-Friars church-yard, Edinburgh : 

Infia situs est 
COLIN MACLAURIN, 
Mathes. olim ia Acad. Edin. Prof. 
EltiCtus ipso Newtono suadente. 

H. L. P. F. 

Non ut uomini paieriio consulate 

Nam tali auxilionil eget; 

Scd utin hoc infelici campo, 

Ubi luctus regnant et pavor, 

Mortalibus prorsus nou absit solatium : 

Hujus enim scripta evolve, 
Mentemque tantarum remm capacem 
Corpori caduco supevatitczxi crede. 
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that Dr. Johnson found him a very agreeable com- 
panion. 

When Dr. Johnson and I were left by ourselves, 
I read to him my notes of the Opinions of our 
Judges uf)on the questions of Literary Property, 
He did not like thein ; and said, *^ they make me 
think of your Judges not with that respect which I 
should wish to do." To the argument of one of 
them, that there can be no property in blasphemy 
or nonsense, he answered, ** then your rotten sheep 
are mine ! — By that rule, when a man*s house falls 
into decay, he must lose it." — I mentioned an 
argument of mine, that literary performances are 
not taxed. As Churchill says. 



II 



No statesrhan yet has thought it worth his pains 
To tax our labours, or excise our brains j" 



and therefore they are not property. — " Yet, (said 
he,) we hang a man for stealing a horse, and horses 
are not taxed." — Mr. Pitt has since put an end to 
that argument. 

WSDNBSDAY, AUGUST 18. 

On this day we set out from Edinburgh. ' We 
should gladly have had Mr. Scott to go with us ; 
but he was obliged to return to England.; — I have 
given a skietch of Dr. Johnson : my readers may 
wish to know a little of his fellow traveller. Think 
then, of a gentlemen of ancient blood, the pride 
of which was his predominant passion. He was 
then in his thirty-third year, and had been about 
four years happily married. His inclination was 
to be a soldier ; but his father^ a respectable Judge^ 
had pressed him into the profession of the law. 
1 
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He had travelled a good deal, and seen many va 
rieties of human life. He had thought more than 
any body supposed^ and had a pretty good stock 
of general learning and knowledge. He had all 
Dr. Johnson's principles, with some degree of re- 
laxation. He had rather too little, than too much 
prudence ; and, his imagination being lively, he 
often said things of which the effect was very dif- 
ferent from the intention. He resembled sometimes 

'* The best good man^ with the worst natur*d muse.*' 

He cannot deny himself the vanity of finishing with 
the encomium of Dr. Johnson, whose friendly par- 
tiality to the companion of his Tour represents him 
as one, '* whose accuteness would help my enquiry, 
and whose gaiety of conversation, and civility [of 
manners, are sufficient to counteract the inconve- 
niences of travel, in countries less hospitable than 
we have passed.*' 

Dr. Johnson thought it unnecessary to put him- 
self to the additional expence of bringing with him 
Francis Barber, his faithful black servant ; so we 
were attended only by my man, Joseph Ritter, 
# Bohemian ; a iine stately fellow above six feet 
high, who had been over a great part of Europe, 
and spoke many languages. He was the best ser- 
vant I ever saw. Let not my readers disdain his in- 
troduction ! For Dr. Johnson gave him this charac- 
ter : " Sir, he is a civil man, and a wise man." 

From an erroneous apprehension of violence. Dr. 
Johnson had provided a pair of pistols, some gun- 
powder, and a quantity of bullets : but upon being 
assured we should run no risk of meeting iiny rob- 
bers, h^ l^ft his arms and ammunition in an opeu 
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drawer, of which he gave my wife the charge. He 
also left in that drawer one volume of a pretty full 
and curious Diary of his Life, of which I have a 
few fragments; but the book has been destroyed* 
I wish female curiosity had been strong enough to 
have had it all transcribed ; which might easily have 
been done ; and I should think the theft, being pro 
bono publico^ might have been forgiven. But I 
may be wrong. My wife told me she never once 
looked into it. — She did not seem quite easy when 
we left her : but away we went 1 

Mr. Naime, advocate, was to go with us as far 
as St. Andrews. It gives me pleasure that, by 
mentioning his naToe^ I connect his title to the just 
and handsome compliment paid him by Dr. Johnson, 
in his book : ^' A gentleman who could stay with us 
only long enough to make us know how much we 
lost by his leaving us." When we came to Leith, 
I talked with perhaps too boasting an air, how pret- 
ty the Frith of Froth looked ; as indeed, after the 
prospect from Constantinople, of which I have been 
told, and that from Naples, which 1 have seen, I 
believe the vi^w of that Frith and its environs, from 
the Castle-hill of Edinburgh, is the finest prospect 
in Europe. " Ay, (said Dr. Johnson,) that is the 
state of the world. Water is the same every where. 

Una est injusti csrula forma maris*/' 

I told him the port here was the mouth of the 
river or water of Leith. " Not Lethe^^ said Mr, 

* Non illic urbesy non tu mirabere silvas : 
Una esc iujasti cserula fornia maris. 

Ovid. Am<^,^ L. II. EI. xU 
Nor groves nor towns the ruthless ocean shows j 
Uovari<ad Jtill its aiure surface flo^vs. 
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Nairne. — " Why, sir, (said Dr. Johnson,) when a 
Scotchman sets out from this port for England, he 
forgets his native country." — Naikme. ** I hope, 
sir, you will forget England here." — Johnson. 
" Then 'twill still be more Lethe:" — He observed 
of the Pier or Quay, " you have no occasion for so 
large a one : your trade does not require it : but 
you are like a shopkeeper who takes a shop, not 
only for what he has to put in it, but that it may be 
believed he has a great deal to put into it.*' It is 
very true, that thete is now, comparatively, little 
trade upon the eastern coast of Scotland. The 
riches of Glasgow shew how much there is in the 
west ; and perhaps we shall find trade travel west- 
ward on a great scale^ as well as a small. 

We talked of a man's drowning himself. — ^John- 
son, f* I shall never think it time to make away 
with myself." — I put the case of Eustace Budgell, 
who was accused of forging a' will, and sunk him- 
self ii\ the Thames, before the trial of its authenti- 
city came on. ** Suppose, sir, (said I,) that a man 
is absolutely sure, that, if he lives a few days longer, 
he shall be detected in a fraud, the consequence of 
which will be utter disgrace and expulsion ftom 
society ." — Johnson. *^ Then, sir, let him go abroad 
to a distant country ; let him go to some place 
where he is not known. Don't let him go to the 
devil where he w known !" 

He then said, ** I see a number of people bare- 
footed here : I suppose you all went so before the 
Union. Boswell, your ancestors went so, when they 
had <is much land as your family has now. Yet 
jiuchinlech is the Field of Stones : there would be 
bad going bare-footed there. The Lairds^ how- 
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ever, did it/' — I bought some speldingSy fish (gene- 
rally whitings) salted and dried in a particular man- 
ner, being dipped in the sea and dried in the sun, 
and eaten by the Scots by way of a relish. He had 
never seen them, though they are sold in London. 
I insisted on scottifymg* his palate; but he was 
very reluctant. With difficulty I prevailed with 
him to let a bit of one of them lie in his mouth. 
He did not like it. 

In crossing the Frith, Dr. Johnson determined 
that we should land upon Inch Keith. On ap- 
proaching it, we first observed a high rocky shore. 
We coasted about, and put into a little bay on the 
North-west. We c1ambei*ed up a very steep ascent, 
on which was very good grass, but rather a profu- 
sion of thistles. There w^re sixteen head of 
black cattle grazing upon the island. Lord Hailes 
observed to me, that Brantome calls it Visle de$ 
ChevanXy and that it was probably " a safer stable" 
than njany others in his time. The fort, with an 
inscription on it, Maria Re 1564, is strongly built, 
Dr. Johnson examined it with much attention. He 
stalked like a giant among the luxuriant thistles and 
nettles. There are three wells in the island; but 
we could not find one in the fort. There must pro- 
bably have been one, though now filled up, as a 
gamson could not subsist without it. But I have 
dwelt too long on this little spot. Dr. Johnson 
afterwards bade me try to write a description of our 
discovering Inch Keith, in the usual style of travel- 

• My friend, General CampbeH, Governour of Madras, tells me, 
loat they make gpcldings in the East-Indies, particuUrly at Bombay, 
*• W they call them Bamhaloes. 
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lers, deEcribing fully every particular; stating the 
grounds on which we concluded that it must have 
once been inhabited, and introducing many sage re* 
flections ; and we should see how a thing might be 
covered in words, so as to induce people to come and 
survey it. All that was told might be true, and yet 
in reality there might be nothing to see. He said, 
^' rd have this island. Td build a house, make a 
good landing-place, have a garden, and vines, and 
all sorts of trees. A rich man, of a hospitable turn, 
here, would have niany visitors from Edinburgh." 
When we had got into our boat again, he called to 
me, " Come, now, pay a classical compliment to 
the island on quitting it/* I happened luckily, in 
allusion to the beautiful Queen Mary, whose name 
is upon the fort, to think of what Virgil makes 
^neas say, on having left the country of his charm'* 
ing Dido. 

• Invitus, regtna, (uo de littore cessi *. 

«' Very well hit off!'' said he. 

We dined at Kinghorn, and then got into a post- 
chaise. Mr. Nairne and his servant, and Joseph, 
rode by us. We stopped at Cupar, and drank tea. 
We talked of parliament ; and I said, I supposed 
very few of the members knew much of what was 
going on, as indeed very few gentlemen know 
much of their own private affairs. — Johnsoi?. 
•* Why, sir, if a man is not of a sluggish mind, 
he may be his own steward. If he will look into 
his affairs, he will soon learn. So it is as to pub« 

• ** Unhappy queen I 
** ynwillin^ I foriook your friendly state." 

Dryden. 
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lick aflairs. There must always be a certain num- 
ber of men of business in parliament/'— -Boswbll. 
^^ But consider, sir ; what is the House of Com*- 
mons ? Is not a great part of it chosen by the peers ? 
Do you think, sir, they ought to have such an in- 
fluence?"— Johnson. " Yes, sir. Influence must 
ever be in proportion to property ; and it is right it 
should." — BoswBLL. ^' But is there not reason to 
fear that the common people may be oppressed ?'* 
— ^JoHNSoir. " No, sir. Our great fear is from 
want of power in government. Such a storm of 
vulgar force has broke in." — Boswell. " It has 
only roared." — Johnson. " Sir, it has roared, till 
the Judges in Westminster- Hall have been afraid to 
pronounce sentence in opposition to the popular cry. 
You are frightened by what is no longer dangerous, 
like Presbyterians by Popery." — He then repeated 
a passage, I think, in Butler's Remains, which ends, 
" and would cry. Fire 1 Fire ! in Noah's flood*." 



* The passage quoted by Dr. Johnson is in the Character of the 
Aisembfy'tiuin, Butler's Remains t p. 233, edit. 1764. — ** He 
preaches, indeed* both in season and out of season ; for lie rails at 
Popery* when the land is almost lost in Presbytery j and would erf 
Fue ! File ! in Noah*s flood." 

There is reason to believe that this piece was not written by ButJer, 
but by Sir John Birkenhead \ for Wood* in his Athenae Oxoniensetf 
Vol. II. p. 640* enumerates it among that gentleman's works* and 
gives the following account of it : 

" The Assemhly-man (or the character of an Assembly-man) writ* 
ten 1647* Lon, lG6s-S, in thret sheets in qu. The copy of it was 
taken from the author by those who said they could not rob* because 
all was theirs; b6 excised what ihey liked not; and so mangled and 
leformed it* that it was no character of an Assembly, but of them* 
selves At length* after it had slept several years* the author pub- 
lished it to avoid fiilse copies. It is also repnnted in a book entit. 
Wit and Loyally revived, in a collection of some smart satyrs in verse 
and prose oa the late times. Lond, 1682* qu. said to be written by 
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We had a dreary drive, in a dusVy night, to St. 
Andrews^ where we arrived late. We found a good 
Bupper at Glass's inn, and Dr. Johnson revived 
agreeably- He said, *^ the collection called * The 
Muses* Welcome to King James, (first of England^ 
and sixth of Scotland,) on his return to his native 
kingdom, shewed that there was then abundance of 
learning in Scotland ; and that the conceits in that 
collection, with which people find fault, were mere 
mode.** He added, "we could not now entertain 
a sovereign so ; that Buchanan had spread the spirit 
of learning amongst us, but we had lost it during the 
the civil wars." He did not allow the Latin Poetry 
of Pitcairne so much merit as has been usually 
attributed to it ; though he owned that one of his 
pieces, which he mentioned, but which I am sorry 
is not specified in my notes, was, " very well.*' It 
,is not improbable that it was the poem which Prior 
has so elegajitly translated. 

After supper, we made a procession to Saint Lea- 
narcTs College, the landlord walking before us with 
a candle, and the waiter with A lantern. That 
cdllege had some time before been dissolved ; and 
Dr. Watson,^ a professor here, (the historian of 
Philip 11.) had purchased the ground, and what 
buildings remained. When we entered this court, 
it seemed quite academical ; and we found in his 
house very comfortable and genteel accommoda- 
tion*. 

Abr. Cowley, Sir John Birkenhead/ and Hadtbrts, alias Sam. 
Butler.*'— For this information I am indebted to Mr. Reed« of Staple 
Inn. 

* My Journal, from this day inchisive, was read by Dr, Johnson. 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST IQ. 

We rose much refreshed. I had with me a map 
of Scotland, a bible which was given me by Lord 
Moantstuart when we were together in Italy, and 
Ogden's Sermons on Prayer, Mr. Nairne introduced 
us to Dr. Watson, whom we found a welUinfprmed 
man, of very amiable manners. Dr. Johnson^ ^ 
after they were acquainted, said. " I take great 
delight in him." — His daughter, a very pleasing 
young lady, made breakfast. Dr. Watson observed, 
that Glasgow University had fewer home-students, 
since trade increased, as learning was rather in* 
compatible with it. — Johnson. ** Why, sir, as trade 
is DOW carried on by subordinate hands, men in trade 
have as much leisure as others ; and now learning 
itself is a trade. A man goes to a bookseller, and 
gets what he can. We have done with patiDuage. 
la the infancy of learning, we find some great man 
praised for it. This diffused it among others. 
When it becomes general, an author leaves the great, 
and applies to the multitude. — Boswell. ** It is a 
shame that authors are not now better patronized.** 
—Johnson. " No, sir. If learning cannot sup- 
port a man, if he must sit with his hands across till 
somebody feeds him, it is as to him a bad thing, 
and it is better as it is. With patronage, what 
flattery ! what falsehood ! While a man is in equili- 
brio, he throws truth among the multitude, and 
lets them take it as they please : in patronage, he 
must say what pleases his patron, and it is an equal 
chance whether that be truth or falsehood.'^ — Wat- 
ion. ^^ But is not the case now, that) instead of flat- 
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taring one person, we flatter the age ? — Jonnsov, 
^* No, sir. The world always lets a man tell what 
he thinks, his own way. I wonder, however, that 
so many people have written, who might have lee 
it alone* That people should endeavour to excel in 
conversation^ I do not wonder; because in con- 
versation praise is instantly reverberated*** 
. We talked of change of manners. Dr. John« 
son observed* that our drinking less than our an* 
cestors was owing to the change from ale ta wine« 
*' I reji^ember, (said he,) when alt the decent peo« 
pie in Lichfield got drunk every night, and were 
not the worse thought of. Ale was cheap, so you 
pressed strongly. When a man must bring a bottle 
of wine, he is not in such haste. Smoking has 
gone out. To be sure, it is a shocking thing,, 
blowing smoke out of our mouths into other peo- 
ple's mouths, eyes, and noses, and having the same 
thing done to us. Yet I cannot account, why a 
thing which requires so little exertion, and yet pre- 
serves the mind from total vacuity, should have 
gone out. Every man has something by which he 
calms himself: beating with his feet, or so*. I 
remember when people in England changed .a shirt 
only once a week: a Pandour, when he gets a 
shirt, greases it to make it last. Formerly, good 
tradesmen had no fire but in the kitchen ; never in 
the parlour, except on Sunday. My father, who 
was a magistrate of Lichfield, lived thus. They 
never began to have a fire in the parlour, but on 
leaving off business, or some great revolution of 
their life.'* — Dr. Watson said, the hall was as a 

* Dr. Joiunon used to pcaetiee this himself very much. 



\ 
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kitehen/ in old squires' hbusSs.-^OHi^soN^. " No, 
sir. The hall was for great occasions, and never 
was used for domestick refection/'— ^We talked of 
the Union; and what money it had brought into 
Scotland. Dr« Watson observed, that a little 
monty formerly went as £tr as a great deal now«-^ 
Johnson. ^' In speculation, it seems that a smaller 
quantity of money, equal in value to a larger quan- 
tity^ if equally divided, should produce the same 
effect/ But it is not so in reality. Many more 
conveniences and elegancies are enjoyed where, 
monsy is plentiful, than where it is scarce. Per-' 
haps m great familiarity with it, which arises from 
plenty, makes us more easily part with it.** 

After what Dr. Johnson had said of St>. An- 
drews^ which he had long wished to see, as oui 
oldest university, and the seat of our Primate in the 
days of episcopacy, I can say little^ Since the 
publication of Dr. Johnson*s book, I find that he 
has been censured for not seeing here the ancient 
chapel of Si, Rule, a curious piece of sacred archi- 
tecture^ But this was neither his fault nor mine* 
VVe were both of us abundantly desirous of survey- 
ing such sort of antiquities : but neither of us knew 
of this. I am afraid the censure must fall on those 
^ho did not tell us of it. In every place, where 
there is any thing worthy of observation, there' 
should be a short printed directory for strangers, such 
^ we find in all the towns of Italy, and in some of 
the towns of England. I was told that there is a 
nianuscript account of St. Andrews, by Martin, 
secretary to Archbishop Sharp ; and that one Doug- 
las has published a small account of it. I inquired 
at a book$eller*s, but could not get it. Dr. John*' 

£ 
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8on*s veneration for the Hierarchy is weU known. 
There is no wonder then, that he was affected with 
a strong indignation, while he beheld the .ruins of 
religious magnificence. I happened to ask where 
John Knox was buried. Dr. Johnson burst out, 
*' I hope in the* high- way. I have been looking 
at his reformations/' 

It was a very fine day. Dr. Johnson seemed 
quite wrapt up in the contemplation df the sceines 
which were now presented to him. He kept his hat 
off while he was upon any part of the ground where 
the cathedral had stood. He said well, that ^* Knox 
had set on a mob, without knowing where it would 
end ; and that differing from a man in doctrine was 
no reason why you should pull his house about his 
ears.'' As we walked in the cloisters, th^re was a 
solemn echo, while be talked loudly of a proper 
retirement from the world. Mr. Nairne said, he 
had an inclination to retire. I ealled Dr. Johnson's 
attention to this, that I might hear bis opinion if it 
was right. — Johnson. ** Yes, when he has done 
his duty to society. In general, as every man is 
obliged not only to '' love God, but his neighbour 
as himself," he must bear his part in active life ; yet 
there are exceptions. Those who are exceedingly 
scrupulous, (which I do not approve, for I am no 
friend to scruples,) and find their scrupulosity in- 
vincible, so that they are quite in the dark, and 
know not what they shall do,-^or those who can- 
not resist temptations, and find they make themselves 
worse by being in the world, without making it 
better, may retire. I never read of a hermit, but 
in imagination I kiss his feet ; never of a monastery, 
but I could fall on my knees, and' kiss the pavement. 
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iSat I think [Cutting young people there^ who know 
nothing of life^ nothing of retirement^ is dange- 
rous and wicked* It is a saying as old as Hesiod. 

£pY« piup^ pitXaiTt jLil^c^v^ i})y(jxirt ytfirtup *• 

That is a very noble lines not that young men 
should not pray^ or old. men not give counsel^ but 
that every season of life has its proper duties. I 
have thought of retiring, and have talked of it 
to a friend^ but I find my vocatpn is rather to 
active life/^ I said, some young monks might be 
allowed, td shew that it is not age alone that can 
retire to pious solitude ; but he thought this would 
only shew that they could not resist temptation. 

He wanted to moutit the steeples^ but it could 
not be done. There are no good inscriptions here. 
Bad Roman characters he naturally mistook for half 
Gothtck^ half Roman. One of the steeples^ which 
he Was told was in danger, he wished not to be 
taken down ; *^ for, said he, it may fall on some of 
the posterity of John Knox ; and no great matter !** 

— Dinner was mentioned. ^Johnson. ** Ay, ay ; 

amidst all these sorrowful scenes, I have no objec- 
tbn to dinner." 

We w6nt and looked at the castle, where Cardi- 
nal Beaton was murdered, and then visited Princi- 
pal Murison at his college, where is a good library* 
room ; but the Principal was abundantly vain of it, 
for he seriously said to Dr. Johnson, ** you have 
not such a one in England/* 

* Let youth in-dcedsf ia counsel man engage | 
Pnycx is the proper duty of old age. 
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The professors entertained us with a very good 
dinner. Present : Murison^ Shaw, Cook, Hitl, 
Haddo, Watson, Flint, Brown. I observed, that 
I wonder^ to see him eat so well, after viewing so 
many sorrowful scenes of ruined religious magni- 
ficence. '^ Why, said he, I am not sorry, after 
seeing these gentlemen ; for they are not sorry.**— 
Murisoa said, all sorrow was bad, as it was mur- 
muring against the di^nsations of Providence. — 
Johnson. ^' Sir, sorrow is inherent in humaiuty. 
As you cannot judge two and two to be either five, 
or three, but certainly four, so, when comparing a 
worse present state with a better which is past, you 
cannot but feel sorrow. It is not cured by reason, 
but by the incursion of present objects,- which wear 
out the past. You need not murmur, though you 
are sorry." — MuaisoN. ** But St. Paul says, ' I 
^ have learnt, in whatever state I am, therewith to 
* be content."-^oHNsoN. " Sir, that relates to 
riches and poverty ; for we see St. Paul, when he 
had a thorn in the flesh, prayed earnestly to have it 
removed; and then he could not be content**— 
Murison^ thus refuted, tried to be smart, and 
drank to Dr. Johnson, '^ Long may you lecture !*' 
— Dr. Johnson afterwards, speaking of his not 
drinking wine, said, ^^ The Doctor spoke of lecture 
ing (looking to him). I give all these lectures on 
water. 

He defended requiring subscription in those ad- 
mitted to universities, thus : '^ As all who come 
into the country must obey the king, so all who 
come into an university must be of the church.** 

And here I must do Dr. Johnson the justice to 
contradict a very absurd and ill-natured story^ as to 
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what passed at St. Andrews. It has been circulated, 
that, after grace was said in English, in the usual 
manner, he with the greatest marks of contempt, 
as if he had held it to |^e no grace in an university, 
would not sit down till he had said grace aloud in 
Latin. This would have been an insult indeed to the 
gentlemen who were entertaining us. But the truth 
was precisely thus. In the course of conversation 
at dinner. Dr. Johnson, in viery good humour^ 
said, ^' I should have expected to have heard a 
Latin grace, among so many learned men : we had 
always a Latin grace at Oxford. I believe I can 
repeat it.'* Which he did, as giving the learned 
men in one place a specimen of what was done by 
the learned men in another place. 

We went and saw the church, in ^hich is Arch- 
bishop Sharp^s monument. I was struck with' the 
sanoe kind of feelings with which the churches of 
Italy impressed me. I was much pleased, to see 
Dr. Johnson actually in St. Andrews, of which 
we had talked so long. 'Professor Haddo was widi 
iw this afternoon, along with Dr. Watson. We 
k)oked at St. Salvador's College^ The rooms for 
students seemed very commodious, and Dr. Johnson 
said, the chapel was the neatest place of worship he 
bad seen. The key of the library could not be 
found ; for it seems Professor Hill, who was out 
of town, had taken it with him. Dr. Jobn« 
son told a joke he'^had heard of a monastery 
abroad, where the key of the library could never be 
found* 

It was somewhat dispiriting, to see this ancient 
archiepiscopal city now sadly deserted. We saw in 
one of its streets a remarkable proof of liberal tale- 
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ration ; a nonjuring clergyman^ strutting aboul in 
his canonicals^ with a jolly countenance and a 
round belly, like a well-fed monk. 

We observed two occupations united in the same 
person, who had hung out two sign-posts. Upon 
one was, " James Hood, White Iron Smith** (i. e, 
Tih-plate Worker). Upon another, ^* The Art of 
Fencing taught, by James Hood/' — ^Upon this 
last were painted some tre^s, and two men fencing, 
one of whom had hit the other in the eye, to shew 
his great dexterity ; so that the art was well taught. 
^—Johnson, ^* Were I studying here, I should go 
and take a lesson. I remember Hope^ in his book 
on this art, says, ^' the Scotch are very good 
fencers.** 

We returned to the inn, where we had been en- 
tertained at dinner, and drank tea in company with 
aome of the Prbfessors, of whose civilities I b^ 
leave to add my humble and very grateful acknow- 
ledgement to the honourabla testimony of Dr, 
Johnson, in his *' Journey.** 

We talked of composition, which was a favourite 
topick of Dr. Watson's^ who first distinguished 
himself by lectures on rhetorick. — Johnson. " I ad- 
vised Chambers, and would advise every young roan 
beginning to compose, to do it as fast as he can, to 
get a habit of having his mind to start promptly ; it 
is so much more difficult to improve in speed than in 
accuracy.*"— Watsoit. •* I own I am far much at- 
tention to accuracy in composing, lest one should 
get bad habits of doing it in a slovenly manner.**— 
Johnson* ^* Why, sir, you are confounding doing 
inaccurately with the necessity of doing inaccurately. 
A man koows when his compositiou is ina^urate^ 
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and wheti he thinks fit he'll correct it Bat^ if a 
man is accustomed to compose slowly, and with 
difficulty, upon all occasions, there is danger that 
he may not compose at all, as we do not like to do 
that which is not done easily ; and, at any rate, 
more time is consumed in a small matter than ought 
to be/* — Watson. ^* Dn Hugh Blair has taken a 
week to compose a sermon /'—Johnson. " Then, 
sir, that is for want of the habit of composing 
quickly^ which I am insisting one should acquire/* 
— ^Watson. ^' Blair was not composing all the 
week, but only such hours as he found himself dis* 
posed for composition/* — Johnson. ** Nay, sir, 
unless you tell me the time he took, you tell me 
nothing. If I say I took a week to walk a mile, 
and have had the gout five days, and been ill other- 
wise another day, I have taken but one day. I my* 
self have composed about forty sermons. I have 
began a sermon after dinner, and sent it off by the 
post that night. I wrote forty-eight of the printed 
octavo pages of the Life of Savage at a sitting ; but 
then I sat up all night. I have also written six 
sheets in a day of translation from the French." — » 
BoswBLL. ^^ We have all observed how one man 
dresses himself slowly, and another fast.**<--JoHNSON. 
'^ Yes, sir ; it is wonderful how much time some 
people will consume in dressing ; taking up a thing 
and looking at it, and laying it down> and taking 
it up again. Every one should get the habit of do* 
ing it quickly. I would say to a young divine^ 
* Here is your text ; let me see how soon you can 
make a sermon.* Then Fd say, < Let me see how 
much better you can make it.* Thus I should see 

both his powers and his judgement.'* 

5 
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We all went to Dr. Watson's to supper. Miss 
Sbarp^ great grandchild of Archbishop Sharp, was 
there ; as was Mr. Craig^ the ingenious architect 
of the new town of Edinburgh, and nephew of 
Hiomson, to whom Dr. Johnson has since done so 
much justice, in his " Lives of the Poets." 

We talked of memory, and its various modes.— 
Johnson. Memory will play strange tricks. One 
sometimes loses a single word. I once lost Jugaces 
in the Ode Postkume^ Posthumey I mentioned to 
him, that a worthy gentleman of my acquaintance 
actually forgot his own name. — ^Johnson. *< Sir, that 
was a morbid oblivion/' 



FRIDAY, AUOUST 20. 

• Dr. Shaw, the professor of divinity, breakfasted 
with us. I took out my ^* Ogden on Prayer," and 
read some of it to the company. Dr. Johnson 
praised him. ^^ Abemethy, (said he,) allows only 
oi a physical effect of prayer upon the mind, which 
may be produced many ways, as well as by prayer ; 
for instance, by meditation. Ogden goes farther. 
Ill truth, we have the consent of all nations for the 
efficacy of prayer, whether offered up by individu- 
als, or by assemblies ; and Revelation has tolS us, 
it will be effectual. — ^I said, *• Leechman seemed 
to incline to Abernethy's doctrine." Dr. Watson 
obser\'ed, that Leechman meant to shew, that, even 
admitting no effect to be produced by prayer, re- 
specting the Deity, it was useful to our own minds. 
He had given only a part of his system : Dr. Jobn*^ 
son thought he should have given the whole. 
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Dr. Johnson enforced the strict observance of 
Sunday. *^ It shoald be different (he observed) 
from another day. People may walk, but not 
throw stones at birds. There may be relaxation, 
bat there should be no levity/' 

We went and saw Colonel Nairne^s garden and 
potto. Here was a fine old plane tree. Unluckily 
the colonel said^ there was but this and a]ft>ther 
large tree in the county. This assertion was an 
excellent cue for Dr. Johnson, who laughed enor* 
mously, calling me to hear It. He had expati-* 
tted to me on the nakedness of that part of Scot- 
land which he had seen. His '* Journey** has been 
violently abused, for what he has said upon thia 
subject. But let it be considered, that, when Dr. 
Johnson talks of trees, he means trees of good size^ 
such as he was accustomed to see in England ; and 
of these there are certainly very few upon the eastern 
co(ut of Scotland. Besides, he said, that he meant 
to give only a map of the road ; and let any 
traveller observe how many trees, which deserve the 
>)^e, he can see from the road from Berwick to 
Aberdeen. Had Dr. Johnson said, *^ there are no 
trees" upon this line, he would have said what is 
colloquially true ; because, by no trt^es, in common 
speech, we mean few. When he is particular in 
counting, he may be attacked. I know not how 
Colonel Naime came to say there were but two 
large trees in the county of Fife. I did not per- 
ceive that he smiled. There are certainly not a 
great many; but I could have shewn him more 
than two at Balmuto, from whence my ancestors 
<^e, and which now belongs to a branch of my 
family. 
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. The grotto was ingeniously constraotedL In the 
front of it were petrified stocks of fir^ plane^ and 
some other tree. Dr. Johnson said, '^ Scotland 
lias na right to boast of this, grotto ; it is 0!|i^ia^ to 
personal merit* I never denied personal merit to 
many of you.**— Professor Shaw said to me» as we 
walked, ^' This is a wonderful man : he is master 
of evsry subject he handles/* — Dr. Watson allowed 
him a very strong understanding, but wondered at 
bis total inattention to established manners, as he 
came from London. 

I have not preserved, in my Journal, any of the 
conversation which passed between Dr. Johnson 
and Professor Shaw ; but I recollect Dr. Johnson 
qaid to me afterwards, '^ I took much to Shaw." 

We left St. Andrews about nck)n, and some 
9)iles from it observing, at LetLchars, a church with 
^n old tower, we stopped to look at it* The manse, 
as the parsonage-house is called in Scotland, was 
close by. I waited on the minister^ mentioned our 
nameai, and begged he would tell ns what he knew 
about it. He was a very civil old man ; but could 
only inform us, that it was supposed to have stood 
eight hundred years. He told us, there was a 
qolony of Danes in his parish ; that they had landed 
at a remote period of time, and still remained a dis- 
tinct people. Dr. Johnson shrewdly inquired whe- 
ther they had brought women with them. We were 
not satisfied as to this colony. 

We saw> this day, Dundee and Aberbrothick, 
the last of which Dr. Johnson has celebrated in his 
" Journey.'* Upon the road we talked of the 
Roman Catholick faith. He mentioned (I think) 
*Tillot&on's argument against transubstantiation ; 
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|f That we are sure we see bread and wina only » 
\u that we read, in the Bible the text on which that 
feke doctrine is founded. We have only the evi* 
deooe of our senses for both.'* ^^ If^ (he added^) 
God had never spoken figuratively, we might hold 
that he speaks literally, when be says, ^ This is my 
body.'*-r-rBoswBLL. ^\ But what do you say, sir, tq 
the ancient and continued tradition of the church 
upon this point ?** — Johnson. '^ Tradition, sir, ha^ 
no place, where the Scriptures are plain ; and tra-^ 
dition cannot persuade a man into a belief of tran** 
8ub$tantiatton, Able men, indeed^ have said they 
believed it/' 

This is an awful subject I did not then press 
Dr. Johnson upon it ; nor shall I now enter upon 9 
disquisition concerning the import of those words 
uttered by our Saviour *, which had such an efFeck 
upou many of his disciples, that they '* went back| 
and walked no more with him." The Catechism 
and solemn office for Communion, in the Church of 
England^ maintain a mysterious belief in more than 
a mere commemoration of the death of Christ, by 
partaking of the elements of bread and wine« 

Dr. Johnson put me in mind, that, at St An* 
drews, I had defended my profession very well, 
when the question had again been started, Whether 
a lawyer might honestly engage with the first side 
that offers him a fee. ^^ Sir^ (said I,) it waa with 
your arguments against Sir William Forbes : but 
it was much that I could wield the arms of Goliah/* 



• Thep Jesas eaid unto theai« verify^ verily, I say unto you^ except 
Jt cat the flesh of the son of man, and drink his bloody ye have no life 
io yon. See St. John's Gospel, chap. vi. 6$, and foHaiiriii| 
itnes« 



■A ^ 
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' He said, our judges had not gone deep in the 
question concerning literary property. I mentioned 
Lord Monboddo*8 opinion, that if a man coald get 
a work by heart, he might print it^ as by sach an 
act the mind is eKerci8ed.^--JoHirsON. ** No, sir ; a 
man*s repeating it no more makes it his property, 
than a man may sell a cow which he drives home." 
-^-*-I said, printing an abridgement of a work, was 
allowed, \^hich was only cutting the horns and tail 
ofF the cow. — ^Johnson. " No, sir ; 'tis making 
the cow have a calf.*' 

About eleven at night we arrived at Montrose. 
We found but a sorry inn, where I myself saw 
another waiter put a lump of sugar with his fingers 
into Dr. Johnson*s. lemonade, for which he called 
him " Rascal !" It put me in great glee that our 
landlord was an Englishman. I rallied the Doctor 
upon this, and he grew quiet. Both Sir John Haw- 
kins's and Dr. Barney's History of Musick had 
then been advertised. I asked if this was not un- 
lucky : would not they hurt one another ? — ^Johkson. 
** No, sin They will do good to one another. 
Some will buy the one, some the other, and com* 
pare them ; and so a talk is made about a tiling, 
and the books are sold.** 

He was angry at me for proposing to carry 
lemons with us to Sky, that he might be sure to 
have his lemonade. *^ Sir, (said he,) I do not wish 
to be thought that feeble man who cannot do with- 
out any thing. Sir, it is very bad manners to carry 
provisions to any man's house, as if he could not 
entertain you. To an inferior, it is 'oppressive j 
to a superior, it is insolent/' 

Having taken the liberty, this evening, to re- 
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taark to Dr. Johnson, that he very often Mt quite 
silent for a long time^ even when in company with 
only a single friend^ which I myself had sometimes 
sadly experienced, he smiled and said, ^' It is true, 
sir. Tom Tyers, (for so he familiarly called oar 
iDgenious friend, who, since his death, ^ has paid a 
biographical tribute to his memory,) Tom Tyers 
described me the best. He once said to me, ' Sir, 
^ you are like a ghost: you never speak till you. are 
* spoken to*.** 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21. 

Neither the Bev. Mr. Nisbet, the established 

minist^^ nor the Rev. Mr. Spooner, the episQO-^ 

csd minister, were in town. Before breakfast,^ we 

went and saw the town-hall, where is a good danc- 

u)g*rooro^ and other rooms for tea-drinking. The 

appearance of the town from it is very well ; bi)t 

many of the houses are built with their ends to the 

street, which looks awkward. When we came down 

from it, I met Mr. Gleg, a merchant here. He went 

with us to see the English chapel. It is situated on a 

pretty dry spot, and there is a fine w*alk to it. It is 

really an elegant building, both within and without* 

The organ is adorned with green and gold. IH*. 

•lohnson gave a shilling extraordinary to the clerk, 

saying, " He belongs to an honest church.** I put 

liim in mind, that episcopals were but dissenters here; 

they were only tolerated. " Sir, (said he,) we are 

here, as Christians in Turkey.** — ^He afteifwardg 

^ent into an apothecary*s shop, and ordered soma 

medicine for himsdf, and wrote the prescription ia 

technical characters. The boy took him for a 

physician. 

* This description of Dr. JohnsoD, appears to have bean bottomed 
from Tom Jones, Book XI. chap. ii. *' The other who» like a ghost, 
^)y wanted to bi( spoke to, readily answered^" &c. 
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I doubted much which road to UthSf wheCKei^ 
to go by the coast, or by Lawrence Kirk ancf 
Monboddo. I knew Lord Monboddo and !>• 
Johnson did not love efach other; yet I was anwill- 
ing not to visit his Lordship ; and was also curious to 
see them together^. I mentioned my doubts to 
Dr. Johnson^ who said, he would go two miles 
out of his way to see Lord Monboddo. I thsrefore 
sent Joseph forward with the following note. 

^' MY DEAR LORD, * Montrose^ August m. 

^^ Thus far I am come with Mr. Samuel John- 
son. We must be at Aberdeen to-night I know 
you do not admire him so much as I do ; but I can- 
not be in this country without making you a bow 
lit your old place, as I do not know if I may again 
have an opportunity of seeing Monboddo. Besides, 
Mr. Johnson says, he would go two miles out of his 
way to see Lord Monboddo. I have sent forward 
my servant, that we may know if your lordship be 
at home. I am ever, my dear lord, 

^* Most sincerely yours, 

" James Boswell." 
' As we travelled onwards from Montrose, we had 
the Grampion hills in our view, and some good 
land around us, but void of trees and hedges. Dr. 
Johnson has said ludicrously, in his ^^ Journey," 
that the hedges were of stone ; for, instead of the 

R 

* There were several points of similarity between them ; learning, 
Nearness of heid, precision of speech, and a love of research on many 
subjects which people in general do not investigate. Foote paid 
Lord Monboddo the compliment of saying, that he was an Elzevir 
edition of Johnson." 

It ha» beea shrewdly observed that Foott must hiviB ineaat • 
dimintttivf^ or pocket edition. 
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rerdant thorn to refresh the eye, we found th^ bare 
wdl or dike intersecting the Prospect. He ob* 
served, that it was wonderful to see a country so 
divested, so denuded of trees* 

We stopped at Lawrence Kirk, where our great 
Gnminarian, Rudditiian, was once schoolmaster;* 
We respectfully remembered that excellent man and 
eminent scholar, by whose labours a knowledge of 
the Latin language will be preserved in Scotland, if 
it shall be preserved at ail. Lord Gardenston, one 
of our judges, collected money to raise a monu- 
ment to him at this place, which I hope will be 
well executed"*. I know my father gave five gui* 
neas towards it. Lord Gardenston is the proprietor 
of Lsarenoe Kirk, and has encouraged the building 
ofamanufactiaring village, of which he is exceed* 
ingly fond, and has written a pamphlet upon it, 
as if he had founded Thebes ; in which, however, 
there are many useful precepts strongly expressed. 
The village seemed to be irregularly built, some o^ 
the houses being of clay, some of brick, and some 
of brick and stone. Dr. Johnson observed, they 
thatched well here. 

I was a little acquainted with Mr. Forbes^ the 
minister of the parish. I sent to inform him that 
a gentleman desired to see him. He returned for 
answer, '^ that he would not come to a stranger.** 
I thea gave my name, and he came. I remonstrated 
to him for not coming to a stranger ; and, by pre* 
seating him to Dr. Johnson, proved to him what a 
stranger might sometimes be. His Bible inculcates^ 
** be not forgetful to entertain strangers," and 
mentions the same motive. He defended himself 
hy saying, *^ He had once come <o a stranger wha 

• [This monoiacDt, it it beliered^ hai n^t been erected.] 
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sent fdr him t snd he found hicn ' a litiie worth 
person P 

Dr. Johnson insbted on stopping at the inn, as 
I told him that Lord Gardenston bad famished it 
with a collection of books^ that traTellera might 
have entertainment for, the mind, as well as the 
body. He praised the des^n, but wished ' there 
had been more books, and those better chosen. 

About a mile from Monbdddo, where you turn 
off the road, Joseph was watting to tdi us my lord 
expected us to dinner. We drove over a wild moor* 
It rained, and the scene was somewhat dreary. Dr* 
Johnson repeated, with solemn emphasis, Macbeth*a 
speech on meeting the witches. As we travelled on, 
he told me, ^' Sir, you got into our club by doing 
what a man can do*. Several of the members 
wished to keep you out. Burke told me, he doubted 
if you were fit for it : but, now you are in, none 
of them are sorry. Burke says, that you have so 
much good humour naturally, it is scarce a virtue.** 
— ^BoswBLL. " They were afraid of you, sir, as it 
was you who proposed roe.*'. — Johnson. ^* Sir, 
they knew, that if they refused you, they'd pro* 
bably never l;iave got in another. Id have kqit them 
all out. Beauclerk was very earnest for you.***~ 
BoswBLL. '^ Beauclerk has a keenness of mind which 
is very uncommon." — Johnson, *^Yes, sir; and 
every thing comes from him so easily. It appears 
to me that I labour, when I say a good thing.** — 
BoswBLL. ^^ You are loud; sir; but it is not an effort 
of mind.** 

* Thit, I fiiKi> is considered at obscuie. I suppose Dr. Johosoa 
neant^ that I assiduously and earnestly recommended myself to somt 
of the vicmbcrs, as in a canvass for aa eiectioa into parliament. 
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Monboddo is a wretched place, wild and naked, 
with a poor old house; though, if I recollect 
right, there are two turrets which mark an old 
baron*8 residence. Lord Monboddo received us at 
his gate most courteously ; pointed to the Douglas 
arms upon his house, and told us that his great- 
grandmother was of that family. ^^ In such houses 
(said he,) our ancestors lived, who were better 
men than we.** — " No, no, my lord. (said Dr. John- 
son.) We are as strong as they, and a great deal 
wiser.**— This was an assault upon one of Lord 
Monboddo*s capital dogmas, and I was afraid there 
would have been a violent altercation in the very 
close, before we got into the house. But his 
lordship is distinguished not only for ancient meta- 
physicks,** but for ancient politessey " la vieille cour,** 
and he made no reply. 

His lordship was dressed in a rustick suit, and wore 
a little round hat; he told us, we now saw him as 
Farmer Burnet, and we should have his family din* 
ner, a farmer's dinner. He said, " I should not 
have forgiven Mr. Boswell, had he not brought you 
here, Dr. Johnson.'* He produced a very long 
stalk of corn, as a specimen of his crop, and said, 
** You see here the l^las segetes:'* he added, that 
Firgil seemed to be as enthusiastick a farmer as he, 
and was certainly a practical one. — ^Johnson. " It 
does not always follow, my lord, that a man who 
has written a good poem on an art, has practised 
it. Philip Miller told me, that in Philips's Cydbr, 
a poem, all the precepts were just, and indeed 
better than in books written for the purpose of in- 
structing; yet Philips had never made cyder.'* 

F 
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I started the subject of einigratk>n.-*^OKil80ir. 
'^ To a man of m«re animal life, you can urge do 
argument against going to America, but that it 
tvilk be some time before he will get the earth to 
produce. But a man of any intellectoal enjoyment 
will not easily go and immerse himself and hia 
posterity for ages in barbarism.'* 

He and my lord spoke highly of Homer.--* 
Johnson. " He had all the learning of his age. 
The shield of Achilles shews a nation in war, a 
nation in peace ; harvest sport, nay, stealing.**'— * 
MoNBODDo. ^' Ay, and what we (looking to me) 
would call a parliament-house scene; a cause 
pleaded.'* — Johnson. " That is part of the life of 
a nation in peace. And there are in Homer such 
characters of heroes, and combinations of qualities 
of heroes, that the united powers of mankind ever 
since have not produced any but what are to be 
found there." — Monboddo. "Yet no character is 
described." — ^Johnson. " No; they, sill derelope 
themselves. Agamemnon is always a gentleman- 
like character ,* he has always B«<riXiKov ri. That 
the ancients held so, is plain from this ; that Euri- 
pedes^ in his Hecuba, makes him the person to in* 

* My note of this b much too short. Brevit esse lahoro. obtcurus 
Jio. Yet as I have resolved that the very Journal which Dr. Johnson 
read, shall be presented to the publick, I will not expand the text in 
any considerable degree, though I may occasionally supply a word xm 
complete the sense, as I fill up the blanks of abbreviation, in the writ« 
ing ; neither of which can be said to change the genuine Journal. On« 
of the best criticks of our age conjectures that the imperfect passage 
above was probably as follows : "In his book we have an accurate 
display of a nation in war, and a nation in peace ; the peasant is deli<* 
neated as truly as the general ; nay, even han*est-sport, and the rnodu* 
•f ancient theft are described .*' 
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terpose.*" — ^Monboddo. " The history of manners 
18 the most valuable. I never set a high value oil 
any other history." — Johnson. '* Nor I; and there* 
fore I esteem biography, as giving us what comes 
near to ourselves^ what wecan turn to use/' Boswell. 
** But in the course of general history, we find man- 
ners. In wars, we see the dispositions of people^ 
their degrees of humanity, and other particulars.'* 
—Johnson. *'Tes; but then you must take all th« 
facts to get this ; and it is but a little you get''-^ 
MoNJioDDO. *^ And it is that little which makes 
history valuable." — ^Bravo! thought I; they agree 
like two brothers. — Monboddo. " I am sorry, Dr. 
Johnson, you were not longer at Edinburgh to receive 
the homag« of our men of learning.'* — Johnson. 
** My lord, I received great respect and great kind- 
nes8."*^Bosw£i<L. ^^ He goes back to Edinburgh 
after our toup."-=-We talked of the decrease of 
learning in Scotland, and of the Muses' Welcome* 
— Johnson. ^^ Learning is much decreased in Eng« 
land, in my remembrance". — Monboddo. ** You, 
sir, have lived to see its decrease in England, I its 
extinction in Scotland." However, I brought him 
to confess that the High School of Edinburgh did 
well.— Johnson. '* Learning has decreased in Eng- 
land, because learning will not do so much for a 
man as formerly. There are other ways of getting 



* Dr. Johnson modestly said, he had not read Homer so much as 
he wished he had done. But this conversation shews how well he was 
acquainted with the Mceoiiian bard ; and he has shewn it still more 
in his criticism upon Pope's Homer, in his Life of that Poet. My 
excellent friend, Mr. Langton, told me, he was once present at a dis-^ 
pute between Dr. Johnson and Mr. Burke, on the comparative merits 
of Homer and Virgil, which was carried on with extraordinary abili- 
on both sides. Dr. Johnson maiataiatd the aoperiority of Homer 

F2 
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preferment. Few bishops are now made for their 
learning. To be a bishop, a man must be learned 
in a learned age, — factious in a factious age ; but 
always of eminence. Warburton is an exception ; 
though his learning alone did not raise him. He 
was first an antagonist to Pope, and helped Theo- 
bald to publish his Shakspeare; but, seeing Pope 
the rising roan, — ^when Crousaz attacked his ' Essay 
on Man/ for some faults which it has, and some 
which it has not, Warburton defended it in the 
IJReview of that time. This brought him acquainted 
with Pope^ and he gained his friendship. Pope 
introduced him to Allen, Allen married him to hit 
niece : so, by Allen's interest and his own, he was 
made a bishop. But then his learning was the sine 
qui non : He knew how to make the most of it; but 
I do not find by any dishonest means.** — ^Mokboddo. 
*' He is a great man/' — Johmsok. " Yes ; he has 
great knowledge, — ^great power of mind. . Hardly 
any man brings greater variety of learning to bear 
upon his point.*' — Monboddo. " He is one of the 
greatest lights of your church." — ^Johnson. " Why, 
we are not so sure of his being very friendly to us. 
He blazes, if you will, but that is not always the 
steadiest light. — ^Liowth is another bishop who has 
risen by his learning." 

Dr. Johnson examined young Arthur, Idyrd 
Monboddo's son, in Latin. He answered very well ; 
upon which he said, with complacency, " Get you 
gone ! When King James comes back,* you shall 
be in the 'Muses' Welcome !" — My lord and Dr. 

* I find «oine doubt has beeii entertained concerning Dr. Johnson's 
aaeaning here. It is to be supposed that he neant, *' when a kbg shaU 
fgain be entertained in Scotland.** ^ 



TO THE HEBRIDES. $9 

JohnRon disputed a little, whether the Savage or the 
London Shopkeeper had the best existence ; his 
lordship, as usual, preferring the Savage* — My 
lord was extremely hospitable, and I saw both Dr. 
Johnson and him liking each other better every 
hour. 

Dr. Johnson having retired for a short time, his 
lordship spoke of his conversation as I could have 
wished. Dr. Johnson had said, ^' I have done 
greater feats with my knife than this ;'* though he 
had eaten a very hearty dinner. — My lord, who 
aflTects or believes he follows an abstemious system, 
seemed struck with Dr. jGhnson*s manner of living. 
I had a particular satisfaction in being under the 
roof of Monboddo, my lord being my father's old 
friend, and having been always very good to ipe. 
We were cordial together. He asked Dr. Johnson 
and me to stay all night. When I said we must be 
at Aberdeen, he replied, *' Well, I am like the Ro- 
mans : I shall say to you, ' Happy to come ; — 
* happy to depart !'* He thanked Dr. Johnson for 
his visit. — Johnson. " I, little thought, when I had 
the honour to meet your Lordship in London, that 
I should see you at Monboddo.*' After dinner, as 
the ladies were going away. Dr. Johnson would 
stand up. He insisted that politeness was of great 
consequence in society. ^' It is, (said he,) ficti- 
tious benevolence. It supplies the place of it amongst 
those who see each other only in publick, or but 
little. Depend upon it, the want of it never fails 
to produce something disagreeable to one or other. 
I have always applied to good breeding, what Ad- 
dison in his Cato says of honour : 

" Honour's a sacred tie ; the law of Kings } 
** The noble mind's distinguishing perfection. 
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** That aids and strengthens Vlrtae wheie it meets her | 
" And imitates her actions where she is not.** 

When he took up his large oak stick, he said^ 
<< My lord, that's Homerich ;'' thus pleasantly allud- 
ing to his lordship's favourite writer. 

Gory, my lord's black servant, was sent as oar 
guide^ to conduct us to the high road. The circum- 
stance of each of them having a black servant was 
another point of similarity between Johnson and 
Monboddo. I observed how curious it was to see 
an African in the North of Scotland^ with little or 
no difference of manners from those of the natives* 
Dr. Johnson laughed to see Gory and Joseph riding 
together most cordially. " Those two fellows, (said 
he,) one from Africa, the other from Bohemia, 
seem quite at home." — He was much pleased with 
Lord Monboddo to-day. He said, he would have 
pardoned him for a few paradoxes, when he found 
he had so much that was good : but that, from bis 
appearance in London, he thought him all paradox ; 
which would not do. He observed, that his lord- 
ship had talked no paradoxes to-day. ^^ And as 
to the savage and the London shopkeeper, (said he,) 
I don't know but I might have taken the side of the 
savage equally, had any body else taken the side of 
the shopkeeper." — He had said to my lord, in opposU 
tion to the value of the savage's courage, that it was 
ovving to his limited, power of thinking, and re» 
peated Pope's verses, in which ^' Macedonia's snad-» 
man" is introduced, and the conclusion is, 

" Yet ne er looks forward farther than his nose." 

« 

I objected to the last phrase, as being low. — Johx- 
son.. '^ Sir, it is intended to be low: it is satire. 
The expression is debased^ to debase the character/* 
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When Gory was about to part from us. Dr. 
Joimson called to him, ^' Mr. Gory, give me leave 
to ask you a question I are you baptised ?" Gory 
told him he was, and confirmed by the Bishop of 
Durham. He then gave him a shilling. 

We had tedious driving this afternoon, and were 
somewhat drowsy. Last night I was afraid Dr« 
Johnson was beginning to faint in his resolution ; for 
he said, '^ If we must ride much, we shall not go ; 
and there's an end on't."—- To-day, when he^talked 
of Shy with spirit, I said, *^ Why, sir, you seemed to 
me to despond yesterday. You are a delicate Lon* 
doner ; — you are a maccaroni ; you can't ride."— 
Johnson. ^' Sir, I shall ride better than you. I was 
only afraid I should not find a horse able to carry 
ine." — I hoped then there would be no fear of get- 
ting through our wild Tour. 

We came to Aberdeen at half an hour past eleven^ 
The New Inn, we were told, was full. This was 
comfortless. The waiter, however, asked, if one of 
our names was Boswell, and brought me a letter 
left at the inn : ifc was from Mr. Thrale, enclosing 
one to Dr. Johnson. Finding who I was, we were 
told they would contrive to lodge us by putting us 
for a night into a room with two beds. The waiter 
said to me in the broad strong Aberdeenshire dialect, 
** I thought I knew you, by your likeness to your 
father." — My father puts up at the New Inn, when 
on his circuit. Little was said to-night. I was to 
sleep in a little press-bed in Dr. Johnson's room.. 
I had it wheeled out into the dining-room, and 
there I lay very well. 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ft. 

I sent a message to Professor Thomas Gordon, 
who came and breakfasted with us. He had secured 
seats for us at the English chapel. We found a 
respectable congregation, and an admirable organ^ 
well played by Mr. Tait. 

We walked down to the shore: Dr. Johnson 
laughed to hear that Cromwell's soldiers taught tha 
Aberdeen people to make shoes and stockings^ and to 
plant cabbages. He asked, if weaving the plaids was 
ever a domestick art in the Highlands, like spin- 
ning or knitting. They could not inform him here. 
But he conjectured probably, that where people 
lived so remote frpm each other, it was likely to 
be a domestick art ; as we see it was among the anci- 
ents, from Penelope.— I was sensible to-day, to an 
extraordinary degree, of Dr. Johnson's excellent 
English pronunciation. I cannot account for its 
striking me more now than any other day: but it 
was as if new to me ; and I listened to every sen- 
tence which he spoke, as to a musical composition.^— 
Professor Gordon gave him an account of the plan 
of education in his college. Dr. Johnson said, it 
was similar to that at Oxford. — Waller the poet's 
great grandson was studying here. Dr. Johnson 
wondered chat a man should send his son so far ofi^ 
when there were so many good schools in England* 
He said, " At a great school there is all the splendour 
and illumination of many minds ; the radiance of all 
is concentrated in each, or at least reflected upon 
each. But we must own that neither a dull boy, 
nor an idle boy, will do so well at a ^reat school 
as at a private one. For at a great school there are 
iilways bays enough to do well easily, who are 
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. sufficient to keep up the credit of the school ; and 
after whipping being tried to no purpose, the dull 
or idle boys are left at the end of a class, having the 
appearance of going through the course, but learn- 
ing nothing at all. Such boys may do good at a 
private school, where constant attention is paid to 
them, and they are watched. So that the question 
of publick or private education is not properly a ge- 

. ^ neral one ; but whether one or the other is best for 

^y^y son.** 

We were told the present Mr. Waller was a 
plain country gentleman ; and his son would be such 
another. I observed, a family could not expect a 
poet but 'in a hundred generations. — ^^ Nay, (said 
Dr. Johnson,) not one family in a hundred can ex- 
pect a poet in a hundred generations.'* He then 
repeated Dryden*s celebrated lines. 

Three poets in three distant ages born> &c. 

and a part of a Latin translation of it done at Oxford* : 
he did not then say by whom. 

He received a card from Sir Alexander Gordon, 
who had been his acquaintance twenty years ago in 
London, and who, " if forgiven for not answering 
a line from him,'* would come in the afternoon. Dr. 
Johnson rejoiced to hear of him, and begged 
he would come and dine with us. I was much 
pleased to see the kindness with which Dr. 

• London, 2d May , 1778. 
I>r. Johnson acknowledged that he was himself the authour of 
the translation ahove alluded to, and dictated it to me as follows : 
Qaos laudet vates Grains Romanus et Anglus 

Tres tria temporibus secla dedere suis. 
Sublime ingenium Grains ; Romanus habebat 

Carmen grande sonans ; Anglus utrumquetulit. 
Kil majus Natura capit : clarare priores 
Qoae potueie duos tertius unus habet. 
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Johnson recdved his old friend Sir AleKander ; a 
gentleman of good family^ Lismore, but who had 
not the estate. The King's College here made him 
Professor of Medicine, which afibrds him a decent 
subsistence* He told us that the value of the stock* 
ings exported from Aberdeen was^ in peace, a han« 
dred thousand pounds ; and amounted, in time of 
war, to one hundred and seventy thousand pounds. 
Dr. Johnson asked, What made the difference ? 
Here we had a proof of the comparative sagacity of 
the two professors. Sir Alexander answered, " Be- 
cause there is more occasion for them in war.'* 
Professor Thomas Gordon answered, ^ Because the 
Germans, who are our great rivals in the manufac* 
ture of stockings^ are otherwise employed in time 
of war."— Johnson. *' Sir, you have given a very 
good solution." 

At dinner. Dr. Johnson ate several plate-fulls of 
Scotch broth^ with barley and peas in it, and seem- 
ed very fond of the dish. I said^ *^ You never ate it 
before." — Johnson. *^ No, sir; but I don*t care 
how soon I eat it again." — My cousin. Miss Dallas, 
formerly of Inverness, was married to Mr. Rid- 
doch, one of the ministers of the English chapel 
here. He was ill, and cenfined to his room ; but 
she sent us a kind invitation to tea, which we all 
^accepted. She was the same lively, sensible, cheer* 
ful woman as ever. Dr. Johnson here threw out 
some jokes against Scotland. He said, " You go 
first to Aberdeen ; then to Enbru (the Scottish pro- 
nunciation of Edinburgh); then to Newcastle, to 
be polished by the colliers ; then to York ; then to 
London.'^ And he laid hold of a little girl, Stuart 
Dallas, niece to Mrs, Riddoch, and, representing 
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himself as a giant^ said, he woald take her with hitn ! 
telling her, in a hollow voice, that he lived in a 
oave, and had a bed in the rock, and ^he should 
have a little bed cut opposite to it ! 

He thus treated the point, as to prescription of 
tnurder in Scotland. ^' A jury in England would 
make allowance for deficiencies of evidence, oa 
account of lapse of time : but a general rule that a 
crime should not be punished, or tried for the pur- 
pose of punishment, after twenty years, is bad : It 
is cant to talk of the King*s advocate delaying a 
prosecution from maUce. How unlikely is it the 
King*s advocate should have malice against persons 
who commit murder, or should even know them at 
all — If the son of the murdered man should kill 
the murderer who got off merely by prescription, I 
would help him to make his escape ; though, were 
I upon his jury, I would not acquit him. I would 
not advise him to commit such an act. On the 
contrary, I would bid him submit to the determina* 
tion of society, because a man is bound to submit 
to the inconveniences of it, as he enjoys the good : 
but the young man, though politically wrongs 
would not be morally wrong. He would have to 
say ** here I am amongst barbarians, who not only 
refuse to do justice, but encourage the greatest of 
all crimes^ I am therefore in a state of nature : for, 
so iar as there is no law, it is a state of nature : and 
consequently, upon the eternal and immutable law 
of justice, which requires that he who sheds man's 
blood should have his blood shed^ I will stab the 
murderer of my father.** 

We went to our inn, and sat quietly. Dr. John* 
son borrowed^ at Mr. Riddocb's^ a volume of 
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Massillons Discourses on the Psalms : but I found 
he read little in it. Ogden too he sometimes took 
up^ and glanced at; but threw it down again. I 
then entered upon religious conversation. Never 
did I see him in a better frame : calm, gentle, wise^ 
holy. — I said, ** Would not the same objection 
hold against the Trinity as against Transub- 
stantiation ? — *' Yes, (said he,), if you take three 
and one in the same sense. . If you do so, to be sure 
you cannot believe it : but the three persons in the 
Godhead are Three in one sense, and One in another. 
We cannot tell how ; and that is the mystery !*' 

I spoke of the satisfaction of Christ. He said his 
notion was, that it did not atone for the sins of the 
world; but, by satisfying divine justice, by shew- 
ing that no less than the Son of Grod suffered for 
sin, it shewed to men and innumerable created be- 
ings, the heniousness of it, and therefore rendered 
it unnecessary for divine vengeance to be exercised 
against sinners, as it otherwise must have been ; that 
in this way it might operate even in favour of those 
who had never heard of it : as to those who did hear 
of it, the effect it should produce would be repen- 
tance and piety, by impressing upon the mind a just 
notion of sin : that original sin was the propensity 
to evil, which no doubt was occasioned by the fall. 
He presented this solemn subject in a new light to 
me *, and rendered much more rational and clear 
the doctrine of what our Saviour has done for us ;»— 
as it removed the notion of imputed righteousness 

* My worthy, intelligent, and candid friend. Dr. Kippis, iDfonnt 
ine, that several divines have thus explained the mediation of our 
Saviour. What Dr. Johnson now delivered, was but a temponuy 
opinion ; for he afterwards was fully convinced of the propitiaioru 
sacrifice, as I shall shew at large in my future work, Thk ].in 09 
Samuel JoHvtov) L.L.D. 
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In co-operating ; whereas by this view, Christ has 
done all already that he had to do, or is ever to do, 
for mankind, by making his great satisfaction ; the 
consequences of which will affect each individual 
according to the particular conduct of each. I 
would illustrate this by saying, that Christ's satis- 
friction resembles a sun placed to shew light to men^ 
•o that it depends upon themselves whether they 
will walk the right way or not, which they could 
not have done without that sun, ^' the sun of 
righteousness^^ There is, however, more in it than 
merely giving light — a light to lighten the Gentiles: 
for we are told, there is healing under his wings. 
Dr. Johnson said to me, ^' Richard Baxter com- 
mends a treatise by Grotius, De Satisfactione 
Christi. I have never read it : but I intend to read 
it ; and you may read it/* I remarked, upon the 
principle now laid down, we might explain the 
difficult and seemingly hard text, *^ They that be- 
lieve shall be saved ; and they that believe not shall 
be damned :" They that believe shall have such an 
impression made upon their minds, as will make' 
them act so that they may be accepted by God. 

We talked of one of our friends taking ill, for 
a length of time, a hasty expression of Dr. John-» 
son^s to him, on his attempting to prosecute a sub- 
ject that had a reference to religion, beyond the 
bounds within which the Doctor thought such 
topicks should be confined in a mixed company.-— 
Johnson. " What is to become of society, if a 
friendship of twenty years is to be broken off for such 
a cause ?'* As Bacon says, 

'' Who then to frail mortality shall trust, 

'' But linmt the water, or but writes in dust." 



rs JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

I said, he should write expressly in sapport oT 
Christianity ; for that, although a reverence for it 
shines through his works in several places, that is 
not enough. ^^ You know, (said I,) what Grotitis 
has done, and what Addison has done.— You 
should do also.'* — ^He replied, ^^ I hope I shall.*' 

MONDAY, AUGUST 23. 

Principal Campbell, Sir Alexander Gordon, 
Professor Gordon, and Professor Ross, visited us 
in the morning, as did Dr. Gerard, who had come 
six miles from the country on purpose. We went 
and saw the Marischal College *, and at one o'clock 
we waited on the magistrates in the town hall, as 
they had invited us in order to present Dr. Johnson 
with the freedom of the town, which Provost Jopp 
did with a very good grace. Dr. Johnson was 
much pleased with this mark of attention, and re- 
ceived it very politely. There was a pretty nume- 
rous company assembled. It was striking to hear 
all of them drinking *' Dr. Johnson ! Dr. John- 
son !" in the town-hall of Aberdeen, and then to 
see him with his burgess-ticket, or diploma-|*, in 
his hat, which he wore as he walked along the 
street, according to the usual custom. — It gave me 
great satisfaction to observe the regard, and indeed 
fondness too, which every body here had for mj 
father. 



* Dr. Beattie was so kindly enlertained in England, that he had 

not yet returned home. 
+ Dr Johnson's burgess-ticket was in these words : 
" Aberdonias, vigeaimo tertio die mensis Augusti^ anno Domini 

nillcsimo fteptingcniesimo septuagesimo tertio, ia presentia honorabi* 
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While Sir A]exaader Gordon conducted Dr. 
Johnson to old Aberdeen^ Professor Gordon and 
I called on Mr. Riddoch^ whom I found to be a 
grave worthy clergyman. He observed, that, 
whatever might be said of Dr. Johnson while he was 
alive, he wouldj after he was dead, be looked up- 
on by the world with regard and astonishment, on 
account of his Dictionary. 

Professor Gordon and I walked over to the Old 
College, which Dr. Johnson had seen by this time. 
I stepped into the chapel, and looked at the tomb 
of the founder. Archbishop Elphinston, of whom 
I shall have- occasion to write in my History 
of James IV. of Scotland, the patron of my 
family. 

We dined at Sir Alexander Gordon's. The 
ftovost. Professor Ross, Professor Dunbar, Pro- 
fessor Thomas Gordon, were there. After dinner 
came in Dr. Gerard, Profescior Leslie, Professor Mac* 
leod. We had little or no conversation in the 
morning ; now we were but barren. The profes- 
sors seemed afraid to speak. 

Dr. Gerard told us that an eminent printer was 
very intimate with Warburtoir.-— Johnson. *^ Why, 



lium Yirorum, Jacob! Jopp, armigeri, prsepositi, Adam! Duff, 
Golielmi Young, Geosgii Marr, et Gullelmi Forbes, BaUvorum, 
Galielmi Raiaie Decani gailde, et Joannis NicoU Thesaurarii dicti 
bufgi. 

" Quo die vir generosus et doctrina claras, Samuel Johnson, 
L.L. D. receptus et admissus fait in municipes et fratres guild* 
pncfati bttvgi de Aberdeen. In deditissimi amoris et affectus ac exH 
mia obflcrvantiaB tesseram^ quibus dicti Magistratut eun amplectun- 
tmr. Extiactum per mc. 
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sir, he has printed some of his works, and perhaps 
bought the property of some of them. The inti- 
macy is such as one of the professors here may .have 
with one of the carpenters who is repairing the 
college." — " But, (said Gerard), I saw a letter from 
him to this printer, in which he says, that the one 
half of the clergy of the church of Scotland are 
fanaticks, and the other half infidels." — ^Johnson. 
** Warburton has accustomed himself to write let- 
ters just as he speaks, without thinking any more 
of what he throws out. When I read Warburton 
first, and observed his force, and his contempt of 
mankind, I thought he had driven the world be- 
fore him ; but I soon found that was .not the case ; 
for Warburton, by extending his abuse^ rendered 
it ineffectual.** 

He told me, when we were by ourselves, that 
he thought it very wrong in the printer, to shew 
Warburton*s letter, as it was raising a body of ene- 
mies against him. He thought it foolish in War- 
burton to write so to the printer ; and added, 
** Sir, the worst way of being intimate, is by scribe 
bling.'* He called Warburton*s '* Doctrine of 
Grace'* a poor performance, and so he said waa 
Wesley's Answer. " Warburton, he observed, had 
laid himself very open. In particular,, he was weak 
enough to say, that, in some disorders of the ima- 
gination, people had spoken with tongues, had 
spoken languages which they never knew before ; 
a thing as absurd as to say, that, in some disorders 
of the imagination, people had been known to fly.** 

I talked of the difference of genius, to try if I 
could engage Gerard in a disquisition with Dr. 
Johnson ; but I did not succeed. I mentioned^ as 
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ft curious fact, that Locke had written verses, — 
Johnson. '^ I knowofnone^ sir, but a kind of ex* 
ercise prefixed to Dr. Sydenham's Works, in which 
he has some conceits about the dropsy, in which 
water and burning are united ; and how Dr. Syden- 
ham removed fire by drawing off water, contrary 
to the usual practice, which is to extinguish fire by 
bringing water upon it*-^! am not sure that there 
is a word of all this ; but it is such kind of talk*/* 



• All this, as Dr. Johnson suspected at the time, was the ioiniedU 
ate invention of his own lively imagination ; for there is not one word 
of it in Mr. Locke*s complimentary performance. My readers will, I 
have no doubt, like to be satisfied, by comparing them ; and, at any 
rate, it may entertain them to read verses composed by our great meta* 
physician, when a Bachelor in Physick. 

A U C T O R I« IV Tractatum bjds db FsBRiBUf. 

Febrilea aestus, victumque ardoribus orbem 

' Flevit, non tantis par Medicina malis. 
Kam post mille artes, medicae tentamina curae, 

Ardet adhuc Febris ; nee velit arte regi. 
Prsda sumus flammis ; -solum hoc sper^unus ab igne, 

Ut restet paucus, quern capit urna, cinis. 
Dum quaerit medicus febris caussamque, modumque^ 

Flammarum & tenebras, & sine luce faces ; 
Quas tractat patitur flam mas, & febrc calesccns, / 

Corroit ipse suis victima rapta focis. 
Qm tardos potuit morbos, artusque trementes, 

Sistere, febrili se videt igne rapi. 
Sic faber exesos fulsit tubicine muros ; 
- Dum trahit antiquas lenta ruina domos. 
Sed si flamma vorax oiiseras incenderit sdes, 

Unica flagrantes tunc sepelire salus. 
Fitfuga, tecionicas nemo tunc invocat artes ; 

Cum perit artificis non minus usta domus. 
Se taodem Si/denltam febrisquc Scholaeque furori 

Opponens, morbi quaerit, & artis o|>em. 
Non temere incusat tectae putedinis ignes ; 

Nee £ctu9, febres qui fovet, humor «rit< 

G 
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We spoke of Fingal. Dr. Johnson said calmly^ 
If the poems were really translated, they were 
certainly ^rst written down. Let Mr. Maq>hersoa 
deposite the manuscript in one of the colleges at 
Aberdeen, where there are peofde who can judge ; 
and, if the professors certify the authenticity^ then 
there will be an end of the controversy.. If he does not 
take this obvious and easy method, he gives the be&t 



Non bllem ille movet, nulla hie pitoita ; Salutil 

Quae spes» si fallax ardeat iutus aqua? 
Nee doetas inagno rixas ostentat hiatu^ 

Quls ipsis mi^or febribus ardor inest. 
Jn^oeuas placide corpus jubet nrere flaitiinas^ 

£l justo rapidot temperat ig^ne focos. 
Quid febrim exstiuguat, varius quid postulat vsos, 

Solari xgrotos, qua potes arte, docet. 
Hactenas ipsa suam tiraoit Natura calorem^ 

Dum saepe incertOy quo ealet, igne petit : 
Dum reparat tacitos mnie provida sanguinis ignes, 

Pneiusit busto, fit calor iste rpgus. 
Jam secura suas foveant pnecordia flammasy 

Quern Natura n^t, dat Medicina modrnxi. 
Nee solum fhciles compescit sangoinis sestus, 

Dum-dubia est inter spem^ue meturoque salus 4 
Sed fiaitale malum domuit, quodqueastra malignum 

CredimnSy iratam vel genuisse Stygem, 
Extorsit Lachcsi cultros, Pestique venenum 

Abstulit, & tantos non stnit esse metus: 
Quis tandem arte nova domitam mitescere Pestcin 

Credat, & antiquas ponere posse minas ? 
Post tot mille neces, cumulataque funera busto, 

Victajacet, parvo vuloere, diraLues 
JEtheriae qnanquam spargunt contagia flammst^ 

Quicquid inest istis ignibus, ignis erit. 
Dclapsse cobIo flamms licet acrius urant. 

Has gelida exstingui non nisi morte putas ? 
Tu meliora paras victrix Mediciua $ tuusque, 

Pestis quae superat cuncta, triumphus eris. 
Vive liber, victis febrilibus ignibns ; un\is 

Te ^imul & mundum qui maner, ignis erit. 

f. L6CK, A. M. Ex. Acde ChrisU, Qxob., 
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reason to doubt; considering too^ how much is 
against it i priori** 

We sauntered after dinner in Sir Alexander's gar- 
den^ and saw his little grotto^ which is hung with 
pieces of poetry written in a fair hand. It was 
agreeable to observe the contentment and kindness 
of this quiet, beneyolent man. Professor Macleod 
was brother to Macleod of Talisker^ and brother- 
io-law to the Laird of Col. He gave me a letter to 
young Col. I was weary of this day^ and began to 
think wishfully of being again in motion. I was 
uneasy to think myself too fastidious, whilst I fancied 
Dr. Johnson quite satisfied. But he owned to me 
that he was fatigued and teased by Sir Alexander's 
doing too much to entertain him. I said, it was all 
kjndness.--JoHNSOK. '^ True, sir ; but sensation is 
sensation.** — ^Bosw£LL. /* It is so : we feel pain 
equally from the surgeon*s probe^ as from the sword 
pf the foe.** 

We visited two booksellers* shops, and could not 
find Arthur Johnson*s Poems. We went and sat 
near an hour at Mr. Riddoch*s. He could not teU 
distinctly how much education at the college 
here costs^ which disgusted Dr. Johnson* I had 
pledged myself that we should go to the inn, and 
not stay supper. They pressed us, but ha was 
resolute. I saw Mr. Riddoch did not please him. 
He said to me, afterwards^ *^ Sir^ he has no vigour 
in his talk.** But my friend should have considered 
that he himself was not in good humour ; so that it 
was not easy to talk to his satisfaction. We sat 
contentedly at our inn. He then became merry, 
and observed how litUe we had either heard or said 

q2 
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at Aberdeen: that the Aberdorlians had not started 
a single maivkin (the' Scottish word for hare) for us 
to pursue. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24. 

We set out about eight in the morning, and 
breakfasted at Ellon, The landlady said to me, 
" Is not this the great Doctor that is going about 
through the country ?" — I said, " Yes/* — " Ay, 
(said she,) we heard of him. I made an errand into 
the room on purpose to see him. There's som^ 
thing great in his appearance : it is a pleasure to 
have such a man in oue*s house ; a man who doe^ 
so much good. If I had thought of it, I. would 
have shewn him a child of mine, who has had a lump 
on his throat for some time."-^" But, (said I,) he 
is not a doctor of physick." — " Is he an oculist ?" 
said the landlord.-—" No, (said I,) he is only a 
very learned man," — Landlord. ** They say he is 
the greatest man in England, except Lord Mans- 
field.'* — Dr. Johnson was highly entertained with 
* this, and I >do think he was pleased too. He said, 
*^ I like the exception : to have called me the great- 
est man in England, would have been an unmean- 
ing compliment : but the exception marked that the 
praise was in earnest ; and, in. Scotland, the excep- 
tion must be Lord Man^eld, or — Sir John Pringle.^ 
He told me a good story of Dr. Goldsmith. Gra- 
ham, who wrote Telemachus, a Masque,*' was 
sitting one nighty with him and Dr. Johnson, and 
was half drunk. He rattled away to Dr. Johnson : 
♦^ You arc a clever fellow, to be sure; but you 
eannot write an essay like Addison, or verses like 
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the Rape op the Lock.** At last he said*, Doctor^ 
I should be happy to s^e you at Eaton." — ^* I shall 
be glad to wait on you,** answered Goldsmith. 
— *' No, (said Graham,) 'tis not you I mean, Dr. 
Minora *tis Doctor Major y there." — Goldsmith was 
excessively hurt by this. . He afterwards spoke of 
it himself. ** Graham, (said he,) is a fellow to 
make one commit- suicide.** 

We had received a polite invitation to Slains castle. 
We arrived there just at three o'clock, as the bell 
•for dinner was ringing. Though, from its being 
just on the North-east Ocean, no trees will grow 
here. Lord Errol has done all that can be done. • 
He has cultivated his fields so as to bear rich crops 
of every kind, and he has made an excellent kitchen- 
garden, with a hot-house. I had never seen any 
of the family: but there had been a card of invita- 
tion written by the honourable Charles Boyd, the 
carl'^ brother. We were conducted into the house, 

• 

and at the dining-room door were met by that gen-» 
deman, whom both of us at first took to be Lord 
Errol ; but he soon corrected our mistake. My 
Lord was gone to dine in the neighbourhood, at aa 
entertainment given by Mr. Irvine of Drum. Lady 
Errol received us politely, and was very attentive 
to us during the time of dinner. There was nobodjr 
at table but her ladyship, Mr. Boyd, and some of 
the children, their governor and governess. Mr. 
Boyd put Dr. Johnson in mind of having dined with 

* I am saw I haive related this story exactly^ 9,s Pr, Johnson told 
it jto me; but a friend who has often heard him tell it, informs aie 
that he osually introduced a circamstancc which ought not to be 
omitted. " At last, sir, Graham, having now got to about the 
pitch of looking at one man, and talking to another, said Doctor, &c» 
" What effect (Dr. Johnson used to add) this had on Goldsmith, whp 
fvas as uascibic as a hornet, may be easily ^onceiveSj'' 
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him at Gumming the Quaker's, along with a Mr. Hall 
and Miss Williams : this was a bond of connection 
between them. For me, Mr. Boyd's acquaintance 
with my father was enough. After dinner. Lady 
Errol favoured us with a sight of her young family, 
whom she made stand up in a row. There were six 
daughters and two sons. It was a very pleasing sight* 

Dr. Johnson proposed our setting out. Mr. 
Boy^i said, he hoped we would stay all night ; his 
brother would be at home in the evening, and 
would be very sorry if he missed us. Mr. -Boyd 
was called out of the r6om. I was very desirous to 
stay in so comfortable a house, and I wished to see 
Lord Errol. Dr. Johnson, however, was right in 
resolving to go, if we were not asked again, as it is 
best to err on the safe side in such cases, and to be 
sure that one is quite welcome. To my great joy, 
when Mr. Boyd returned, he told Dr. Johnson that 
it was lady Errol who had called him out, and said 
that she would never let Dr. Johnson into the house 
again, if he went away that night; and that she had 
ordered the coach, to carry us to see a great curi« 
osity on the coast, after which we should see the 
house. We cheerfully agreed. 

Mr. Boyd was engaged, in 1745-6, on the same 
side with many unfortunate mistaken noblemen and 
gentlemen. He escaped, and lay concealed for a 
year in the island of Arran, the ancient territory of 
the Boyds. He then went to France, and was about 
twenty years on the continent. He married a 
French X^ady, and now lived very comfortably at 
Aberdeen, and was much at Slains castle. He en- 
tertained us with great civility. He had a pom* 
pousness of formal plenitude in his conversation^ 
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u'hich I did not dislike. Dr. Johnson taid^ " there 
was too much elaboration in his talk.'* It gave me 
pleasure to see him, a steady branch of the family, 
setting forth all its advantages with much zeal. He 
told us that Lady £rrol was one of the most pious 
and sensible women in the island ; had a good head, 
and as good a heart. He said, she did not use force 
or fear in educating her children.-— Johnson. ^' Sir, 
ahe is wrong ; I would rather have the rod to be the 
general terror to all, to make them learn^ than tell 
a child if you do thus or thus, you will be more 
esteemed than your brothers or sisters. The rod 
produces an effect which terminates in itself* A 
child is afraid of being whipped, and gets his task, 
and there's an end on't ; whereas, by exciting emu* 
lation, and comparisons of superiority, you lay the 
foundation of lasting mischief; you make brothers 
and sisters hate each other." 

During Mr. Boyd's stay in Arran, he had found 
a chest of medical books, left by a surgeon there, 
and had read them till be acquired some skill in 
phystck, in consequence of which he is often con- 
sulted by the poor. There were several here waiting 
for him as patients. We walked round the house 
till stopped by a cut made by the influx of the sea. 
The house is built quite upon the shore ; the windows 
lo<^ upon the main ocean, and the King of Pen mark 
is Lord Errol's nearest neighbour on the north-east. 

We got immediately into the coach, and drove to 
Dunbui^ a rodk near the shore, quite covered with 
aea^fowls ; then to a circular bason of large extent^ 
surrounded with .tremendous rocks. . On the quarter 
Iiext the sea^^ there is a high arch in the rock^ whic^i 
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the force of the tempest has driven out. Tliis place 
is called BucfiarCs Buller, or the Buller of Buchan, 
and the country people call it the Pot. Mr. Boyd 
said it was so called from the French Bouloir. It may 
be more simply traced from Boiler in our own 
language. We walked round this monstrous caul- 
dron. In some places, the rock is very narrow ; and 
on each side there is a sea deep enough for a man of 
war to ride in ; so that it is somewhat horrid to 
move along. However, there is earth and gras^ 
upon the rock, and a kind of road marked out by 
the print of feet ; so that one makes it out pretty 
safely : yet it alarmed me to see Dr. Johnson strid- 
ing irregularly along. He insisted on taking a boat, 
and sailing into the Pot. We did so. He was 
stout, and wonderfully alert. The Buchan>men 
all shewing their teeth, and speaking with that 
strange sharp acceat which distinguishes them, was 
to me a matter of curiosity. He was not sensible 
of the difference of pronunciation in the South, and 
North of Scotland, which I wondered at. 

As the entry into the Buller is so narrow that oara 
cannot be used as you go in, the method taken is, 
to row very hard, when you come near it, and give 
the boat such a rapidity of motion tha^ it glides in. 
I)r. Johnson observed what an effect this scene would 
have had, were we entering into an'unknown place. 
There are caves of considerable depth; I think, 
one on each side. The boatmen had never entered 
either of them far enough to know the size. Mr. 
Boyd told us that it is customary for the company 
at Peterhead well, to make parties, and come ancj 
Ane in one of the caves here. 
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He told us^ that, as S\a\x\s is at a considerable 
distance from Aberdeen, Lord Errol, who has a 
very large family, resolved to have a surgeon of his 
own. With this view he educated one of his te- 
nants sons, who is now settled in a very neat house 
and farm just by, which we saw from the road. By 
the salary which the earl allows him, and the prac* 
tice which he has had, he is in very easy circum- 
stances. He had kept an exact account of all tha( 
had been laid out on his education, 'and he came to 
his lordship one day, and told him that he had arriv-* 
ed at a much higher situation than ever he expected ; 
that he was now able to pay what his lordship had 
advanced, and begged he would accept of it. The 
earl was pleased with the generous gratitude and 
genteel offer of the man ; but refused it* — Mr. 
Boyd also told us. Gumming the Quaker first began 
to distinguish himself, by writing against Dr. Leech^ 
man on Prayer, to prove it unnecessary, as God 
knows best what should be, and will order it with- 
out our asking : — the old hackneyed objection. 
. When we returned to the house we found coffee 
and tea in the drawing-room. Lady Errol was not 
there, being, as I supposed, engaged with her young 
family. There is a bow-window fronting the sea. 
Dr. Johnson repeated the ode. Jam satis lerris, while 
Mr. Boyd was with his patients. He spoke well in 
favour of entails, to preserve lines of men whom 
mankind are accustomed to reverence. His opinion 
was that so much land should be entailed as that 
families should never fall into contempt, and as 
much left free as to give them all the advantages of 
property in case of any emergency. *^ If (said he,) 
tlie nobility are suffered to sink into indigence,' tbejr 
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af coiirse become corrupt; they are ready to da^ 
whatever the king chooses ; therefore it is fit they 
fihootd be k^t from beootntng poor, unless it is 
fixed that when they fall below a certain standard 
of wealth they shall lose their peerages. We know 
the House of Peers have made noble stands, when 
the House of Commons durst not. The two last 
years of parliament they dare not contradict the 
populace/* 

' This room is ornamented with a number of fioe 
f)rints, and with a whole length picture of Lord 
£rrol, by Sir Joshua Reynolds. This led Dr« 
Johnson and me to talk of our amiable and elegant 
friend, whose panegyrick he concluded by saying, 
^ Sir Joshua Reynolds, sir, is the most invulnerable 
man I know ; the man with whom if you should 
quarrel, you would find the most difficidty how to 
«buse.'* 

Dr. Johnson observed, the situation here was the 
noblest he had ever seen, — ^better than Mount 
Edgecumbe, reckoned the first in England; be^ 
cause, at Mount Edgecumbe, the sea is bounded 
by land on the other side, and^ though there is there 
the grandeur of a fieet, there is also the impression 
of there being a dock-yard, the circumstances of 
which are not agreeable. At Slains is an excellent 
old house. The noble owner has built of brick, 
along the square in the inside, a gallery, both on 
the first and second story, thp house being no 
higher ; so that he has always a dry walk, and the 
rooms, to which formerly there wa9 no approach 
but through each other, have now all separate en- 
tries from the gallery, which is hung with Ho<» 
garth's works^ aftd other prints, yfp went anc| 
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^t a while in the library. There is a valuable 
numerous collection. It was chiefly made by Mr. 
Falconer^ husband to the late Countess of Errol in 
her own right. This earl has added a good many 
mcidem bodks. 

About nine the Earl came home; Captain 6or« 
don of Park was with him. His lordship put Dr. 
Johnson in mind of their having dined together in 
London, along with Mr. Beauclerk. I was exceed* 
ingly pleased with Lord Errol. His dignified person 
and agreeable countenance^ with the most unaffected 
affability, give me high satisfaction. From perhaps 
a weakness, or, as I rather hope, more fancy and 
warmth of feeling than is quite reasonable^ my mind 
is ever impressed with admiration for persons of 
high birth, and I could, with the most perfect 
honesty, expatiate on Lord Errol's good qualities ; 
but he stands in no need of my praise; His agree^ 
able manners and softness of address prevented that 
Constraint which the idea of his being Lord Higl> 
Constable of Scotland might otherwise have occasi* 
oned. He talked very easily and sensibly with his 
learned guest. I observed that Dr. Johnson^ 
though he shewed that respect to his lordship, which, 
from 'principle, he always does to high rank, yet, 
when they came to argument, maintained that man- 
liness which becpmes the force and vigour of his un« 
derstanding. To shew external deference to ou^ 
superiors, is proper: to seem to yield to them in 
opinion, is meanness *• The earl said grace, both 

* Lord Chesterfield, in bit letters lo hb son, complains of one 
who argued in an indiscriminate manner with men of all ranks. 
Probably the noble lord had felt with some uneasiness what it was to 
fncooDter •tronges ^Ulitics than his own. if a peer will cpga^ ai 
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before and after supper, with much decency. He 
told us a story of a man who was executed at Perth, 
some years ago, for murdering a woman who was 
with child by him, and a former child he had by 
her. His hand was cut off : he was then pulled up ; 
but the rope broke, and be was forced to lie an hour 
on the ground, till another rope was brought from 
Perth, the execution being in a wood at some dis«- 
tance, — ^at the place where the murders were com* 
mitted. *^ There, (said my lord,) / see the hand of 
Providence^ — -I was really happy here. I saw in 
this nobleman the best dispositions and best princi- 
ples ; and I saw him, in my minds eye, to be the 
representative of the ancient Boyds of Kilmarnock. 
I was afraid he might have urged drinking, as, I 
believe, he used formerly to do, but he drank port 
and water out of a larg^ glass himself, and let us 
do as we pleased. He went with us to our rooms 
at night ; said, he took the visit very kindly ; and 
told me, my father and he wer<? \tyy old acquain-- 

t(>\\s with bis inferior in station^ he must expect that his inferior in 
station will avail himself of every advantage; otherwise it is not a 
fair trial of strength and skill. The same will hold in a contest of 
Treason, or of wit. — A certain king entered the lists of genius witb 
Voltaire, The consequence was, that, though the king had grtfat and 
brilliant talents, Voltaire had such a superiority that his majesty 
coaid not bear it ; and the* poet was dismissed, or escaped, from that 
cu>urt.*-rln the reign of Jarnes I. of Epgland, Crichton, Lord San- 
quhar, a peer of Scotland, from a vain ambition to excel a fencing- 
master in his own art, played at rapier and dagger witli him. The 
A.>ncing- master, whose fame and bread were at staHe, put out one of 
i|is lordship's eyes. Exasperated at this, L,ord Sanquhar hired rufii^ 
ans, and had the fencing-master assassinated ; for which his lordship 
was capitally tried, condemned, and hanged. Not being a peer of 
England, he was tried by the name of Robert Crichton, Esq ; but 
he was admitted to be a baron of three hundred years atandiog.— «£e» 
the State Trials; and the History of England by Hume, who apt 
plauds the impartial justice executed upon a jnaa of high rji&k^ 
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tance;— that I now knew the way to Slains, and 
he hoped to see me there again. 

I had a most elegant room ; but there was a fire 
in it which blazed; and the sea, to which my 
windows looked, roared ; and the pillows were 
made of the feathers of some sea-fowl, which had 
to me a disagreeable smell; so that, by all these 
causes, I was kept awake a good while. I saw, in 
imagination, Lord ErroKs Father, Lord Kilmar* 
nock, (who was beheaded on Tower-hill in 1 746,) 
and I was somewhat dreary. But the thought did 
not last long, and I fell asleep. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25. 

We got up between seven and eight, and found 
Mr. Boyd in the dining-room, with tea and cofFeij 
before him, to give us breakfast. We w^re in an 
admirable humour. Lady Errol had given each 
of us a copy of an ode by Beattie, on the birth of 
her son. Lord Hay. Mr. Boyd asked Dr. John- 
son how he liked it. Dr. Johnson, who did not ad- 
mire it, got off very well, by taking it out, and read- 
ing the second and third stanzas of it with much 
melody. This, without his saying a word^ please^ 
Mr. Boyd. He observed, however, to Dr. John- 
son, that the expression as to the family of Errol, 

" A thousand years have seen it shine." 

compared with what went before, was an anti- 
climax, and that it would have been better 

Ages have seen, &c. 

Dr. Johnson said, ^' So great a number as a thou- 
sand is better. Dolus latet in universalibus. Ages 
might be only two ages."'— He talked of the advan- 
tage of keeping up the connections of relationship. 
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which produce much kindness.*' ^^ Every man (said 
he,) who comes into the world, has need of friends* 
If he has to 'get them for himself, half his life is 
spent, before his merit is known. Relations are 
9. man*s ready friends who support him. When a 
man is in real distress, he flies into the arms of his 
relations. An old lawyer, who had much experi- 
ence in making wills, told me, that after people 
had deliberated long, and thought of many for 
their executors, they settled at last by fixing on 
their relations. This shews the universality of the 
principle." 

I regretted the decay of respect for men of 
family, and that a Nabob now would carry an elec- 
tion from them. — ^Johnson. •* Why, sir, the Na- 
bob will carry it by means of his wealth, in a coun- 
try where money is highly valued, as it must be 
where nothing can be had without money ; but, if 
it comes to personal preference, the man of family 
will always carry it. ^There is generally a scoun^ 
drelism about a low man." — ^Mr. Boyd said, that 
was a good ism. 

I said, I believed mankind were happier in the 
ancient feudal state of subordination, than they arq 
in the modern state of independency. — Johnson. 
•* To be sure, the Chief was: but we must think 
of the number of individuals. That they were less 
happy, seems plain ; for the state from which all 
escape as soon as they can, and to which none re- 
turn after they have left it, must be less happy; 
and this is the case with the state of dependance on 
a chief or great man.'' 

I mentioned the happiness of the French in their 
subordiiiatiop, b^ the reciprocal benevolence and 
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attachment between the great and those in lower 
rank, — Mr. Boyd gave us an instance of their gen* 
tlemanly spirit. An old Chevalier de Malihe^ of 
jindent noblesse^ but in low circumstances, was in 
a cofFee-house at Paris^ where was Julien, the great 
Manufacturer at the GrobelinSy of the fine tapestry^ 
so much distinguished both for the figures and the. 
colours. The chevalier's carriage was very old« 
Says Julien, with a plebeian insolence, '^ I 'think 
^ir, you had better have your carriage new painted*'* 
The chevalier looked at him with indignant con-* 
tempt, and answered, '^ Well, sir, you may take 
it home and (fye it T'-^All the coffee-house rejoiced 
at Julien's confusion « 

We set out about nine. Dr. Johnson was curious 
to see one of those structures which northern anti* 
quarians call a Druid's temple. I had a recollec* 
4ion of one at Strichea ; which I had seen fifteen 
years ago ; so we went four miles out of our road^ 
after passing Old Deer, and went thither. Mr. 
Fraser, the proprietor^ was at home, and shewed it 
to us. But I had augmented it in my mind ; for 
all that remains is two stones set up on end, with 
a long one laid upon them, as was usual, and one 
stone at a little distance from them. That stone 
was the capital one of the circle which surrounded 
what now remains. Mr. Fraser was very hospitable*. 



* He is the worthy son of a worthy fiither, the late Lord Stri- 
cheo, one of our judges^ to whose kidil notice I was much obliged. 
Lord Scrichen was a man not only honest, hot highly generous ; for 
after his succession to the family esute, he paid a large sum of debta 
contracted by hb predecessor, which he was not under any obU* 
cation to pay. Let me here, for the credit of Ayrshire, my own 
county, record a ooblc insunce of liberal honesty in JVWiam ifiUckim 
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There was a fair at Strichen ; and he had several ot 
his neighbours from it at dinner. One of them. 
Dr. Praser, who had been in the army, remembered 
to have seen Dr. Johnson at a lecture on experi- 
mental philosophy, at Lichfield. The doctor recol- 
lected being at the lecture ; and he was surprised to 
find here somebody who knew him. 
• Mr. Eraser sent a servant to conduct us by a 
short passage into the high-road. I observed to Dr. 
Johnson, that I had a most disagreeable notion of 
the life of country gentlemen ; that I left Mr. Era- 
ser just now^ as one leaves a prisoner in a jail.-— 
Dr. Johnson said, that I was right in thinking them 
unhappy ; for that they had not enough to keep 
their minds in motion. 

I started a thought this afternoon which amused 
us a great part of the way. ** If, (said I,) our club 
should come and set up in St. Andrews, as a col • 
lege, to teach all that each of us can^ in the several 
departments of learning and taste, we should rebuild 
the city : we should draw a wonderful concourse 
of students."— Dr. Johnson entefred fully into the 
spirit of this project. We immediately fell to dis- 
tributing the offices. I was to teach Civil and* 

foffy drover, in Lanehead, Kyle, who formerly obtained a fi\\\ dis* 
char^ from his . creditprs upon a composition of his debts ; but 
upon being restored to good circumstances, invited his creditors last 
winter to a dinner, without telling the reason, and paid them^ thcT 
full sums, principal and interest. They presented him with a piece of 
plate, with an inscription to commemorate this extraordinary instance 
of true worth ; which should' make some people in Scotland blush^ 
while, thoogh mean themselves, they strut about under the protec* 
tion of great alliance, conscious of the wretchedness of numbers 
who have lost by them, to whom they never think of making repara- 
tion, but indulp themsclvet and their fam'dies in most unsuitable 
CKpeooe. 
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Scotch law; Buifcie^ polttick9 ^qd eloquence; 
Garrick^ the art pf publiok speaking; Langtpi^ 
was to be our Grecian^ Golroan our I^atin professor | 
^ugent tQ teach physick ; Jjord Chjirleniont, mot 
dern history ; Beauclerk natural philosophy ,; Vesey^ 
Irish antiquities, orCelticklqaruiag*^ Jones, Daenial 
learning; Groldsroith, poetry and ancient history | 
Chamier, commercial politicks ; Reynolds^ painting, 
and the arts which haye beauty for their object ; 
Chambers, the law of England, Dr* Johnson at 
first said, ** Til trust theology to nobody but my- 
self.^ But, upon due consideration^ that P<^rcy is 
^ clergyman, it was screed that Percy ^hogld teacl^ 
practical divinity and British antiquities ; Dr, John** 
6on himself, logick, metaphysicks and scholastic)^ 
divinity. In this manner did we amuse ourselves ( 
—-each suggesting, and each varying or adding^ 
till the whole was adjusted. Dr. Johnson said, wo 
only wanted a mathematician since Dyer died, wh^ 
was a very good one ; but as to every thing flse, 
we should have a very capital university *[*• 

* SiBce the first edition, it has been suggest^ by one •f tbe dub^ 
%irho knew Mr. Veaey better tlian Dr. Johnson and l, that We did 
not assign hina a proper place ; for he was <}uite nnskilLd in Irisn 
antiqaitJes and Cehick learning, but might with propriety have beeo 
made professor of architecture, which he understood weH, and has 
left a very good specimen of his knowledge and jUste in diat art, b/ 
an dej^nt house built on a plan of his own formation, at Lucan^ 
• few miles from Dublin. 

f Our Club, originally at the Turk's Headi Gerrard-street, then 
at Prince's, Sackville-street, now at Baxter's, Dover-street, which at 
Mr. Garrick*s funeral acquired a name for the first time, and was 
called The Litbrart Club, was instituted in 17^4, and now coi^« 
sists of thirty-five members. It has, since 177S, beeu greatly aua;- 
nenred; and though Dr. Johnson with justice observed, that, by 
losing Goldsmith^ Garrick, Nugent, Chamier, fieauderk, we hjd. 
lost what would make an eminent club, yet when I mentioned, as an 
aeceasioo^ Mr. Fox« Or. Grcorge Fordycf^ Sir Chadcs Bunbury 

H 
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We got at night to Banff. I sent Joseph on to 
Duff-hoiLse ; but Earl Fife was not at home, which 
I regretted much, as we should have had a very 
elegant reception from his lordship. We found 
here but an indifferent inn^. Dr. Johnson wrote 
a long letter to Mrs. Thrale. I wondered to see 
him write so much so easily. He verified his own 
doctrine that ^* a man may always write when he 
will set himself doggedly to it.** 

THURSDAT, AUGUSTUS. 

We got a fresh <;haise here, a very good one, 
and very good horses. We breakfasted at CuIIen. 
They set down dried haddocks broiled, along with 
our tea. I ate one ; but Dr. Johnson was disgusted 
by the sight of them, so they were removed. Cul* 
len has a comfortable appearance, though but a 
very small town, and the houses mostly poor build* 
ings. 

Lord Ostory» Mr. Gibbon, Dr. Adam Smitb, Mr. R. B. Sheridan, 
the Bishops of Kilatoe and St. Asaph, Dean Marley, Mr. Stcc> 
vens, Mr. Dunning, Sir Joseph Banks, Dr. Scott of the Commons, 
Earl Spenoer, Mr. VTindham of Norfolk, Lord Elliott, Mr. Ma- 
lone, Dr. Joseph Warton, the Hev. Thomas Warton, Lord Lacaa, 
Mr. Burke junior. Lord Palraerston, Dr. Bumey, Sir William 
Hamilton, and Dr. Warren, it will be acknowledge that' we 
might establish a second university of high reputation. 

* Here, unluckily the windows had no pullies; and Dr. John* 
•on, who was constantly eager for fresh air, had much struggling 
to get one of them kept open. Thus he had a notion impressed 
upon him, that this wretched defect was general in Scotland ; ia 
consequence of which he has erroneously enlarged upon it in his 
*' Journey.'* I regretted that he did not allow me to read over his 
book before it was printed. I should have changed very little ; but 
I should have suggested an alteration in a few places where he has 
laid himself open to be attacked. I hope I should have prevailed 
with him to omit or soften his assertion, that *< a Scotsman mu$t 
be a sturdy moralist, who does not prefer Scotland to truth,**-« 
for I really think it is not founded ; and it is hanhly said. 
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I called on Mr. Robertson, who has the charge 
of Lord Findlater's affairs, and was formerly Lord 
Monboddo's clerk, was three times in France with 
faim^ and translated Condamine*s Account of the 
Savage Girl, to which his lordship wrote a preface, 
containing several remarks of his own. Robertson 
said, he did not believe so much as his lordi»hip 
did ; that it was plain to him, the girl confounded 
what she imagined with what she remembered : 
that^ besides, she perceived Condamine and Lord 
Monboddo forming theories^ and she adapted her 
story to them. 

Dr. Johnson said, *^ It is a pity to see Lord 
Monboddo publish such notions as he has done ; a 
man of sense, and of so much elegant learning. 
There would be little in a fool doing it ; we should 
only laugh ; but when a wise man does it, we 
are sorry. Other people have strange no«- 
tions ; but they conceal them. If they have tails^ 
they hide them ; but Monboddo is as jealous of his 
tail as a squirrel."'-^! shall here put down some 
more remarks of Dr. Johnson's on Lord Monboddo, 
which were not made exactly at this time, but come 
in well fron\ connection. He said, he did not ap« 
prove of a judge's calling himself Farmer Burnett ♦, 
and going about with a little round hat. He laugh* 
ed heartily at his lordship's saying he was an enthu^ 
liaslical farmer ; ** for, (said he,) what can he do 

*It is the custom in Scotland for the judges of the Court of 
Session to have the tiile of lords, from their esutes; thus Mr. 
fiomett is Loid Monboddo, as Mr. Home was Lord Kamos. There 
is something a little aukward in this ; for they are denominated in 
deeds by their names, with the addition of " one of the Senators of 
the College of Justice ;*' and subscribe their christian and sur-names, 
as Jamci Burnett, Henry Home, even in judicial acts. 

h2 
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in farming by his enthusiasm f** Here, however, 
I think Dr. Johnson mistaken. He who wishes to 
be successful, or happy, ought to be enthtraiastical^ 
that is to say, very keen in all the oocupatioDS or 
diversions of life. An ordinary gentleman-farmer 
will be satisfied with looking at his fields once or twice 
a day : an enthusinstical farmer will be constantly 
employed on them ;— will have his mind earnestly 
engaged ; will talk perpetually of them. But Dr. 
Johnson has much of, the nil admirari in smaller 
concerns. That survey of life which gave birth to his 
Vanity op Human Wishes early sobered his mind. 
Besides^ so great a mind as his cannot be moved by 
inferior objects : an elephant does not run and skip 
like lesser animals. 

Mr. Robertson sent a servant with us, to shew 
us through Lord Findlater*8 wood, by which oar 
way was shortened^ and we saw some part of his 
domain, which is indeed admirably laid cut. Dr. 
Johnson did not choose to walk through it. He 
always said, that he was not come to Scotland to 
see fine places, of which there were enough in Eng- 
land; but wild objects,— mountains,— ^—water- 
falls, — -^peculiar manners ; in short, things which 
he had not seen before. I have a notion that be 
at no time has had much taste for rural beauties. I 
have myself very little. 

Dr. Johnson said, there was nothing more con- 
temptible than a country gentlenian living beyond 
his income, and every year growing poorer and 
poorer. He spoke strongly of the influence which 
a man has by being rich. ^^ A man, (said he,) 
who keeps his money, has in ri^ity more use from 
it, than he can have by spending it.** I observed 
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that this looked very like a paradox ; but he ex« 
plained it thus ; ^* If it were certain that a man 
would keep his money locked up for ever, to be 
sure he would have no influence ; but, as so many 
want money, and he has the power of giving it, 
and they know not but by gaining his favour they 
may obtain it, the rich man will always have the 
greatest influence. He again who lavishes his money, 
is laughed at as foolish, and in a great degree with 
justice, considering how much is spent from vanity, 
£ven those who partake of a man's hospitality, have 
but a transient kindness for him. If he has not the 
command of money, people know he cannot help 
them, if he would ; whereas the rich man always 
can, if he will, and for the chance of that, will 
have much weight/* — B^swell. *' But philosophers 
and satirists have all treated a miser as contempti- 
ble/ — ^Johnson. ** He is so philosophically; but 
not in the practice of life." — BoswaLL. " Let me see 
now : — I do not know the instances of misers in 
England, so as to examine into their influence.**-— 
Johnson. " We have had few misers in EngUnd.**— 
BoswELL. "There was Low then*' — Johnson. "Why, 
sir, Lowther, by keeping his money, had the com- 
mand of the county, which the family has now lost, 
by spending it *, 1 take it, he lent a great deal ; 
and that is the way to have influence, and yet pre- 
serve one*s wealth. A man may lend his money 
upon very good security, and yet have his debtor 
much under his power.**— Boswell. " No doubt, 

* I do not kno«7 what Mras at this time the state of the parlia- 
mentaiy interest of the ancient family of Lowther; a f&mily before 
the Conquest ; but all ^e nation knows it to be very extensive at 
present. A due mixture of severity and kindness, oeconomy and 
tfunifieence^ characterises iu present Representative, 



102 JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

sir. He can always distress him for the money ; as 
no man borrows, who is able to pay on demand 
quite conveniently." 

We dined at Elgin, and saw the noble ruins of 
the cathedral. Though it rained much, Dr. John«- 
son examined them with a most patient attention. 
He could not here feel any abhorrence at the Scot- 
tish reformers, for he had been told by Lord 
Hailes, that it was destroyed before the Reforma- 
tion, by the Lord of fiadenoch ♦, who had a quar- 
rel with the bishop. The bishop*s house, and 
those of the other clergy, which are still pretty en- 
tire, do not seem to have been proportioned to the 
magnificence of the cathedral, which has been of 
great extent, and had very fine carved work. The 
ground within the walls of the cathedral is employed 
as a buryiog-place. The family of Gordon have 
their vault here ; but it has nothing grand. 

We passed Gordon Castle -|- this forenoon, which 
has a princely appearance. Fochabers^ the nefgh-<> 
bouring village, is a poor place, many of the houses 
being ruinous ; but it is remarkable, they have in 

t Note, by Lord ffailes, 

^f T(ie cath|B()ral of Elgin was burnt by the Lon) of Badenoch^ 
because the Bishop of Moray had pronounced an award not to his 
liking. The indemnification that the see obutned, was, that the 
Lord of Bad epoch stood for three days barefooted at the great 
gate of the cathedral. l*he story is in the Chartu)a|ry of Elgin." 

f 1 am not sure whether the duke was at home. But, not having 
the honour of being much known to his grace, I coald not have pre- 
sumed lo enter his castle, though to introduce even so celebrated ^ 
stranger. We were at any rate in a hurry to get forward to the wild- 
jiess whiph we caine to see. Ferhap, if this noble family had still 
preserved that sequestered magnificence which they maintained whep 
catholicks, corresponding with the Grand Duke of Tuscany, w^ 
inight have been induced to have procured proper letters of introduce 
poa, and devoted some time to the coniemplatioa of venerable t^pff* 
'^tiiiQiis state. 
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l^eneml orchards well stored with apple-trees. Elgin 
has what in England are called piazzas, that run in 
many places on each side of the street. It must 
have been a much better place formerly. Probably 
it bad piazzas all along the town, as I have seen at 
Bologna. I approved much of such structures in a 
town, on account of their conveniency in wet 
weather. Dr. Johnson disapproved of them, ^* be- 
cause (said he) it makes the under story of a house 
very dark^ which greatly over-balances the conveni- 
ency, when it is considered how small a part of the 
year it rains ; how few are usually in the street at 
such times ; that many who are might as well be at 
home ; and the little that people suffer, supposing 
them to be as much wet as they commonly are in 
walking a street.'* 

We fared but ill at our inn here ; aiid Dr. John, 
son said, this was the first time he had seen a din- 
ner in Scotland that he could not eat. 

In the afternoon, we drove over the very heath 
where Macbeth met the witches, according to tra« 
dition. Dr. Johnson again solemnly repeated-— 

How far is't called to Fores > What are these, 
60 wither*d» and so wild in their attire ? 
That look not like the inhabitants o* the earth. 
And yet are on't ? 

He repeated a good deal more of Macbeth. His 
recitation was grand and affecting, and as Sir Joshua 
Reynolds has observed to me, had no more tone 
than it should have : it was the better for it. He 
then parodied the All-hail of the witches to Macbeth; 
addressing himself to me. I had purchased some 
land called Dalblair ; and^ as in Scotland it is cua* 
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tomary to distinguish landed men by the iiattte of 
their estates, I had thus tw6 titles, Dalblair and 
Young AuchirUeck. So my friend, in imitation of 

AU hail Macbeth I hail to thee> l^hane of Catedof ! 

condescended to amuse himself with uttering 

All hail Dalblair ! haa to thee. Laird of Aachmleck ! 

We got to Fores at night, and found An admira* 
We inn, in which Dr. Johnsoti was pleased to meet 
tirith a landlord who Styled himself •* Wifie^Cpoper^ 
from LoJjDoir/* 

FRIDAY^ AUGUST 27. 

It was dark when he qame to Forei lest night ; 
60 we did not see what is called King Duncan^s 
Monument. — I shall how mark some gleanings of 
Pr. Johnson's conversation, I spoke of Leonidas^ 
and said there were some good passages in it.— 
JoHNSOv. " Why, you must seek for them. — He 
said, Paul Whitehead's Manners was a poor per- 
formance. — Speaking of Derrick, he told fne " he 
Jiad a kindness for him, and had often said^ that if 
his letters had been written by^ne of a more esta- 
blished name, they would have been thought very 
pretty letters/' 

This morning I introduced the subject of the on* 
gin of evil. — Johnsoi^. *^ Moral evil is occasioned 
l)y free will, which implies choice between good 
and evil. With all the evil that there is, there is 
po man but would rather be a free agent, than 4 
inere mfichine without the evil; and what ;s best 
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for each indindual, 'must be be best for the whole. 
If a man would rather be the machine, I cannot 
ilT^ue with him. He is a different being from me." 
— BoswELL. '^ A man, as a machine^ may have 
Agreeable sensations ; for instance, he may have 
pleasure in musick/' — ^Johnson. ** No, sir, he can- 
not have pleasure in musick ; at least no power of 
producing musick ; for he who can produce musick 
may let it alone : he who can play upon a fiddle 
may break it : such a man is not a machine.** This 
reasoning satisfied me. It is certain, there cannot 
be a free agent, unless there is the power of being 
evil as well as good. We must take the inherent 
possibilities of things into consideration, in our rea* 
aonings or conjectures concerning the works of God. 
We came to Nairn to breakfast. Though a 
tounty town and a royal burgh, it is a miserable 
place. Over the room were we sat, a girl was 
spinning wool with a great wheel, and singing an 
Erse song t " Til warrant you, (said Dr. Johnson,) 
one of the songs of Ossian.** He then repeated 
these lines: 

'* Verse sweetens toil^ however rode the sound. 

" All at her work the village maiden sings ; 
" Nor while she turns the giddy wheel around, 

*' Revolves the sad vicissitude of things." 



I thought I had heard these lines before. — Johnson. 
^ I fancy not, sir ; for they are in a detached poem^ 
the name of which I do not remember^ written by 
one GifFard, a parson .*' 

I expected Mr. Kenneth M'Aulay, the minister 
of Caider^ who published the history of St. Kilda, 
9 bopk which Dr. Johnson liked> would have met 

9 
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MS here^ as I had written to htm from Aberdeen* 
But I received a letter from him, telling me that he 
could not leave home, as he was to administer the 
sacrament the following Sunday, and earnestly re- 
questing to see us at his manse. '^ We*U go,** said 
Dr. Johnson ; which we accordingly did. Mrs, 
M'Aulay received us, and told us her husband was 
in the church distributing tokens*. We arrived 
between twelve and one o'clock^ and it was near 
three before he came to us. 

Dr. Johnson thanked him for his book, and said 
*' it was a very pretty piece of topography.'* M'Aulay 
did not seem much to mind the compliment. From 
his conversation. Dr. Johnson was persuaded that 
he had not written the book which goes under his 
name. I myself always suspected so ; and I have 
been told it was written by the learned Dr. John 
MTherson of Sky, from the materials collected by 
M^Aulay. Dr. Johnson said privately to me, 
^^ Therf is a combination in it of which M'Aulay 
is not capable.** However, he was exceedingly 
hospitable; and, as he obligingly promised us a 
route for our Tour through the Western Isles, we 
agreed to stay with him all night. 

After dinner, we walked to the old castle of 
Calder, (pronounced Cawder) the Thane of Caw- 
dor*s seat. I was sorry that noy friend, this " pros- 

• In Scotland, there is a great deal of prejyaration before ad mini* 
•tering the sacrament. The minister of the parish examines the 
people as to their fitness, and to those of whom he approves gives 
little pieces of tin, stamped with the name of the parish, as tokenip 
which they must produce before receiving it. This is a species of 
priestly power, and sometimes may be abused. I remember a law* 
suit brought by a person against his pariah minister, foi refusing him 
admission to that sacred ordinance. 
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peroQS gentleman/* was not there. The old tower 
nast be of great antiquity. There is a draw-bridge, 
-—what has been a moat,-— and an ancient court. 
There is a hawthorn- tree, whicb rises like a woodien 
pillar through the rooms of the casitle ; for, by a 
strange conceit, the walls have been built round 
it. The thickness of the walls, the small slaunttng 
windows, and a great iron door at the entrance on 
the second story as yon ascend the stairs, all indicate 
the rude times in which this castle was erected. 
There were here some large venerable trees. 

I was afraid of a quarrel between Dr. Johnson 
athd Mr. M^Aulay, who talked slightingly of the 
lower English clergy. The Doctor gave him a 
frowning look, and said, *' This is a day of novel- 
ties ; I have seen old trees in Scotland, and I have 
heard the English clergy treated with disrespect.*' 

I dreaded that a whole evening at Caldermanse 
would be heavy ; however, Mr. Grant, an intelli* 
gent and well-bred minister in the neighbourhood, 
was there, and assisted us by his conversation. Dr 
Johnson, talking of hereditary occupations in the 
Highlands, said, " There is no harm in such a 
custom as this; but it is wrong to enforce it, and 
oblige a man to be a taylor or a smith, because his 
father has been one." This custom, however, is not 
peculiar to our Highlands; it is well known that 
in India a similar practice prevails. 

Mr. M'Aulay began a rhapsody against creeds 
lind confessions. Dr. Johnson shewed, that *^ what 
he called imposiiioriy was only a voluntary declaration 
pf agreement in certain articles of faith, which a 
church has a right to require, just as any other 
society cpn insist on certain rules being observed by 
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ft*s memberi. Nobody b compelled to be of die 
church, as nobody is compelled to enter into m 
8eciety.***-^This was a very clear and just view of the 
aubject: but, M^Auby could not be driven out of 
his irack. Dr. Johnson aaid^ ^' Sir, you are a bigot 
to liutness^ •# 

Mr. M'Aulay and I laid the map of Scotland 
before us; and he pointed out a route for us from 
Inverness, by Fort Augustus, to Glenelg, Sky, 
JMuli, Icolmkill, Lorn, and Inverary, which I 
wrote down. As my father was to begin the northeira 
circuit about the 18th of September, it was necessary 
for us either to make our tour with great expedition, 
ao as to get to Auchinleck before he set out, or to 
protract it, so as not to be there till his return, 
which, would be about the 10th of October, fiy 
M'Aulay's calculation, we were not to land in 
Lorn till the 10th of September, I thought 
that the interruptions by bad days; or by occasional 
excursions, might make it ten days later i and I 
thought too, that we might perhaps go to Benbe* 
cula, and visit Clanranald, which would take a 
week of itself. 

. Dr. Johnson went up with Mr. Grant to the 
library, which consisted of a tolerable collection ; 
but the Doctor thought it rather a lady's libraty, 
with some Latin books in it by chance, than the 
library of a clergyman. It had. only two of the 
Latin fathers, and one of the Greek fathers in 
Latin. I doubted whether Dr. Johnson would be 
present at a Presbyterian prayer. I told Mr« 
^'Aulay so, and said that the Doctor might sit in 
the library while we were at family worship. Mr. 
M'Aubty said^ he would omit it| rather than give 
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I>r. JohtiaoD offence: but I would by no means 
agree that an excess of politeness, even to so great 
a man, should prevent what I esteem as one of the 
best ptooB regulations. I know nothing more 
iienefioial, more comfortafale^ more agreeable^ thaa 
that the little societies of each fisimily should rego* 
iarly assemble^, and unite in praise and prayer to 
our heavenly Father, from whom we daily receive 
so much good, and may hope for more in a higher 
ttate of exigence. I mentioned to Dr. Johnsoa 
^e over-delfcate scrupulosity of our host. He said, 
lie bad no objection to hear the prayer. This was a 
-pleasing surprise to me $ for he refused to go and 
hear Principal Hobertson preach. ** I will hear 
bim, (said he,) if he will get up into a tree and 
preach ; but I will not give a sanction, by my pre* 
aence, to a Presbyterian assembly,** 

Mr. Grant having prayed, Dr. Johnson said, hts 
prayer was a very good one ; but objected to his not 
having introduced the Lord's Prayer. He told us, 
that an Italian of some note in London said once 
to him, '* We have in our service a prayer called 
the Pater Nosier, which is a very fine composition. 
I wondar who is the author of it." — A singular in- 
stance of ignorance in a man of some literature and 
general inquiry 1 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28. 

Dr. Johnson had brought a Sallust with him ih 
hts pocket from Edinburgh. He gave it last night 
to Mr. M*Aulay*s son, a smart yoang lad about 
eleven years old. Dr. Johnson had given an ao« 
count of the education at Oxford, in all its grada* 
lions* The advantage of being a servitor to js 
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youth of little fortane struck Mrs. M'Aulay mucfap* 
I observed it aloud. Dr. Johnson very handsomely 
and kindly said, that, if they would send their 
boy to him, when he was ready for the university^ 
he 'would get him made a servitor, and perhaps 
would do more for him. He could not promise to 
do more; but would undertake for the servitor* 
ship ♦. 

I should have mentioned that Mr. White^ a Wdsh- 
man^ who has been many years factor (t. e* steward) 
on the estate of Calder, drank tea with us last night, 
and upon getting a note from Mr. M'Aulay, asked 
us to his house. We had not time to accapt of his 
invitation. He gave us a letter of introduction to 
Mr. Feme, master of stores at ^ort Greorge. He 
shewed it to me. It recommended ^' two celebrated 
gentlemen; no less than Dr. Johnson, author of his 
Dictionary^ — and Mr. Boswell, known at Edin- 
burgh by the name of Paoli/' — He said he hoped 
I had no objection to what he had written ; if I had, 
he would alter it. I thought it was a pity to check 
his effusions, and acquiesced ; taking care, however, 
to seal the letter^ that it might not appear that I 
had read it. 

A conversation took place, about saying grsce at 
breakfast (as we do in Scotland) as well as at 
. dinner and supper ; in which Dr. Johnson said, ^^ It 
is enough if we have stated seasons of prayer ; no 
matter when. A man may as well pray when he 
mounts his horse^ or a woman when she milks her 

* Dr. Johnson did not neglect what he had undertaken. By his 
interest with the Rev. Dr. Adams, master of Pembroke CoUq|^» 
Oxford, where he was educated for some time, he obuined a servitor* 
ship for young M*Anlay. But it seems he had other views ; and I 
believe went abroad. 
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cow, (which Mr. Grant told u8 is done in the.High« 
lands,) as at meals; and custom is to be followed*.** 

We proceeded to Fort George. When we came 
into the square, I sent a soldier with the letter to 
Mr. Feme. He came to us immediately, and along 
with him came Major Brewse of the Engineers, pro- 
nounced Bruce* He said he believed it was originally 
the same Nomam name with Bruce. That he had 
dined at a house in London, where were three Bruces, 
one of the Irish line, one of the Scottish line, and 
himself of the English line. He said he was shewn it 
in the Herald's office spelt fourteen different ways. 
I told him the different spellings of my i^me. Dr. 
Johnson observed, that there had been great dis- 
putes about the spelling of Shakspear*s name; at 
last it was thought it would be settled by looking at 
the original copy of his will ; but, upon examining 
it, he was found to have written it himself no less 
than three different ways. 

Mr. Feme and Major Brewse first carried us to 
wait on Sir EyreCoote, whose regiment, the 37 th, 
was lying here, and who then commanded the fort. 
He Bsktd us to dine with him, which we agreed to do. 

Before dinner we examined the fort. The Major 
explained the fortification to us, and Mr. Feme 
gave us an account of the stores. Dr. Johnson 
talked of the proportions of charcoal and salt-petre 
in making gunpowder, of granulating it, and of 
giring it a gloss. He made a very good figure 
upon these topicks. He said to me afterwards^ 

• He could not bear to have it thought that, in any instance whaN 
etcr, the Scott are mOie pious than the English. I think grace as 
proper at breakfast as at any other meal. It is the pleasanlest nacal 
we have. Dr. Johnson has allowed the peculiar merit of fafexkfiut ia 
Scotland. 
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that ^ he had talked ost€nlatiously.*^''^We reposed 
ourselves a little in Mr. Feme's house. He had 
«very thing in neat order as in England; and a 
tolerable collection of books. I looked into Pen<* 
iiant*8 Tour in Scotland. He says little of this 
fort ; but that '^ the barracks, &c. form several 
streets." This is aggrandising. Mr. Feme obr 
sesved^ if he had said they form a square, with a 
row of buildings before it, he would have given 4 
juster description. Dr. Johnson remarked, ** how 
seldom descriptions correspond with realities ; and 
the reason is, that people do not write them till some 
time after, and then their imagination has add^ Qir>- 
cumstances.** 

We talked of Sir Adolphus Oiighton. The 
Major said, he knew a great deal for a military man. 
—-Johnson, *' Sir, you will find few men, of any 
profession, who know more. Sir A<}plphu8 is fi 
very extraordinary man ; a man pf boundless curiOb> 
sity and unwearied diligence.** 

I know not how the Major contrived to introduce 
the contest between Warburton and Lowth.-— 
jJoHNSON* ^^ Warburton kept his tefnper all along, 
while liOwth was in a passion. Lowth published 
some of. Warburton*s letters. Warburton drew him 
on to write some very abusive letters, and then asked 
his leave to publish them ; which he knew Lowth 
could not refuse, after what he had done. So 
that Warburton contrived that he should publish^ 
apparently with Lowth^s consent^ what could not 
but shew Lowth in a disadvantageous light V 

* Here Dr. Johnson gave ui part of a conTarsatieo held betwtCD 
A Great Personage and him« in the library at the Queen's Palace^ in 
fhe course of which this contest was considered. I have been at ^reat 
pains to get that conversation as perfectly preserved as posaiblc. It aiaj 
perhaps at tome future time be given to the publick. 
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At three the drum beat for dinner. I, for a 
little while, fancied n)yself a military man^ and it 
pleased me. We went to Sir Eyre Coolers, at the" 
govemour's house, and found him a most gentle* 
manlike man. His lady is a very agreeable 
woman, with an uncommonly mild and sweet tone 
of voice. There was a pretty large company : Mr. 
Perne,^ Major Brewse, and several officers. Sir Eyre 
had come from the East^Indies by land^ through the 
Desarts of Arabia. He told us, the Arabs could 
live five days without victuals, and subsist for three 
weeks on nothing else but the blood of their camels, 
who could lose so much of it as would suffice for that 
time, without being exhausted. He highly praised 
the virtue of the Arabs; their fidelity, if they nn^ . 
dertook to conduct any person ; and said, they would 
sacrifice their lives rather than let him be robbed. 
Dr. Johnson, who is always for maintaining the 
superiority of civilized over uncivilized men, said, 
•^ Why, sir, I can see no superiour virtue in this. 
A Serjeant and twelve men, who are my guard, will 
die, rather than that I shall be robbed.*' — ^Colonel 
Pennington, of the 37th regiment, took up the 
argument with a good deal of spirit and ingenuity. 
— Pknnington. " But the soldiers are compelled 
to this by fear of punishment." — Johnson. * ** Well, 
sir, the Arabs are compelled by the fear of infamy.** 
— -Pjbnninotoh. " The soldiers have the same fear 
of infamy, and the fear of punishment besides ; so 
have less virtue ; because they act less voluntarily.'* 
—Lady Coote observed very well, that it ought to 
be known if there was not, among the Arabs, some 
punishment for not being faithful on such occasions* 

I 
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We .talked of the stage. I observed, that we 
had not now such a company of actors^as in the 
last age ; Wilks, Booth, &c. &c.-— -Johnson. " You 
think so, because there is one who excels all the 
rest so much: you compare them with Garrick, and 
see the deficiency. Garrick*s great distinction is his 
universality. He can represent all modes of life^ 
but that of an easy fine bred gentleman. — Penning- 
ton. *^ He should give over playing young parts." 
—Johnson. " He does not take them now ; but 
he does not leave off those which he has been used 
to play, because he does them better than any one 
else can do them. If you had generations of actors, 
if they swarmed like bees, the young ones might 
drive off the old. Mrs. Gibber, I think^ got more 
reputation than she deserved, as she had a great 
sameness ; though her expression was undoubtedly 
very fine. Mrs. Clive was the best player I ever 
saw. Mrs. Prichard was a very good one ; but she 
had something affected in her manner : I imagine* 
she had some player of the former age in her eye^ 
which occasioned it.'* 

Colonel Pennington said, Garrick sometimes 
failed in emphasis ; as for instance, in Hamlet^ 

I will speak daggers to her y but use none. 

instead of 

I will speak daggers to her ; but use none. 

We had a dinner of two complete courses, variety 
of wines, and the regimental band of musick play- 
ing in the square, before the windows, after it. I 
enjoyed this day much. We were quite easy and 
cheerful. Dr. Johnson said, ** I shall always re- 
member this fort with gratitude.** I could not help 
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being ttruck with some admiration^ at finding upon 
this barren sandy point, such building^;, — such a 
dinner, — such company: it was like enchantment. 
Dr. Johnson, on the other hand, said to me more 
rattonally, that ^' it did not strike him as any thiiig 
extraordinary ; because he knew, here was a large 
aum of money expended in building a fort; here 
was a regiment. If there had been less than what 
we found, it would have surprized him/' He looked 
cooHy and deliberately through all the gradations : 
my warm imagination jumped from the barren 
sands to the splendid dinner and brilliant company, 
to borrow the expression of an absurd poet, 

« 

'' Without ands or ih, 
" I leapt from off the Bands upon the clifi :*' 

The whole scene gave me a strong impression of the 
power and excellence, of human art. 

We left the fort between six and seven o'clock : 
Sir Eyre Coote, Colonel Pennington, and several 
more accompanied us down stairs, and saw us 
into our chaise. There could not be greater atten* 
tion paid to any visitors. Sir Eyre spoke of the 
hardships which Dr. Johnson had before him. — fios* 
wsLL. '* Considering what he has said of us, we 
must make him feel something rough in Scotland.*' 
—Sir Eyre said to him, ** You must change your 
name, sir." — Boswsll. " Ay, to Dr. McGregor." 

We got safely to Inverness, and put up at 
Mackenzie's inn. Mr. Keith, the collector of Ex- 
cise here, my old acquaintance at Ayr, who 
had seen us at the Fort, visited us in the evening, 
and engllged us to dine with bim next day, 
promising to breakfast with us> end take us to 

12 
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the English chapel ; so that we were at once com- 
modiously arranged. 

Not finding a letter here that I expected^ I felt 
a momentary impatience to be at home, Transient 
clouds darkened my imagination, and m those 
clouds I saw events frqm which I shrunk ; but a 
sentence or two of the Rambler* s conversation gave 
me firmness, and I considered, that I was upon an 
expedition for which I had wished for years^ and the 
recollection of which would be a treasure to me for 
life. 

SUNDAY, AUOUST 20. 

Mr. Keith breakfasted with us. Dr. Johnson ex- 
patiated rather too strongly upon the benefits de- 
rived to Scotland from the Union^ and the bad 
state of our people before it. I am entertained 
with his copious exaggeration upon that ^subject; 
but I am unea^ when people are by, who do not 
know him as well as I do, and may be apt to think 
him narrow-minded*. I therefore diverted the 
subject. 

The English chapel, to which we went this 
morning, was but mean. The altar was a bare 
fir table, with a coarse stool for kneeling on, cover- 
ed with a piece of thick sail-cloth doubled, by way 
of cushion. The congregation was small. Mr. 
Tait, the clergyman, read prayers very well, though 
with much of the Scotch accent. He preached on 
" Love your Enemies^ It was remarkable that, 
when talking of the connections amongst men, he 
said, that some connected themselves with men of 

* It is remtrkable that Or. Johnson read this ^ntle femonstiuice^ 
and took no notice of it to me. 



TO THE HEBRIDES. U? 

distinguished talents^ and since they could not equal 
them, tried to deck themselves with their merit, by 
being their companions. The sentence was to this 
purpose. It had an odd coincidence with what 
might be said of my connecting myself with Dr. 
Johnson. 

After church we walked down to the Quay. 
We then went to Macbeth*s castle. I had a roman- 
tick satisfaction in seeing Dr. Johnson actually in it. 
It perfectly corresponds with Shakspear*s descrfp- 
tion, which Sir Joshua Reynolds has so happily 
illustrated, in one of his notes on our immortal 
poet: 

" This castle hath a j^saot seat : the air 
" Nimbly and sweetly recommetids itself . 
" Unto our gentle sense^** &c. 

Just as" we came out of it, a raven perched on 
one of the chimney-tops, and croaked. Then I 
repeated 

" T he raven himself is hoarse, 

" That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan 
" Under my battlements." 

We dined at Mr. Keith's. Mrs. Keith was 
rather too attentive to Dr. Johnson, asking him 
many questions about his drinking only water. 
He repressed that observation, by saying to me, 
** You may remember that Lady Errol took no 
notice of this." 

Dr. Johnson has the happy art, (for which I have 
heard my father praise the old Earl of Aberdeen) 
of instructing himself, by making every man he 
meets tell him something of what he knows best. 
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He led Keith to talk to him of the Excise in Scot* 
)andy and, in the course of conversationi mentioned 
that his friend Mr. Thrale^ the great brewer^ paid 
twenty thousand pounds a year to the revenue ; and 
that he had four c^sks, each of which hold$ ^xteen 
hundred barrels, — above a thousand hogsheads. 

After this there was little conversation that de- 
a^rves to be remembered. 1 shall therefore here 
again glean what I have omitted Qn former days. 
Dr. Gerrard, at Aberdeen^ told as, that when he. 
was in Wales, he was ^hewn a valley inhabited by 
Danes, who atill retain their own language, an^ 
are quite a distinct people. Dr. Johnson thought it 
could not be true, or all the kingdom must have 
heard of it. He said to me, as we travelled, ** these 
people, sir, that Gerrard talks of, may have some* 
what of SL peregrinily in their dialect, which relation 
has augmented to a different language." I asked 
bim \f peregrinity was an English word : he laughed^ 
and said, ^^ No." I told him this was th^ second 
time that I had heard him coin a word* Wheti 
Foote broke his leg, I observed that it would make 
him fitter for taking off George Faulkner as Peter 
Paragraph, poor George having a wooden leg. Dr, 
Johnson at that time said, ^^ George will re]oice at 
ih^ depediiaiion of ¥ooit\^^ and when I challenged 
that word, laughed, and owned he had made it, 
and added that he had not made above tliree or four 
in his dictionary "^^t 

* When upon the suhject of this peregrinityt he toM me some p«r<» 
ticoUra concerning the compilation of his Dictionary, and concctQing 
his throwing off Loxd Chesterfield*! patronage, of which very er<. 
roneous accounts have heeo circuited. Thes^ particulan» witb 
others which he afterwards gave me^— as also his celebrated letter tQ 
Lord Chestcrft(ld> whieh he dictated to jae^ I reaen^ for hit 
'• LirB,** 
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Having conducted Dr. Johnson to our inn, I 
bagged permission to leave him for a little, that I 
might run about and pay some short visits to seve- 
ral good people of Inverness. He said to me^ 
^^You have all the old*fashioned principles, good 
and bad/* — I acknowledge I have. That of at- 
tention to relations in the remotest degree, or to 
worthy persons, in every state whom I have once 
known, I inherit from my father. It gave me 
much satisfaction to hear every body at Inverness 
•peak, of him with uncommon regard, — Mr. Keith 
and Mr. Grant, whom we had seen at Mr. M' Au- 
lay*s, supped with us at the inn. We had roasted 
kid, which Dr. Johnson had never tasted before* 
He relished it much. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 30. 

This day we were to begin our equitation, as I 
said ; for 1 would needs make a word too. It is 
remarkable, that my noble, and to me most con- 
stant friend, the Earl of Pembroke, (who, if ther6 
is too much ease on my part, will please to pardon 
what his benevolent, gay, social intercourse, and 
lively correspondence have insensibly produced,) 
has since hit upon the very same word. The title 
of the first edition of his lordship's very useful book 
was, in simple terms, '' A Method of breaking 
Horses and teaching Solders to ride." The title of 
the second edition is, " Military EauiTATioN.'i 

We might have taken a chaise to Fort Augustus, 
but, had we not hired horses at Inverness, we 
should not have found them afterwards : so we re - 
^Ived to begin here to ride. We had three horses, 
for Dr. Johnson, myself, and Joseph, and one 
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which carried oiir portmanteaus, and two Highland- 
ers who walked along with us, John Hay and 
Laucbland Vass, whom Dr. Johnson has remember- 
ed with credit in his Journst, though he has omitted 
their names. Dr. Johnson rode very well. 

About three miles beyond Inverness, we saw, 
just by the road, a very complete specimen of what 
is called a Druid's temple. There was a double 
circle, one of very large, the other of smaller 
stonest Dr. Johnson justly observed, that, *< to 
go and see one druidical temple is only to see that it 
.is nothing, for there is neither art nor power in it ; 
and seeing one is quite enough." , 

It was a delightful day. Loch ness, and the road 
upon the side of it, shaded with birch trees, and 
the hills above it, pleased us much. The scene 
was as sequestered and agreeably wild as could be 
desired, and for a time engrossed all our attention. 

To see Dr. Johnson in ^ny new situation is aU 
ways an interesting object to me; and, as I saw 
him now for the first time on horseback, jaunting 
about at his ease in quest of pleasure and novelty, 
the very different occupations of his former labori* 
ous life, his admirable productions, his London^ his 
Rambler y &c. &c.^ immediately presented them* 
selves to my mind, and the contract mad^ a strong 
impression on my imagination. 

When we had advanced a good way by the side of 
Lochness, I perceived a little hut, with an old looking 
woman at the door of it. I thought here might be a 
scene that would ^muse Dr. Johnson ; so I mea-» 
tioned it to him. *^ Let's go in," said he. We dis- 
inountcd, and we and our guides entered the hut« 
{t wa$ a wretched little hovel of earth only, I thiql^^ 
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and for a window had ojily a small hole, which was 
stopped with a piece of turf, that was taken out oc* 
xasionally to let in light. In the nniddle of the 
room or space which we entered, was a fire of peat, 
the smoke going out at a hole in the roof. She had 
a pot upon it, with goat's flesh, boiling. There 
was at one. end under the same roof, but divided by 
a kind of partition made of wattles, a pen or fold 
in which we saw a good ipany kids. 

Dr. Johnson was curious to know where she 
slept. I asked one of the guides, who questioned 
her in Erse. She answered with a tone of emotion, 
saying, (as he told us,) she was afraid we wanted to 
go to bed to her. This coquetry y or whatever it 
may be called, of so wretched a being, was truly 
lodiicrous. Dr. Johnson and I afterwards were 
merry upon it. I said it was he who -alarmed the 
poor woman's virtue. — " No, sir, (said he,) she'll 
say, * there came a wicked young fellow, a wild 
dog, who I believe would have ravished me, had 
there not been with him a grave old gentleman, who 
repressed him : but when begets out of the sight of 
his tutor, I'll warrant you he'll spare no woman he 
meets, young or old." — *> No: sir, (1 replied,) she'll 
say, * There was a terrible ruffian who would have 
forced me, had it not been for a civil decent young 
man who, I take it, was an angel sent from heaven 
to protect me." 

Dr. Johnson would not hurt her delicacy, by hi- 
sisting on " seeing her bed-chamber," like Jrcherxn 
the Beaux Stratagem. . But my curiosity was more 
ardent; I lighted a piece of paper, and went into 
the place where the bed was. There was a little 
partition of wicker^ rather more neatly done tlian 
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that for the fold, and close i)y the wall was a kind 
of bedstead of wood with heath upon it by way of 
bed ! at the foot of which I saw some sort of blank*- 
ets or covering rolled up in a heap. The woman^g 
name was Eraser ; so was her husband^s. He was ai 
man of eighty. Mr. Eraser of Balnain allows him 
to live in this hut, and keep sixty goats, for taking 
care of his woods^ where he then was. They had 
five children, the eldest only thirteen. Two were 
gone to Inverness to buy meal ; the rest were looking 
after the goats. This contented family had four 
stacks of barley, twetity-four sheaves in each. 
They had a few fowls. We were informed that 
they lived all the spring without meal, upon milk 
and curds and whey alone. What they got for 
their goats, kids, and fowls, maintains them dur* 
iDg tlie rest of the year. 

She asked us to sit down and take a dram. I saw 
one chair. She said she was as happy as any woman 
in Scotland. She could hardly speak any English 
except a few detached words. Dr. Johnson was 
pleased at seeing, for the first time, such a state of 
human life. She asked for snufF. It is her luxury^ 
and she uses a great deal. We had none; but 
gave her six pence a piece. She then brought out 
her whiskey bottle. I tasted it ; as did Joseph and 
our guides, so I gave her sixpence more. She sent 
us away with many prayers in Erse. 

We dined at a publick house called the GeneraPs 
Hut, from General Wade, who was lodged there 
when he commanded in the North. Near it is the 
meanest parish Kirk I ever saw. It is a shame it 
^ould be on a high road. After dinner, we passed 
through a good deal of mountainous country. I 
had known Mr« Trapaud^ the deputy governour of 
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Fort Augustus, twelve years ago, at a circuit at 
Inverness, where my father was judge. I sent for- 
ward one of our guides, and Joseph, with a card to 
him, that he might know Dr. Johnson and I were 
coming up, leaving it to him to invite us or not. It 
was dark when we arrived. The inn was wretched. 
Government ought to build one, or give the resident 
governour an additional salary ; as in the present 
state of thingS) he must necessarily be put to a great 
expence in entertaining travellers. Joseph announced 
to us, when we alighted, that the governour waited 
for us at the gate of the fort. We walked to it. 
He met us, and with much civility conducted us to 
his house. It was comfortable to find ourselves in 
a well built little square, and a neatly furnished 
house, in good company, and with a gooa supper 
before us ; in short, with all the conveniencies of 
civilized life in the midst of rude mountains* Mrs; 
Trapaud, and the governour^s daughter, and her 
husband, Captaiu Newmarsh, were all most obliging; 
and polite. The governour had excellent anim^ 
spirits, the conversation of a soldier, and somewhat 
of a Brenchman, to which his extraction entitles 
him. He is brother to General Cyrus Trapaud, 
We passed a very agreeable evening. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST Si* 

The governour has a very good garden. We 
looked at it, and at the rest of the fort, which is but 
smrJl, and may berommanded from a variety of hills 
around. We also looked at the galley or sloop be- 
longing to the fort, which sails upon the Loch, and 
brings what is wanted for the garrison. Captains Urie 
and Darippe, of the ISth regiment of foot, break*^ 
fasted with us» They had served in America, and 
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entertained Dr. Johnson much with an account of 
the Indians. Ije said, he could make a very prettj 
book out of them^ were he to stay there. Govcr- 
our Trapaud w^s much struck with Dr. Johnson. 
^* I like to hear him (said he^) it is so majestick. 
I should be glad to hear him speak in your court.** 
—He pressed us to stay dinner ; but I considered 
that we had a rude road before us, which we cou}d 
more easily encounter in the morning, and that it 
was hard to say when we might get up, were we to 
sit down to good entertainment, in good company : 
I. therefore begged the governour would excuse u& 
—Here too, I had another very pleasing proof how 
much my father is regarded. The governour ex- 
pressed the highest respect for him, and bade me 
tell him, that, if he would come that way on the 
Northern circuit, he would do him all the honours 
of the garrison. 

Between twelve and one we set out, and travelled 
eleven miles, through a wild country, till we came 
to a house in Glenmorison, called Anoch, kept by 
a McQueen"*. Our landlord was a sensible fellow ; 
jhe had learned his grammar, and Dr. Johnson justly 
observed, th^t '* a man is the better for that as 
long as he lives.*' There were some books here: a 
Treatise against Drunkenness, translated from the 
French ; a volume of the Spectator ; a vplume of 
Prideaux's Connection, and ' Cyrus's Travels. 
M'Queen said he had more volumes; and his pride 

« A McQueen is a Highland mode of expression. An Epglithman 
would suy one M*Queen. But where there are clant or irthet of men, 
distinguished by patronymick sarnaines, the individuals of each are 
considered as if they vvcie of difterent species, at least as much as nations 
are distinguished \ so chat a McQueen, a McDonald, a M^Lean^ is ssdd^ 
•s we say a Freochmanj an Italian^ a Spaniard. . 
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Beemed to be much piqued that we were surprised at 
his having books. 

Near to this place we had passed a party of soldi' 
erSy under a seijeant*s command, at work, upon the 
road. We gave them two shillings to drink. They 
came to our inn, and made merry in the barn. We 
went and paid them a visit. Dr. Johnson saying, 
** Come, let's go and give 'em another sliilling 
a-piece.'* We did so ; and he was saluted *' mt 
xobd'' by all of them. He is really generous, 
loves influence, and has the way of gaining it. He 
said, " I am. quite feudal, sir." Here I agree with 
him. I said, I regretted I was not the head of ft 
clan ; however, though not possessed of such an h<^- 
reditary advantage, I would always endeavour to 
make my tenants follow me. I could not be a patri^ 
ixrchal chief, but I would be ?i feudal chief. 

The poor soldiers got too much liquor. Some 
of them fought, and left blood upon the spot, and 
cursed whiskey next morning. The house here was 
built of thick turfs, and thatched with thinner 
turfs and heath. It had three rooms in length, and 
a little room which projected. Where we sat, the 
side-walls were wainscottedy as Dr. Johnson said, 
with wicker, very neatly plaited. Our landlord had 
made the whole with his own hands. 

After dinner, McQueen sat by us a while, and 
talked with us. He said, all the Laird of Glen- 
morison's people would bleed for him, if they were 
well used ; but that seventy men had gone out of 
the Glen to America. That he himself intended to 
go next year; for that the rent of his farm, which 
twjsnty years ago was only five pounds, was now 
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raised to twenty poonds. That he could pay ten 
pounds^ and live; but no more. — Dr. Johnson said, 
he wished McQueen laird of G]enn)orison, and the 
laird to go to America. M Queen very generously 
answered, he should be sorry for it ; for the laird 
could not shift for himself in America as he could 
do. 

I talked of the officers whom we had left to day ; 
how much service they had seen, and how little they 
got for it, even of fame. — ^Johnson. " Sir, a soldier 
gets as little as any man can get.** — Bosweli^. 
•* Goldsmith has acquired more fame than all the 
officers last war, who were not Generals.**— Johnsok. 
€€ Why, sir, you will find ten thousand fit to do 
what they did, before you find one who does what 
Goldsmith has done. You must consider, that a 
thing is valued according to its rarity. A pebble 
that paves the street is in itself more useful than the 
diamond upon a lady's finger." — I wish our friend 
Goldsmith had heard this. 

I yesterday expressed my wonder that John Hay, 
one of our guides, who had been pressed aboard a 
man of war, did not choose to continue in it longer 
than nine months, after which time he got oflT.— • 
Johnson. " Why, sir, no man will be a sailor, 
who has contrivance enough to get himself into a 
jail; for, being in a ship is being in a jail, with the 
chance of being drowned." 

We had tea in the afternoon, and our landlord*s 
daughter, a modest civil girl, very neatly drest, 
made it for us. She told us, she had been a year 
at Inverness, and learnt reading and writing, sewing, 
knottifig, working lace, and pastry. Dr. Johnson 
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made her a present of a book which he Iiad bought 
at Inverness *• 

The room had some deals laid across the joists^ as 
a kind of ceiling. There were two beds in the 
room, and a woman's gown was hung on a rope t<y 
make a curtain of separation between them. Joseph 
had sheets, which my wife had sent with us, laid on 
them. We had much hesitation, whether to undress, 
or lie down with our clothes on. I said at last, 
'* ril plunge in ! There will be less harbour for 
vermin about me, when I am stripped! — Dr. John- 
son said, he was like one hesitating whether to go 
into the cold bath. At last he resolved too. I ob-» 
served he might serve a campaign .-~Johkson. '^ I 
oould do all that can be done by patience: whether 
I should have strength enough, I know not.***— He 
was in excellent humour. To see the Rambler as 
I saw him to-night, was really an amusement, t* 
yeaterday told him, I was thinking of writing a 

* Thii book has given rite to much enquiry, which has ended ia 
ludicrous surprise. Several ladies, wishing to learn the kind of read- 
ing which the great and good Dr. Johnson esteemed most fit for a 
young w;0man, desired to know what book he had selected for * this 
HigUaikl nynph. ^They never adverted, (said he,) that I had no 
cAMce in the matter. I>have said that I presented her with a book 
which I happened to have about me.**-;- And what was this book ?— ^ 
My readers, prepare your features for merriment. It was Cocker's 
Arithmetick I — ^Wherever this was mentioned, there was a loud laugfa» 
at which Dr. Johnson, when present, used sometimes to be a little 
angry. One day, when we were dining at General (^lethorpe*a» 
where we had many a valuable day, 1 ventured to interrogate him. 
" But* sir, is it not somewhat singular that you should happen to 
have Cocker's Arithmetick about you on your journey ? What made 
you buy such a book at Inverness** ? — He gave me a very sufficient 
answer. ** Why, sir, if you are to have but one book with you upon 
a journey, let it be a book of science. When you have read through 
a book of entertaiiunent, you know it, and it can do no more for you ; 
but a book of science is inexhaustible.** 

1 
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poetical letter to him, on his return from Scotlanli 
in the style of Swift's humorous epistle in the charao 
ter of Mary Gulliver to her husband. Captain Lemuel 
Gulliver, on his return to England from the country 
of the Hquyhnhums : 

*' At early morn I to the market haste, 

" Studious in ev'rjr thing to please thy taste. 

A curious ybuV and sparagrassj chose ; 

(For I remember you were fond of those :)• 
*' Three shillings cost the first, the last scv'n groats ; 
" Sullen you turn from both, and call for oats.** 

He laughed, and asked in whose name I would 
write it. I said, in Mrs. Thrale's. He was angry. 
" Sir, if you have any sense of decency or delicacy, 
you won't do that !" — Boswell. " Then let it be in 
Cole*s, the landlord of the Mitre tavern; where 
we have so often sat together." — ^Jounson. ** Ay, 
that may do.'* 

After we had offered up our private devotions, 
and had chatted a little from our beds, Dr. Johnson 
said, *^ God bless us both, for Jesus Christ's sake ! 
Good night !*' — I pronounced " Amen.^* — He fell 
asleep immediately. I was not so. fortunate for a long 
time. I fancied myself bit by innumerable vermin 
under the clothes ; and that a spider was travelling 
from the wainscot towards my mouth. At last I fell 
into insensibility. 

WEDNISDAT, SEPTEMBER 1. 

I awaked very early. I began to imagine that 
the landlord, being about to emigrate, might mur* 
der us to get our money, and lay it upon the soldiers 
in the barn. Such groundless fears will arise in the 
mind, before it has resumed its vigour after sleep ! 
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l>r. Johnson had had the same kind of ideas ; for he 
told me afterwards^ that he considered so many 
soldiers, having seen ns, would be witnesses^ should 
any harm be done, and that circumstance, I sup- 
pose» he considered as a security. When I got up, 
I found him sound asleep in his miserable etye^ as I 
may call it, with a coloured handkerchief tied round 
his head. With difRcuIty could I awaken him. 
It reminded me of Henry the Fourth's fine soliloquy 
on sleep ; for there was here as uneasy a pallet as the 
poet's imagination could possibly conceive. 

A red coat of the 1 5th regiment, whether officer^ 
or only seijeant, I could not be sure, came to the 
house, in his way to the mountains to shoot deer^ 
which it seems the Laird of Glenmorison does not 
launder any body to do. Few, indeed, can do them 
harm. We had him to breakfast with us. We got 
away about eight. McQueen walked some miles to 
give us a convoy. He had, in 17 Ab^ joined the 
Highland army at Fort Augustus, and continued in 
it till after the battle of CuUoden. As he narrated 
the particulars of that ill-advised, but brave attempt^ 
I could, not refrain from tears. There is a certain 
association of ideas in my piind upon that subject, by 
which I am strongly affected. The very Highland 
names, or the sound of a bagpipe, will stir my blood, 
and fill me with a mixture of melancholy and respect 
for courage ; with pity for an unfortunate and super- 
stitious regard for antiquity, and thoughtless inclina- 
tion for war ; in short, with a crowd of sensations 
with which sober rationality has nothing to do. 

We passed through Glensheal, with prodigious 
mountains on each feide. We saw where the battle 
was fought in the year 1 7 1 0« Dr. Johnson owned 

K 
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he was now in a scene of as wild nature as he oould 
See ; but he corrected me sometimes in my inaccurate 
observations. — ** There, (said I,) is a mountain like 
a cone." — Johnson. " No, sir. It would be called 
so in a book ; and when a man comes to look at it, 
he sees it is not so. It is indeed pointed at the top ; 
but one side of it is larger than the other," — Ano- 
ther mountain I called immense. — ^Johnson. " No ; 
it is no more than a considerable protuberance." 

We came to a rich green valley, comparatively 
speaking, and stopped a while to let our horses rest 
and eat grass*. We soon afterwards came to Auchua- 
sheal, a kind of rural village, a number of cottages 
being built together, as we saw all along in the 
lands. We passed many miles this day without 
ing a house, but only little summer-huts, called shield 
ings. Even Campbell, servant to Mr. Murchison, 
factor to the Laird of Macleod in Glenelg, ran along 
with us to-day. He was a very obliging fellow. At 

• Dr. Johnson, in his Journey, thus beautifully describes his sitiut- 
tioir here : <* I sat down on a bank, svch as a writer of romance m^ht 
have delighted to feign. I had, indeed, no trees to whisper over mj 
head ; but a clear rivulet streamed at my feet. The day was calm, 
the air soft, and all was rudeness, silence, and sditnde. Before me, 
and on either side^ were high hills, which, by hindering the eye from 
Tanging, forced the mind to find entertainment for itself. Whether 
I spent the hour well, I know not ; for here I first conceived the 
thought of this narration." — The Critical Reviewers, with a spirit ani 
expression worthy of the subject, say, — " We congratulate the publick 
on the event with which this quotation concludes, and are fully per- 
suaded that the hour in which the entertaining traveller conceived this 
ftarmtive will be considered, by every reader of taste, as a fortunate 
event in the annals of literature. Were it suitable to the task in which 
we are at present engaged, to indulge ourselves in a poetical flight, 
we would invoke the winds of the Caledonian mountains to blow for 
ever, with their soilest breezes, on the banC where our author reclined, 
and request of Flora, that it might be perpetually adorned with the 
gayest and most fragrant productions of the year." 
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Auchnosheal, we sat, down on a green turf seat at the 
end of a house ; they brought us ojut two wooden 
dishes of inilk, which we tasted. One of them wa9 
frothed like a syllabub. I saw a woman preparing it 
with such a stick aS is used for diocolate, and in tlie 
same manner. We had a considerable circle about 
us, men, women, and children, all M'Craas,Lord Sea^ 
forth *s people. Not ope of them could speak £ng» 
glish. I observed to Dr. Johnson, k was much the 
same as being with a tribe of Indians. — Johk$on4 
*^ Yes, sir ; but not so terrifying." I gave all who 
chose it, snufFand tobacco. Governour Trapaud had 
made us buy a quantity at Fort Augustus, and put 
them up in small parcels. I also gave each person 
a bit of wheat bread, which they had never tasted 
before. I then gave a penny apiece, to each child, 
I told Dr. Johnson of this ; upon which he called to 
Joseph^ and our guides, for change for a shilling, 
and declared that he would distribute among the chil- 
dren. Upon this being announced in Erse, there 
was a great stir ; not only did some children come 
running down from neighbouring huts, but I ob- 
served one black-haired man, who had been with 
us all along, had gone off, and returned, bringing 
a very young child. My fellow traveller then or- 
dered the children to be drawn up in a row ; and he 
dealt about his copper, and made them and their pa- 
rents all happy. The poor M'Craas, whatever may 
be their present state, were of considerable estimation 
in the year 1715, when there was a line in a song, 

And aw the brave M'Craas are coming*. 

I 

• Tlie M'Craas, or Macraes, were since that time brought into 
the king*! army, by the late Lord Seaforth. When they lay in Edia. 

K 2 
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There was great diversity in the faces of the cir- 
cle around us: some were as black and wild in 
their appearance as any American savages whatever. 
One woman was as comely almost as the figure of 
Sappho^ as we see it painted. We asked the old 
woman, the mistress of the house where we had the 
milk, (which by the bye, Dr. Johnson told me, for 
I did not observe it myself, was built not of turf, 
but of stone,) what we should pay. She 8»d, what 
we pleased. One of our guides asked her in Erse, 
if a shilling was enough. She said, '' yes.*' But 
some of the men bade her ask more. This v^ced 
me; because it showed a desire to impose upon 
strangers, as they knew that even a shilling \^as 
high payment. The woman, however, honestly per- 
sisted in her first price ; so I gave her half a crown. 
*— Thus we had one good scene of life uncommon to 
us. The people were very much pleased, gave us 
many blessings, and said they had no thad such a day 
since the old Laird of Macleod's time. 

Dr. Johnson was much refreshed by this repast. 

burgh castle in 1778^ and were ordered to embark for Jersey^ they 
with a number of other men ih the regiment, for different reasons, 
but especially an apprehension that they were to be sold to the East" 
India Company, though enlisted not to be sent out of Great- 
firitain without their own consent, made a determined mutiny, 
and encamped upon the lofty mountain, Arthur's seat, where they re • 
mained three days and three nights; bidding defiance to ali the force io 
Scotland. At last they came down, and embarked peaceably, having 
obtained formal articles of capitulation, signed by Sir Adolphus 
Oughton, commander in chief. General Skene, deputy commander^ 
the Duke of Buccleugh, and the Earl of Dunmore, which quieied 
them. Since the secession of the Commons of Rome to the Mons 
Sacer, a more spirited exertion has not been made. 1 gare great 
attention to it from first to last, and have drawn up a particular ac* 
count of it. Those brave fellows have since served thair country 
dfectually at Jersey, and also in the £ast*Indie8, to which^ after bein^ 
better informed, they volunUrily agreed to go. 
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He was pleased when I told him he would make a 
good Chief. He said, ^^ Were I a chief, I would 
dress my servants better than myself, and knock a 
fellow down if he looked saucy to a Macdonald in 
rags : but I would not treat men as brutes. I 
would let them know why all of my clan were to 
have attention paid to them. I would tell my upper 
servants why, and make them tell the others."' 

.We rode. on well, till we came to the high moun- 
tain called the Rattakin, by which time both Dr. 
Johnson and the horses were a good deal fatigued. 
It is a terrible steep to climb, notwithstanding the 
road is formed slanting along it ; however, we made 
it out. On the top of it we met Captain M^Leod 
of Balmenoch (a Dutch officer who had come from 
Sky) riding with his sword slung across him. He 
asked, ** Is this Mr. Boswell ?'* which was a proof 
that we were expected. Going down the hill on 
the other side was no easy task« As Dr. Johnson 
was a great weight, the two guides agreed that he 
should ride the horses alternately. Hay's were the 
two best, and the Doctor would not ride but upon 
one or other of them, a black or a brown. But 
as Hay complained much after ascending the Rat-- 
tahin, the Doctor was prevailed with to mount one 
of Vass's greys. As he rode upon it down hill, it 
did not go well ; and he grumbled. I walked on 
a little before, but was excessively entertained with 
the method taken to keep him in good humour. 
Hay led the horse's head, talking to Dr. ^Johnson 
as much as he could ; and (having heard him, in 
the forenoon, express a pastoral pleasure on seeing 
the goats browzing) just when the Doctor was utter* 
ing his displeasure, the fellow cried^ with a very 
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Highland accent, ** See snch pretty goats V* Then 
he whistled, whu I and made them jump.-— Little 
did he conceive what Dr. Johnson was. Here now 
was a common ignorant Highland clown, imagining 
that he could divert, as one does a child,— 
Dr. Samuel Johnson /—The ludicrousness, absurdity, 
and extraordinary contrast between what the fellow 
fancied, and the reality, was truly comick. 

It grew dusky; and we had a very tedious ride 
for what was called five miles; but I am' sure would 
measure ten. We had no conversation. I was 
riding forward to the inn at Glenelg, on the shore 
opposite to Sky, that I might take proper measures, 
before Dr. Johnson, who was now advancing in 
dreary silence, Hay leading his h6rse, should arrive. 
Vass also walked by the side of his horse, and Joseph 
followed behind : as therefore he was thus attended, 

m 

and seemed to be in deep meditation, I thought 
there could be no harm in leaving him for a little 
while. He called me back with a tremendous 
shout, and was really in a passion with me for 
leaving him. I told him my intentions, but he 
was not satisfied, and said, ^^ Do you know, I 
should as soon have thought of picking a pocket, 
as doing so." — Boswell. *'I am diverted with you, 
sir."— Johnson. " Sir, I could never be diverted 
with incivility. Doing such a thing, makes one 
lose confidence in him who has done it, as one can- 
not tell what he may do next." — His extraordinary 
warmth confounded me so much, that I justified 
myself but lamely to him ; yet my intentions were 
not improper. 1 wished to get on, to see how we 
were to be lodged, and how we were to get a boat; 
all which I thought I could best settle myself^ with* 
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out his having any trouble. To apply his great 
mind to minute particulars^ is wrong: it is like 
taking an immense balance^ such as is kept on 
quays for weighing cargoes of ships^-— to weigh a 
guinea. I knew I had neat little scales^ which 
would do better ; and that his attention to every 
thing which falls in his w^y, imd his uncommon 
desire to be always in the right, would make him 
weigh, if he knew of the particulars : it was right 
therefore for me to weigh them, and let him have 
them only in effect I however continued to ride 
by him, finding he wished I 'should do so. 

As we passed the barracks at Berndra, I looked at 
them wishfully, as soldiers have always every thing 
in the best order : but there was only a Serjeant 
and a few men there. We came on to the inn at 
Glenelg. There was no provender for our horses ; 
so they were sent to grass, with a man to watch 
them. A maid shewed us up stairs into a room 
damp and dirty, with bare walls^ a variety pf bad 
smells, a coarse black greasy fir table, and forms of 
the same kind ; and out of a wretched bed started 
a fellow from his sleep, like Edgar in King Lear^ 
''Poor Tom's a cold*:' 

This inn was furnished with not a single article 
that we could either eat or drink ; but Mr. Murchi- 
son, factor to the Laird of Magleod in Glenelg, sent 
us a bottle of rum and some sugar, with a polite 
message, to acquaint us, that he was very sorry 
that he did not hear of us till we had passed his 
house, otherwise he should have insisted on our 
sleeping there that night ; and that, if he were not 

* It is amusing to observe the different images which^ this being 
presented to Dr. Johnson and mt. The Doctor, in his JouRiriry 
• Compares him to a Cychpin 



13» JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

obliged to set out for Inverness early next morning, 
he would have waited upon us.*— Such extraordinary 
attention from this gentleman, to entire strangers^ 
deserves the most honourable commemoration. 

Our bad accommodation here made me uneasy^ 
and almost fretful. Dr. Johnson was calm. I said, 
he was so from vanity .-^Johnson. ** No, sir, it is 
from philosophy." — It pleased me to see that the 
Rambler could practise so well his own lessons. 

I resumed the subject of my leaving him on the 
road, and endeavoured to defend it betteri He 
was still violent upon that head, and said, *^ Sir, 
had you gone on, I was thinking that I should 
have returned with you to Edinburgh, and then have 
parted from you, and never spoken to you more." 

I sent for fresh hay, with which we made beds 
for ourselves, each in a room equally miserable. 
Like Wolfe, we had a ** choice of dificuliies** 
Dr. Johnson made things easier by comparison^ At 
McQueen's, last night, he observed, that few were 
so well lodged in a ship. To-night he said, we 
were better than if we had been upon the hill. He 
lay down buttoned up in his great coat. I had my 
sheets spread on the hay, and my clothes and great 
coat laid over me, by way of blankets, 

THURSDiVY, SEPTEMBBK 2. 

I had slept ill. Dr. Johnson's anger had affected 
me much. I considered that, without any bad in- 
tention, I might suddenly forfeit his friendship ; and 
was impatient to see him this morning. I told him 
how uneasy he had made me, by what he had said, 
^nd reminded him of his own remark at Aberdeen, 
upon old friendships b^ing hastily broken off. Hq 
pwned he had spoken to me in a passion ; that he 
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voold not have done what he threatened ; and that, 
if he had, he should have been ten times worse than 
I ; that forming intimacies, would indeed be *^ lim- 
ning the water/* were they liable to such sudden 
dissolution ; and he added, <^ Let's think no more 
on*t.**-=-Bo8WEi*L. " Well then, sir, I shall be easy. 
Remember, I am to have fair warning in case of 
any quarrel. You are never to spring a mine upon 
me. It was absurd in me to believe you.'* — ^John- 
son. '^ You deserved about as much, as to believe 
me from night to morning.*' 

After breakfast, we got into a boat for Sky. It 
rained much when we set off, but cleared up as . 
we advanced. One of the boatmen, who sp6ke 
English, said, that a mile at land was two miles at 
sea, I then observed, that from Glenelg to Armi- 
dale in Sky, which was our present course, and is 
called twelve, was only six miles : but this he could 
not understand. *' Well, (said Dr. Johnson,) never 
talk to me of the native good sense of the Highland- 
ers. Here is a fellow who calls one mile two, and 
yet cannot comprehend that twelve such imaginary 
miles make in truth but six.*' 

We reached the shore of Armidale before one 
o'clock. Sir Alexander M'Donald came down to 
receive us. He and his lady, (formerly Miss Bos- 
ville of Yorshire,) were then in a house built by a 
tenant at this place, which is in the district of Slate, 
the family mansion here having been burned in Sir 
Donald Macdonald's time. 

The most ancient seat of the chief of the Mac-* 
donalds in the isle of Sky was at Duntulm, where ' 
there are the remains of a stately castle. The prin- 
pipal residence of the family is now at Mugstot, at 
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which there is a considerable building.. Scr Alexan* 
der and lady Macdonald had comq to Armidflle in 
their way to Edinbargh, where it was necessary for 
them to be soon after this time. 

Armidale is situated on a pretty bay of the nar- 
row sea, which flows between the main land of 
Scotland and the Isle of Sky. In front there is 
a grand prospect of the rude mountains, of Moidart 
^nd Knoidart. Behind are bills gently rising and 
covered with a finer verdure than I expected to see 
in this climate, and the scene is enlivened by a 
number of little dear brooks. 

Sir Alexander Macdonald having been an Eton 
scholar*, and being a gentleman of talents^ Dr. 
Johnson had been very well plea^d with him in 
London. But my fellow* traveller and I were now 
full of the old Highland spirit, and were dissatisfied 
at hearing of racked repts and emigration ; and 
finding a chief not surrounded by . his clan. Dr. 
Johnson said, ** Sir, the Highland chiefs should not 
be allowed to go farther south than Aberdeen. A 
strong-minded man, like Sir James Macdonald, 
may be improved by an English education ; but in 
general, they will be tamed into insignificance.*" 

We found here Mr. Janes of Aberdeenshire, a 
naturalist. Janes said he had been at Dr. Johnson's 
in London, with Ferguson the astronomer. — Johnson. 
*^ It is strange that, in such distant places, I should 
meet with any one who knows me. I should' have 
thought I might hide myself in Sky." 

FfilDAY, S£PTBMBBR 3. 

This day proving wet, we should have passed 
our time very uncomfortably, had we not found in 

* See his Latia verses addressed to Dr. Johnson, in the Ap* 
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the house two chests of books^ which we eagerly 
ransacked. After dinner^ when I alone was left ^V 
tabic with the few Highland gentleonen who were of 
the company, having talked with very high respect' 
of Sir James Macdonald, they were all so much 
flflTected as to shed tears. One of them was Mr, 
Donald Macdonald, who had been lieutenant of 
grenadiers in the Highland regiment, raised by 
Colonel Montgomery, now Earl of Eglintoune, ia 
the war before last ; one of those regiments which 
the late Lord Chathafm prided himself in having 
brought from ** the mountains of the North : •' by 
doing which he contributed to extinguish in the 
Highlands the remains of disaffection to the present 
Boyal Family. From this gentleman's conversation, 
I first learnt how very popular his Colonel was 
among the Highlanders ; of which I had such con- 
tinued proofs, during the whole course of my Tour, 
that on my return I could not-heip telling the noble 
JSarl himself, that I did not before know how great 
a man he was. 

We were advised by some persons here to visit 
Rasay, in our way to Dunvegan, the seat of the 
Laird of Macleod. Being informed that the Rev, 
Mr. Donald M'Queen was the most intelligent man 
in Sky, and having been favoured with a letter of 
introduction to him, by the learned Sir James Foulis, 
I sent it to him by an express, and requested he 
would meet us at Uasav ; and at the same time en«> 
closed a letter to the Laird of Macleod, informing 
him that we intended in a few days to have the 
honour of waiting on him at Dunvegan. 

Dr. Johnson this day endeavoured to obtain some 
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knowledge of the state of the country ; but com- 
plained that he could get no distinct information 
about any things from those with whom he con- 
versed. 

SATUBDAT^ SEPTEMBBB 4. 

My endeavours to rouse the English-bred Chief- 
tain^ in whose house we wercj to the feudal and 
patriarchal feelings, proving ineffectual. Dr. John- 
son this morning tried to bring him to our way of 
thinking.— Johnson. " Were I in your place^ sir, 
in seven years I would make this an independant 
island. I would roast oxen whole, and hang out 
a flag as a signal to the Macdonalds to come and 
get beef and whiskey.*'— Sir Alexander was still 
starting difficulties. — Johnson^ " Nay, sir ; if you 
are born to object, I have done with you. Sir, I 
would have a magazine of arms.'*-— Sir Alexandeb. 
*^ They would rust." — ^Johnson. ** Let there be 
men to keep them clean. Your ancestors did not 
use to let their arms rust.'* 

We attempted in vain to communicate to him a 
portion of our enthusiasm. He bore with so polite 
a good-nature our warm, and what some might 
call Gothick, expostulations, on this subject, that 
I should not forgive myself, were I to record all 
that Dr. Johnson's ardour led him to say. — ^This 
day was little better than a blank. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5. 

I walked to the parish church of Slate, which is 
a very poor one. There are no church bells in the 
island. I was told there were once some ; what baa 
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becotne of them, I could not learn. The minister 
not being at home, there was no service. I weat 
into the church, and saw the monument of Sir 
James Macdonald, which was elegantly executed 
at Rome, and has the following inscription, written 
by his friend, Greorge Lord Lyttelton : 



To the memory 
Of Sir JAMES MACDONALD, Bart. 

Who ID the flower of youth 
Had attained to so eminent a degree of knowledge. 
In Mathematics, Philosophy, Languages, 
And in every other branch of useful and polite learning 
As few have acquired in a long life 
Wholly devoted to study : 
Yet to this erudition he joined 
What can rarely be found with it. 
Great talents for business. 
Great propriety of behaviour. 
Great politeness of manners ! 
Hit eloquence was sweet, correct^ and flowing ; 
His memory vast and exact ^ 
His judgement strong and acute ; 
All which endowments, united 
With the most amiable temper 
And. every private virtue. 
Procured him, not only in his own country. 
But also from foreign nations. 
The highest marks of esteem. 
In the year of our Lord 
1766, 
The 25th of his life. 
After a long and extremely painful illness. 
Which he supported with admirable patience and fortitude. 

He died at Rome, 

Where, notwithstanding the difference of religion. 

Such extraordinary honours were paid to his memoiy. 

At had never graced that of any other British subject. 



Ui JOURNAL OF AT !TOU« 

Since the deatb of Sir Philip Sidney. 

The fame be left behind him is the best coosolaticm 

To his afflicted family. 

And to his countrymen in this isle. 

For whose benefit he had planned 

Many useful ijDpvovenients, 

Which his fruitful genius suggested^ 

And his active spirit promoted. 

Under the sober direction 

Of a clear and enlightened understanding* 

Reader, bewail our loss. 

And that of all Britain. 

In testimony of her love. 

And as the best return she can make 

To her departed son, 

For the constant tenderness and afTection 

Which, evep to his last giomeots> 

He shewed for her. 

His much afflicted mother. 

The LADY MARGARET MACDONALD^ 

Daughter to the Earl of Eolintoune, 

Erected this Monument, 

A. D. 1768 *. 

* This extraordinary young man, whom I had the pleasure of 
knowing intimately, having been deeply regretted by his countiy, 
the most minute particulars concerning him must be interesting to 
many. I shall therefore insert his two last letters to his motheri Lady 
Margaret Macdonald, which Her ladyship has been pleased to com- 
mupicate to me. 

'' My Dear Mother, Rome, July gth, 1766* 

" YESTERDAY'S post brought me your answer to the 
first letter in which I acquainted you of my illness. Your tendernes9 
and concern upon that account are the same I have always expe- 
rienced, and to which I have often owed my life. Indeed it never 
was in so great danger as it has been lately; and thoqgh it~ would 
have been a very great <;omfort to me to have had you near me, yet 
perhaps I ought to rejoice, on your account, that you had not the paio 
of such a spectacle. I have been now a week in Rome, and wish F 
could continue to give you the same good account of my recovery - 
as I did in my last ; but I most own that, for three days^ past, I have 
been in a very weak and miserable state, which however seems to 
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Dr« Johnson Mid, the inscription should have 
been in Ldtin^ as every thing intended to be uni- 
versal and permanent, should be. 

This being a beautiful day, my spirits were 
cheered by the mere effect of climate. I had felt 
a return of spleen during my stay at Armidale, and 
had -it not been that I had Dr. Johnson to contem- 
plate, I should have sunk into dejection ; but his 
firmness supported me. I looked at him^ as a man 
whose head is turning giddy at sea looks at a rock^ 
or any fixed object. I wondered at his tranquillity. 

^e no uneasiiiets to my physicians. My stomach has been greatly 
oat of order, without any visible cause ; and the palpitation does 
not decrease. I am told that my stomach will soon recover its tona^ 
and that the palpitation must cease in time. So I am willing to believe ; 
and with this hope support the little remains of spirits which I can be 
supposed to have, on the forty-seventh day of such an illness. Do 
not imagine I have relapsed ; — I only recover slower than I expected. 
If my letter is shorter than usual, the cause of it is a dose of physick, 
which has weakened me so much to-day, that I am not able to write 
a long letter* I will make up for it next post, and remain aUvays 

Your most sincerely affectionate son, 

J. Macdoitald.*^ 

He grew gradually worse ; and on the night before his death be 
wrote as follows from Frescati : 

•* Mt Dear Mother^ 

*' THOUGH I did not mean to deceive you in my last 
letter from Rome, yet certainly you would have very little reason 
to conclude of the very great and constant danger I have gone 
through ever since that time. My life, which is still almost entirely 
desperate, did not 9i\, that time appear to me so, otherwise I should 
have represented, in its true colours, a fact which acquires very 
little horror by that means, and comes with redoubled force by de- 
ception. There is no circumstance of danger and pain of which I 
have not had the experience, for a continued series of above a fort- 
night 3 during which time I have settled my affairs, afler my death. 
with as much distinctness as the hurry and the nature of the thing 
could admit of. In case of the worst, ilie Abbd Grant will be my 
executor in this part of the world, and Mr. Mackenzie in Scotland, 
where my object has been to make you and my younger brother as 
independent of the eldest as possible.'* 

6 
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He said^ '^ Sir^ when a man retires into an islandf, 
he is to turn his thoughts intirely to another world. 
He has done with this." — Boswell. '* It appears to 
me^ sir, to be very difficult to unite a due attention 
to this world, and that which is to come ; for, if 
we engage eagerly in the affairs of life, we are apt 
to be totally forgetful of a future state ; and, on 
the other hand, a steady contemplation of the aw- 
ful concerns of eternity renders all objects here so 
insignificant, as to make us indifferent and negli- 
gent about them." — Johnson, " Sir, Dr. Cheyne 
has laid down a rule to himself on this subject, 
which should be imprinted on every mind : * To 

* neglect nothing to secure my eternal peace, more 

* than if I had been certified I should die within 
^ the day: nor to mind any thing that my secular 
^ obligations and duties demanded of me, less than 
\ if 1 had been ensured to live fifty years moreJ* 

I must here observe, that though Dr. Johnson 
appeared now to be philosophically calm, yet his 
genius did not shine forth as in companies, where I 
have listened to him with admiration. The vigour 
of his mind was, however, sufficiently manifested, 
by his. discovering no symptoms of feeble relaxation 
in the dull, " weary, flat and unprofitable" state in 
which we now were placed. | 

I am inclined to think that it was on this day he 
composed the following Ode upon the Isle of Shy, 
which a /ew days afterwards he shewed me at 
Rasay: 

O D A 

Ponti profondis dausa recessibus, 
Strepens procellis^ rupibus obsita^ 
Quaoi grata defesso virentem 
Skia iinam nebulosa pandlft. 
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His eum, credo, sedibos exolat; 
His blaoda certe pax habitat locis : 
Non ira, non mosror quietis 
Insidias xneditatur horis. ' 

At non cavata rupe latescere, 
Menti nee asgrae montibna ayiis 
Prodest TBgari, nee frementes 
£ scopulo Qumerare fluctus. 

Humana virtus non sibi sofficit, 

Datar nee squum .cuique animum iibi -} 

Pdrare posse, ut Stotcorum 

Secta crepet nimis alta fallax. 

Exaratoantis pectoris impetum. 
Rex summe, solus tu regis arbiter, 
Mentisque, te tollente, surgant, 
Te reeidunt nioderante fluctus*. 



After supper. Dr. Johnson told us, that Isaac 
Hawkins Browne drank freely for thirty years, 
and that he wrote his poem, De minimi Immortalitatc, 
ia some of the last of these years. — I listened to 
this with the eagerness of one, who, conscious of 
being himself fond of wine, is glad to hear that a 
man of so much genius and good thinking as Browne 
had the same propensity. 

• MONDAY, 8£PTBMBBE 6. 

We set out, accompanied by Mr. Donald 
M*Lcod, (late of Canna) as our guide. We rode 

* Various Rkadihgs. 
Line S. In the manuscript. Dr. Johnson, instead of rupihut ohsiia, 
had written imbribus uvida, and uvida nubibus, but struck them 
both out. 

Lines 1^ & l6. Idsttod of these two lines, he had written, but 
afterwards struck out, the following : 

Parare posse, utcunque jactet 
Grandiloquus nimis aha Zeno, 

L 
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for some time along the iKstriet of Slate, near the 
shore. The houses in general are made of turfy 
covered with grass. The country seem^ well peo- 
pled. We came into the district of Strath, and 
passed along a wild moorish tract of Irnid till we 
arrived at the shore. There we fonmd good verdure, 
and some curious whin* rocks, or collections of stones 
like the ruins of the foundations of old huH<Ungs« 
We saw also three Cairns ofconsiderahlesize. 

About a mile beyond Broadfoot, is- Corrichata- 
chin, a farm of Sir Alexander Macdonald^s^ pos- 
sessed by Mr. M^Kinnon*, who received us with 
a hearty welcome, as did his wife, who was what 
we call in Scotland a hdy-Iike woman* Mr. Pen* 
nant, in the course of his tour to the Hebrides, 
passed two nights at this gentlemanV house. On 
its bef n(%mentioned, that a present had here been 
made tahim of a curious specimen of Highlimd mi- 
tiquity, Dr. Johnson said, ^^ Sir, it was more than 
he deserved : the dog is a whig.** 

* * Tbftt my readcn may have my mmBtift m- Uib tiyte oC tba 

country throagh wbicb I am travelling, it b proper to inforn thein» 

that the chief of a claa is denominated by hit tufrnamc alont, aa 

M'Leod, M'Kinnon, M<Intosh. To piefix Mr, to k would be a 

degradation from tkt M'Leod» Ste. My old ftiendy the Laiid of 

M*Farlane^ the great antiquary, took it highly amiss, when Gese- 

ral Wade called him Mr. M^Farlane, Or. Johnson saMy he eeuld 

not being himself to use this mede of address $ it sfemed to bim lo be 

too familiar, as it is the way in which, in all other places, intimatea 

or inferiors are addressed. When the chiefs have Htlew they are deno- 

minaied by them, as Sir James Grant, Sir Allan McLean. The other 

Highland gentleman, of landed -property, are denominated by their 

estates, as Kasay, Boisdale ; and the wives of all of them have the thie 

of ladies. The tacksmen, or prhicipat tenants^ are named by their 

farms, as Kingshurgh, Corrichatachin i and their wives are called tha 

mistress of Kingsburgh, the mistress of Corncliatachin.— — Having- 

gj[ven this explanation, I am at liberty to- use that mode of specch- 

yhich fencrally pievftib in the Highlands and the Hebrtdct^ 

4s 
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We here enjoyed thtf comfort of a table plenti* 
folly furnished^ the satisfaction of which was 
heightened by a numerous and cheerful tdmpany $ 
and we for the first time had a specimen of the 
joyous social manners of the inhabitants of the 
Highlands. They talked in their own ancient lah- 
goagc^ with fluent vivacity, and sung many Erse 
songs with such spirit^ that^ though Dr. JdtmBoti 
was treated with the greatest respect and attentidn, 
there were momenta in which he seemed to be for- 
gotten. For myself, though but a Loivlanderj hav- 
ing picked up a few words of the language^ I pre^ 
sooied to mingle in their mirth^ and joined in the 
chorusses tnth as much g^ee as any of the company. 
Dr. Johnson being fatigued with his journey^ re- 
tired early to his chamber^ where he composed the 
following Ode^ addressed to Mrs. Thrale : 

O D A. 

l^eraieo tenras^ ubi nuda rupet 
SaxeaB miscet nebnlis raioasi 
Torva uln ridbnl fteriles coloqi 

Rura laboiet. 



Pierragor gentet, bonliiMim 
Vita obi ddUo decorata cdm 
Sqiiallet ioforaiis, tugorique fumia 

Focda latesdt. 

Inter errorii laldnroBa longi. 
Inter ignotiD strepitm loquebe^ 
Qaot modis mecum, quid agat^ reqairof, 

Tliralia dolcis ? 

Sen viri caras pia iiupta muloet^ 
Seu fovet mater sobolem benigna^ 
Sive cum Itbris novitate pascet 

Sedula meatem ; 
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Sit memor nostri, fideique merces; 
Stet fides constans, meri toque blaodttm 
Thralls discant resonare nomen 

Littora Skiae. 
Scriptum in Skii, Sept. 6, 1773. 

TUESDAY, 8EPTBMBBK 7» 

Dr. Johnson was much pleased with his enter- 
tainment here. There were many good books in the 
house : Hector Boethius in Latin ; Cave's Lives of 
the Fathers; Baker's Chronicle; Jeremy Collier's 
Church History ; Dr. Johnson's small Dictionary ; 
Craufurd's Officers of State, and several more :— a 
me2zotinto of Mrs. Brooks the actress (by some 
strange chance in Sky ;) and also a print of Mac- 
dpnald of Clanranald, with a Latin inscription about 
the cruelties after the battle of Culloden, which will 
never be forgotten. 

It was a very wet stormy day ; we were therefore 
obliged to remain here, it being impossible to cross 
the sea to Rasay. 

I employed a part of the forenoon in writing this 
Journal* The rest of it was somewhat dceary^ from 
the gloominess of the weather, and the uncertain 
state which we were in, as we. could not tell but it 
might clear up every hour. Nothing is more pain- 
ful to the mind than a state of suspence, especially 
when it depends upon the weather, concerning which 
there can be so little calculation. As Dr. Johnson 
said of our weariness on the Monday at Aberdeen, 
'^ Sensation is sensation f ' Corrichatachin, which was 
last night a hospitable house, was^ in my mind, 
changed to-day into a prison. — ^After dinner I read 
some of Dr. Macphersou's Dissertations on the An- 
cient Caledonians. I was disgusted by the unsatis- 



TO TH£ HEBRIDES. U9 

&ctory conjectures as to antiquity, before the days 
of record. I was happy when tea came. Such^ I 
take it^ is the state of those who live in the country. 
Meals are wished for from the cravings .of vacuity 0f 
mind, as well as from the desire of eating. I was 
hurt to find even such a temporary, feebleness/ and 
that I was so far from being that robust wise man- 
who is sufficient for his own hiq)piness. I felt a 
kind of lethargy of indolence. I did not exert 
myself to get Dr. Johnson to talk, that I might not 
have the labour of writing down his conversation.— 
He enquired here if there were any remains of the 
second sight. Mr. M^Pherson, Minister of Slate, 
said, he was resolved not to believe it, because it was 
founded on no principle. — Johnson. ^^ There are 
many things then, which we are sure are true, that 
you will not behave. What principle is there, why 
a loadstone attracts iron ? why an egg produces a 
chicken by heat ? why a tree grows upwards, when 
the natural tendency of all things is downwards ? 
Sir, it depends upon the degree of evidence that you 

have." ^Young Mr. M^Kinnon mentioned one 

M'Kenzie, who is still alive, who had often fainted 
in his presence, and when he recovered, mentioned 
visions which had been presented to him. He told 
Mr. M^Kinnon, that at such a place he should meet 
a funeral, and that such and such ))eople would be 
the bearers, naming, four; and three weeks after* 
wards he saw what M^Kenzie had predicted. The 
naming the very spot in a country where a funeral 
comes a long way, and the very people as bearers^ 
when there are so many out of whom a choice may 
be made, seems extraordinary. We should have 
lent for M'Kenzie, bad we not been informed that 
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he ooold spwk no Englsh* Besidet, the £u^ts were 
not related . with sofficient aocuraoy . 

Mrs. M'Kianon^ who is t daughter o£ old Kings« 
btirgh, told us that her father was one day riding in 
Sky 9 and some women, who were at work in a fidd 
on tKe side of the road, said to him> they had heard 
two twoks, (that is, two voices of persons about to 
die,) and what was remarkable, one of them was 
an English $aisok, which they never heard before^ 
When he returned, he at that very place met two 
foaerels, and one of them wbs that of a woman who 
had oome from the main land, and could speak only 
]@nglish. This, she remaH^ed, made a great impresv 
aion upon her father. 

How all the people here were lodged, J know 
not It was par^y done by separating man and 
wife, find putting a number of men in onfs room^ 
wd of women in another. 

WBDNESPAY, SEPTBMBBa 9. 

When I waked, the rain was much heavier than 
yesterday ; but the wind had abated. By breakfest, 
the day was better, and in a little while it was calm 
^nd clear. I felt my spirits much dated. The 
propriety of the compression, ^^ the sunshine of the 
breast,*^ now struck me with peculiar force ; for the 
brilliant rays penetrated into my very soul. We 
were all in better humour than before. Mrs. 
M'Kinnon, with unaffected hospitality and polite- 
ness, expressed her happiness in having ^uch com-* 
pany in her house, and appeared to understand and 
relish Dr. .Johnson's conversation, as indeed all the 
company seemed to do. When I knew she was old 
Kingsburgh*s daughter, I did not wonder at the good 
appearance which she made. 
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She ta&ed as i£ her husband and femily would 
emigrate^ rather than be oppreswd by their Und- 
lord ; and said^ ** bow agreeable would it be, if 
these gentlemen should come in upon us when we 
are in America/^— Somebody observed that Sir 
Alexander Maodonald was always frightened at 
aea.-*— JoH])rsoK. ** He is frightened at sea ; and his 
tenants ave frightened when he comes to land.** 

W« resolved to set out directly after breakfast. 
We had about two miles to ride to the sea-side, 
and there we expected to get one of the boats 
belonging to the fleet of bounty herring-busses then 
0n the coast, or at least a good country fishing-boa(i 
But while we were preparing to set out, there ar- 
rived a man with the following card from the Reve- 
rend Mr. Donald McQueen : 

*' Mr. McQueen's compliments to Mr, Boswell, 
^ and begs leave to acquaint him that, fearing the 
^^ want of a proper boat, as much as the rain of yes- 
'' terday, might have caused a stop, he is now at 
** Skianwden with Macgillichallum's^ carriage, to 
^' convey him and Dr. Johnson to Rasay, where 
•^ they will meet with a most hearty welcome, and 
^ where Macleod, being on a visit, now attends 
-•* their motions." 

u Wednesday afternoon." 

TTiis card was most agreeable ; it was a prologue 
to that hospitable and truly polite reception which 
we found at Rasay. In a little while arrived Mr. 
Ponald McQueen himself; a decent minister, an 
elderly man with his own black hair, courteous, and 

* The Highland expressioo for lAird of Rasay. 
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rather slow of speech, but caadid, sensiUe, and well 
informed, nay learned. Along with him came, as 
Qur pilot, a gentleman whom I had a great desire to 
see, Mr. Malcolm Macleod, one of the Rasay 
family, celebrated in the year 1 745 -G* He was now 
sixty- two years of age, haJe, and well-propor- 
tioned,-»— with a manly countenance, .and tanned by 
the we9ther, yet having a ruddiness in his cheeks, over 
a great part of which his rough beard extended. — ^His 
eye was quick and lively, yet his look was not 
fierce, but he appeared at once 6rm and good-* 
humoured. He wore a pair of brogues,-— Tartan 
hose which came up only near to his knees, and 
left them bare,^^a purple camblet kilt,^«na blade 
waistcoat, — a short green cloth coat bound with gold 
cord, — ^a yellowish bushy wig,-— a large blue bonnet 
with a gold thread button. I never saw a figure 
that gave a more perfect representation of a High- 
land gentleman. I wished much to have a picture of 
him just as he was. I found him frank and polite, 
in the true 3ense of the word. 

The good family at Corrichatachin said, they 
hoped to $ee us on our return. We rode down to 
the shore; but Malcolm walked with graceful 
agility. 

We got into Rasay's carriage^ which was a good 
strong open boat made in Norway. The wind had 
now risen pretty high, and was against us ; but we 
had four stout rowers, particularly a Macleod, a 
robust black-haired fellow, half naked, and bare- 
headed, something between a wild Indian and an 
English tar. Dr. Johnson sat high on the stem, 
like a magnificent Triton. Malcolm sung an Erse 
song, the phorus of which was " J^aiyinfoam/oam 
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«rt/' with words of his own. The tune resembled 
** Owr the muir among the heather. ^^ The boatmen 
and Mr. McQueen chorused, and all went well. 
At length Malcolm himself took an oar, and rowed 
vigorously. We sailed along the coast of Scalpa, a 
rugged island, about four miles in length. Dr. 
Johnson proposed that he and I should buy it, and 
found a good school, and an episcopal church, 
(Malcolm said, he would come to it,) ^nd have a 
printing-press^ where he would print all the Erse 
that could be found. 

Here I was strongly struck with our long pro* 
jected scheme of visiting the Hebrides being realized. 
J called to him, '^ We are contending with seas f 
which' I think were the words of one of his letters to 
me. ^' Not much,'' said he ; and though the wind 
made the sea lash considerably upon us, he was not 
discomposed. After we were out of tlie shelter of 
Scalpa, and in the sound between it and Rasay, which 
extended about a league, the wind made the sea very 
rough. I did not like it.*-^oHNSON, ^* This now it 
the Atlantick. If J should tell at a tea table in 
London, that I have crossed the Atlantick in an 
open boat, how theyM shudder, and what a fool 
IheyM think me to expose myself to such danger T* 
He then repeated Horace's ode, 

Otium Divos rogat in patenti 
Prensus ^gaeo ^ 

In the confusion and hurry of this boisterous sail. 
Dr. Johnson's spurs, of which Joseph had charge, 
were carried over-board into the sea, and lost This 
was the first misfortune that had befallen us. Dr. 
Johnson was a little angry at first, observing that 
^^ there was something wild in letting a pair of spurs 
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be carried into the sea out of a boat ;** but then he 
remarked, *^ that, as Janes the naturalilst had said 
VLpon losing his pocket-book, it was rather -an ili^ 
convenience than a loss/* He told us, he now 
. recollected that he dreamt the night before, that he 
put his staff into a river, and chanced to let it go^ 
and it was carried down the stream and lost. ** Se 
now you see, (said he,) that I haife lost my spurs i 
and; this story is better than many of those which 
we have concerning second sight and dreams/* Mn 
McQueen said he did not believe the second sight ; 
that he never met with any well attested ihstances ; 
and if he should, he should impute them to chance ; 
because all who pretend to that qualftyoflen fail in 
their predictions, though they take a great scope^ 
and sometimes interpret literally, sometimes figura- 
tively, so as to suit the events* He told us, that, 
since he came to be minister of the parish where he 
now is*, the belief of witchcraft, or charms, was 
very common, insomuch that he had many proseca* 
tions before his session (the parochial ecclesiastical 
court) against women, for having by those means 
carried off the milk from people's cows. He disre* 
garded them ; and there is not now the least vestige 
of that superstition. He preached against it ; and 
in order to give a strong proof to the people that 
there was nothing in it, he said from the pulpit, that 
every woman in the parish was welcome to take the 
milk' from his cows, provided she did not touch 
♦hem. 

Dr. Johnson asked him as to Pingal. He said 
he could repeat some passages in the original, that 
he heard his grandfather had a copy of it ; but that 
he could not affirm that Ossian composed all th3t 
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lyoeiD as it is now pablished. This came pretty 
nnich to iiHiat Dr. Johnson had maintained ; though 
he goes fiffther, and contends thatit is no better than 
auch an epick poem as he could make from the 
iong of Robin Hood ; that is to say, that, exoept 
a few passa^^es, there is nothing truly ancient but 
the names and «ome vague traditions. Mr. McQueen 
alledged that Homer was made up of detached 
fragments^ Dr. Johnson denied this; observing, 
that it had been one work originally, and Chat yon 
oottld not put a book of the Iliad out of its place ; 
and be believed the same might be said of the 
Odyssey*. 

The approach to Rasay was very pleasing. We 
saw before us a beautiful bay, well defended by a 
rocky coast ; a good family mansion ; a fine ver« 
dare about xt,--<Hvith a considerable number of 
trees ;•— «nd beyond it hills and mountains in grade-* 
tion of wildness. Our boatmen sung with great 
q>trit« Dr. Johnson observed, that naval mnsick 
fras very ancient. As we came near the shore, the 
mging of our rowers was succeeded by that of 
reapers, who were busy at work, and who seemed 
to shout as much as to sing, while they worked 
with a bounding activity. Just as we landed, I 
observed a cross, or rather the ruins of one, upon 
a rock, which had to me a pleasing vestige ef reli* 
gion. I perceived a large company coming out 
from the house. We met them as we walked up. 
There were Rasay himself; his brother Dr. Macleod ; 
his nephew the Laird of M'Kinnon; the Laird of 
Macleod ; Colonel Macleod of Talisker, an officer 
in the Dutch service, a very genteel man, and a 
faithful branch of the family ; Mr. Macleod of 
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Muiraventtide^ best knowh by the name of Sandi^ 
Macleod, who was long in exile on account of the 
part which he took in 1745 ; and several other per- 
sons. We. were welcomed upon the green, and 
conducted into^the house, wh^e we were intrddooed 
to Lady Rasay, who was surrounded by a nome- 
rqps family, consisting of three sons and ten daugh* 
ters. The laird of Rasay is a sensible, polite, and 
most hospitable gentleman. I was told that his 
island of Rasay, and that of Ron a, (from which 
the eldest son of the family has his title,) and a con- 
siderable, extent of the land which he has in Sky, da 
not altogether yield him a very large revenue : and 
yet he lives in great splendour ; and so far is he from 
distressing his people, that, in the present rage for 
emigration^ not a man has left his estate. 

It was past six o'clock when we arrived. Some 
excellent brandy was served round immediately, ac* 
cording to the custom of the Highlands, where a 
dram is generally taken every day. They call it a 
scalch. On a side-board was placed for us, who had 
come off the sea, a substantial dinner, and a variety of 
wines. Then we had coffee and tea. I observed in the 
room several elegantly bound books, and other marks 
of improved life. Soon afterwards a fidler appeared, 
and a little ball began. Rasay himself danced with 
as much spirit as any man, and Malcolm bounded 
like a roe. Sandie Macleod, who has at times an 
excessive flow of spirits, and had it now, was, in 
his days of absconding, known by the name of 
M^Criulick^ which it seems was the designation of a 
kind of wild man in the Highlands, something be- 
tween Proteus and Don Quixotte ; and so he was 
called here, He made much jovial noise. Dr. 
Johnson was so delighted with this scene, that he 
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said) ^^ I know not how we shall get away." It txk^ 
tertained me to observe him sitting by^ while w<i 
danced^ sometimes in deep meditation, — sometimes 
smiKng complacently^-^sometimes looking upon 
Hooke*s Roman History, — ^and sometimes talking 
a little, amidst the noise of the ball, to Mr. Donald 
McQueen, who anxiously gathered knowledge from 
Um. He was pleased with McQueen, and said to 
me, ^ This is a critical man, sir. There must be 
great vigour of mind to make him cultivate learning 
so much in the isle of Sky, where he might do 
without it. It is wonderful how many of the new 
publications he has'. There must be a snatch of 
every o|^ortunity." Mr. McQueen, told me that 
his brother (who is the fourth generation of the fa-* 
mily following each other as ministers of the parish 
-of SnizortJ and he joined together, and bought 
from time to time such books as had reputation. 
Soon after we came in, a black cock and grey ben, 
which had been shot, were sliewn, with their fea-* 
thers on, to Dr. Johnson, who had never seen that 
species of bird before. We had a company of thirty 
at supper; and all was good humour and gaiety, 
without intemperance. 

THURSDAY, SBf TBMBB B Q. 

At breakfast this morning, among a profusion 
of other things, there were oat- cakes, made of 
what is called graddaned meal, that is, meal made, 
of grain separated from the husks, and toasted by 
fire, instead of being threshed and kiln dried* — ^This 
seems to be bad management, as so much fodder 
is consumed by it. Mr. McQueen however de- 
fended it^ by saying, that it is doing the thing 
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modi quidcav at one operation effeeti what U 
otherwise done by two. His chief reaaon however 
was, that the servants in Sky are, according to 
him, a. faithless pack, and steal vrhat they cans 
so that much is saved by the com posung but once 
ttirough their hands, as at eadi time they pilfer 
aome. It appears to roe, that the gradaning is z 
strong proof of the laziness of the Highlanders, 
vrho will rather make fire act for them, at the e]|« 
pence of fodder, than labour themselves. There 
was also, what I cannot help disliking at breakfast, 
cheese : it is the custom over all the Highlands to 
have it ; and it often smells very strong, and poi- 
sons to a certain degree the elegance of an. Indian 
repast. The day was showery ; however, Raaay 
and I took a walk, and had some cordial conversa*- 
tion» I conceived a more than ordinary regard foi* 
this worthy gentleman. His family has possesaed 
this island above four hundred years. It is the re^ 
mains of the estate of Madeod of Lewis, whom he 
represents.-— When we returned. Dr. Johnson 
walked with us to see the old chapel. He was in 
fine spirits. He said, ^^ This is truly the patri* 
archal life : this is what we came to find.*' 

After dinner, M^Cruslick, Malcolm, and I, 
went out with guns, to try if we could find any 
black-cock ; but we had no sport, owing to a hea* 
vy rain. I saw here what is called a Danish fort^ 
Our evening was passed as last night was. One of 
our company, I was told, had hurt himself by toa 
much study, particularly of infidel metaphysieians jf 
of which he gave a proef, on second sight being 
mentioned. He immediately retailed some of the 
fellacious arguments of Voltaire and Hume against 
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ttondea in g&aeraL Infidelity in a Highland genr 
tleman appeared to me peculiarly offensive. I was 
aony fw him, aa he had otherwise a good character* 
I told Dr, Johnson that he had studied himself into 
infidelity. — ^Johnson. " Then he must study him- 
self oat of it again. That is the way. Drinking 
lai|(ely will sober him again*'* 

VMlBAYy aXPTBMBER 10. 

Haying resolred to explore the island of Rasay^ 
irisicfa coold be done only on faot^ I last night ob- 
tained my fellow-traveller*8 permission to leave him 
for a day, he being unable to take so hardy a walk. 
Oki Mr* Malcolm M'Cleod, who had obligingly 
promtaed to accompany me, was at my bed-side be- 
tween five and six. I sprang up immediately, and 
he and I, attended by two other gentlemen, tra- 
versed the country during the whde of this day* 
Though we had passed over not less than four-ancU 
twenty miles of very rugged .ground, and had a 
Highland dance on the top of Dun Can^ the highest 
motintam in the island, we returned in the evening 
not at all fatigued, and piqued ourselves at not be* 
11^ ootdooe at the nightly ball by our less active 
friends, who had remained at home* 

My survey of Rasay did not furnish much which 
cao mteresi my readers ; I shall therefore put into 
aa short a compass as I can, the observations upon 
it, which I find registered in my journal. It if 
about fifteen English miles long, and four broad. 
On the south side is the laird's family seat, situated oa 
a pleasing low spot The old tower of three stories, 
montioned by Martm, was taken down soon after 
i746> and a modern house supplies its place. 
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There are very good grass-fields and com*lands 
about itj well-dressed. I observed^ however, hardly 
any inclosures, except a good garden plentifully 
stocked with vegetables, and strawberries^ raspber*^ 
ties, currants, &c. 

On one of the rocks just where we landed^ 
which are not high, there is rudely carved a square, 
with a crucifix in the middle. Here, it is said^ the 
Lairds of Rasay, in old times, used to offer up 
ifteir devotions. 1 could not approach the spot, 
without a grateful recollection of the event jxim- 
memorated by this symbol. 

A little from the shore, westward, is a' kind of 
subterraneous house. There has been a natural 
fissure, or separation of the rock, running towards 
the sea, which has been roofed over with long 
stones, and above them turf has been laid. In 
that place the inhabitants used to keep their oara. 
There are a number of trees near the house, which 
grow well ; some of them of a pretty good size* 
They are mostly plane and ash. A little to the 
west of the house is an old ruinous chapel, un- 
roofed, which never has been very curious. We 
here saw some human bones of an uncommon size. 
There was a heel-bone, in particular, whidi Dr. 
Macleod said was such, that if the foot was in pro- 
portion, it must have been twenty-seven incbea 
long. Dr. Johnson would not look at the bones. 
He started back from them with a striking appear* 
ance of horrour. Mr. McQueen told us, it -was 
formerly much the custom, in these isles, to have 
human bones lying above ground, especially in the 
windows of churches. On the south of the chapef 
is the family burying«place. Above the door, .oi( 
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ihe east end of it, id a small bast or Image of the 
Virgin Mary, carved upoii a stone tvhich makes 
part of the wall. There is Ho church upoti the 
island. It is annexed to one of the parishes 
of Sky ; and the minister comes and preaches 
either in Rasay*s house, or som^ oth6r house, 
on certain Sundays, I could hot but value the 
family seat more, for having even the ruins of 
a chapel close to it. There was something com- 
fortable in the thought of being so near a piece 
of consecrated ground. Dr. Johnson said, '^ I loot 
with reverence updn every place that has been set 
apart for religion ;'* and he kept off his hat while 
he was within the walls of the chapel. 

The eight crosses, which Martin mentions as py- 
ramids for deceased ladies, stood in a Semicircular 
line, which contained within* it the chapel. They 
marked out the boundaries of the sacred territory 
within which ah asylum was to be had. One of 
them, %vhich we observed upon our landing, made 
the first point of the semicircle. There are few of 
them now remaining. A good way farther north, 
there is a row of buildings about four feet high : 
they run from the shore on the east along the top 
of a pretty high eminence, and so down to the 
shore on the west, in much the same direction with 
the crosses. Rasay took them to be th6 marks for 
the asylum ; but Malcolm thought them to be false 
sentinels, a common deception, of which instances 
occur in Martin, to make invaders imagine an 
island better guarded. Mr. Donald M'Queen, just- 
ly in my opinion, supposed the crosses which form 
the inner circle to be the church's land-marks. 

M 
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The south end of the island is much covered witfa 
large stones or rocky strata. The laird has enclosed 
and planted part of it with firs, and he shewed me 
a considerable space marked out for additional plan- 
tations. 

Dun Can is a mountain three computed miles 
from the laird*s house. The ascent to it is by 
consecutive risings, if that expression may be used 
when vallies intervene, so that there is but a short 
rise at once; but it is certainly very high above 
the sea. The palm of altitude is disputed for 
by the people of Rasay and those of Sky ; the 
former contending for Dun Can, the latter for 
the mountains in Sky,' over against it. We 
went up to the east side of Dun Can pretty easily. 
It is mostly rocks all around, the points of which 
hem the summit of it. Sailors, to whom it was a 
good object as they pass along, call it Rasay 's cap. 
Before we reached this mountain, we passed by two 
lakes. Of the first, Malcolm told me a strange fa- 
bulous tradition. He said, there was a wild beast 
in it, a sea horse, which came and devoured a man's 
daughter ; upon which the man lighted a great fire, 
and had a sow roasted at it, the smell of which at- 
tracted the monster. In the fire was put a spit,. 
The man lay concealed behind a low wall of loose 
stones, and he had an avenue formed for the mon- 
ster, with two rows of large flat stones, which ex- 
tended from the fire over the summit of the.hill^ 
till it reached the side of the loch. The monster 
came, and the man with the red-hot spit destroyed 
it, Malcolm shewed me the little hiding-place^ 
and the rows of stones. He did not laugh when 
he told this story. I recollect having seen in th« 
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Scots Magazine^ several years ago^ a poeiti upon 
a similar tale, perhaps the same, translated from 
the Erse, or Irish, called jilbin and the Daughter 
of Mey. 

There is a large tract of land, possessed as a com- 
mon, in Rasay. They have no regulations as to 
number of cattle. Every man puts upon it as 
many as- he chooses. From Dun Gan northward . 
till you reach the other end of the island, there id 
much good natural pasture unincumbered by 
stones. We passed over a spot, which is appro- 
priated for the exercising ground. In J 745^ a 
hundred fighting men were reviewed here^ as MaU 
colm told me, who was one of the officers that led 
them to the field. They returned home all but 
about fourteen. What a princely thing is it to be 
able to furnish such n band ! Rasay has the trut 
spirit of a chief. He is^ without exaggeration^ a 
father to his people. 

There is plenty of lime-stone in the island^ il 
great quarry of free-stone, and some natural woodSj 
but none of any age, as they cut the trees for com* 
mon- country uses. The lakes, of which there are 
many, are well stocked with trout. Malcolm 
catched one of four-and-twenty pounds weight in 
the loch next to Dun Can^ which, by the way, is 
certainly a Danish name^ as most names of places 
in these islands are. 

The old castle, in which the family of Rasay 
formerly resided, is situated upon a rock very near 
^he sea. The rock is not one mass of stone-, but 
a concretion of pebbles and earth, so firm that it 
does not appear to have mpuldered; In this rem-i^ 
nant of antiquity I found nothing worthy of bein^ 

M2 
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noticed, etcept a certain- accommodation rarely td 
be found at the modern houses of Scotland, and 
which Dr. Johnson and I sought for in vain at the 
Laird of Rasay's new built mansion, where nothing 
else was wanting. I took the liberty to tell the 
Laird it was a shame there should be such a defi- 
ciency in civilized times. He acknowledged the 
justice of the remark. But perhaps some genera- 
tions may pass before the want is supplied. Dr. 
Johnson observed to me, how quietly people will 
endure an evil, which they might at any time very 
easily remedy ; and mentioned as an instance, that 
the present family of Rasay had possessed the island 
For more than four hundred years, and never made 
a commodious landing place, though a few men 
with picka^^es might have cut an ascent of stairs 
©tit of any part of the rock in a week's time. 

The north end of Rasay is as rocky as the south 
end. From it I saw the little isle of Fladda, be- 
longing to Rasay, all fine green ground ; — ^and 
Rona, which is of so rocky a soil that it appears to 
be a pavement. I was told however that it has a 
great deal of grass in the interstices. The Laird 
has it all in his own hands. At this iend of the 
island of Rasay is a cave in a striking situation. It 
is in a Recess of a great cleft, a good way up from 
the sea. Before it the ocean roars, being dashed 
against monstrous broken rocks ; grand and aweful 
propugnacula. On the right hand of it is a longitu- 
dinal cave, very low at the entrance, but higher as 
you advance. The sea having scooped it out, it seems 
strange and unaccountable that the interior part, 
where the water must have operated with less force, 
should be loftier than that which is more immediately 
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exposed to its violence. The roof of it is all co- 
vered with a kind of petrifications formed by drops^ 
which perpetually distil from it. The first cav^ 
has been a place of much safety*^ I find a great 
difficulty in describing visible objects. I must own 
too that the old castle and cave^ like many other 
things^ of which one hears much, did not answer 
my expectations. People are every where apt tQ 
magnify the curiosities of their country. 

This island has abundance of black cattle^ sheep, 
and goats ; — a good many horses, which are used 
for ploughing, carrying out dung, and other works 
of husbandry. I believe the people never ride. 
There are indeed no roads through the island, unless 
a few detached beaten tracks deserve that name* 
Most of the houses are upon the $hore ; so that all 
the people have little boats, and catch fish* There 
is great plenty of potatoes here. There are black* 
cock in extraordinary abundance, moor-fowl, plo- 
ver and wild pigeons, which seemed to me to be 
the same as >ve have in pigeon-houses, in their state 
of nature. Rasay has no pigeon-house. There 
are no hares nor rabbits in the island, nor was there 
ever known to be a fox, till last year, when gne 
was landed on it by some malicious person, with- 
out whose aid he could not have got thither^ as 
that animal is known to be a very bad swimmer. 
He has done much mischief. There is a great 
deal of fish caught in the sea round Rasay ; it is a 
place where one may live in plenty, and even in 
luxury. There are no deer ; but Rasay told us he 
would get some. 

They reckon it rains nine months in the year in 
this island, owing to its being directly opposite to the 
western coast of Sky, where the watery clouds are 



166 JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

broken by high mountains. The hills here^ and in-> 
deed all the heathy grounds in general, abound with 
the sweet-smelling plant which the Highlanders call 
gatU, and (I think) with dwarf juniper in many 
places. There is enough of turf, which is their fuel, 
and it is thought there is a mine of coal. — Such are 
the observations which I made upon the island of 
Uasay, upon comparing it with the description given 
by ^lartin, whose book we had with u?. 

There has been an ancient league between the 
families of Macdonald and Kasay, Whenever the 
head of either family dies, his sword is given to 
the head of the other. The present Rasay has the 
late Sir James Macdonald's sword. Old Rasay 
joined the Highland army in 1745, but prudently 
guarded against a forfeiture, by previously conveying 
his estate to the pre&ent gentleman, his eldest son. 
On that occasion,*^ Sir Alexander, father of the late 
Sir James Macdonald, was very friendly to his 
neighbour. " Don't be afraid, Rasay, said he ; 
ril use all my interest to keep you safe; and if 
ycur estate should be taken, i'll buy it for the fa- 
mily." — And he would have done it. 

Let me now gather some gold dust, — some more 
fragments of Dr. Johnson's conversation, without 
regard to order of time. He s^id, " he thought 
very highly of Bentley ; that no man now went so 
fur in the kinds of learning that he cultivated ; that 
the many attacks on him were owing to envy, and 
to a desire of being known, by being in conipetir 
tion with such a man; that it was safe to attack 
him, because he never answered his opponents, but 
let them die away. It was attacking a m«vi who 
>vould not beat them, because his beating \httn 
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>vould make them live the longer. And he was 
right not to answer ; for, in his hazardous method 
of writing, he could not but be often enough 
wrong; so it was better to leave things to their 
general appearance, than own himself to have 
erred in particulars."— He said, ** Mallet was the 
prettiest drest puppet about town, and always kept 
good company. That, from his way of talking 
he saw, and always said, that he had not written 
any part of the Life of the Duke of Marlborough, 
though perhaps he intended to do it at some time, 
in which case he was not* culpable in takings the 
pension. That he imagined the Duchess furnished 
the materials for her Apology, which Hooke wrote, 
and Hooke furnished the words and the order, and 
all that in which the art of writing consists. That 
the duchess had not superior parts, but was a bold 
frontless woman, who knew how to make the most 
of her opportunities in life. That Hooke got a 
large sum of money, for writing her Apology. That 
he wondered Hooke should have been weak enough 
to insert so profligate a maxim, as that to tell an- 
other's secret to one's friend, is no breach of confi-f 
dence ; though perhaps Hooke, who was a virtuous 
uian, as his History shews, and did not wish her 
well, though he wrote her Apology, might see its 
ill tendency, and yet insert it at her desire. He 
was acting only ministerially." — I apprehended, how- 
ever, that Hooke was bound to give his best advice. 
I speak as a lawyer. Though I have had clients 
whose causes I could not, as a private man, ap. 
prove ; yet, if I undertook them, I would not do 
apy thing that might be prejudicial to them^ even 
at tbeir desire, without warning them of their 
danger. 
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SATUBDAT, SEPTEMBER 11. 

It was a Storm of wind and rain ; so we* could 
not set out. I wrote some of this Journal, and 
talked a while with Dr. Johnson in his room, and 
passed the day, I cannot well say how, but very 
pleasantly. I was here amused to find Mr. Cum- 
berland's comedy of the Fashionable Lovery in which 
be has very well drawn a Highland character, Colin 
M'Cleod, of the same name with the family under 
whose roof we now were. Dr. Johnson was much 
pleased with the Laird of Macleod, who is indeed 
a most promising^ youth, and with a noble spirit 
struggles with difficulties, and endeavours to pre- 
serve his people. He has been left with an in- 
cumbrance of forty thousand pounds debt, and 
annuities to the amount of thirteen hundred pounds 
a year. Dr. Johnson said, ** If he gets the better 
of ail this, he'll be a hero ; and I hope he will. I 
have not met with a young man who bad more de- 
sire to learn, or who has learnt more. I have seen 
nobody that I wish more to do a kindness to than 
Macleod.'*-T-Such was the honourable elogium, on 
this young chieftain, pronounced by an accurate 
observer, whose praise was never lightly bestowed. 

There is neither justice of peace, nor constable 
in Uasay. Sky has Mr. M*Cleod of Ulinish, who 
is the sheriff substitute, and no other justice of 
peace. The want of the execution of justice i^ 
much felt among the islanders. Macleod very sen* 
sibly observed, that taking away the heritable ju- 
risdictions bad not been of such service in the islands, 
as was imiigined. They had not authority enough 
in lieu of them. What could formerly have (^eeq 
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settled at once, must now either take much time 
^nd trouble, or be neglectedt Dr. Johnson saidt 
^' A country is in a bad state, which is governed 
only by laws ; because a thousand things occur for 
which laws cannot provide, and wber^ authority 
pught to interpose. Now destroying the authority 
of #he chiefs set the people loose. It did not pre* 
tend to bring any positive good, but only to cure 
some evil ; and I am not well enough acquainted 
with the country to know what degree of evil the 
heritable jurisdictions occasioned.*' — ^I maintained 
hardly any; because the chiefs generally acted 
right, for their own sakes. 

Dr. Johnson was now wishing to niove. There 
was not enough of intellectual entertainment for 
bim, after he had satisfied his curiosity, which be 
did^ by asking questions, till he had exhausted the 
island; and where there was so numerous a com^ 
pany, mostly young people, there was such a flow of 
familiar talk, so much noise, and so much singing and 
dancing, that little opportunity was left jTor his ener-r 
getick conversation. He seemed sensible of this ; for 
when I told him how happy they were at having him 
there, he saidy ** Yet we have not been able to enter-r 
tain them much." — ^I was fretted, from irritability of 
nerves, by M^Cruslick's too obstreperous mirth. X 
complained of it to my friend, observing we should 
be. better if he was gone. — '^ No, sir (said he). He 
puts something into our society, and takes nothing 
put of it/' — Dr. Johnson, however, bad several 
.opportunities of instructing the company ; but I 
fLUi sorry to say, that I did not pay. sufficient at- 
tention to what passed, as his discourse now turned 
phiefly on mechanicks^ agriculture an4 s^ch ^{jjl^r 

I 
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jects, rather than on science and wit. — Last night 
Lady Rasay shewed him the operation of wawkin^ 
cloth^ that is, thickening it in the same manner as 
is done by a mill. Here it is performed by women, 
who kneel upon the ground, and rub it with both 
their hands, singing an Erse song all the time. He 
was asking questions while they were performhig 
this operation, and, amidst their loud and wild 
howl, his voice was heard even in the room above. 

They dance here every night. The queen of 
our ball was the eldest Miss Macleod, of Rasay, an 
elegant well-bred woman, and celebrated for her 
beauty over all those regions, by the name of Miss^ 
Flora Rnsay *. There seemed to be no jealousy, 
no discontent among them ; and the gaiety of the 
scene was such, that I for a moment doubted whe- 
ther unhappiness had any place in Rasay. But my 
delusion was soon dispelled, by recollecting the foU 
lowing lines of my fellow-traveller : 

*« Yet hope not life from pain or danger free, 
*' Or think the doom of man revers'd for thee !" 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12. 

It was a beautiful day, and although we did not 
approve of travelling on Sunday, we resolved to set 
out, as we were in an island from whence one must 
take occasion as it serves* Macleod and Talisker 
sailed in a boat of Rasay's for Sconser, to take the 
shortest way to Dunvcgan. M*Cruslick went w^ith 
them to Sconser, from wlience he was to go to Slate^ 

* ^he had been some time at Edinburgh, to which she again went, 
|nd was married to luy worthy neighbour. Colonel Mare Campbell^ 
how Karl of Loudoun^ but she died seen afterwards^ leaving ooe 
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and so to the main land. We were resolved to pay 
a visit at Kingsburgh, and see the celebrated Misa 
Flora Macdonald^ who is married to the present 
Mr. Macdonald of Ktngsburgh ; so took that road^ 
though not so near. All the family, but Lady Rasay, 
walked down to the shore to see us depart. Kasay 
himself went with us in a large boat, with eight oars^ 
built in his island ; as did Mr. Malcolm MfCieod* 
Mr. Donald McQueen, Dr; Macleod, and somo 
others. We had a most pleasant sail between Rasay 
and Sky ; and passed by a cave, where Martin says 
fowls were caught by lighting fire in the mouth of 
it. Malcolm remembers this. Bat it is not now 
practised, as few fowls come into it. 

We spoke of Death. Dr. Johnson on this sub* 
ject observed, that the boastings of some men, ai 
to dying easily, were idle talk, proceeding from 
partial views. I mentioned Hawthornden^s Cypress- 
grove, where it is said that the world is a mere 
show ; and that it is unreasonable for a man ta 
wish to continue in the show-room^ after he has 
seen it. Let him go cheerfully out, and give place 
to other spectators.— Johnson. " Yes, sir, if he ia 
sure he is to be well, after he goes out of it. But 
)f he is to grow blind after he goes out of the show- 
room, and never to see any thing again ; or if he 
does not know whither he is to go nesct, a man will 
not go cheerfully out of a show-room. No wise 
man wi)l be contented to die, if he thinks he is to 
go into a state of punishment. Nay, no wise man 
will be contented to die, if he thinks he is to fall 
into annihilation : for however unhappy any man's 
existence may be, he yet would rather have it, than 
not exist at all. No; there is no rational princi- 
ple by which a man can die contented^ but a trust 
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in the mercy of God, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ,'* — This short sermon, delivered with an 
itarnest tone, in a 'boat upon tlie sea, which was 
perfectly calm, on a day appropriated to religious 
worship, while every one listened with an air of satis* 
faction, had a most pleasing effect upon my mind. 

Pursuing the same train of serious reflection, he 
atdded, that it seemed certain that happiness could 
not be found in this life, because so nuny had tried 
to find it, in such a variety of ways, and had not 
ibund it. 

We reached the harbour of Portree, in Sky, 
which is a large and good one. There was lying 
in it a vessel to carry off the emigrants called the 
ffestor. It made a short settlement of the dif^ 
ferences between a chief and bis clan ; 



Nestor componere litea 



iDter Peleiden festinat & later Atriden. 

We approached her, and she hoisted her colours* 
Dr. Johnson and Mr, M'Queen remained in the 
|)oat : Rasay and I, and the rest went on board of 
her. She was a very pretty vessel, and, as we were 
told, the largest in Clyde. Mr. Harrison, the cap- 
tain shewed her to us. The cabin was commodious, 
and even elegant. There was a little library, finely 
bound, Portree has its name from King James the 
Fifth having landed there in his tour through the 
Western Isles, Ree in Erse being King, as Re is 
in Italian ; so it is Port-Royal. There was here a 
tolerable inn. On our landing, I had the pleasure 
of finding a letter from home ; and there were also 
letters to Dr. Johnson and me, from Lord Elibank, 
which had been sent after us from Edinburgh.'^ 
Jlis lordship's letter to me w^a as follows; 
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''dear boswell, 

*' I flew to Edinburgh the mom6nl I heard 
of Mr. Johnson's arrival ; but so defective was mj 
intelligence, that I came too late. 

" It is but justice to believe, that I could never 
forgive myself, nor deserve to be forgiven by otherSj, 
if I was to fail in any mark of respect to that very 
great genius.-^I hold him in the highest venera- 
tion ; for that very reason I was resolved to take no 
share in the merit, perhaps guilt, of inticing him 
to honour this country with a visit, — I could not 
persuade myself there was any thing in Scotland 
worthy to have a Summer of Samuel Johnson be- 
stowed on it ; but since he has done us that com* 
pliment, for heaven's sake inform me of your 
motions. I will attend them most religiously; and 
though I should regret to let Mr. Johnson go a mile 
out of his way on my account, old ss I am, I shall 
be glad to go five hundred miles to enjoy a day 
of his company. Have the charity to send a coua- 
cil-post * with intelligence ; the post does not suit 
us in the country. — At any rate write to me. I will 
attend you in the north, when I shall know where to- 
find you, 

^ lam, 

" My dear Boswell, 

*^ Your sincerely 

*^ Obedient humble servant, 

*^ August 2 1 St, 1773. " ElIB ANK.*^ 



* A term in Scotland for a special messenger, sach as was foriaiHf 
9ent with dispatches by the lords of the council. - ,^ I 
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The letter to Dr. Johnson was in these words t 

^' DBAS SIR, 

" I was to have kissed your hands at 
Edinburgh, the moment I heard of you ; but you 
was gone. 

" I hape my friend Boswell will inform me of 
your motions. It will be cruel to deprive me an 
instant ' of the honour of attending you. As I 
value you more than any King in Christendom, I 
will perform that duty with infinitely greater alacrity 
than any courtier. I can contribute but little t6 
your entertainment ; but, my sincere esteem for you 
gives me some title to the opportunity of express- 
ing it. 

" I dare say you are by this time sensible that 
things are pretty much the same, as when Buchanan 
complained of being born solo et seculo inerudiio. 
Let me hear of you, and be .persuaded that none of 
your admirers is more sincerely devoted to you, 
than, 

" Dear Sir, 
*' Your most obedient, 

" And most humble servant, 

" Elibank.'* 

Dr. Johnson, on the following Tuesday, answered 
for both of us, thus : 

"my lord, 

^* On the rugged shore of Skie, I had the 
honour of your Lordship's letter, and can with great 
truth declare, that no place is so gloomy but that 
it would be cheered by such a testimony of rej^iti. 
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irotn 3 mind so well qualified to estimate characters, 
and to deal out approbation in its due proportion^ 
If I have more than my share, it is your Lordship's 
fault; for I have always reverenced your judgment 
too much, to exalt my,$^lf in your presence by any 
false pretensions. 

*^ Mr. Bos well and I are at present at the dispo- 
sal of the winds, and therefore cannot fix the time 
al which we shall have the honour of seeing your 
lordship. But we should either of us think our- 
selves injured by the supposition that we would 
miss your lordship's conversation, when we could 
enjoy it; for I have often declared that I never 
met you without going away a wiser man. 

" I am, my Lord, 
" Your lordship's most obedient 
** And most humble servant, 
*• Skie, Sept. 14, 1773. " Sam. Johnson." 

At Portree, Mr. Donald McQueen went to 
church and officiated in Erse, and then came to 
dinner. Dr. Johnson and I resolved that we should 
treat the company, so I played the landlord, or 
master of the feast, having previously ordered 
Joseph to pay the bill. 

Sir James Macdonald intended to have built a 
village here, which would have done great good, 
A village is like a heart to a country. It produces 
a perpetual circulation, and gives the people an op- 
portunity to make profit of many little articles, 
which would otherwise be in a good measure lost. 
We had here a dinner, etproflerea nihil. Dr. John-i> 
ton did not talk. When we were about to depart, 
we found that Rasay had been before-hand with us. 
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tnd that all was paid : I would fain have contested 
this matter with him, but seeing him resolved, I 
>d6clined it. We parted with cordial embraces from 
him and worthy Malcolm. In the evening Dr. 
Johnson and I remounted ^tr horses, accompanied 
by Mr. M'Queen and Dr. Macleod. It rained very 
hard. We rode what they call six miles, upon 
Ka8ay*s lands in Sky, to Dr. Macleod*s house. On 
the road Dr. Johnson appeared to be somewhat out 
of spirits. When I talked of our meeting Lord 
Elibank, he said, ^^ I cannot be with him much. 
I long to be again in civilized life ; but can stay 
but a short while ;*' (he meant at Edinburgh.) He 
said, *' let us go to Dunvegan to-morrow/*-*-" Yes, 
(said I,) if it is not a deluge.** — ** At any rate," he 
replied. — ^This shewed a kind of fretful impatience; 
nor was it to be wondered at, considering our dis- 
agreeable ride. I feared he would give up Mull and 
Icolmkill, for he said something of his apprehen- 
sions of being detained by bad weather in going to 
Mull and Jona. However I hoped well. We. had 
4 dish of tea at Dr. Macleod*s, who had a pretty 
good house, where was his brother, a half-pay 
officer. His lady was a polite, agreeable woman. 
Dr. Johnson said, he was glad to see that he was 
So well married, for he had an esteem for physi- 
cians. The doctor accompanied us to Kingsburgh, 
which is called a mile farther ; but the computation 
of Sky has no connection whatever with real 
distance, 

I was highly pleased to see Dr. Johnson safely at 
rived at Kingsburgh, and received by the hospita- 
ble Mr. Macdonald, who, with a most respectful 
attention, supported him into the house. Kings-. 
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hXxTgh was completely the figure of a gallant High* 
lander, — exhibiting " the graceful mien and manly 
looks," which our popular Scotch song has justly 
attributed to that character. He had his Tartan 
plaid thrown about him, a large blue bonnet with 
a knot of black ribband like a cockade, a brown 
short coat of a kind of duffil, a Tartan waistcoat 
with gold buttons and gold button-holes, a bluish 
philibeg, and Tartan hose. He had jet black hair 
tied behind, and was a large stately man, with a 
steady sensible countenance. 

^here was a comfortable parlour with a good 
fire, and a dram went round. By and by supper 
was served, at which there appeared the lady of the 
house, the celebrated Miss Flora Macdonald. She 
is a little woman, of a genteel appearance, and un« 
commonly mild and well-bred. To see Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, the great champion of the English Tories^ 
salute Miss Flora Macdonald in the isle of Sky, 
was a striking sight ; for though somewhat conge- 
nial in their notions, it was very improbable thej 
should meet here. 

Miss Flora Macdonald (for so I shall call her) 
told me, she heard upon the main land, as she 
was returning home about a fortnight before, 
that Mr. Boswell was coming to Sky> and one 
Mr. Johnson, a young English buck, with him. 
He was highly entertained with this fancy. Giv- 
ing an account of the afternoon which we pass- 
ed, at jinock, he said, " I, being a buck, had 
miss in to make tea." — He was rather quiescent to- 
night, and went early to bed. I was in a cordial 
humour, and promoted a cheerful glass. The 
punch was excellent* Honest Mr. McQueen ob- 

N 
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served that I was in high glee, " my govemour being 
gone to bed." Yet in reality my heart was grieved, 
when I recollected that Kingsbnrgh was embarras- 
sed in his affairs, and intended to go to Ame- 
rica. However, nothing but what was good was 
present, and I pleased myself in thinking that 
so spirited a man would be well every where. I 
slept in the same room with Dr. Johnson. Each 
had a neat bed, with Tartan curtains, in an upper 
chamber. 

MONDAY, SBPTBMBJSS 13« 

The room where we lay was a celebrated one. 
Dr. Johnson's bed was the very bed in which the 
grandson of the unfortunate King James the Se- 
cond * lay, on one of the nights after the failure of 
his rash attempt in 1745*6, while he was eluding 
the pursuit of the emissaries of government, which 
had offered thirty thousand pounds as a reward for 
apprehending him. To see Dr. Samuel Johnson lying 
in that bed, in the isle of Sky, in the house of Miss 
Flora Macdonald, struck me with such a group of 
ideas as it is not easy for words to describe, as they 



* I do not call him ihe Prince of fFales, or the Prince, becaate I 
am quite satisfied that the right which the House qf Stuart had to the 
throne is extinguished . I do not call him the Pretender, because it 
appears to me as an insult to one who is still alive^ and, I suppose, 
thinks very, differenily. It may be a parliamentary expression ; but 
it is not a gentlemanly expression. I know, and I exult in having it 
in my power to tell, that thb only pbrsok in the worM who is 
intitled to be offended at this delicacy, thinks and feels as I doj** 
and has liberality of mind and generosity of sentiment enough to ap- 
prove of my tenderness for what even has heen Blood Royal. That 
he is a prince by courtesy, cannot be denied ; because his mother was 
the daughter of Soblesky, king of Poland. I shall, therefore, on that 
a€counf alone, distinguish him by the name of Prince Charles Edward, 
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passed through the mind. He smiled, and said, ^' I 
have had no ambitious thoughts in it *• — ^The room 
was decorated with a great variety of maps and 
prints. Among others, was Hogarth*s print of 
Wilkes grinning, with a eap of liberty on a pole 
by him. That too was a curious circumstance in 
the scene this morning ; such a contrast was Wilkes 
to the above groupe. It reminded me of Sir William 
Chambers's Account of Oriental Gardening, in 
vhich we are told all odd, strange, ugly, and even 
terrible objects, are introduced for the sake of va- 
riety ; a wild extravagance of taste which is so well 
ridiculed in the celebrated Epistle to him. The 
following lines of that poem immediately occurred 
to me; 

^ Here too^ O kiog of veDgeance ! in thy fane« 
** Tremendous Wilkes shall rattle his gold chain.** 

Upon the table in our room I found in the morning 
a slip of paper, on which Dr. Johnson had written 
with his pencil these words : 

'* Quantum cedat virtutibus aurumf .** 

Wl^at he meant by writing them I could not tell %. 

* This pahaps, was said in aliusion to some lines ascribed to Popt, 
on his lying, at John Duke of Argyle*s, at Adderbury, in the tame bed 
in which Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, had slept. 
" With no poetick ardour fir*d» 

" I press the bed where Wilmot lay ; 
**That here he liv*d, or here expired, 
" Begets no numbers, grave or gay." 
f With virtue weigb'd, what worthless trash is gold ! 

X Since the first edition of this book, an ingenious friend has observed 
to me, that Dr. Johnson had probably been thinking on the reward 
which was offered by goverumcnt for the appreliension of the grandson 
of King James II • and tliat he meant by these words to express his 
admiration of the Highlanders, whose fidelity and attachment had re- 
sisted thp golden temptation that hfid been held ont to them. 

N 2 
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He had caught cold a day or two ago, and the 
rain yesterday having made it worse, he was become 
very deaf. At breakfast he said, he would have 
given a good deal rather than not have lain in that 
bed, I owned he was the lucky man ; and ob- 
served, that without doubt it had been contrived 
between Mrs. Macdonald and him. She seemed to 
acquiesce ; adding, " You know young bucks are 
always favourites of the ladies." He spoke of Prince 
Charles being here, and asked Mrs. Macdonald, 
" fVho was with him ? We were told, madam, in 
England, there was one Miss Flora Macdonald 
with him." — She said, " they were very right ;'* 
and perceiving Dr. Johnson's curiosity, though he 
had delicacy enough not to question her, very oblig- 
ingly entertained him with a recital of the particu- 
lars which she herself knew of that escape, which 
' does so much honour to the humanity, fidelity, and 
generosity, of the Highlanders. Dr. Johnson lis- 
tened to her with placid attention, and said, ** All 
this should be written down." 

From what she told us, and from what I was told 
by others personally concerned, and from a paper of 
information which Rasay was so good as to send 
me, at my desire, I have compiled the following 
abstract, which, as it contains some curious anec- 
dotes, will, I imagine not be uninteresting to my 
readers, and even, perhaps, be of some use to 
future historians. 



Prince Charles Edward, after the battle of Cul- 
loden, was conveyed to what is called the Long 
Island, where he lay for some time concealed. But 
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intelligence having been obtained where he was, and 
a number of troops having come in quest of him, 
it became absolutely necessary for him to quit that 
country without delay. Miss Flora Macdonald, then 
a young lady, animated by what she thought the sa- 
cred principle of loyalty, offered, with the magna- 
nimity of a Heroine, to accompany him in an open 
boat to Sky, though the coast they were to quit was 
guarded by ships. He dressed himself in women's 
clothes, and passed as her supposed maid, by the 
name of Betty Bourke, an Irish girl. They got 
off undiscovered, though several shots were fired 
to bring them to, and landed at Mugstot, the seat 
of Sir Alexander Macdonald. Sir Alexander was 
then at Fort Augustus, with the Duke of Cumber- 
land ; but his lady was at home. Prince Charles took 
his post upon a hill near the house. Flora Macdo- 
nald waited on lady Margaret, and acquainted her of 
the enterprise in which she was engaged. Her lady- 
ship, whose active benevolence w^s ever seconded 
by superior talents, shewed a perfect presence of 
mind, and readiness of invention, and at once set- 
tled that Prince Charles should be conducted to old 
Basay, who was himself concealed with some select 
friends. The plan was instantly communicated to 
Kingsburgh, who was dispatched to the hill to in- 
forn) the Wanderer, and carry him refreshments. 
When Kingsburgh approached, he started up, and 
advanced, holding a large knotted stick, and in ap- 
pearance ready to knock him down, till he said, '^ I 
am Macdonald of Kingsburgh, come to serve your 
highness." The Wanderer answered, " It is well,'* 
and was satisfied with the plan. 

Flora Macdonald dined with Lady Margaret^ 
^t whose table there sat an ofpcer of the army, sta- 
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tioned here with a party of soldiers^ to watch fot 

Pripce Charles in case of his flying to the isle of Sky. 

She afterwards often laughed in good humour with 

this gentleman^ on her having so well deceived him. 

After dinner, Flora Macdonald on horseback^ 

and her supposed maid, and Kingsburgh, with a 

servant carrying some linen, all on foot, proceeded 

towards that gentleman's house. Upon the road 

was a small rivulet which they were obliged to cross. 

The Wanderer, forgetting his assumed sex, that his 

clothes might not be wet, held them up a great deal 

too high. Kingsburgh mentioned this to him, 

observing, it might make a discovery. He said, he 

would be more careful for the future. He was as 

good as his word ; for the next brook he crossed, 

he did not hold up his clothes at all, but let them 

iloat upon the water. He was very awkward in his 

female dress. His size was so large, and his strides 

so great, that some women whom they met reported 

that they had seen a very big woman, who looked 

like a man in woman's clothes, and that perhaps it 

was (as they expressed themselves) the Prince, after 

whom so much search was making. 

At Kingsburgh he met with a most cordial re^ 
ception ; seemed gay at supper, and after it indulged 
himself in a cheerful glass with his worthy host. As 
he had not had his clothes off for a long time^ the 
comfort of a good bed was highly relished by him, 
and he slept soundly till next day at one o*clock. 

The mistress of Corrichatachin told me^ that in 
the forenoon she went into her father's room, who 
was also in bed, and- suggested to him her appre- 
hensions that a party of the military might come up» 
and that his guest and he had better tiot remain 
here too long. Her father said^ *^ Let tb^ 
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poor man repose himself after his fatigues $ and 
as for me, I care not, though they take off this 
old gr^ head ten or eleven years sooner than 
I should die in the course of nature/* He then 
wrapped himself in the bed-clothes^ and again fell 
fast asleep. 

On the afternoon of that day, the Wanderer, 
still in the same dress, set out for Portree, with Tlora 
Macdonald and a man servant. His shoes being 
very bad,' Kingsburgh provided him with a new 
jmir, and taking up the old ones, said, ^' I will 
faithfully keep them till you are safely settled at St.^ 
James's. I will then introduce myself by shaking 
them at you, to put you in mind of your nighf s 
entertainment and protection under my roof.**— 
He smiled, and said, ^^ Be as good as your word !** 
Kingsburgh kept the shoes as long as he lived. 
After his death, a zealous Jacobite gentleman gave 
twenty guineas for them. 

Old Mrs. Macdonald, after her guest had left 
the house, took the sheets in which he had lain,, 
folded them carefully, and charged her daughter 
that they should be kept unwashed, and that, when 
she dfed, her body should be wrapped in them as 
a winding sheet. Her will was religiously observed.- 

Upon the road to Portree, Prince Charles changed 
liis dress, and put on man's clothes again;, a tartan 
short coat and waistcoat,, with philibeg and short 
hose, a plaid, and a wig and bonnet. 

Mr. Donald McDonald, called Donald Roy, had 

, been sent express to the present Rasay, then the 

young laird, who was at that time at his sister's 

house, about three miles from Portree, attending 

his brother, Dr. Macleod, who was recovering of ai 
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wound he had received at the battle of Culloden« 
Mr. McDonald communicated to young Rasay the 
plan of conveying th^ Wanderer to where old 
Rasay was ; but was told that old Rasay had fled 
to Knoidarty a part of Glengary's estate. There 
was then a dilemma what should be done. Donald 
Roy proposed that he should conduct the Wanderer 
to the main land; but young Rasay thought it too 
dangerous at that time, and said it would be better 
to conceal him in the island of Rasay, till old Rasay 
could be informed where he was^'and give his advice 
what was best. But the difficulty was, how to get 
him to Rasay. They could not trust a Portree 
crew, apd all the Rasay boats had been destroyed, 
or carried ofFby the military, except two belonging 
to Malcolm M^I^od^ which he h^ concealed 
somewheref 

Dr, M^clcod being informed of this difEcuIty, 
said he would risk his life once more for Prinoe 
Charles ; and it having occurred, that there was a 
little boat upon a fresh-water lake in the neighbour- 
hood, young Rasay and Dr. Macleod, with the 
help of some women, brought it to the sea, by ex- 
traordinary exertion, acr ss a Highland mile of 
land, one half of which was bog, and the other ^ 
steep precipice. 

These gallant brothers, with the assistance of one 
Jittlc boy, rowed the small boat to Rasay, where 
they were to endeavour to find Captain M*L^od, 
as Malcolm was then called, find get one of his 
good boats, with which they might return to Por- 
tree, and receive the Wanderer; or, in case of not 
finding hiin, they were to make the small boat serve, 
though the danger was considerable. 
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Fortunately, on their first landing, they found 
their cousin Malcolm, who, with the utmost ala- 
crity, got ready one of his boats, with two strong 
men, John M'Kenzie, and Donald MTriar. Mal- 
colm, being the oldest man, and most cautious^ 
said, that as young Rasay had not hitherto ap- 
peared in the unfortunate business, he ought not to 
run any risk ; but that Dr. Macleod and himself^ 
who were already publickly engaged, should go on 
this expedition. Young Rasay answered, with aa 
oath, that he would go, at the risk of his life and 
fortune.-^—" In t/on's name then (said Malcolm) 
let us proceed." The two boatmen, however, now 
stopped short, till they should be informed of their 
destination ; and M'Kenzie declared he would not 
move an oar till he knew where they were going. 
Upon \xhich they were both sworn to secrecy ; and 
the business being imparted to them, they were 
eager to put off to sea without loss of time. The 
boat soon landed about half a mile from the inn at 
Portree, 

All this was negotiated before the Wanderer got 
forward to Portree. Malcolm M*Leod, and 
M^Friar were dispatched to look for him. In a 
short time he appeared, and went into the publipk 
house. Here Donald Roy, whom he had seen at 
Mugstpt, received him, and informed him of what 
}iad been coriccrted. He wanted silver for a guinea^ 
but the landlord had only thirteen shillings. He 
was going to accept of this for his guinea ; bqt 
Ponald Roy v<;ry judiciously observed, that it 
would discover him to be some great man ; so he 
desisted. }ie slipped out of the house, leaving l\\s 
fair prpteptress, ^hom he never again sawj ^4 
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Malcolm Macleod was presented to htm by Donald 
Roy, as a captam in his army. Young Rasay and 
Dr. Macleod had waited, in impatient anxiety^ in 
the boat. When he came, their names were an- 
nounced to him. He would not permit the usual 
ceremonies of respect, but saluted them as hi& 
equals. 

Donald Roy staid in Sky, to be in readiness to 
get intelligence, and give an alarm in case the 
troops should discover the retreat to Rasay; and 
Prince Charles was then conveyed in a boat to that 
island in the night. He slept a little upon the pas- 
sage, and they landed about day-break. There was 
some difficulty in accommodating him with a lodg- 
ing, as almost all the houses in the island had been 
burnt by the soldrtery. They repaired to a little 
hut, which some shepherds had lately built, and 
having prepared it as well as they could, and made 
a bed of heath for the stranger, they kindled a fire, 
and partook of some provisions which had been 
sent with him from Kingsburgh* It was observed, 
that he would not taste wheat-bread, or brandy, 
while oat-bread and whisky lasted ; ^' for these, said 
he, are my own country bread and drink."— This 
was very engaging to the Highlanders. 

Young Rasay being the only person of the com- 
pany that durst appear with safety, he went in quest 
of something fresh for them to eat : but though he 
was amidst his own cows, sheep, and goats, he 
could not venture to take any of them for fear of a 
discovery, but was obliged to supply himself by 
stealth. He therefore caught a kid, and brought 
it to the hut in his plaid, and it was killed and. 
drest, and furnished them a meal whiph they ret- 

6 
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lished much. The distressed Wanderer^ whose health 
^vas now a good deal impaired by hunger^ fatigue, 
and watching, slept a long time^ but seemed to he 
frequently disturbed. Malcolm told me be would 
start from broken slumbers^ and speak to himself in 
different languages, French, Italian, and Eiiglish. 
I must however acknowledge, that it is highly 
in-obabfe that my worthy friend Malcolm did not 
know prtoisely the difference between French and 
Italian. One of his expressions in English was^ 
^' O God I poor Scotland !" 

While they were in the hut, M'Kenzie and 
M^Friar, the two boatmen, were placed as sentinels 
upon different eminences ; and one day an incident 
happened, which must 4iot be omitted. There was 
a man wandering about the island^ selling tobacco. 
Nobody knew him, and he was suspected to be a 
spy. M^Kenzie came running to the hut, and told 
that this suspected person was approaching. Upon 
which the three gentlemen^ young Rasay, Dr. Mac- 
leod, and Malcom, held a council of war upon him, 
and were unanimously of opinion that he should in- 
stantly be put to death. Prince Charles, at once 
assuming a grave and even severe countenance, said, 
'' God forbid that we should take away a man*s 
Itfe, who may be innocent, while we can preserve 
pur own.** The gentlemen however persisted in 
their resolution, while he as strenuously continued 
to take the merciful side. John M*Kenzie, who 
sat watching at the door of the hut, and overheard 
the debate, said in Erse, " Well, well ; he must be 
shot. You are the king, but we are the parlia- 
ment, and will do what we choose." Prince 

Charles, seeing thjs gentlemen smile, asked what the 
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man had said, and being told it in English, he ob- 
served that he was a clever fellow, and, notwith- 
:>tanding the perilous situation in which he was, 
laughed loud and heartily. Luckily the unknown 
person did not perceive that there were people in 
the hut^ at least did not come to it, but walked on 
past it, unknowing of his "risk. It was afterwards 
found out that he was one of the Highland army, 
who was himself in danger. Had he come to them, 
they were resolved to dispatch him ; for, as MaU 
colm said to me, ** We could not keep him with 
MSy and we durst not let him go. In such a situa- 
tion, I would have shot my brother, if I had not 
been sure of him." — ^John M'Ken^ie was at Rasay's 
house when we were there *. About eighteen years 
before, he hurt one of his legs when dancing, and 
being obliged to have it cut off, he now was going 
about with a wooden leg. The -story of his being a 
member of parliament is not yet forgotten. I took 
him out a little way from the house, gave him a 
shilling to drink Kasay's health, and led him into a 
detail of the particulars which I have just related. 
— ^With less foundation, some writers have traced 
the idea of a parliament, and of the British constitu- 
tion, in rude and early times. I was curious to 
know if he had really heard, or understood^ any 
thing of that. subject, which, had he been a greater 
man, would probably have been eagerly maintained. 
*^ Why, John, (said I,) did y9u think, the king 
should be controuled by a parliament r" — He an- 
swered, '^ I thought, sir, there w^re many voices 
against one." 

• This old Scottish mcmlcr of parliGmcnt, lam informcdj is stijl 
Jiving (1785.) 

I 
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The conversation then turning on the times, the 
Wanderer said, that, to be sure, the life he had led 
of late was a very hard one ; but he would rather 
live in the way he now did, for ten years, than fall 
into the hands of his enemies. The gentlemen asked 
him, what he thought his enemies would do with 
him, should he have the misfortune to fall into their 
hands. He said, he did not believe they would 
dare to take his life publickly, but he dreaded be- 
ing privately destroyed by poison or assassination. — 
He was very particular in his inquiries about the 
wound which Dr. Macleod had received at the battle 
of Culloden, from a ball which entered at one 
shoulder, and went across to the other. The doctor 
happened still to have on the coat which he wore 
on that occasion. He mentioned, that he himself 
had his horse shot under him at Culloden ; that the 
ball hit the horse about two inches from his knee, 
and made him so unruly that he was obliged to 
change him for another. He threw out some re- 
flection on the conduct of the disastrous affair at 
Culloden, saying, however, that perhaps it was rash 
in him to do so. — I am now convinced that his sus- 
picions were groundless ; for I have had a good 
deal of conversation upon the subject with my very 
worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. Andrew Lumis- 
den, who was under secretary to Prince Charles, 
and afterwards principal secretary to his father at 
Rome, who, he assured me, was perfectly satisfied 
both of the abilities and honour of the generals who 
commanded the Highland army on that occasion. 
Mr. Lumisden has written an account of the three 
battles in 1745-6, at once accurate and classical. — 
Talking of the different Highland corps, the gen- 
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tiemen who were present wished to have his opinion 
which were the best soldiers. He said^ he did not 
like comparisons among those corps : they were al' 
best. 

He told his conductors, he did not think it ad- 
visible to remain long in any one place ; and that 
he expected a French ship to come for him to 
Lochbroojn, among the Mackenzies. It then was 
proposed to carry him in one of Malcolm's boats to 
Lochbroom, though the distance was fifteen leagues 
coastwise. But he thought this would be too dan- 
gerous, and desired that at any rate, they might 
first endeavour to obtain intelligence. Upon which 
young Rasay wrote to his friend, Mr. M^Kenzie of 
Applecross, but received an answer, that there was 
no appearance of any French ship. 

It was therefore resolved that they should return 
to Sky, which they did, and landed in Strath, where 
they reposed in a cow-house belonging to Mr. Nic- 
colson of Scorbreck. The sea was very roughs and 
the boat took in a good deal of water. The Wan- 
derer asked if there was danger, as he was not used 
to such a vessel. Upon being told there was not, 
he sung an Erse song with much vivacity. He had 
by this time acquired a good deal of the Erse lan- 
guage. 

Young Kasay was now dispatched to where 
Donald Roy was, tliat they might get all the intel- 
ligence they could ; and the Wanderer, with much 
earnestness, charged Dr. Macleod to have a boat 
ready, at a certain place about seven miles off« as 
he said he intended it should carry him upon a mat« 
ter of great consequence ; and gave the doctor a 
case, containing a silver spoon, knife, and fork. 
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saying, '^ keep you that till I see you,** which the 
doctor understood to be two days from that time* 
But all these orders were only blinds ; for he had 
another plan in his head, but wisely thought it 
safest to trust his secrets to no more persons than was 
absolutely necessary. Having then desired Malcolm 
to walk with him a little way from the house, he 
soon opened his mind, saying, " I deliver myself to 
you. Conduct me to the Laird of M'Kinnon*a 
country.'* — ^Malcolm objected that it was very dan- 
gerous, as so many parties of soldiers were in mo- 
tion. He answered, '^ There is nothing now to be 
done without danger.'' — He then said, that Mal- 
colm must be the master, and he the servant ; so 
he took the bag, in which his linen was put up, and 
carried it on his shoulder ; and observing tbat his 
waistcoat, which was of scarlet tartan, with a gold 
twist button, was finer than Malcolm's, which was 
of a plain ordinary tartan, he put on Malcolm's 
waistcoat, and gave him his ; remarking at the same 
time, that it did not look well that the servant 
should be better dressed than the master. 

Malcolm, though an excellent walker, found 
himself excelled by Prince Charles, who tol4 him, 
he should not much mind the parties that where look- 
ing for him, were he once but a. musket shot from 
them ; but that he was somewhat afraid of the 
Highlanders who were against him. He was well 
used to walking in Italy, in pursuit of game ; and 
he was even now so keen a sportsman, that, having 
observed some partridges, he was going to take a 
shot: but Malcolm cautioned him against it, ob- 
serving that the firing might be heard by the ten- 
ders who were hovering upon the coast. 
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As they proceeded through the mountalhs, taking 
many a circuit td avoid any houses, Malcolm, to 
try his resolution, ^sked him what they should dd, 
should they fall in with a party of soldiers : he an* 
swered, " Fight, td be sure !" — Having asked Mal- 
colm if he should be known in his present dress, 
and Malcolm having replied he would,; he said, 
** Then I'll blacken my face with powder."— 
*^ That, said Malcolm, would discover you at once/* 
— " Then, said he, I must be put in the greatest 
dishabille possible.'* So he pulled off his wig, tied 
a handkerchief round his head, and put his night- 
cap over it, tore the ruffles from his shirt, took the 
buckles out of his shoes, and made Malcolm fasten 
them with strings; but still Malcolm thought he 
would be known. '^ I have so odd a face, (said 
he) that no man ever saw me but he would know 
me again." 

He seemed unwilling to give credit to the horrid 
narrative of men being massacred in cold blood, 
after victory had declared for the army commanded 
by the Duke of Cumberland. He could not allow 
himself to think that a general could be so bar- 
barous. 

When they came within two miles of M^Kinnon> 
house, Malcolm asked if he chose to see the laird- 
'* No, (said he) by no means. I know M'Kinnon 
to be as good and as honest a man as any in the 
world, but he is not fit for my "purpose at present. 
You must conduct me to some otlier house ; but 
let it be a gentleman's house." — Malcolm then de- 
termined that they should go to the house of his 
brother-in-law, Mr. John M'Kinnon, and from 
tUence be conveyed to the main land of Scotland^ 
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^XkA blaim the assistance of Macdonald of Scothouse. 
The Wanderer at first objected to this, because Scot- 
bouse was cousin to a person of whom he had suspi- 
cious. But he acquiesced in Malcolm's opinion* 

When they- were near Mr. John M'Kinnon*s 
house, they met a man of the name of Ross^ who 
had been a private soldier in the Highland army. 
He fix;ed his eyes steadily on the Wanderer in his 
disguise, and having at once recognized him, he 
clapped his hands, and exclaimed^ *' Alas ! is this 
the case ?'* Finding that there was now a discove* 
ry, Malcolm asked " What's to be done ?** " Swear 
Wm to secrecy/* answered Prince Charles. Upon 
which Malcolm drew his dirk, and on the naked 
blade, made him take a solemn oath, that he would 
say nothing of his having seen the Wanderer, till 
his escape should be made publick. 

Malcolm's sister, whose house they reached pret- 
ty early in the morning, asked him who the person 
was that was along with him. He said it was one 
Lewis Caw, from CriefF, who being a fugitive like 
himself, for the same reason, he had engaged him 
as his servant, but that he had fallen sick. '' Poor 
man ! (said she) I pity him. At the same time my 
heart warms to a man of his appearance.**'^— Her 
husband was gone a little way from home ; but was 
expected every minute to return. She set down to 
her brother a plentiful Highland breakfast. Prince 
Charles acted the servant very well, sitting at a re- 
spectful distance, with his bonnet off. Malcolm 
then said to him, " Mr. Caw, you have as much 
need of this as I have ; there is enough for us both : 
you had better draw nearer and share with me.*'— 
Upon which he rose, made a profound bow, sat 

O 



IM JOURNAL or A TOUR 

down at table with his Auppoaed master^ and eat 
very heartily. After this there came in an old wo* 
man, who, after the mode of ancient hospitality^ 
brought warm water, and washed Malcolm's feet. 
He desired h^r to wash the feet of the poor man 
who attended him. She at first seemed averse to 
this, from pride, as thinking him beneath her^ and 
in the periphrastick language of the Highlanders 
and the Irish, said warmly, ^^ Though I washed your 
father's son's feet, why should I wash his father's 
son's feet ?" — She was however persuaded to do it. 
They then went to bed, and slept for some time 5 
and when Malcolm awaked, he was told that Mr, 
John M^Kinnon^ his brother-in-law^ was in sight. 
He sprang out to talk to him before he should see 
Prince Charles^ After saluting him, Malcolm, 
pointing to the sea, said, " What, John, if the prince 
should be prisoner on board one of those tenders ?**— 
" God forbid l" replied John.—" What if we had 
him here ?" said Malcolm. — *' I wish we had, an- 
swered John ; we should take care of him."— Wdl, 
John, said Malcolm, he is in your house." — John, 
in a transport of joy, wanted to run directly, in, and 
pay his obeisance ; but 'Malcolm stopped him, say- 
ing, ** Now is your time to behave wdl, and do no- 
thing that can discover him." — John composed him- 
self, and having sent away all his servwts upon dif« 
ferent errands, he was introduced into the presence 
of his guest,, and was then desired to go and get 
ready a boat lying near his house, whieb, though 
but a small leaky one, they resolved to take, rather 
than go to the Laird of M^Kinnon. Joha M'KJn- 
Y\on, however, thought otherwise ; and upon Jhis re- 
turn told them, that his Chief and lady M'Kin- 
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tion were coming in the laird's boat. Prince Charles 

said to his trusty Malcolm, " I am sorry for this*, 

but must make the best of it." — ^M'Kinnon then 

Wafted up from the shore, and did homage Jo the 

Wanderer. Sis lady waited in a caVe, to which 

they all repaired, and were entertained with cold 

meat and wine. — Mr. Malcolm M'Leod being now 

superseded by the Laird of M'Kinnon, desired leave 

to return^ which was granted him, and Prince 

Charles wfote a short note, which he subscribed 

James Thompson, informing his friends that he had 

got away from Sky, and thanking them for their 

kindness ; and he desired this might be speedily 

conveyed to young Rasay and Dr. Macleod, that 

they might not wait longer in expectation of seeing 

him again. He bade a cordial adieu to Malcolm^ 

and insisted on his accepting of a silver stock-buckle^ 

and ten guineas from his purse> though, as Malcolm 

told me, it did not appear to contain above forty. 

Malcolm at first begged to be excused, saying, that 

he had a few guineas at his service j but Prince 

Charles answered, " You will have need of money. 

I shall get enough when I come upon the main 

land.*' 

The Laird of M'Kinnon then conveyed him to 
the opposite coast of Knoidart. Old Rasay, to. 
whom intelligence had been sent, was crossing at 
the same time to Sky ; but as they did not know of 
each other, and each had apprehensions, the two 
boats kept aloof* 

These are the particulars which I have collected 
concerning the extraordinary concealment and 
escapes of Prince Charles, in the Hebrides. He 
was often in imminent danger. The troops traced 

o 2 



I 



196 JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

him from the Long Island, across Sky, to PortrM, 
hut there lost him. 

Here I stop, — having received no farther authen- 
tick information of his fatigues and perils before he 
escaped to France. — ^Kings and subjects may both 
take a lesson of moderation from the melancholy 
fate of the House of Stuart ; that Kings may not 
suffer degradation and exile, and subjects may not 
be harassed by the evils of a disputed succession. 

Let me close the scene on that unfortunate House 
with the elegant and pathetick reflections of Fbhaire, 
in his Hisioire Ghihale. — ** Que les hommes priv6i 
*^ (says that brilliant writer, speaking of Prinoe 
'^ Charles) qui se croyent malheureux, jettent les 
*^ yeux sur ce prince et ses anc^tres/* 

In another place he thus sums up the sad story of 
the family in general : — " II n*y a aucun exemple 
'^ dans rhistoire d*une maison si longtems infor- 
^^ tunee. Le premier des Rois d'Ecosse, qui eat 
*^ le nom de Jacques^ apres avoir £t£ dix-huit ans 
^' prisonnier en Angleterre, mourut assassin^, avec 
*' sa femme, par la main de ses sujets. Jacques IL 
^^ sons fils, fut tue ^ vingt-neuf ans en combattant 
'^ contre les Anglois. Jacques IIL mis en prison 
^' par son peupie, fut tue ensuite par les revoll^s, 
<^ dans une battailie. Jacques IV. perit dans un 
*' combat qu'il perdit. Marie Stuart, sa petite fillc, 
'* chassde de -son trone, fugitive en Angleterre, 
^^ ayant langui dix-huit ans en prison, se vit con« 
<' damn^fe k mort par des juges Anglais, et eut h 
*^ t^te tranchde. Charles I. petit fils de Marie^ 
^* Roi d'Ecosse et d'Angleterre, vendu par les 
'^ Ecossois, et juge k mort par les Anglais, mourut 
'^ sur un cchaffaut dans la place publique* Jacquesg 
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^ son fildy septieme da nom^ et deuxieme en An* 
^' gleterre, fut chass£ de ses trois royadmes; et 
^^ pour comble de malheur on contesta k son fils sa 
** naissance ; le fils ne tenta de renionter sur le trone 
^^ de ses peres^ que pour faire perir ses amis par des 
*^ bourreaux ; et nous avons vu le Prince Charles 
^^ Edouard, reunissant en vain les vertus de seg 
^^ peres, et le courage du Roy Jean Sobieski^ son ayeul 
^^ matemely executer les exploits et essuyer les mal ^ 
^^ heursles plus incroyables. Si quelque chose justi- 
^' fie ceux qui croyent une fatality k laquelle rien 
*^ ne peut se soustraire, c*est cette suite cpntinuelle 
^' de malheurs qui a persecute la maison de Stuart, 
^' pendant plus de trois-cent ann6es.'* 

The gallant Malcolm was apprehended in about 
ten days after they separated^ put aboard a ship and 
carried prisoner to London. He said, the prisoners 
in general were very ill treated in their passage ; but 
there were spldiers on board who lived well^ and 
sometimes invited him to share with them : that he 
had the good fortune not to be thrown into jail^ but 
was confined in the house of a messenger^ of the 
name of Dick. To his astonishment, only one witness 
could be found against him^ though he had been so 
openly engaged ; and therefore, for want of suffi- 
cient evidence, he was set at liberty. He added^ 
that he thought himself in such danger, that he 
would gladly have compounded for banishment. 
Yet, he said, " he should never be so ready for 
death as he then was.** — There is philosophical 
truth in this. A man will meet death much more 
firmly at one time than another. The enthusiasm 
even of a mistaken principle warms the mind» and 
sets it above the fear of death ; which in our cooler 
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moments^ if we really think of it, cannot, but b^ 
terrible, or at least very awful. 

Miss Flora Macdonald being then also in Lon- 
don, under the protection of Lady Primrose, that 
lady provided a post-chaise to convey her to Scot* 
land, and desired she might choose any friend she 
pleased to accompany her. She chose Malcolm. 
^' So (said he, with a triumphant air) I wnent to Lon-p 
don to be hanged, and returned in a post-chaise with 
Miss iFlora Macdonalcl/' 

Mr. Macleod of Muiravenside, whom we saw at 
Rasay, assured us that Prince Charles was in Lon- 
don in 1759, and that there was then a plan in agi- 
nation for restoring his family. Dr. Johnson could 
scarcely credit his story, and said, there could be 
^10 probable plan at that time. Such an attenipt 
could not have succeeded, unless the King of Prussia 
had stopped the army in Germany ; for both the 
army and the fleet would, even without orders, have 
fought for the King, to whom they had engaged 
themselves/* 

t 

Having related so many particulars concerning 
the grandson of the unfortunate King James the Se- 
cond ; having given due praise to fidelity and gene- 
rous attachment, which, however erroneous th^ 
judgement may be, are honourable for the heart ; 
I must do the Highlanders the justice to attest, that 
T found every where among them a high opinion of 
the virtue of the King now upon the throne, and 
an honest disposition to be faithful subjects to his 
majesty, whose family has possessed the sovereignty 
of this country so long, that a change, even for the 
abdicated family, would now hurt the best feelings 
of 4II his subjects. 
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The abstract point of right would inyolre U8 in ,a 
discussion of remote and perplexed questions ; and 
fitter all^ we should have no clear principle of de-* 
vision. That establishment, which^ from political 
necessity, took place in l6SB, by a breach in the 
succession of our kings, and which, whatever bene«- 
fits may have accrued from it, certainly gave a shock 
to our monarchy, — the able and constitutional 
Blackstone, wisely rests on the solid footing of au- 
thority.—" Our ancestors having most indisputably 
a competent jurisdiction to decide this great and im-» 
portant question, and having, in fact^ decided it, it 
is now become our duty, at this distance of time, 
to acquiesce in their determination *•" 

Mr. Paley, the present Archdeacon of Carlisle, 
in his Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy^ 
having, with much clearness pf argument, shewn 
the duty of submission to civil government to be 
founded neither on an indefeasible Jt^^ divinum, nor 
on compact, but on expediency^ lays down this ra« 
tional position : — " Irregularity in the first founda* 
tion of a state, or subsequent violence, fraud, or in- 
justice, in getting possession of the supreme power, 
are not sufficient reasons for resistance, after the go- 
vernment is once peaceably settled. No subject of 
the British empire conceives himself engaged to vin* 
dicate the justice of the Norman claim or conquest, 
or apprehends that his duty in any manner depends 
upon that controversy. So likewise, if the house 
of Lancaster, or even the posterity of Cromwell, had 
been at this day seated upon the throne of England, 

* CoMMEKTARlBS on the laws of England, Book I. c)^ap. d. 
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we should have been as little concerned to enquire 
how the founder ef the family came there */' 

In conformity with this doctrine, I myself^ though 
fully persuaded that the House of Stuart had origi- 
nally no right to the crown of Scotland ; for that 
Baliol, and not Bruce, was the lawful heir ; should 
yet have thought it very culpable to have rebelled, on 
that account, against Charles the First, or even a 

^ B. VI. cbap. 3. Since I have quoted Mr, Arotidcacon Palej 
upon one subject, I cannot but transcribe, from hit excellent work, 
a distinguished passage in support of the Christian Revelation.-^Aftet 
shewing, in decent but strong terms, the unfairness of the indirect 
attempts of moderii infidels to unsettle and perplex religious principles, 
and particularly th^ irony, banter, and sneer, of one whom he politely 
caUs " an eloquent historian,*' the archdeacon thus expresses himself: 

** Seriousness is not constraint of thought ; nor levity, freedom. 
Every mind which wishes the advancement of tstfth and linowled^^ 
in the most important of all human researches, must abhor this licen- 
tioDsness, as violating no less the laws of reasoning than the rights of 
decency. There is but one description of men to whose prtndples it 
ought to be tolerable. I mean that class of reasoners who can see 
liUle in Christianity even supposing it to be true. To such adversa- 
ries we address this reflection. — ^Had Jews Ckriti delivered tm ether 
declaration than the following, ' The hour is coming in the which all 
' that are in th^ gr^ives shall bear his voice^ and shall come forth, 
* — ^they that have done well unto the resurrection of life, and they 
*■ that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation/ he bad 
pronounced a message of inestimable importance, and well worthy of 
that splendid apparatus of prophecy and miracles with wbich his mis- 
sionswas introduced and attested : — a message in which the wisest of 
mankind would rejoice to find an answer to their doubts, and rest to 
their inquiries. It is id|e to say that a future state had been disco« 
vered already.— -It had been discovered as the Copemican System 
was; — ^it was one guess amongst many. He alone discovers who 
proves , and no man can prove this point but the teacher who testifies 
by miracles that his doctrine comes from God.**— 'Book V. chap. 0. 

If infidelity be disingenuously dispersed in every shape that is likely 
to allure, surprise, or beguile the imagination, — ^tn a fable, a tale, a 
' povei, a poem, — in books of travels, of philosophy, of natural his- 
tory, — as Mr. Paley has well observed,— rl hope it is fair in me tl^us 
to meet such poison with an unexpected antidote, which I can^( 
4Qt?b^ WflLbe found powerfuJ. 
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prince of that house much nearer the time, in order 
to assert the claim of the posterity of BalioL 

However convinced I am of the justice of that 
principle, which holds allegiance and protection to 
be reciprocal, I do however acknowledge, that I 
am not satisfied with the cold sentiment which 
would confine the exertions of the subject with* 
in the strict line of duty* I would have every 
breast animated with the fervour of loyalty ; with 
that generous attachment which delights in doing 
somewhat more than is required, and makes ^^ ser* 
vice perfect freedom.'* And, therefore, as our most 
gracious Sovereigli, on his accession to the throne^ 
gloried in being bcrm a Briton ; so, in my more pri- 
vate sphere^ EgB me nunc denique natum, gratulor. 
I am happy that a disputed succession no longer dis« 
tracts our minds ; and that a monarchy, established 
by law, is now so sanctioned by time, that we can 
fully indulge those feelings of loyalty which I am 
ambitious to excite. They are feelings which have 
ever actuated the inhabitants of the Highlands and 
the Hebrides. The plant of loyalty is there in full 
vigour, and the Brunswick graft now flourishes like 
a native shoot. To that spirited race of people I may 
with propriety apply the elegant lines of a modem 
poet, on the ^' facile temper of the beauteous sex f * 

'' Like birds new*caaght, who flutter for a timej 
** And struggle with csptivity in vain ; 
** But by-and-by they rest, they smooth their plumes^ 
[ *' And to new masters sing their former notes */' 

Surely such notes are much better than the que-«^ 
rulous growlings of suspicious Whigs and discon- 
tented Republicans. 

• Jgis, a tragedy, by John Hooio. 
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Kinggburgh conducted us in his boat across one 
of the lochs, as they call thetn^ or arms of the sea, 
which flow in upon all the coasts of Sky^ — to a mile 
beyond a place called Griskinish. Our horses had 
been sent round by land to meet us. By this sail we 
fayed eight miles of had riding. Dr. Johnson said, 
** Whcin we take into computation what we have 
f^ved, aiid what we have gained, by this agreeable 
^il, it is a great deaU" He observed, " it is very 
disagreeable riding in Sky. The way is so narrow, 
on^€Mily at a tim^ can travel, sc it is quite unsocial ; 
«nd you cannot indulge in meditation by yourself, 
)»eo9qse you must be always attending to the steps 
vihich your horse takes.'*— This was a just and 
plear description of its inconveniencies« 
. The topick of emigration being again introduced, 
X>r« Johnson said> that, <^ a rapacious chief would 
make a wilderness of his estate.** Mr. Donald 
McQueen told us, that the oppression, which then 
Hlftde so much noise, was owing to landlords hsten- 
H>g to bad advice ia the letting of their lands; that 
interested and designing people flattered them with 
golden dreams of much higher rents than could rea<» 
ipnably be paid : and that some of the gentlemen 
i^hsmefif or upper tenants, were themselves in part 
thq occasion of the mischief, by over- rating the 
farms of others. That many of the iacksmeny ra- 
ther than comply with exorbitant demands, had 
gone off to America, and impoverished the country, 
by draining it of its wealth ; and that their places 
were filled by a number of poor people, who had lived 
under theni, properly speaking, as servants, paid 
by a certain proportion of the produce of the lands, 
though called sub-tenants« I observed, that if the 

4 
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men of substance were once banished from a High- 
land estate, it might probably be greatly reduced iii 
its value ; for one bad year might ruin a set of poor 
tenants, and men of any property would not settle 
in such a country, unless from the temptation of 
getting land extremely cheap ; for an inhabitant of 
any good county in Britain, had better go to Ame-^ 
rica than to the Highlands or Hebrides. Here^ 
therefore was a consideration that ought to induce 
a Chief to act a more liberal part,, from a mere 
motive of interest, independent of the lofty and ho- 
nourable principle of keeping a clan together, to 
be in readiness to serve his king. I added, that I 
could not help thinking a little arbitrary power in 
the sovereign, to control the bad policy and greedi- 
ness of the Chiefs, might sometimes be of service. 
In France a Chief would not be permitted to force a 
number of the king's subjects out of the country. 
•—Dr. Johnson concurred with me, observing, that 
^' were an oppressive chieftain a subject: of the 
French king, he would probably be admonished 
by a letter. ^^ 

During our sail. Dr. Johnson asked about the 
use of the dirk, with which he imagined the High* 
landers cut their meat. He was told, they had. a 
knife and fork besides, to eat with. He asked, how 
did the women do ? and was answered, some of them 
had a knife and fork too ; but in general the men^ 
when they had cut their meat, handed their knives 
and forks to the women, and they themselves eat 
with their fingers. The old tutor of Macdonald aU 
ways eat fish with his fingers, alledging that a knife 
and fork gave it a bad taste. I took the liberty to 
observe to Dr. Johnson, that he did so. ** Yes, 
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said he ; but it is because I am short-sighted, and 
afraid of bones, for which reason I am not fond of 
eating many kinds of fish, because I must use tn j 
fingers." 

Dr. MTherson's Dissertations on Scottish Antiqui^ 
iiesy which he had looked at when ^ at G^rrichata-* 

« 

chin, being mentioned, he remarked, that " you 
might read half an hour, and ask yourself what you 
had been reading : there were so many words to so 
little matter, that there was no getting through the 
book.'* 

As soon as we reached the shore, we took Ieav*e 
of Kingsburgh, and mounted our horses. We 
passed through a wild moor, in many places so soft 
that we were obliged to walk, which was very fa- 
tiguing to Dr. Johnson. Once he had advanced on 
horseback to a very bad step. There was a steep 
declivity on his left, to which he was so near, that 
there was not room for him to dismount in the usual 
way. He tried to alight on the other side, as if he 
had been a young buck indeed, but in the attempt he 
fell at his length upon the ground ; fi"om which, 
however, he got up immediately without being hurt. 
During this dreary ride, we were sometimes relieved 
by a view of branches of the sea, that universal me- 
dium of connection amongst mankind. A guide, 
who had been sent with us from Kingsburgh, ex- 
plored the way (much iil the same manner as, I sup* 
pose, is pursued in the wilds of America,) by ob-^ 
serving certain marks known only to the inhabitants. 
We arrived at Dunvegan late in the afternoon. The 
great size of the castle, which is partly old and partly 
new, and is built upon a rock closci to the sea, 
while the land around it presents nothing but wild, 
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moorish^ hilly, and craggy appearances, gave a rude 
magnificence to the scene. Having dismounted, we 
ascended a flight of steps, which was made by the 
late Macleod, for the accommodation of persons 
coming to him by land, there formerly being, for 
security, no other access to the castle but from the 
fea ; so that visitors who came by the land were un- 
der the necessity of getting into a boat, and sailed 
round to the only place where it could be approached. 
We were introduced into a stately dining-room, and 
received by Lady .Macleod, mother of the laird, 
who, with his friend Talisker, having been detained 
on the road, did not arrive till some time after 
us. 

We found the lady of the house a very polite and 
sensible woman, who had lived for some time in 
London, and had there been in Dr. Johnson's com* 
pany. After we had dined, we repaired to the 
drawing-room, where some of the young ladies of the 
fiimily, with their mother, were at tea. This room 
had formerly been the bed-chamber of Sir Roderick 
Macleod, one of the old Lairds ; and he chose it, 
because, behind it, there y^as a considerable cascade, 
the sound of which disposed him to sleep. Above 
his bed was this inscription: '^Sir Rorie M^Leod 
of Dunvegan, Knight. God send good rest !'* — 
Rorie is the contraction of Roderick. He was 
called Rorie More, that is, great Rorie, not from 
bis size^ but from his spirit.-— Our entertainment here 
was in so elegant a style, and reminded my fellow- 
traveller so much of England, that he became quite 
joyous. He laughed, and said, *^ Boswell, we came 
in at the wrong end of this island.**-—'* Sir^ (said I,) 
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it was best to keep this for the last.*' — ^He answered^ 
** I would have it both first and last.'* 

TUESDAY^ SEPTEKBBB 14. 

Dr. Johnson said in the mornings '* Is not this a 
fine lady ?" — ^There was not a word now of his ** iin-» 
patience to be in civilized life ;** — though indeed 
I should beg pardon, — he found it here. We had 
slept well, and lain long. After breakfast we sur- 
veyed the castle, and the garden. Mr. Bethnne^ 
the parish minister, — Magnus M*Leod, of Claggan^ 
brother to Talisker, and M^Leod, of Bay, two sub- 
stantial gentlemen of the clan, dined with us. We 
had admirable venison^ generous wine ; in a word^ 
all that a good table has. This was really the hall 
of a chief. Lady M^Leod had been much obliged 
to my father, who had settled by arbitration a va- 
riety of perplexed claims between her and her rela- 
tion, the Laird of Brodie, which she now repaid 
by particular attention to me. — ^M*Leod started the 
subject of making women do penance in the church 
for fornication. — Johnson. " It is right, sir. Infa- 
my is attached to the crime, by universal opinion^ 
as soon as it is known. I would not be the roan who 
would discover it, if I alone knew it, for a woman 
may reform ; nor would I coniimend a parson who 
divulges a woman's first offence ; but being once di-» 
vulged, it ought to be infamous. Consider^ of what 
importanoe to society the chastity of women is« 
Upon that all the property in the wprld depends. 
We haog a thief for stealing a sheep ; but the un- 
ehastity of a woman, transfers sheep, and farm and 
all, from the right owner. I have much more re- 
verence for a common prostitute than for a woman 
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wKo conceals her guilt. ' The prostitute is* known. 
She cannot deceive : she cannot bring a strumpet 
into the arms of an honest man^ without his know-* 
ledge." — ^BoswELL. ** There is, however, a great 
diii^rence between the licentiousness of a 'single wo-' 
man, and that of a married woman." — ^Johnson. 
" Yes, sir ; there is a great difference between steal- 
ing a shilling, and stealing a thousand pounds ; be- 
tween simply taking a man's purse, and murderrng 
him first, and then taking it. But when one begins 
to be vicious, it is easy to go on. Where singler 
women are licentious, you rarely find faithful mar- 
ried women." — Boswell. *' And yet we are told 
that in some nations in India, the distinction iW 
strictly observed.'* — Johnson. *' Nay, don't give us 
India. That puts me in mind of Montesquieu, 
who is really a fellow of genius too in many re- 
spects; whenever he wants to support a strange 
opinion, he quotes you the practice of Japan or of 
€ome other distant country of which he knows no- 
thing. To support polygamy, he tells yea of the 
island of Formosa, where there are ten women 
born for one man. He had but to suppose another 
island, where there are ten men born for one w6man, 
and so make a marriage between them *." 

At supper, Lady Macleod mentioned Dr. Cado- 
gan's book on the gout. — Johnson. " It is a good 
book in general, but a foolish one in particulars. 
It is good in general, as recommending temperance 
and exercise, and cheerfulness. In that respect it is 

* What my friend treated as so wild a supposition, has actually hap- 
pcned in the Western islands of Scotland, if wt may believe Martin, 
Mio telb it of the islands of Col and Tyr-yi, and says that it it 
proved by th^ parish regbters. 
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only Dr. Cheyne's book told in a new way ; and 
there should come out such a book every thirty 
years^ dressed in the mode of the times. It is 
foolish, in maintaining that the gout is not here- 
ditary, and that one fit of it, when gone, is like a 
fever when gone.** — Lady Macleod objected that 
the author does not practise what he teaches*.^- 
Johnson. ^' I cannot help that, madam. That does 
not make his book the worsow People are in- 
fluenced more by what a man says, if his practice 
is suitable to it, — because they are blockheads. 
The more intellectual people are, the readier will 
they attend to what a man tells them. If it is just, 
they will follow it, be his practice what it will. No 
man practises so well as he writes. I have, all my 
life long, been lying till noon ; yet I tell all young 
men, and tdl them with great sincerity, that nobody 
who does not rise early will ever do any good. 
Only consider ! You read a book ; you ar(p con- 
vinced by it; you do not know the author.. Sup* 
pose you afterwards know him, and find that he 
*does not practise what he teaches ; are you ^o give 
up your former conviction ? At this rate you would 
be kept in a state of equilibrium, when reading 
every book, till you knew how the author prac- 
tised." — " But, said Lady M*Leod, you would 
think better of Dr. Cadc^gan, if he acted according 
to his principles."— Johnson. " Why, madam, to 

* This was a general refiection ag;ainst Dr. Cadogatij when his 
very popular book was first published. It was said, that whatever 
precqits he might give to others, be himself indulged freely in the 
bottle. But I have since had the pleasure of becoming acquainted 
with him, and, if his own testimony may be believed, (and 1 have 
never heard it impeached,) his course of life has baea confermabk l» 
hi^ doctrine. 
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be sme; a man who acts in the faoe of light, is worse 
than a man who does not know so much ; yet I 
think no man should be worse thought of for 
publishing good principles. There is something 
noble in publishing truth, though it condemns one's 
8elf&**— ^I expressed some surprize at Cadogan*8 re* 
commending good humour, as if it were quite in 
our own power to attain it.-^JoHNSONj " Why, sir, 
a man grows better humoured as he grows' olden 
He improves by experience^ When young, Ue 
thinks himself of great consequence, and every 
thing of importance. As he advances in life, he 
learns to think bitti^elf of no consequence, and lit* 
tie things of little importance ; and so he becomes 
more patietit, and better pleased. All good*»humour 
and complaisance are acquired. Naturally a child 
seizes directly what it sees, and thinks of pleasing it- 
self only. By degrees, it is taught to please others, 
and to prefer others ; and that this will ultimately 
produce the greatest happiness. If a man is not 
convinced of that, he never will practise it. Com- 
' mon language speaks the truth as to this : we say, 
a person is well bred. As it is said, that all mate- 
rial motion is primarily in a right line, and is never 
per circuiium^ neVer in another form, unless by some 
particular cause ; so it may be said intellectual mo* 
tion is." — Lady M^Leod asked, if no man was na* 
turally good ?^ — Johnson. '* No, madam, no more 
than a wolf.'* — Boswell. *• Nor no woman, sir ?" — 
Johnson. ** No, sir." — Lady M'Leod started at this, 
saying, in a low voice, '^ This is worse than Swift." 
M'Leod of Ulinish had come in the afternoon. 
We were a jovial company at supper. The Laird, 
sorrQunded by so many of his clan, was to me a 

P 
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pteasing sight. They listened with wonder tod 
pleasare, while Dr. Johnson harangued. I am vexed 
that I cannot take down hifi full i^train of eloquence. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15. 

The gentlemen of the clan went away early in 
the morning to the harbour of Lochbradale, to take 
leave of some of their friends who were going to 
America. It was a very wet day^ We looked at 
Rorie. More's horn, which is a large cow^s horn, 
with the mouth of it ornamented with silver curi- 
ously carved. It holds rather more than a bottle 
and a half. Every Laird of M^Leod, it is said, 
must, as a proof of his manhood, drink it off full of 
claret, withqiit laying it down. — From Rorie More 
many of the brahches of the family are descended ; 
111 particular, the Talisker branch ; so that his name 
IS much talked of. We also saw his bow, which 
hardly any man now can bend, and his Glaymore^ 
which was wielded with both hands^ and is of a 
prodigious size. We saw here some old pieces 
of iron armour, immensely heavy. The broad* 
sword now used, though called the Glaymore, (t. e. 
the great sword,) is much smaller than that used in 
Rorie More*8 time. There is hardly a target now to 
be found in the Highlands. After the disarming act, 
they made them serve as covers to their bntter-milk 
barrels ; a kind of change, like beating spears into 
pruning-hooks. 

Sir George Mackenzie's Works (the folio edition) 
happened to lie in a window in the dining room. I ask- 
edDr.Johnson tolookat the Characteres Aduocatorum* 
He allowed him power of mind, and that he under- 
stood very well what he tells ; but said, that there 
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wad too much dedamstiod, dnd that the Latin was 
not oori^t. He found fault with appropinquabant, 
in the character of Gilmour. I tried him with the 
opposition between gloria and pa/ma, in the compari* 
aon bttween Gilmour and Nisbet^ which Lord 
Hailes^ in his Catalogue of the Lords of Session^ 
thinks difficult to be understood. The words are^ 
*• penes ilium gloria, penes hunc palma.^-^In «" short 
Account of the Kirk of Scotland^ which I pub<* 
lished some years ago^ I applied these words to the 
two contending parties^ and explained them thus t 
^^ The popular party has mpst eloquence ; Dr. 
Rob6rt8on*« party most influence."-^! was very de^^ 
sirous to hear Dr. Johnson^s explication.— Johnsok» 
^^ I see no difficulty. Gilmour was admired for his 
parts; Nisbet carried his cause by his skill in law, 
Palma is victory." — I observed, that the character 
of Nicholson^ in this book resembled that of "Burke : 
for it is said^ in one place, ^\in amnes lusos &jocos 
se S€epe resolvebat * ; and, in another, *^ sed accipitris 
more e censpectii aliquando astantium sublimi se p9o*.ra* 
hens volatUy in pradam miro impetu descendebat^.** 
— nJoHNSON. ^ ^* No, sir ; I never heard Burke make 
a good joke in my life.'* — Boswell. "But, sir, you 
will allow he is a hawk." — Dr. Johnson, thinking 
that I meant this of his joking, said, " No, sir, he 
is not the hawk there. He is the beetle in the 
mire." — I still adhered to my metaphor, — " But he 
soars as the hawk."— Johnson. " Yes, sir ; but he 
catches nothing." — M'Leod asked, what is the par* 

* He often indulged himself in every species of pleasantry and wit. 

f But like the hawk, having soared with a lofty flight to a height 
which the eye could not reach, he was wont to swoop opoa his quarry 
with woDderfal impidity. 

p2 
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ticular e^^cellence of Burke's eloqueiice ?-— Jqhksoh; 
'^ Copiousness and fertility of allusion ; a power of 
diversifying his matter^ by placing it in various re- 
lations. Burke has great information/ and great 
command of language ; though, in my opinion^ it 

has not in every respect the highest elegance.** 

Bos WELL. ^^ Do you think^ sir^ that Burke has read 
Cicero much?" — Johnson. *^ I don*t believe it, 
sir. Burke has great knowledge, great fluency of 
words, and great promptness .of ideas, so that he 
can speak with great illustration on any subject that 
comes before him. He is neither like Cicero, nor 
like Demosthenes, nor like any one else^ but speaks 
as well as he can.** 

In the 65th page of the first volume of Sir George 
Mackenzie, Dr. Johnson pointed out a paragraph 
beginning with ^jlristotle, and told me there was an 
error in the text, which he bade me try to discover. 
I was lucky enough to hit it at once. As the pas- 
sage is printed, it is said that the devil answers even 
in engines. I corrected it to — ever in ^enigmas. 
*^ Sir, (said he,) you are a good critick. This 
would have been a great thing to do in the text of 
an ancient authour.** 

THURSDAY, SEPTRMBER l6. 

Last night much care was taken of Dr. John* 
son, who was still distressed by his cold. He had 
hitherto most strangely slept without a night-cap. 
Miss M'Leod made him a large flannel one, and he 
was prevailed with to drink a little brandy when he 
was going to bed. He has great virtue in not 
drinking wine or any fermented liquor, because, as 
he acknowledged to us^ he could not do it in 
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moderation. — ^Lady M'Leod would hardly believe 
liim^ and said, '^ I am sure, sir, you would not carry 
it too far,*' — Johnson. ** Nay, madam, it carried 
me. I took the opportunity of a long illness to 
leave it off. It was then prescribed to me not to 
drink wine; and, having broken off the habit, I 
have never returned to it." 

In the argument on Tuesday night, about natural 
goodness, Dr. Johnson denied that any child was bet- 
ter than another, but by difference of instruction ; 
though, in consequence of greater attention being 
paid to instruction by one child than another, and 
of a variety of imperceptible causes, such as in- 
struction being counteracted by servants, a notion 
was conceived, that of two children, equally well 
educated, one was naturally much worse than an^- 
otber. He owned, this morning, that one might 
have a greater aptitude to learn than another, and 
that we inherit dispositions from our parents. *^ I 
inherited, (said he,) a vile melancholy from my fa- 
ther, which has made me mad all my life, at least 
not sober.** — Lady M'Leod wondered he should tell 
this. — ^* Madam, (said I,) he knows that with that 
madness he is superior to other men.'* 

I have often been astonished with what exactness 
and perspicuity he will explain the process of any 
art. He this morning explained to us all the opera- 
tion of coining, and, at night, all the operation of 
brewing, so very clearly, that Mr. McQueen said, 
when he heard the first, he thought he had been 
bred in the Mint ; when he heard the second, that 
he had been bred a brewer. 

I was elated by the thought of having been able 
to entice such a man to this remote part of the 
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world. A ludicrous, yet just image presented itfldf 
to my mind, which I ea^pressed to the company* I 
eoropared myself to a dog who has got hold of a large 
pieoe of meat^ and runs away with it to a corner^ 
where he may devour it in peace, without any fear 
of others taking it from htm. ^' In London, Rey* 
nolds, Beauclerk, and all of them, are contending 
Mrho shall enjoy Dr. Johnson's conversation. We 
are feasting upon it, undisturbed, at Dunvegan." 

It was still a storm of wind and rain. Dr. John- 
son however walked out with M^Leod, and saw 
^orie More's cascade in full perfection. Colonel 
JM'Ifeod, instead of being all life and gaiety, as I 
^ve seen him, W:as at present grave, and somewhat 
iS^ressed by his anxious concern about M*Leod*8 
afllairs, and by finding some gentlemen <^ the clan by 
mo means disposed to act a gen^ous or affectionate 
!paft to thar Chief in his distress, but hargaiaii^ 
itvfth him as with a stranger. However, he was ag^ree^ 
able and polite,, and Dr. Johnson said, be was a veiy 
pleasing man.*— ^My fellow-traveller aiid I talk* 
ted of ^oing to Sweden ; and, while we were aetUing 
our plan, I expressed a pleasi^re in the prospect of 
seeing the king.-^JoHVSOK. *' I doubt, sir, if he 
would speak to us,*' — Colonel M'lieod said, ^' I 
am sure Mr* Boswell would speak to him.** But, 
aeeing me a little disconcerted by his remark, he po- 
Jitely added, " and with grejit propriety.*'— Heae 
let me offer a short defence of that propensity 
in my disposition^ to which this gentleman alluded, 
ft has procured me much happiness. I hope it does not 
deserve so hard a name as either forwardness or im- 
'pudenoe. If I know myself, it is nothing more than 
an eagerness to share the society of men distinguished 
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either by t^f^ rank or their talents^ ^ and a diligence 
to attaia what I desire* If a man is praised for seek- 
ing knowledge, tjbpugh moyintains and seas are in 
his way^ may he not be pardoned, whose ardour^ in 
the pursuit c^the same object^ leads him to encoun- 
ter difficulties as great, though of a different kind ? 

After the l^ies were gone from taUe, we talked 
of the Highlanders not having sheets ; and this led 
us to consider the advantage of wearing linen.— « 
JoHNsoK. '^ All animal substances are less cleanly 
than vegetable. Wool, of which flannel is made^ 
is an aninjal sijibstance ; flannel therefore i^ not so 
cleanly as linen. I remember I used to t^iink tar 
dirty ; but when I knew it to be only a preparation 
of the juice of the pine, I thought so no longer. It 
is nQt disagreeable to have the gum that oozes from 
a plum-tree u|)on your fingers, because it is vege* 
table ; but if you have any candle-grease^ any tallow 
upon your fingers, you are uneasy till you rub it 
offl — I haye often thought, that if I kept a se* 
jBglio, the ladies shQuld all wear linen gowns, — or 
cotton ; — I m/ean stuffs ipade of v^etable substances. 
i would have no silk ; you cannot tell when it is 
clean : It will be very nasty before it is perceived 
to be so. Linen detects it$ own dirtiness.*' 
" To hear the grave Dr. SamuelJohnson, ^' that ma- 
jestick teacher of moral and religious wisdom,'* while 
sitting solemn in an arm-chair in the Isle of Sky, 
talk, ex cathedra, of his keeping a seraglio, and ac- 
knowledge that the supposition had often been in his 
thoughts, struck me so forcibly with ludicrous con* 
trast, that I could not but laugh immoderately. He 
was too proud to submit, even for a moment, to be 
the object of ridicule, and instantly retaliated with 

6 
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such keen sarcastick wit^ and such a variety of de-i' 
grading images, of every one of which I was the 
object, that, though I can bear such attacks as well 
as most men, I yet found myself so much the sport 
of all the company, that I would gladly expunge 
from my mind every trace of this severe retort 

Talking of our friend Langton's house in Liin* 
tolnshire, he said, ^^ the old house of the family 
W£8 burnt A temporary building was erected in its 
room ; and to this day they have been always adding 
as the family increased. It is like a shirt made for 
a man when' he was a child, and enlarged always as 
he grows older.'* 

We talked to night of Luther^s allowing the 
Landgrave of Hesse two wives, and that it was with 
the consent oF the wife to whom he was first mar- 
ried, — Johnson. " There was no harm in this, so 
far as she was only concerned, because volenti nwijii 
irguria. But it was an oflfence against the general 
order of society, and against the law of the Gospel, 
by which one man and one woman are to be united. 
No man can have two wives, but by preventing 
somebody else from having one.'-' 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBBB 1 7. 

After dinner yesterday, we had a conversation' 
upon cunning. M^Leod said that he was not afraid 
of cunning people ; but would let them play their 
tricks about him like monkeys. ** But, (said I,) 
they'll scratch ;•' and Mr. M' Queen added, " they'll 
invent new tricks, as soon as you find out what they 
do." — Johnson. *^ Cunning has effect from the cre- 
dulity of others, rather than from the abilities of 
those who are cunning. It requires no extraordi* 
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nary talents to lie and deceive.*'^ — This led us td 

consider whether it did not require great abilities to be 

v«ry wicked.— Johnson. "It requires great j^bili|tie8 

to have the power of being very wicked; but not to 

be very wicked. A man who has the power, which 

great abilities procure him, may use it well or ill ; 

and it Tcqutres more abilities to use it welt, than 

to use it ill. Wickedness is always easier than vir-f 

tue ; for it takes the short cut to every thing. It is 

much easier to steal a hundred pounds, than to get 

it by labour, or any other way. Consider only what 

act of wickedness requires great abilities to commit 

it, when once the person who is to do it has the 

power ; for there is the distinction. It requires great 

abilities to conquer an army, but none to massacre 

k after it is conquered." 

The weather this day was rather better than any 
that we had since we came to Dunvegan, Mr. 
M'Queen had often mentioned a curious piece ot 
antiquity near this, which he called a temple of the 
Goddess Anaitis. Having often talked of going to 
see it, he and I set out after breakfast, attended by 
his servant, a fellow quite like a savage. I must 
observe here, that in Sky there seems to be much 
idleness ; for men and boys follow you, as colts foU 
fow passengers upon a road. The usual figure of 
a Sky-boy, is a lown with bare legs and feet, a 
dirty kiUi ragged coat and waistcoat, a bare head, 
and a stick in his hand, which, I suppose, is partly 
to help the lazy rogue to walk, partly to serve as a 
kind of a defensive weapon. We walked what is 
called two miles, but is probably four, from th6 
castle, till we came to the sacred place. The cou- ♦ 
try ground is a black dreary moor on all sides, ex- 



t]6 JOURNAL OF A TOUR ^ 

cept to the sea-coast, towards which there ia a - vie«# r ^ 
through a valley; and the farm of Say shews som^' ^ 
good land. The place itself is green ground, heiag 
|¥ell drained by means of a deep glen on each side, 
in both of which there runs a rivulet with a good 
i^uantity of wa^er, forming several cascades, which 
make a considerable appearance and sound. The 
firs.t thing we came to was an earthen mound, or 
dykfe, extending from the one precipice to the other. 
A little farther on was a strong stone-wall, not bigb^ 
but very thick, extending in the same manner. On 
the outside of it were the ruins of two houses^ one 
oil each $ide of the entry or gate to it. The wall is 
built all along of uncemented stones^ but of so 
^rge a size .as to make ^ very firm and durable ram-^ 
part. It has been built all about the consecrated 
grpu^id^ excctpt where the precipice i^ steep enough 
to form an inclosure of itself. The sacred spot con- 
tains more than two acres. There are within it the 
ruins of many houses, none of them laige^-ra cai^, 
rr-and m^qy graves marked by clusters of atones. 
Mr. McQueen insisted that the ruin qf a small build- 
ing, standing east and west^ was actually the temple 
of the Goddess Anaitis^ where her statue was 
kept, and from whence processions were fnade to 
wash it in one of the brooks. There is, it must be 
owned^ a hollow road, visible for a ^od way from 
the entrance ; but Mr. McQueen, with the keen 
eye of an antiquary, traced it much farther than I 
could' perceive it. There is not above a foot and a 
^alf in height of the walls now remaining ; and the 
whole extent of the building was never, I imagine, 
greater than an ordinary Highland house. Mr. 
McQueen has collected a great deal of learning on 
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%he sob^ect of the temple of Anaitis ; and I bad eni- 
' nkavoiiredv id my journal/ to state such particulars as 
snjgfat giViC some idea of it, wid of the surrounding 
toenery ; but from the great difficulty of describing 
visible objects, I found my account ao uosatisfactoy- 
tyy that my readers would probably have exclaimed 

** And write about it. Goddess, and about it 5** 

and therefore I have omitted it. 

When we got home, and were pgain at table with 
Pr. Johnson, we first talked of portraits. He agreed 
in thinking them valuable in families. I wished to 
know which he preferred, fine portraits, or those of 
which the merit is resemblance. — ^Johnson. •* Sir, 
their chief excellence is being like." — ^BoswelXi. 
** Are you of that opinion as to the portraits of ances- 
tors, whom one has never seen ?'* — ^Johnson. " It 
then becomes of more consequence that they .shpyld 
be like ; and I would have thom in the dress of th^ 
times, which makes a piece of history. 6ue should 
like to see how Rorie More looked. Truth, sir, is 
of the greatest value in these things." — ^Mr. 
McQueen observed, that if you think it of no con- 
sequence whether portraits are like, if they are but 
well panted, you may be indifferent whether a piece 
of history is true or not, if well told. 

Pr. Johnson said at breakfast to-day, *^ that it 
was but of late that historians bestowed pains ac^d 
attention in consulting records, to attain to accu- 
racy. Bacon, in writing his history of Henry VII. 
does not seem to have consulted any, but to have 
just taken what he found in other histories, and 
blended it with what he learnt by tradition.*' He 
.agreed with me that there should be a chronicle 
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kept in every, considerable family, to preserve tlie 
characters and transactionsof successive generations. 
After dinner I started the subject of the temple 
of Anaitis. Mr. McQueen had laid stress on 
the name given to the place by the country people, — 
jiinnit ; and added, ^^ I knew not what to make of 
this piece of antiquity, till I met with the ^;7af7f(&> 
deluhrum in Lydia, mentioned by Pausanias and the 
elder Pliny," — Dr. Johnson, with his usual acute- 
ness, examined Mr. M*Queen as to the meaning of 
the word jiinnit, in Erse ; and it proved to be a 
,water*place, or a place near water, " which, said Mr. 
M*Queen, agrees with all the descriptions of the 
temples of that goddess, which were situated near 
Tivers, that there might be water to wash the statue/' 
—Johnson. •^ Nay, sir, the argument from the name 
is gone. The name is exhausted by what we see. 
We have no occasion to go to a distance for what 
we can pick up under our feet. Had it been an 
accidental name, the similarity between it and 
Anaitis might have had something in it; but it turns 
out to be a mere physiological name." — ^Macleod 
said, Mr. McQueen's knowledge of etymology had 
destroyed his conjecture.*— Johnson. *^ Yes, sir; 
Mr. McQueen is like the eagle mentioned by Waller, 
who was shot with an arrow feather'd from his own 
wing." — ^Mr. McQueen would not, however, give 
up his conjecture. — Johnson. " You have one pos- 
sibility for you, and all possibilities against you. It 
is possible it may be the temple of Anaitis. But it 
is also possible that it may be a fortification ;-^— or 
it may be a place of Christian worship, as the first 
Christians often chose remote and wild places, to 
make an impression on the mind : or^ if it was n 
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lieathen temple, it may have been built netfr a iirer, 
for the purpose of lustration ; and there is such a 
multitude of divinities^ to whom it may have been 
dedicated, that the chance of its being a temple of 
Ancdtis is. hardly any thing. It is like throwing a 
grain of sand upon the sea-shore to-day, and think* 
ing you may find it to-morrow* No, sir, this tern* 
pie, like many an ill-built edifice, tumbles down 
before it is roofed in." — In his triumph over the 
reverend antiquarian, he indulged himself in a con* 
ceit ; for, some vestige of the altar of the goddess 
being much insisted on in support of the hypothesis^ 
he said, *' Mr. McQueen is fighting pro aris etfocisi* 
It was wonderful how well time passed in a remote 
castle^ and in dreary weather. After supper, we 
talked of Pennant. It was objected that he was su- 
perficial. Dr. Johnson defended him warmly. He 
-said^, ^^ Pennant has greater variety of enquiry than 
almost any man, and has told us more than perhaps 
one in ten thousand could have done, in the time 
that he took. He has not said what he was to tell ; 
so you cannot find fault with him, for what he has 
not told. If a man^ comes to look for fishes, you 
cannot blame him if he does not attend to fowls.*'*— 
^* But, said Colonel M^Leod, he mentions the un-^ 
reasonable rise of rents in the Highlands, and says, 
^ the gentlemen are for emptying the bag, without 
^ filling it ;' for that is the phrase he uses. Why 
does he not tell how to fill it ?" — Johnson. " Sir, 
there is no end of negative criticism. He tells what 
he observes, and as much as he diooses. If he tells 
what is not true, you may find fault with him ; but, 
though he tells that the land is not well cultivated| 
be is not obliged to tell how it may be well culti^ 
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vated. If I tell that many of the Highhndera go 
bare-footedy I am not obliged to tell how they may 
get shoes. Pennant tells a fact He need go no 
farther^ except he pleases. He exhausts nothing ; 
and no subject whatever has yet been exhausted. But 
Pennant has surely told a great deal Here is a man 
aix feet high, and you are angfy because he is not 
aeven/J — Notwithstanding this eloquent Oratio prp 
Pennantio, which they who have read this gentle- 
man*s Tburs^ and recollect the Savage and the Shop* 
keeper at Monboddoy will probably impute to the 
spirit of contradiction^ I still think that he had bet** 
ter have given more attention to fewer things, than 
have thrown together such a number of imperfect 
accounts. 

SATURDAY, SBPTBMBBR 18. 

Before breakfast, Dr. Johnson came up to my 
room, to forbid me to mention that this was his 
birth-day; but I told him I had done it already; 
at which he was displeased ; I suppose from wishing 
to have nothing particular done on his account.. 
' Lady M^Leod and I got into a warm dispute. She 
wanted to build a house upon a farm which she has 
taken, about five miles from the castle, and to make 
gardens and other ornaments there ; all of which I 
approved of; but insisted that the seat of the family 
should always be upon the rock of Dunvegan.— ^ 
JoRN80K.^< Ay, in time weMl build all round this 
rock. You may make a very good house at the 
farm ; but it must not be such as to tempt the Laird 
of M'Leod to go thither to reside. Mo0t of the 
great families of England have a secondary rest* 
dence, which is called a joiiiture4iouse : let the new 
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htMse be of that kind." — ^Thelady insisted that the 
rock was very inootivenient ; that there was no place 
Aear it where a good garden coaM be made ; that 
it must always be a rude place ; that it was a Uercum 
lean labour to mak6 a dinner here.-^I was rex^d to^ 
find the alloy of modern refinement in a lady who 
had so much old family spirit. — *^ Madant^ (said I^) 
if OHce you quit this rock, there is no knowing 
where you may settle. You move five miles first } 
— then to St. Andrews^ as the late Laird did;— ^ 
then to Edinburgh ;-— and so on tHl you end at 
Hampstead, or in France. No, no ; keep to the 
rock : it is the very jewel of the estate. It looks 
as if it had been let down from heaven by the fouf 
comers, to be the residence of a Chief. Have all 
the comforts and conveniencies of life upon it, but 

never leave Rorie More's cascade.'* " But, (said 

lihe,) is it hot enough if we keep it ? Must we never 
liave more convenience than Rorie More had? 
he had his be^f brought to dinner in one basket, and 
his bread in another. Why not as well be Rorie 
More all o\ity as live upon his rock ? And should 
not we tife, in lobking perpetually on thid rock ? It 
18 very well for you, who have a fine place, and every 
thing easy, to talk thus, and think of chaining ho- 
nest folks to a rock. . You would not live upon it 
yourself." — •* Yes, madam, (said I,) I would live 
upon it, w^re I Laird of M'Leod, and should be 
linhappy if I were not upon it." — Johnson, (with 
i| strong voice, and most determined manner,) 
*^ Madam, rather than quit the old rock, Boswell 
would live in the pit ; he would make hi^ bed iti 
the dungeon." — I felt a degree of elation, at find- 
ing hiy resolute feudal enthusiasm thus confirmed 
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by such a sanction. The lady was pozzled a littie/ 
She still returned to her pretty farm,— —-rich ground, 

—fine garden. "Madam, (said Dr, Johnson,} 

w^re they in Asia, I would not leave the rock-"— • 
My opinion on this subject is still the same. An 
ancient family residence ought to be a primary ob- 
ject ; and though the situation of Dunvegan be sucb 
that little can be done here in gardening, or pleasure- 
ground^ yet, in addition to the veneration required 
by the lapse of time, it has many circumstances of 
natural grandeur, suited to the seat of a Highland 
Chief: it has the sea, — islands,— crocks, — hills, — ^ 
a noble cascade ; and when the family is again in 
opulence, something may be done by art." 

Mr. Donald M* Queen went away to-dajr, in or- 
der to preach at Bracadale next day. We were so 
comfortably situated at Dunvegan, that Dr. John* 
son could hardly be moved from it. I proposed* to 
him that we should leave it on Monday. " No,, siry 
(said he,) I will not go before Wednesday. I will 
have some more of this good." — ^However, as the 
weather was at this season so bad, and so very un- 
certain, and we had a great deal to do yet, Mr. 
McQueen and I prevailed with him to agree to set 
out on Monday, if the day should be good. Mr. 
McQueen though it was inconvenient for him to 
be absent from his harvest, engaged to wait on Mon-* 
day at Ulinish for us. When he was going away, 
Dr. Johnson said, *^ I shall ever retain a great re- 
gard for you ; then asked him if he had the Ram- 
bler. — Mr, M* Queen said, '^ No ; but my brother 
has it." — ^Johnson. ** Have you the Idler ?"— 
M'QuEEN. •* No, sir.?'— Johnson. ^' Then I will 
order one for you at Edinburgh, which you wUl 
keep in remembrance of me.'* — ^Mr. M' Queen was 
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much pleasied with this. He expressed to me, in 
the ^strongest terms, his admiration of Dr. Johnson's 
wonderful knowledge, and every other quality for 
which he is distinguished. I asked Mr, M'Queen, if 
he was satisfied with being a minister in Sky. He said 
he was ; but he owi>ed that his forefathers having 
been so long there, and his having been born there, 
made a chief ingredient in forming his contentment. 
I should have mentioned, that on bur left hand, be- 
tween Portree and Dr. Macleod's house, Mr. 
McQueen told me there had been a college of the 
Knights Templars ; that tradition said so ; and that 
there was a ruin remaining of their church, which 
had been burnt : but I confess Dr. Johnson has 
weakened my belief in remote tradition. In the dis- 
pute about Anaitis^ Mr. McQueen said, Asia Minor 
was peopled by Scythians, arid, as they were the 
ancestors of the Celts, the same religion might be 
in Asia Minor and Sky. — Johnson. ** Alas ! sir, 
what can a nation that has not letters tell of its ori- 
ginal. I have always difficulty to be patient when 
I hear authors gravely quoted, as giving accounts 
of savage nations, which accounts they had from 
the savages themselves. What can the APCraas 
tell about themselves a thousand years ago } There 
is no tracing the connection of ancient nations, but 
by language; and therefore I am always sorry when 
any language is lost, because languages are the pe- 
digree of nations. If you find the same language 
in distant countries, you may be sure that the inha* 
bitants of each have been the same people ; that is 
to say, if you find the languages a good deal the 
same ; for a word here and there being the same, 
will not do. Thus Butler, in his Hudibras, remem* 

Q 
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bering that Penguin, in the Straits of Magellan, 
signifies a bird with a white head, and that the s^me 
word has, in Wales, the signification of a white- 
headed wench, (pen head, and guin white,) by way 
of ridicule, concludes that the people of those 
Straits are Welsh." 

A young gentleman of the name of M'Lean, 
nephew to the Laird of the isle of Muck, came 
this morning ; and, just as we sat down to dinner, 
came the Laird of the isle of Muck himself, bis 
lady, sister to Talisker, two other ladies their rela- 
tions, and a daughter of the late M^Leod of 
Hamer, who wrote a treatise on the second sight, 
nnder the designation of ThbophIlus Insulanus. 
It was somewhat droll to hear this Laird called by his 
title. Muck would have sounded ill ; so he was 
called Isle of Mud, which went off with great rea- 
diness. The name, as now written, is unseemly, 
but it is not so bad in the original Erse, which is 
Mouach, signifying the Sows* Island. Buchanan 
calls it Insula Porcorum. It is so called from its 
form. Some call it Isle of Monk. The Laird 
insists that this is the proper name. It was for- 
merly church-land belonging to Icolmkill, and a 
hermit lived in it. It is two miles long, and about 
three quarters of a mile broad. The Laird said, 
he had seven score of souls upon it. Last year he 
had eighty persons inoculated, mostly children, but 
some of them eighteen years of age. He agreed 
with the surgeon to come and do it, at half a crown 
a head.— It is very fertile in corn, of which ihey 
export some ; and its coasts abound in fish. A 
taylor comes there six times in a year. They get a 
good blacksmith from the isle of Egg. 
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SUKHAT, 8BPTEMBBR l^. 

It was rather worse weather than any that we 
had yet. At breakfast Dr. Johnson said, ^^ Some 
cunning men ehoose fools for their wives, thinking 
to manage them, but they always fail. There is a 
spaniel fool and a mule fool. The spaniel fool may 
be made to do by beating. The mule fool will 
neither do by words nor blows ; and the spaniel fool 
often turns mule at last : and suppose a fool to be 
made do pretty well, you must have the continual 
trouble of making her do. Depend upon it, no 
woman is the worse for sense and knowledge."-*- 
Whether afterwards he meant merely to say a polite 
thing, or to give his opinion, I could not be sure ; 
but he added, '^ Men know that women are an 
over-match for them, and therefore they choose the 
weakest or most ignorant. If they did not think so, 
they never could be afraid of women knowing 
as much as themselves."' — ^In justice to the sex, I 
think it but candid to acknowledge, that, in a sub- 
sequent conversation, he told me that he was se- 
rious in what he had said. 

He came to my room this morning before 
breakfast, to read my Journal, which he has done 
all along. He often before said, ^' I take great 
delight in reading it." To-day he said, " You 
improve : it grows better and better.*'— 7I observed, 
there was a danger of my getting a habit of writing 
in a slovenly manner,—"- Sir, said he, it is not 
written in a slovenly manner. It might be printed, 
were the subject fit for printing*." — ^While Mr. 

* As I have faithfully recorde^ so many minate particulars, I 
hope I shall be pardoned for inserting so flattering an tneomium on 
what is now offered to the puUick. 

Oil 9 
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Beaton preached to us in the dining-room. Dr. 
Johnson sat in his own room where I saw lying 
before him a volume of Lord Bacon*s works, the 
Drcay op Caristian Piety, Monboddo's Origin 
OP Language, and Sterne's Sermons. — ^He asked me 
to-day how it happened that we were so^ittle toge- 
ther : I told him, my Journal took np much time 
Yet, on reflection, it appeared strange to me, that 
although I would run from one end of London to 
another to pass an hour with him, I should omit 
to seize any spare time to be in his company, when 
I am settled in the same house with him. But my 
Journal is really a task of much time and labour, 
and he forbids me to contract it. 

I omitted to mention, in its place, that Dr. 
Johnson told Mr. McQueen that he had found the 
belief of the second sight universal in Sky, except 
among the clergy, who seemed determined against 
it. I took the liberty to observe to Mr. McQueen, 
that the clergy were actuated by a kind of vanity. 
** The world, (say they,) takes us to be credulous 
men in a remote corner. We'll shew them that 
we are more enlightened than they think." The 
worthy man said, that his disbelief of it was from his 
not finding suflicient evidence ; but I could perceive 
that he was prejudiced against it. 

After dinner to-day, we talked of the extraordi- 
nary fact of Lady Grange's being sent to St. Kilda, 
and confined there for several years, without any 
means of relief*. Dr. Johnson said, if M'Leod 

• The true story of this lady, which happened in this centoiT» 
Is as frightfully romantick as if it had been the fiction of a gloomy 
fancy. She was the wife of one of the Lords of Session in Scotland, 
a man of the very first blood of his country. For some jnystenows 
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would let it be known that he had such a place for 
naughty ladies, he might make it a. very profitable 
island. — ^We had, in the course of our tour, heard 
of St. Kilda poetry. Dr. Johnson observed, *^ it 
must be very poor, because they have very few 
images." — Boswjsll. '• There may . be a poetical 
genius shewn in combining these, and in making 
poetry of them.** — Johnson. ^* Sir, a man cannot 
make fire but in proportion as he has fviel. He 
cannot coin guineas but in proportion 93 he has 
gold." — ^At tea he talked of his- intending to go to 

• 

reasons, which have never been discovered, she was seized and car- 
Titd off in the dark, she knew not by whom, and by nightly jour- 
nies was conveyed to the Highland shores, from whence she was 
transported by sea to the remote rock of St. Kilda, where she re- 
mained, amongst its few wild inhabitants, a forlorn prisoner, but 
had a constant supply of provisions, and a woman to wait on her. 
^o inquiry was made after her, till she at last found means to convey 
a letter to a confidential friend, by the daughter of a Catechist, who 
concealed it in a clue of yam. Information being thus obtained at 
Edinburgh, a ship was sent to bring her off; but intelligence of this 
being received, she was conveyed to M'Leod's island of Henries, 
vrher^ she died. ^ 

In Carstarb8*s State Papers we find an authentick narrative of 
Connor^ a catholick priest, who turned protestant, being seized by 
some of Lord Seaforth's people, and detained prisoner ^in the island 
jof Herrics several years; he was fed with bread and water, and 
lodged in a house where he was exposed to the rains and cold. Sir 
James Ogilvy writes, (June 18, 1667,) that the Lord Chancellor, 
the Lord Advocate, and himself, were to meet next day, to take ef- 
fectual methods to have this redressed. Connor was then still detained* 
p. 310. — ^This shews what private oppression might in the last cen- 
tury be practised in the Hebrides. 

In the same collection, the Earl of Argyle gives a picturesque 
account of an embassy from the great M'Neil qfBarra, as that insular 
Chief used to be denominated.-—" I received a letter yesterday from 
M'Neil of Barra, who lives very far off, sent by a gentleman in all 
formality, offering his service, which had made you laugh to see 
his entry. His style of his letter runs as if he were of another king* 
iom."— P. 643, 
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Italy in 1775* M'Leod said^ he would like Fkris bet- 
ter. — Johnson. *^ No, sir ; there are none of the 
French literati now alive, to visit whom I would 
cross a sea. I can find in BufFon*s book all that he 
can say*/* 

After supper he said, ^' I am sorry that prize- 
fighting is gone out ; every art should be preserved, 
and the art of defence is surely important. It is 
absurd that our soldiers should have swords, and 
not be taught the use of them. Prize-fighting 
made people accustomed not to be alarmed at 
seeing their own blood, or feeling a little pain from 
a wound. I think the heavy glaymore was an 
ill-contrived weapon. A man could only strike 
once with it. It employed both his hands, and he 
must of course be soon fatigued with wielding it ; 
so that if his antagonist could only keep playing a 
while, he was sure of him. I would fight with a 
dirk against Rorie More*s sword. I could ward off 
a blow with a dirk, and then run in upon my 
enemy. When within that heavy sword, I have 
him ; he is quite helpless, and I could stab him at 
my leisure, like a calf. — It is thought by sensible 
military men, that the English do not enough avail 
themselves of their superior strength of body against 
the French ; for that must always have a great ad- 
vantage in pushing with bayonets. I have heard 
an officer say, that if women could be made to 
stand, they would do as well as men in a mere in- 

* I doubt the justice of my fellow-travelIer*8 remark concemiog 
the Freoch literati, many of whom, I am told, have coDsiderabU 
merit in conyersation, as well as in their writings. That of Mon- 
iieur de Buffon, in particular^ I am well assured^ ia highly instrucciT« 
and entertaining* 

6 
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tercbange of bullets from a distance : but^ if a body 
of men should come close up to them, then to be 
sure they must be overcome ; now, (said he,) in the 
same manner the weaker-bodied French must, be 
overcome by our strong soldiers." 

The subject of duelling was introduced.-r-^ 
JoHHSON. *^ There is no case in England where one 
or other of the combatants must die : if you have 
overcome your adversary by disarming him, that is 
sufficient, though you should not kill him ; your 
honour, or the honour of your family, is restored, 
as much as it can be by a duel. It is cowardly to 
force your antagonist to renew the combat, when 
you know that you have the advantage of him by 
superior skill. You might just as well go and cut 
his throat while he is asleep in his bed. When a 
duel begins, it is supposed there may be an equa- 
lity ; because it is not always skill that prevails. It 
depends much on presence of mind ; nay on acci- 
dents. The wind may be in a man's face. He 
may fall. Many such things may decide the supe* 
riority. — ^A man is sufficiently punished, by being 
called out, and subjected to the risk that is in a 
duel.'* — But on my suggesting that the injured 
person is equally subjected to risk, he fairly owned 
he could not explain the rationality of duelling.* 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20. 

When I awaked, the storrti was higher still. It 
abated about nine, and the sun shone ; but it rained 
again very soon, and it was not a day for travelling. 
At breakfast. Dr. Johnson told us, " there was 
once a pretty good tavern in Catherine-street in the 

* [See the life of Johnson^ vol. iv. p. 2SS, 5th edit.] 
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Strand, where very good company met in an even- 
ing, and ,each man called for his own half-pint o 
wine, or gill, if he pleased ; they were frugal men, 
and nobody paid but for what he himself drank. 
The house furnished no supper ; but a woman at- 
tended with mutton-pies, which any body might 
purchase. I was introduced to this company by 
Gumming the Quaker, and used to go there some- 
times when I drank wine. In the last age, when 
my mother lived in London, there were two sets^f 
people, those who gave the wall, and those who 
took it; the peaceable and the quarrelsome. When 
I returned to Lichfield, after having been in Lon- 
don, my mother asked me whether I was one of 
those who gave the wall, or those who took it. 
Now, it is fixed that every man keeps to the right ; 
or, if one is taking the wall, another yields it, and 
it is never a dispute." — He was very severe on a 
lady, whose name was mentioned. He said, he 
would have sent her to St. Kilda. That she was as 
bad as negative badness could be, and stood in the 
way of what was good : that insipid beauty would 
Tiot go a great way ; and that such a woman might be 
cut out of a cabbage, if there was a skilful artificer. 
M'Leod was too late in coming to breakfast. 
Dr. Johnson said, laziness was worse than the tooth- 
ach. — BoswELL. " I cannot agree with you, sir; a 
bason of cold water, or a horse whip will cure 
laziness.*' — Jonnson. '* No, sir, it will only put off 
the fit ; it will not cure the disease. I have been 
trying to cure my laziness all my life, and could 
^ot do it." — BoswELL. " But if a man does in a 
shorter time what might be the labour of a life, 
there is nothing to be said against him." — Johnson*. 



TO THE HEBRIDES. 933 

(perceiving at once that I alluded to bim and his 
Dictionary). ** Suppose that flattery to be true, the 
consequence would be, that the world would have 
no right to censure a man ; but that will not justify 
him to himself/* 

After breakfast, he said to me, ** A Highland 
Chief should now endeavour to do every thing to 
raise his rents, by means of the industry of his 
people. Formerly, it was right for him to have 
his house full of idle fellows ; they were his de- 
fenders, his servants, his dependants, his friends* 
Now they may be better employed. The system of 
things is now so much altered, that the family 
cannot have influence but by riches, because it has 
no longer the power of ancient feudal times. An 
individual of a i^mily may have it ; but it cannot 
now belong to a family, unless you could have a 
perpetuity of men with the same views. M*Leod 
has four times the land that the Duke of Bedford 
has. I think, with his spirit, he may in time make 
himself the greatest man in the King's dominions ; 
for land may always be improved to a certain degree, 
I would never have any man sell land, to throvr 
money into the funds, as is often done, or to try 
any other species of trade. Depend upon it, this 
rage of trade will destroy itself. You and I shall 
not see it ; but the time will come when there will 
be an end of it. Trade is like gaming. If a whole 
company are gamesters, play must cease ; for there 
is nothing to be won. When all nations are traders, 
there is nothing to be gained by trade, and it will 
stop first where it is brought to the greatest perfect 
tion. Then the proprietors of land only will be the 
great men." — I observed, it was hard that M'Leod 
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should find ingratitude in so many of his people." — 
Johnson. ^^. Sir, gratitude is a fruit of great cultiva- 
tion ; you do not find it among gross people.**-*-! 
doubt of this. Nature seems to have implanted 
gratitude in all living creatures. The lion, men-- 
tioned by Aulus Gellius^ had it *. It appears to 
me that culture, which brings luxury and selfishness 
with it, has a tendency rather to weaken than pro* 
mote this affection. 

Dr. Johnson said this morning, when talking of 
our setting out, that he was in the atate in which 
!Lord Bacon represents kings. He desired the end» 
but did not like the means. He wished much to 
get home, but was unwilling to travel in Sky.-— ^ 
'^ You are like kings too in this, sir, (said I,) that 
you must act under the direction of others.** 

TUESDAY, SEPT^MBSa 21* 

The uncertainty of our present situation having 
prevented me from receiving any letters from home 
for some time> I could not help being uneasy. Dr. 
Johnson had an advantage over me, in this respect^ 
he having no wife or child to occasion anxious ap- 
prehensions in h}!i mind.^— It was a good morning ; 
so we resolved to set out But, before quitting this 
castle, where we have been so well entertained^ let 
me give a short description of it. 

Along the edge of the rock, there are the re- 
mains of a wall, which is now covered with ivy. 
A square court is formed by buildings of different 
ages, particularly some towers, s^d to be of great 
antiquity ; and at one place there is a row of false 

« 

* Aul. Gellius, Lib. ▼• c 3Ut. 
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cannon of stone. There is a very large unfinished 
pile^ four stories high^ which we were told was 
here when Leod, the first of this family, came from 
the Isle of Man, married the heiress of the M^Crails, 
the ancient possessors of Dunvegan, and afterwards 
acquired by conquest as much land as he had got 
by marriage. He surpassed the house of Austria; 
for he was felix both bella gerere et ntdbere. John 
Breck M^Leod, the grandfather of the late laird, 
b^an to repair the castle, or rather to complete 
it : but he did not live to finish his undertaking. 
Not doubting, however, that he should do it, he, 
like those who have had their epitaphs written be- 
fore they died, ordered the following nnscription, 
composed by the minister of the parish, to be cut 
upon a broad stone above one of the lower windows, 
where it still remains to celebrate what was not done, 
and to serve as a memento of the uncertainty of 
life, and the presumption of man : 

^^ Joannes Madeod Beganoduni Dominus gentia 
suae Philarchus, Durinesiae Haraiae Vaternesias, &c : 
fiaro D. Floras Macdonald matrimoniali vinculo 
conjugatus turrem banc Beganodunensem proavorum 
habitaculum longe vetustissimum diu penitus labe* 
fectatam Anno aerae vulgaris MDCLXXXVI in« 
stauravit. 

'' Ctuem stabilire juvat proavoram tecta vetusta^ 
^' Omne scelus fugiat, justitiamque colat. 
'^ Vertit in aerias torres roagalia virtus^ 
^* Inque casaa humiles tecta superba nefas." 

M'Leod and Talisker accompanied us. We 
passed by the parish church of DurinUh. The 
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church-yard is not inclosed, bi\t a pretty murmur- 
ing brook runs along one side of it. In it is a py* 
ramid erected to the memory of Thomas XxJrd 
Lovat, by his son Lord Simon, who suffered -on 
Tower-liill. It is of free-stone, and, I suppose^ 
about thirty feet high. There is an inscription on a 
piece of white marble inserted in it, which I suspect 
to have been the composition of Lord Lovat him- 
self^ being much in his pompous style : 

• 

^^ This pyramid was erected by Simon Lord 
FaASEa of Lovat, in honour of Lord Thomas his 
Father, a Peer of Scotland, and Chief of the great 
and ancient Clan of the Fbasers. Being attacked 
for his birthright by the family of Atholl, then in 
power and favour with King William, yet, by the 
valour and fidelity of his clan, and the assistance of 
Ihe Campbells, the old friends and allies of i his 
family, he defended his birthright with such grtjat- 
ness and fcrmety of soul, and such valour and acti- 
vity, that he was an honour to his name, and a gOod 
pattern to all brave Chiefs of clans. He died in the 
month of May, 1699, in the 63d year of" his age, 
in Dunvegan, the house of the Laird of Mac Lbod, 
whose sister he had m.nrried : by whom he had the 
above Simox Lord Fraser, and several other 
children. And, for the great love he bore to the 
family of Mac Leod, he desired to be buried near 
his wife's relations, in the place where two of her 
uncles lay. And his son Lord Simon, to shew to 
posterity his great affection for his mother's kindred, 
the brave Mac Leods, chooses rather to leave his 
father's bones with them, than carry tHem to his 
own burial place, near Lovat." 

3 
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I have preserved this inscription, though of no 
^eat value, 'thinking it chdracteristical of a man 
who has made some noise in the \vorld. Dr. John, 
son said, it was poor stuff, such as Lord Lovat*s 
butler mightr have written. 

I observed, in this church-yard, a parcel of people 
assembled at a funeral, before the grave was dug. 
The coffin, with the corpse in it, was placed on 
the ground, while the people alternately assisted in 
making a grave. One man, at a little distance, 
was .busy cutting a long turf for it, with the crooked 
spade. which is used in Sky ; a very aukward instru- 
nient^ The iron part of it is like a plough- coulter. 
It has a rude tree for a handle, in which a woodea 
pin is placed for the foot to press upon. A tra* 
veller might, without further enquiry, haveset this 
down as the mode of burying in Sky. I was told, 
however, that the usual way is to have a grave pre- 
viously dug. 

I observed to-day, that the common way of car- 
rying home their grain here is in loads on horse- 
back. They have also a few sleds, or cars, as we 
call them in Ayrshire, clumsily made, and rarely 
used. 

We got to Ulinish about six o'clock, and found 
a very good farm-house, of two stories. Mr. 
M*Leod of Ulinish, the sheriff-substitute of the 
island, was a plain honest gentleman, a good deal 
like an English Justice of peace ; not much given 
to talk^ but sufficiently sagacious^ and somewhat 
drolL His daughter, though she was never out of 
Sty, was a very well-bred woman. — Our reverend 
friend, Mr. Donald McQueen, kept his appoint- 
ment, and met us here. 
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Talking of Phipps*s voyage to the North Pole^ 
Dr. Johnson observed, that it ^' was conjectured 
that our former navigators have kept too near land, 
and so have found the sea frozen far north, because 
the land hinders the free motion of the tide ; but, 
in the wide ocean, where the waves tumble at their 
full convenience, it is imagined that the frost does 
not take effect.'* 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER t2. 

In the morning I walked out, and saw a ship, 
the Margaret of Clyde, pass by with a number of 
emigrants on board. It was a melancholy sighL^-^ 
After breakfast, we went to see what was called a 
subterraneous house, about a mile off. It was upon 
the side of a rising ground. It was discovered by a 
fox's having taken up his abode in it, and in dia* 
sing him, they dug into it. It was vefy narrow and 
low, and seemed about forty feet in length. Near 
it, we found the foundations of several small huts, 
built of stone. — Mr. M*Queen, who is always for 
making every thing as ancient as possible, boasted 
that it was the dwelling of some of the first inha* 
bitants of the island, and observed, what a curiosity 
it was to find here a specimen of the houses of the 
jiboriginesy which he believed could be found no 
where else; and it was plain that they lived without 
lire, — ^Dr. Johnson remarked, that they who made 
this were not in the rudest state ; for that it was 
more difficult to make it than - to build a house ; 
therefore certainly those who made it were in pos- 
session of houses, and had this only as a hiding- 
place. — It appeared to me, that the vestiges of 
houses, just by it, confirmed Dr. Johnson's opi« 
nion. 
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From an old tower, near this place^ is an exten-- 
sive view of Loch-Braccadil, and, at a distance, of 
the isles of Barra and South Uist ; and on the land- 
side, the Cuillinj a prodigious range of mountains^ 
capped with rocky pinnacles in a strange variety of 
shapes. The^^ resemble the mountains near Cort6 
in Corsica, of which there is a very good print. 
They make part of a great range for deer, which, 
though entirely devoid of trees, is in these countries 
called 2LforesU 

In the afternoon, Ulinish carried us in his boat 
to an island possessed by him, where we saw an im-^ 
mense cave, much more deserving the title of antrum 
immane than that of the Sybil described by Virgil^ 
which I likewise have visited. It is one hundred 
and eighty feet long, about thirty feet broad, and 
at least thirty feet high. This cave, we were told, 
had a remarkable echo ; but we found none. They 
said it was owing to the great rains having made it 
damp. Such are the excuses by which the exag- 
geration of Highland narratives is palliated;—* 
There is a plentiful garden at Ulinish, (a great nu 
rity in Sky,) and several trees ; and near the house 
is a hill, which has an Erse name, signifying, '^ the 
kill of strife^* where, Mr. McQueen informed us, 
justice was of old administered. It is like the mom 
placiti of Scone, or those hills which are called laws, 
such as Kelly law, North^Berwick law, and several 
others. It is singular that this spot should happen 
now to be the sheriflTs residence. 

We had a very cheerful evening, and Dr. John- 
son talked a good deal on the subject of literature. 
— Speaking of the noble family of Boyle, he said, 
that all the Lords Orrery, till the present, had been 
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writers. The first wrot/e several plays ; the second 
ii'as Bentley's antagonist ; the third wrote the Life 
of Swift, and several other things; his son Hamil- 
ton wrote some papers in the Adventurer and fforUL 
He told us^ he was well acquainted with Swift*5 
Lord Orrery. He said, he was a feeble-minded 
man ; that, on the publication of Dr. Delany^s 
Remarks on his book^ he was so much alarmed that 
he was afraid to read them. Dr. Johnson com* 
forted him, by telling him th^y were both in the 
right ; that Delany had seen most of the good side 
of Swift, — Lord Orrery most of the bad. — M'Leod 
asked, if it was not wrong in Orrery to expose the 
defects of a man with whom he lived in intimacy. 
—Johnson. ** Why no, sir, after the man is dead ; 
for then it is done historically.'* He added, '^ If 
Lord Orrery had been rich, he would have been a 
very liberal patron. His conversation was like his 
writing, neat and elegant, but without strength. 
He grasped at more than his abilities could reach ; 
tried to pass for a better talker, a better writer^ and 
a better thinker than he was. There was a quarrel 
between him and his father, in which his father 
was to blame ; because it arose from the son*s not 
allowing his wife to keep company with his father's 
mistress. The^ old lord shewed his resentment in 
his will, — ^leaving his library from his son; and 
assigning, as his reason, that he could not make use 
of it." 

I mentioned the affectation of Orrery, in ending 
all his letters on the Life of Swift in studied va- 
rieties of phrase, and never in the common mode of 
** / am^** &c. an observation which I remember to 
have been made several years ago by old Mr. Shen« 
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data. This species of affectation in writing, as a 
foreign lady of distinguished talents once remarked 
to me, is almost peculiar to the English. I took up 
a volume of Drjden, containing the CoNavasT ^p 
Gkanaba, and several other plays, of which all the 
dedications had such studied conclusions. Dr. 
Johnson said^ such conclusions were more elegant^ 
and, in addressing persons of high rank, (as when 
Dryden dedicated to the Duke of York,) they were 
likewise more respectful. I agreed that Mere it 
Was much better : it was making his escape from 
the Koyal presence with a genteel sudden timidity^ 
in place of having the resolution to stand still, and 
make a formal bow. 

Lord Orrery's unkind treatment of bis sdn in bia 
will, led us to talk of the dispositions a man should 
have when dying. I said, I did not see why a mat! 
should act differently with respect to those of whom 
bethought ill. when in health, merely because ha 
was dying.— JoHHSON. *' I should not scruple to speak 
against a party, when dying ; but should not do it 
against an individual. — 'It is told of Sintus Quintu9> 
that on his death-bed, in the intervals of his last 
pangs, he signed death'^warrants."«-Mr. McQueen 
said, he should not do so; he would ha^e more 
tenderness of heart. — Johnsok. <^ I believe I should 
not either. ; but Mr. McQueen and I are cowards^ 
It would not be from tenderness of heart ; for the 
heart is as tender when a man is in health as when 
he is sick, though his resolution may be stronger. 
Sixtus Quintus was a sovereign as well as a priest ; 
and, if the criminals deserved death, be tiras doing 
his duty to the last. You would not think a judge 
died ill, who should be carried off by an apoplecttok 

R 



%4f JOURNAL OP A TOUK 

fit while jproaouncing aentence of desfch. Gonsider 
^ class, of men whose business it is to distribute 
<leath cr— doldiers, who die aoattering ballets.-7-*-No« 
h^ji thinks they die ill on that account'* . 
' Talking of Biography^ he slud, be ] did .not thmk 
that th& life of any literary man in £ngland had 
been well written. Beside the common, incid^rts of 
Ufe, it should tell us has studies^ faia ^node of living, 
lliemeanaib^ which he atllained Id eaecellenoey and 
bis optnibn of his owii works. He told us, be had 
sent DerridL to Dryden's relations, to gaiher ma« 
terials for his Life ; and he believed Derrick bad 
got all that he himself should have got ; but it was 
nothing. He added, he had a kindness for Der«- 
lick, and was sorry he was. dead. 

His notion as to the poems published by Mr. 
M'Fherson, as thewoiks of Ossian, was not shaken 
here. Mr. McQueen always evaded the point of 
authenticity, saying only * that Mr. M'lHierson'g 
pieces fell br short of those he knew in Erse^ which 
were said to be Ossian's.— -Jchinson. .'^ 1 hope they 
do. I am not disputing that you may have poetry 
of great merit ; but that MTherson^s is not a trans- 
lation from ancient poetry. You do not befieve it. 
I say before you^ you do not believe it, though you 
are very willing that the world should believe ]t«''-*« 
Mr. McQueen made no answer to tbis.r^Dr. John- 
son proceeded. <* I look upon M'Pherson*s Fmgal 
to be as gross an imposition as ever the worid was 
troubled with. Had it been really an ancient work, 
a true specimen how men thought at that time, it 
would have been a curiosity of the first rate. As a 
modern production, it i8.nQiihing.'*-^He said, he 
C9uld nevi?r get the meaning of an Erje song ex« 
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pkined td fntn, Tbey Cold him, fhe Zlr^rtii WM 
generally anmefining/ ** I take It, (j*aid he,) Erse 
songs are like a song which I remembei* : it wart 
composed- in tjiieen Etr^ab^th's time, <Mi -the Earl 
of Essex t- afnd the bbi^ttien was 

'« R^da'ratpd, fadnrate, iradati tadara taridore." 

^^ . But sMveXji said . Mr. M'QueefiV th^ere were 
words to it,, iivhich had ini^niing.-^oiiN80N*/^ ^^Yi 
yes, sir t^ }t recollect ^ ' ataazdi .and you shall 
have It : 

. '^ O! tboD betpoka die pr«lti<3Bs tll» 
. " Lirix^ji^ JUndoo, both propef and taU, . 
"* *' Por'£ssex*8 sake they would fight all. 

'' Radaritoo^ radarate, rMara, tadiira> findore***' 

When Mr. M'Queen began again to expatiate 
on the beauty of Ossian's poetry. Dr. Johnson en- 
tered into no farther controversy, but, with a plea- 
sant smile, only cried, ^* Ay^, ay ; Radaratoo ra-^ 
darate/* 

'THtJRSDAr, Sfil^TEMBER 2^. 

* « 

I took Fungal down to the parlour in the morn- 
ing, and trfed a test proposed by Mr. Roderick' 
M*Leod, son toUlinish* Mr. M*Queen had said 
be had some of the poenr in thef original. I desired 

* Thit (^n quotttiin^ I ba?e tince found, lAFfttfroma wog in 
honour of the ^rl of Essex, called " Queen ElitahetKs Champion^** 
which is preserved in a collection of Old Ballads, in three v6lumes, 
pabliahed in London in different- yeart« between 17fO and 1790. 
The fuU vene as as follows x 

'* Oh ! then bespoke the prentices all^ 
' ** Living in London, both proper and tall, 
. ft In a kind letter sent stiaight to the Queen, 
" Fdc fiiaffii*8 lake they would fight all . 

<* Raderer too, tandaro te, 

^ Raderet, tandnrer, tan do re^'* 
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him to mention any parage io the printed, book, of 
which he could repeat the original. He pointed 
out one in page 60 of the quarto edition, and read 
the Erse, while Mr. Roderick M*Leod and I looked 
on the English ;— and Mr. M'Leod said, that it was 
pretty like what Mr. McQueen had recited. But 
when Mr. McQueen read a description of Cuchullin's 
sword in Ense, together with a translation of it in 
English verse, by Sir James Foulis, ' Mr. M'Leod 
said, that was much more like than Mr. M'Pherson'a 
translation of the former passage. Mr. McQueen 
then repeated in Eite a descriptbn of ode of the 
horses in Cuchillin's car. Mr. M'Leod said, Mr« 
Mcpherson's English was nothing like it. 

When Dr. Johnson cane down, I told him that 
I had now obtained some evidence concerning Fin- 
gal $ for that Mr. McQueen had repeated a passage 
in the original Erse, which Mr. M'Pherson^s tran* 
station was pretty like ; and remindied him that he 
himself had once said, he did not require Mr. 
M'Pherson*s Ossian to be more like the original than 
Pope's Homer.— JoHNSOir. ** Well, sir, this ia jost 
what I always maintained. He has found names, 
and stories, and phrases, nay^ passages in old songs, 
and with them has blended his own compositions, 
and so made what he gives to the world as the trans* 
ktion of an ancient poem/'— ^If this was the case, 
I observed, it was wrong to publish it as a poem in 
six books.-— Johnson. *^ Yes, sir ; and to ascribe it 
to a time too when the Highlanders knew nothing of 
books, and nothing of six ; — or perhaps were got the 
length of counting six. We have been told^ by 
Condamine, of a nation that could count no more 
than four. This should be told to Monboddo ; it 
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iwould help him. There is as mudi charity in hop- 
ing a inan down-hill, as in helping him up-hilL^*— 
BoswBLL. ^^ I don*t think there is as much charity •*" 
— Johnson. *^ Yes, sir, if his tenden<y be downwards. 
Till he is at the bottom, he flounders ; get-him once 
there, and he is quiet Swift tells, that Stdla had 
a trick, which she learned from Addison, of encou* 
raging a man in absurdity, instead of endeavooring 
to extricate him/* 

Mn M^Queen*s answers to the inquiries con« 
ceming Ossian were so unsatisfactory, that I could 
not help observing, that, were he examined in a 
court of justice, he would find himself under a ne* 
cessity of being more explicit. — Jornson. '^ Sir, he 
has told Blair a little too lAuch, which is published ; 
and he sticks to it. He is so much at the head of 
things here, that he has never been accustomed to 
be dosely examined ; and so he goes on quite 
smoothly /*-~BoswBLL. ^ He has never had any body 
to work him/* — Johnson. *' No, sir ; and a man is 
seldom disposed to work himself ; though he ought 
to work himself, to be sure.*' — ^Mr. McQueen made, 
no reply •. 

Having talked of the strictness with which wit- 
nesses are examined in courts of justice. Dr. John*, 
son told us, that Garrick, though accustomed tO' 
face multitudes, when produced as a witness in 
Westminster-hall, was so disconcerted by a new 
mode of publick appearance, that he could not 
understand what was asked. It was a cause where 
an actor claimed a/ree bm^t; that is to say, a. 

* I think it bnt justice to lav* thtt I bdieve Dr. Jobntoo |nc|ait to 
ascribe Mr. M'Qoico^ conduct to itiaceiiraey and entti|i9iaiin« and did 
not mean any leveic imputaUon aswst him. 
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b^tffit without paying the expence of the house; 
hut the meaoingof the term was disputed.. Gar* 
riok was asked, '' Sir, have you a free benefit? 
^* Yes."^— ** Upon what terms have you it f 
^^ Upoii*>^the tcrmSf--of-^a free benefit/'— —He 
was dismissed as one from, whom no infonnatiou 
could be 6btained.«>-'-*-X)r. Johnson is ofteo too 
hard on our fri/end Mr. Garrick. When I asked 
him, why he did not mention him in the Preface to 
his Shakspeare, he said, ** Garrick has been liberally 
paid fqr any thing he has done for Shakspeare. If 
\ should praise him, I should muoh^more praise the 
liation who paid him. He has not made Shakspeare 
better known ^ ; he cannot illustrate Shakspeare ; 
80 I have reasons enough against mentioning him^ 
were r^sons necessary* There shauld be reasoosybr 
It.'*— ^I spoke of Mrs, Montague^s very high 
praises of Qarhpk.^^— ^Jo^Nsour, ^' Sir, it is fit she 
should say so much^and I should say nothing, £ey« 
Holds is food of her hook, and I wonder at it ; for 

t It bis been tnumphandy sisked, ** Had not tbe plays of Sbak- 
spegve lam dorinaitt for teapy yean before tbe appearance of Mr. 
Gtffiek ? Did he not exhibit the most excellent of tbcm fipeqpcady 
fer thirty ymn topxhpXp and render theip extremely i^pular by his 
0wn inimitable perforn^ance ?^ He undoubtedly did.' But Dr. John- 
ttn's aat^rtbn baa been mifirndentood. Knowing ai ffell aa the 
fl^feton vftkath^a heepjnitatined* hp niQit na^enarily h^ve mewl, 
tbftt *i ^Ir. Carrick dijd not as cjriMi pnake Shakspeare bcttcv 
known ; he did i^t Ulmirati any one passage in' any of his plays by 
aetatencat'of disqaMtion* or sagaicity of eonjeetorc :** and what had 
bocttdofe wit^ a^y. f)^|;ree. pf . e^iotlleofi^ in ./i^l way «m ^ fvopc 
and immediate subject of bis preface. I ii)ay add in support of this 
explanation the following anecdote^ related to me by one of the ablest 
CMnmaottioia oi| Shakspatre, who knew nuoli of .Dr. Johusoa: 
'' Now I h^ve quitted the tl>eatre, pries Garrick, I will sit down am) 
iHfii Shakspeare.** - *' Tia time you* should^ exclaimed Jobosoo. far 
I oiacb doubt if jwi cv^ tT^iBJOfrit oni» pf bit ^s U^m tbe fiial 
i|Beiie tQ the last,** 
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neither I^ nor Beaacleric, nor Mrs. Thrade; cauld 
get throftgh itf /* r 



* No tnaa has less indinalion to controversy tftaa I 'have, particu- 
Ijrly with a Udy. But as 1 have daittied, and am cooscious of beii^g 
oKiiled to credit for the strictest fidelity, my respect for the publick 
obliges me to take notice of an insinuattou which tends to impeach 
it. 

Mn. Pioisi (late Mrs. Thnle,) t» her «' Aoocdotes of Dr. Johnson/' 
added thefoliowiog postscript: 

Naples, Fel\ 10, 17«6. 

** Since the foregoing went to the press, having seen a passage 
from Mr. Bosweirs * Toar to thr H^rides,* in which it is said* 
Ibat J could nai get through Mrs. Montague* $ * Eisay on Shakspeare* I 
do not delay a moment to declare, that, on the contrary, I have al* 
Vrays commended it myself, and heard it commended by every one 
cJsc ; and &w things would give o^ niore concern than to be thought 
iocapable of tasting* or unwilling to testify my opinion of its excel« 
lence." 

It is remarkable that this postscript is so expressed, as not to point 
not the penen who said that Mrs. Thrale could not get through Mrs. 
Montague's book ; and therefore I think it necessary to remind Mrs 
Piozti, that the assertion concerning her was Dr. Johnson's, and not 
mine. The second observation that 1 shall make on this postscript is, 
that it does not deny the fact asserted, though I must acknowledge 
from the praise it bestows on Mrs. Montagues book, it may have 
been designed to convey that meaning. 
, What Mrs. Thrale*s opinion is or was^ or what she may or may not 
have said to Dr. Johnson concerning Mrs. Montagnd's book, it is. not 
jiecessary for me to enquire. It is only incumbent on me to ascertaM 
what Dr. Johnson said to me. I shall therefore confine myself to 'a 
very short state of the fact. 

The unfavourable opinion of Mrs. Montague's book, which Df. 
Johnson is here report^ to have given, is known to have been thdt 
which he uniformly expressed, as many of his fViends well remember. 
So much for the authenticity of the paragraph, as fkr as it relalct 
to his own sentiments. The words containing the' assertion, to 
which Mrs. Piozzi objects, are printed fit)m my manuscript Joomaf^ 
and were uken down at th^ time., The Journal was read by Dr. 
Johnson, who pointed out sj)me inaccuracies, which I corrected; but 
did not mention any inaccaracy in the paragraph in question: and 
what is still more material, and very flattering to me, a considerable 
partjof ipy JoomaU containing this parag^h, was read $everal years 
^go^ly *iiri.*Thraie herself, who had It fit lottic time in her pos« 
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Li8t night Dr. Johnson, gave us tn account of 
the whole process of tanning — and of the nature of 
milky and the various operations upon it^ as making 
whey^ ice. His variety of information is surpriz- 
ing; and it gives one much satisfaction to find such 
9 man bes^wing his attention on the useful arts of 
life. Uiinish was much struck with his knowledge ; 
and saidy ^^ He is a great orator, sir ; it is musick 
to hear this man speak.*' — A strange thought struck 
me, to try if he knew any thing of an art, or what- 
ever it should be called, which is no doubt veiy 
liseful in Ufe, but which lies far out of the way of 
a philosopher and a poet ; I mean the trade of a 
butcher. .1 enticed him into the subject^ .by con^ 
necting it with the various researches into the maq-r 
nevs and customs of uncivilised nations, that have 
been made by our late navigators into the South 
S^ast^^l begjui with observing, that Mr. (now Sir 



fctsioo» and retomtd it to mt, without iotimating that Dr. ^ohssop 
had mistake^ her tentimeau. 

When tlie fint edition of my Jouraal was passiiig thfou^ the 
jfitUy it oeei}rre4 to me^ that a peculiar (lelicacy wat necettary to hr 
obtcrved in feporMog the 0|M|uan of one literary kdy coBpeming the 
performance of another ; and I had sueh acruples on that head, that 
m the proof sheet I struck out the name of Mrs. Thrale from the 
above pftfagraphy and two or throe hundred copies of my hook were 
actually printed and pohlished without it ; of these Sir Joshua Rcy* 
solds's copy happened tp be one. Bpt while the sheet was working 
Kiffp a friend, tv whqi^ opinion I have great respect, suggested that 
I had no right to ilcprtve Mrs. Thrale of the high honour Wbidi 
Dr. Johnson had dpoe her« by stating her opinion along with that of 
Mr. Beauclerk. M eoinciding with, and, %m it were, sanctioaing hh 
^wn. The ohaervation appealed to me so weighty and conclusive 
^at I hastened to the printing-house^ and, as a piece of justice, it* 
stoyed Mrs. Thnlf (o that place froni whi^h a too tcfupolpus ddseafe^ 
|vm1 eaclu4e4 her. 

Qn ^ sii^pk yute of filets | sba)l make aq obicrvalioM wlMkfa 



• ., • 
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Joseph) Banks tells us, that the art of slaoghfeerii^ 
animals was not known in Otaheite, for^ instead cif 
bleeding to death their dogs^ (a common food witli 
them,) they strangle them. This he told me him« 
self; and I supposed that their hogs were killed ia 
the same way. Dr. Johnson said^ ^< This i must be 
owing to their not having knives,~-though they 
have sharp stones with which they can cut a carcase 
in pieces tolerably; By degrees, be showed that 
he knew something even of butchery. ^^ Diflferent 
animals (said he) are killed differently. An ox ia 
knocked down, and a calf stunned ; but a sbeep baa 
its throat cut, without any thing being done to stu* 
pify it. The butchers have no view to the ease of 
the animals, but only to make them quiet, for their 
own safety and convenience. A sbeep can give them 
little trouble.-^~^Hales is of opinion, that eveij 
animal should be blooded, without having any blow 
given to it, because it bleeds better . ■■■ ■ i B oawBitL. 
**That would be cruel."— ^—Johnsow. '^ No, sir; 
there is not much pain, if the jugular vein be pro^ 
perly cut.'' — ^Pursuing the subject, he said, the 
kennels of Southwark ran with blood two or three 
days in the week ; that he was fifraid there were 
slaughter-houses in more streets in London than one 
suppoies; (speaking with a kind of honour of 
butchering ;) and, yet he added, ^^ any of us would 
kill a cow rather than not have beef/'— —I said 
we cmdd not.— ^'^ Yes, (said he,) any one may. 
The business of a butcher is a trade indeed, that if 
to say, there is an apprenticeship served to it; but 
il: may be ieamit in a months'* 

I mentioned a club in London, at the Boar^il 
tU^d in S»&tcheap, the T^y tavern where ^FalsuQ^ 
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ftnd his joyous companions m^t; the members of 
which all assume Shakspeare's cfaefacters. One is 
FalstafF^ another Prince Henry, another Bardolpb^ 
and so on.— Johnson. " Don't be of it, sir. Now 
that you have a name, you must be 'careful to 
avoid many things, not bad in themselves, but 
which will lessen your character*. This every mart 
who has a name must observe. A man who is not 
publiekly known may live in Liondon as he pleases, 
without ahy notice being taken of him ; but it is 
wonderful how a person of any consequence is 
watched. There was a member of parliament, 
who wanted to prepare himself to speak on a qoes« 
tion that was to come on in the House ; and he and 
I were to talk, it over together. He did not wish it 
should be known that he talked with me ; so he 
^ould not let me c6me to his house, but came to 
mine. Some time after he had made his speech in 
the- house, "Mrs. Cholmondeley, a very airy lady, 
told m^, • Well, you could make nothing of him V 
namt)^ the gentleman; which was a proof that he 
was vi^atched.— I had once some business to do for 
government, and I went to Lord North's. Fre* 
cautioti was taken that it should not be known. It 
was dai'k before I went ; yet a few days after I was 
told, *WelI, you havd been with Lord North/ 
That the door of the prime mihister sliodd be 
watched, is not strange; but' that a meihber of 
parliament should te watched, or ^llat my door 
should be watched, ih tlronderfiiL"^ 






* IdonotMewliyImightiiotharebetn^l)rilkIflldrf>withoa(le^ 
•eltconoealed in London, may be very luefai to prevent tome P^op^ 

fiftfrndDiogdi^y things/ .uotdo1]^foolish/t^t\^ ^*' ' ^ 
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We set out this morning on our way to Taliskef^ 
tn Ulinish's boat^ having taken leave of him and 
his family* Mr. Donald M'Queen still favoured uf 
with his company, for which we were much obliged 
to him. . As we sailed along Dr. Johnson got into 
one of his fits of railing at the Scots. He owned 
that they had been a very learned nation for a hun^ 
dred years» from about 1550 to about )650; but 
that they aflforded the only instance of a people 
among whom the arts of civil life did not advance 
in proportion with learning ; that they had hardly 
aoy trade, any money, or any elegance, before .the 
Uraon; that it was strange that, with all the ad* 
vantages possessed by other nations, they had not 
Jiny of those conveniencies and embellishments whicli 
are the fruit of industry, till they came in contact 
with a civilized people. " We have taught you, 
(said he,) and we'll do the same in time to all. bar-* 
barous nations, — to the Cherokees, — and at last ta 
the Quran Outangs*;*' laughrng with as much glee 
as if Monboddo had been present. — ^Boswkli*. '^ We 
had wine before the Unipn.** — Johnson. ^^ No, sirt 
you had some weak stuff, the - refuse of Franoe^ 
which would not make you dronk.'*<^^->Boswsi:.L; '' \ 
assure you, sir, there was a great deal of drunkeo* 
ness/*-~JoHN80N. *'No,sir; there were people wh^ 
died of dropai^, wbidi they contracted in trying te 

ge^drunkJ' 

I must here glean some of his ceinversation at 
Ulinish, which I have omitted* He repeated. Mii 
reipark, that a man in a ship was worse than a man 
in a jaiU *' The man \vt 4 jail, (said he,) haf mora^ 
room, better food, and commonly bette;r company, 
wd 18 in safety ,'*•*-•'* Ay ; M, (s^id Mr* M'J^ii^eu,). 
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the man in the ship has the pleasing hope of getting 
to shore/* — Johnson. '* Sir^ I am not talking of a 
man's getting to shore ; but of a man while he is in 
a ship : and then, I say, he is worse than a man 
while he is in a jaih A man in a jail may have the 
' pleasing hope" of getting out* A man confined 
fof oiily a limited time, actually has it.*'— M^Leod 
mentioned his schemes for carrying on fisheries with* 
spirit, and that he would wish to understand the 
construction of boats. I suggested that he might 
go to a dock-yard and work, as Peter the Great 
did. — Johnson. *' Nay, sir, he need not work. 
Peter the Great had not the sense to see that the 
mere mechanical work may be done by any bodj% 
and that there is the same art in constructing a ves« 
ael, whether the boards are well or iH wrought. 
Sir Christopher Wren might as well haye served 
his time to a bricklayer^ and firsts indeed^ to a 
brick*maker.** 

There is a beautiful little island in the Lodi of 
Dunvegan, called Isa. M'Leod said, he would 
give it to Dr. Johnson, on condition of his residing^ 
on it three months in the year ; nay one month. 
Dr. Johnson was highly amused with the fan^. I 
have seen him please himself with little things, even 
with mere ideas like the present. He talked a 
great deal of this island ;-— how he would build a 
house there^ — ^how he would fortify it^~4iow he 
would have cannon, — ^how he would plant, — ^hovr 
he would sally out, and take the isle of Muck ; — 
and then' he laughed with uncommon glee, and 
eould hardly leave off. I have seen him do «o at a 
small matter that struck hifao, and was a sport to no 
ane else. Mr. Langtcm told^me, that one night be 
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did so while the compdi^v were all grave about 
him :— only Garrick^ in hiks^ignificant smart man« 
Bar, darting has eyes aroundf^ exclaimed^ *^ Vtry 
jocose^ to be sure I*' — ^M^Leod encouraged the 
ftncy of .Dr. Johnson*s becoming owner of an island ; 
told him^ that it was the pracjtice in this country to 
name every man by his lands ; and begged leave to 
drink to him in that mode : ^' Island Isa, your 
health !"--Ulinish^ Talisker^ Mr. M'Queen, and 1, 
all joined in our different manners, while T^. John- 
son bowed to each, with much good humour. 

We had good weather, and a fine sail this day. 
The shore was varied with hills, and rocks, and 
corn-fields, atid bushes, whidi are here dignified 
with the name of natural wood. We landed near 
the house of. Femdey, a farm possessed by another 
gentleman of the name of M'Leod, who, expecting 
our arrival, vas waiting on the shore, with a horse 
for Dr. Johnson. The rest of us walked.— -—*At 
dinner, I expressed to M^Leod the joy which I had 
ID seeing him on such cordial terms with his clan* 
^^ Government (said he) has deprived us of our 
ancient power ; but it cannot deprive us of our do« 
mestick satisfactions. I would rather drink punch 
in one of their houses, (meaning the houses of his 
people,) than be enabled by their hardships, ' to 
have claret in my own.** — ^This should be the sen- 
timent of every Chieftain. All that he can get by 
nising his rents, is more luxury in his own housf* 
Is it not better to share the profits of his estate, to 
a certain degree, With his kinsmen, and ihus have 
both sodal idteroourse and patriarchal influetice ? 
. We had a very good ride, for about throe miles^ 
to TaUsker, where Colonel M'Leod introduced ua 
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tohtsladjT. We foimd here Mr; DormM M^Lew^ 
the voimg Laird of Col, (nephew to Taltoker,) to 
whom I delivered the letter with which I had beeii 
favoured by his uncle^ Professor M'Lebdy at Aber-* 
deen. He was a little lively young iftlan. We 
found he had been a good deal in £nglahd^ studjp- 
injg farmings and wa» resolved to improve the valoe 
of his father^s lands^, without oppn»sing bis tenants, 
or lostng'the ancient Highland fashions. 

Talisker is a better place than one commatAf 
finds inSky. It is situated in a rich boctbm* Be* 
fore ft is a wide expanse of sea, on ^ch hand of 
which are immense rocks ; and, at some distance in 
the sea, ther^ are three colomnal rocks rising to^ 
riiarp points/ The billows break with prodigioos 
force and noise on the coast of Talisker. Hiere are 
Jl^ere a good many well-grown trees. Talisker is aa* 
extensive farm* The possessor of it has, for several 
generations, been the next heir to M*Leod^ a9 
there has been but one son always in that fitmfy. 
The court before the house is most ' injudiciously 
paved with the round blueish grey pebbles which 
are found upon the sea^shore ;•* so that you walk at* 
if upon cannon-^balls driven into the ground* 

After supper, I talked of the assidbity of the 
Scsottish clergy, in visiting and privately instructing 
tbe parishioners, and observed how much in tbit^ 
they excelled the English clergy. ' Dk Johnson 
would not let this pass. He tried to tufn it off, by 
saying, ." There are different ways of instructing. 
Our clergy pray and preach.** — ^M*Leod and t 
pressed the subject^ upon which he grew warm, and 
broke forth : " 1 do not believe yoilr people are 
better instructed. If> they are, it is ihctblind leed^ 
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lag the blind; ibr your clergy «fe ' not instt-ucfed 
themselvw.^ Thinking be had gone ft little too far, 
he chedced bimsdf^ and added, ^'^ When I talk of 
the ignOTance of j»ouf* clergy, ftalk of fli'emas* a 
body: I dQ nokimean'^that there lare" not -individuals 
who are learned (looking at Mr. M'QAe^i). I 
suppose thew are such amoAg the clerg^r in -Mas* 
covy* ' The oJer^y of England have pr^bced the 
moat valuable bboks in' snppori <}P religion^ both in 
theory und praettee^ What have yoiii* clergy done,; 
since yoDr eunk intorpresbytet^lil^tn t -Gan' you^naihe* 
one hook of 'any * value, - oil ' fel ' religidtts subject, 
x¥rftten^ by*itheilir'— We Wire sildAt^'* 111 help 
you. Fo*bist WOto vefy* *dl*;i but I believe he 
wrote before episcopacy was quite extinguished.**— 
And then j)ad8inga Tittle, he said, « Yes, you have 
Wlshart AoAirfsl< Repentance J^.** — BeswafLL. *^ Biit," 
air, we are ncit ^Yitending for the superior'learriing' 
of our clergy;' but' for their superior iEissiduity.**'— * 
He boUe us dovm again; wMR (huhderitig iagafinst 
their ignorance^ and ftaid to 'nie/ ** I see yotf have' 
not been W6ll t»ught ; for /ou have not sbhariify .''— ' 
He had bcfen in some mdiMire forced into this 
warmth/ by the exulting air which- 1 assumed ; for^ 
when he began, he said, ^^ Since you tvill driVe the* 
nail r— He again thought of good Mr .'McQueen,' 
and) takiiig htm by the habd, said^ *' Si^; T did 
not noean any disrespect to you.'* 



* This was a dexterous mode of description^ for the purpose of 
his argument ; for what he alluded to was, a Sermon published by 
the learned Dr. William Wishart, formerly principal of tiie college 
at Edinburgh^ to warn men - agaifUt confiding in a death^bed re-* 
pentance, of the ineSicacy of which ht CDtertaioed noiioof very dtf» • 
ierem from those of l)r« Johnson. 
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Here I must observe, that he conquered hf d^ 
•erting his grounds and not meeting the argument 
as I had put it. The assiduity of the Scottish dergy 
is certainly greater than that of the English. His 
taking up the topidc of their not having so mudi 
learning) was, though ingenious, yet a fallacy in 
Ipgick. It was as if there should be a dispute 
mrhether a roan*s hair is well dressed, and Dr. John* 
son should say, '' Sir, his hair cannot be well dressed ; 
for he has a dirty ^irU No man who has not clean 
linen has his hair well dressed.**— When some days 
afterwards he read this passage, he said, ** No, air ; 
I did not say that a man*s hair could not be wdl 
dressed because he has not dean lioen, but becauae 
he is bald.'* 

He used one argument against the Scottirii clergy 
being learned, which I doubt was not good. ^* Aa 
we believe a man dead till we know that he is alive ; 
so we believe men ignorant till we know that they 
are learned.** Now our maxim in> law is, to pre* 
aume a man alive, till we know he is dead. How* 
ever, indeed, it may be answered, that we must 
first know he has lived ; and tliat we have, never 
known the learning of the Scottish clei^. M. 
McQueen, though he was of opinion that Dr. 
Johnson had deserted the point really in diqnite^ was 
much pleased with what he said, and owned to me, 
he thought it very just ; and Mrs. M^Leod was so 
much captivated by his eloquence, that she told me 
*^ I was a good advocate for a bad cause.*' 

FBIDAT, SEPTEMBER 24. 

This was a good day. Dr. Johnson told ua, at 
breakfast, that he rode harder at a fox chace than 



I 
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any body. ^^ The English (said he) are the only 
nation who ride. hard a-hunting. A Frenchman 
goes out upon a managed horse^ and capers in the 
field, and no mere thinks of leaping a hedge than 
of mounting a breach. Lord Powerscourt. laid a 
wager, in France, that he would ride a great many 
miles in a certain short time. The French acade- 
micians set'to work, and calculated that, from- the 
resistance of the air, it was impossible. His'Jord* 
ihip however performed it. 

Our money being nearly exhausted, we sent a 
bill for thirty pounds, drawn on Sir William Forbes 
and Co. to Lochbraccadale, but our messenger 
found it very difficult to procure cash for it ; at 
lengthy however, he got us value from the master 
of a vessel which was to carry away some emigrants. 
There is a great scarcity of specie in Sky. Mr. 
McQueen said he had the utmost difficulty to pay 
his servants* wages, or to pay for any little- thing 
which he has to buy. The rents are paid in bills, 
which the drovers give. The people consume a 
vast deal of snuff and tobacco, for which they must 
pay ready money; and pedlars, who come about 
selling goods, as there is not a shop in the island, 
carry away the cash. If there were encouragement 
given to fisheries and manufactures, there might be 
a circulation of money introduced. I got one-and« 
twenty shillings in silver at Portree, which was 
thought a wonderful store. 

Talisker, Mr. M'Queen, and I, walked out, 
and looked at no less than fifteen different water- 
falls near the house, in the space of about a quarter 
of a mile. We also saw Cuchillm*s well, siid to 
have been the favourite spring of that ancient herb* 

S 
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I drank of it. The water is admirable. On the 
shore are many stores full of crystallizationa in the 

heart. 

Though our obliging friend, Mr. McLean, was 
but the young laird, he had the title of Col con- 
stantly given him. After dinner he and I walked 
to the top of Prieshwell, a very high rocky hill, 
ftpm whence tiiere is a view of Barra, — ^the Long 
Island,— Bernera,— the Loch of Dunvegan,— part 
of Rum— part of Rasay, and a vast deal of the isle 
of Sky. Col, though he had come into Sky with 
an intention to be at Dunvegan, and pass a con- 
siderable time in the island, most politely resolved 
first to conduct us to Mull, and then to return to 
Sky. This was a very fortunate circumstance ; for 
he planned an expedition for us of more variety 
than merely going to Mull. He proposed we 
should see the islands of Egg, A/uck, Col, and 
Tyr-^yu In all these islands he could shew us every 
thing worth seeing ; and in Mull he said he should 
be as if at home, his father having lands there, and 

he a farm. 

Dr. Johnson did not talk much to-day, but 
seemed intent in listening to the schemes of future, 
excursion, planned by Col. Dr. Birch, however, 
being mentioned, he said, he had more anecdotes 
than any man. I said, Percy had a great many; 
that he flowed with them like one of the brooks 

j^^fe^ Johnson. *^ If Percy is like one of the brooks^ 

here, Birch was like the river Thames. Birch ex- 
celled Percy in that, as much as Percy excels Gold- 
smith/* I mentioned Lord Hailes as a man of 

anec?dote. He was not pleased with him, for pub- 
lishing only such memorials and letters as were un- 
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fkvoorable for the Staart fsTtnily. '^ If, (md he,) 
a man fairly warns you, ' I am to give all the ill ; 
do you find the good ;' he may : but if tbe object 
which be professes be to give a view of a reign, let 
him tell all the truth. I would tell truth of the two 
Georges^ or of that scoundrel, King William.--* 
Granger^s Biographicah History is full of curious 
anecdote, but might have been better done. The 
dog is a Whig. I do not like much to see a Whig 
in any dress ; but! hate to see a Whig in a parson's 
gown/' 

SATURDAY, SBPTXMBBR 2S. 

It was resolved that we should set out, in order 
to return to Slate, to be in readiness to take boat 
whenever there should be a fair wind. Dr. John* 
son remained in his chamber writing a letter, and it 
was long before we could get him into motion. Eb 
did not come to breakfast^ but had it sent to him* 
When he had finished his letter, it was twelve 
o'clock, and we should have set out at ten. When 
I went up to him, he said to me, *^ Do you re* 
member a song which begins, 

"Eyery Island is a prison 

" Strongly guarded by the sea ; 
" Kings a^d princes, for that reason, 

** Prisoners arc, as well as we." 

I suppose he had been thinking of our confined 
situation. He would fatn have gone in a boat from 
hence, instead of riding back to Slate. A scheme 
for it wad proposed. He said, " We'll not be 
driven tamely from it:" — ^but it proved impracti- 
cable. 

s2 
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We took leare of M^Leod and Talisker, from 
whom we parted with regret. Talisker, having 
been bred to physick, had a tincture of scholarship 
in his conversation, which pleased Dr. Johnson, and 
he had some very good books ; and being a colonel 
in the Dutch service, he and his lady, in oonse^ 
quence of having lived abroad, had introduced the 
ease and politeness of the continent into this rude 
region. 

Young Col was now our leader. Mr. McQueen 
was to accompany us half a day more. We stopped 
at a little hut, where we saw an old woman grinding 
with the quern, the ancient Highland instrument, 
which it is said was used by the Romans, but which, 
being very slow in its operation, is almost entire!/ 
gone into disuse. 

The walls of the cottages in Sky, instead of being 
one compacted mass of stones, are often formed by 
two exterior surfaces of stone, filled up with earth 
in the middle, which makes them very warm. The 
roof is generally bad. They are thatched, some- 
times with straw, sometimes with heath, sometimes 
with fern. The thatch is secured by ropes of straw, 
or of heath ; and, to fiK the ropes, there is a stone 
tied to the end of each. These stones hang round 
the bottom of the roof, and make it look like a 
Iady*s hair in papers ; but I should think that, when 
there is wind, they would come down, and knock 
people on the head. 

We dined at the inn at Sconser, where I bad the 
{Measure to find a letter from my wife. Here we 
parted from our learned companion, Mr. Donald 
McQueen. Dr. Johnson took leave of him very 
affectionately, saying, ^< Dear sir^ do not forget 
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me !** — ^We settled^ that he should write an account 
of the Isle of Sky^ which Dr. Johnson promised, to 
revise. He said, Mr. McQueen should tell all that 
be could ; distinguishing what he himaelf kneWj 
what was traditional^ and what conjectural. 

We sent our horses round a point of land^ that 
we might shun some very bad road ; and resolved 
to go forward by sea. It was seven o'clock when 
we got into our boat. We had many showers, and 
It soon grew pretty dark. Dr. Johnson sat silent 
and patient. Once he said, as he looked on the 
black coast of Sky,-^black, as being composed of 
rocks seen in the dusk, — " This is very solemn.** 
Our boatmen were rude singers^ and seemed so like 
wild Indians, that a very little imagination was ne» 
cessary to give one an impression of being upon an 
American river. We landed at Strolimus, from 
whence we got a guide to walk before us, for . two 
miles, to Corrichatachin. Not being able to pro- 
cure a horse for our baggage, I took one portman- 
teau before me, and Joseph another. We had but 
a single star to light us on our way. It was about 
eleven when we arrived. We were most hospitably 
received by the master and mistress, who were just 
going to bed, but, with utoafllected ready kindness, 
made a good fire, and at twelve o*clock at night had 
supper on the table. 

James Macdonald, of Knockow^ Kingsburgh*8 
brother, whom we had seen at Kingsburgh, waa 
there. He shewed me a bond granted by the late 
Sir James Macdonald, to old Kingsbui^h, the 
preamble of which does so much honour to 
the feelings of that much-lamented gentleman. 



f6« JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

that I thought it worth transcribing. It wad n 
follows : 

^^ I, Sir James Maodonald^ of MacdonaM, 
Baronet, now, after arriving at my perfect age, 
from the friendship I bear to Alexander Macdonald 
of Kingsburgh, and in return for the long and 
faithful services done and performed by him to my 
deceased father, and to myself during my minority, 
when be was one of my Tutors and Curators ; be*' 
ing resolved, now that the said Alexander Macdo* 
nald is advanced in years, to contribote Qiy endea- 
vours for making his old age placid and comforta* 
ble,*'-— therefore he grants him an annuity of fifty 
pounds sterling. 

Dr. Johnson went to bed soon. When one bowl 
of punch was finished, I rose, and was near the 
door, in my way up stairs to bed ; but Corrichata- 
chin said, it was the first time Col had been in his 
house, and he should have his bowl ; — ^and would 
not I join in drinking it ? The heartiness of my 
honest landlord, and the desire of doing social honour 
to our very obliging conductor^ induced me to sit 
down again. Col's bowl was finished; and by that 
time we were well warmed. A third bowl was soon 
made, and that too was finished. We were cordial, 
and merry to a high degree ; but of what passed I 
have no recollection, with any accuracy. I remem- 
ber calling Corrichalachin by the familiar appella* 
tion of Cqrrif which his friends do. A fourtl) bowl 
was made, by which time Col, and young M'Kinnon, 
Corrichatachin*s son^ slipped away to bed. I con* 
tinned a little with Corri and Knockow ; but at last 
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I left them. It was near five in the morning when 
I got to bed. 

■ 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26. 

I awaked at noon, with a severe head-ach. I 
was much vexed that I should have been guilty of 
such a riot, and afraid of a reproof from Dr. John- 
son. I thought it very inconsistent with that conduct 
which I ought to maintain, while the companion of 
the Rambler. About one he came into my room^ 
and accosted me, " What, drunk yet ?" — ^His tone 
of voice was hot that of severe upbraiding ; so 'I 
was relieved a little. " Sir, said I, they kept me 
up."— —He answered, " No, you kept them up, 
you drunken' dog: — ^This he said with good- 
humoured English pleasantry. Soon afterwards, 
Corrichatachin, Col, and other friends assembled 
round my bed. Corri had a brandy-bottle and glass 
with him, and insisted I should take a dram. — ^^ Ay, 
said Dr. Johnson, fill him drunk again. Do it in 
the morning, that we may laugh at him all day. It 
is a poor thing for a fellow to get drunk at night, 
and sculk to bed, and let his friends have no sport.'* 
-—Finding him thus jocular, I became quite easy ; 
and when I offered to get up, he very good naturedly 
said, " You need be in no such hurry now *.'* — I 

• My ingenuously relating this oocasiooal instance of intemperance 
has I find been made the subject both of serious criticism and ludi* 
Cfous banter. With the banterers I shall not tionble myself, but I 
wonder that those who pretend to the appellation of serious criticka 
•hould not have had sagacity enough to perceive that htrt, as in every 
other part o^ the present work, my principal object was to delineate 
Dr. Johnson's manners and character. In justice to him I would 
not omit an anecdote, which, though in some d^ree to my own dis« 
advantage, exhibits in so strong a light the indulgence and good humour 
with which he could trait those excesses in his friends, of which he 
highly disapproved. 



d«4 JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

took my ho8t*8 advice^ and drank some brandy^ 
which I found an effectual cure for my head-ach. 
When I rose, I went into Dr. Johnson's room, and 
taking up Mrs. M'Kinnon's Prayer-book, I opened 
it at the twentieth Sunday after Trinity, in th^ 
epistle for which I read, " And be not drunk with 
wine, wherein there is excess." Some would have 
taken this as a divine interposition. 

Mrs. M^Kinnon told us at dinner, that old 
Kingsburgh, her father, was examined at Mugstot, 
by General Campbell, as to the particulars of the 
dress of the person who had come to his house in 
woman*8 clothes along with Miss Flora McDonald ; 
as the General had received intelligence of that dis- 
guise. The particulars were taken down in writ- 
ing, that it might be seen how far they agreed with 
the dress of the Irish girl who went with Miss Flora 
from the Long Island. Kingsburgh » she said, had 
but one song, which he always sung when he was 
merry over a glass. She dictated the words to me, 
which are foolish enough : 

Green sleeves and pudding pies, 
Tell me where my mistress lies. 
And ril -be with her before she rise. 
Fiddle and aw* together. 

May our alikirs abroad succeed, 
And may our king come home with speed. 
And all pretenders shake for dread. 
And let hU health go round. 

In some other instances, the critlcks have been equally wrong as to 
the true motive of my recording particulars, the objections to wliich I 
saw as clearly as they. But it would be an endless task for an au- 
thonr to point out upon every occasion the precise object he has in view. 
Contenting himself with the approbation of readers of discernment and 
taste, he ought not to complain that some are found who cannot or will 
not understand him. 
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To all our injared friends In need. 
This side and beyond the Tweed !— 
Let all pretenders shake for dreadj 
And let his health go round. 
Green sleeves^ &c. 

While the examination was going on, the pre- 
sent Talisker, who was there as one of M*Leod*s 
militia, " could not resist the pleasantry of asking 
Kingsburgh, in allusion to his only song, '^ Had 
she green sleeves T* Kingsburgh gave hun no answer. 
Lady Margaret M*DonaId was very angry at Ta- 
lisker for joking on such a serious occasion, as 
Kingsburgh was really in danger of his life. — Mrs. 
M'Kinnon added that Lady Margaret was quite 
adored in Sky. That when she travelled through 
the island, the people ran in crowds before her, and 
took the stones off the road, lest her horse should 
stumble and she be hurt. Her husband. Sir Alex- 
ander, is also remembered with great regard. We 
were told that every week a hogshead of claret was 
drunk at his table. 

• This was another day of wind and rain ; but good 
cheer and good society helped to beguile the time. 
I felt myself comfortable enough in the afternoon. 
I then thought that my last night's riot was no more 
than such a social excess as may happen without much 
moral blame ; and recollected that some physicians 
maintained, that a fever produced by it was, uponf 
the whole, good for health : so different are our re- 
flections on the same subject, at different periods ; 
and such the excuses with which we palliate what we 
know to be wrong. 
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MONDAY) SEPTEMBER VJ . 

Mr. Donald M*Leod, our original guide, who 
had p.irted from us at Dunvegan, joined us again 
to-d.!v. The \^eather was still so bad that we could 
not travel. I found a closet here, with a good 
inany books, beside those that were lying about. 
Dr. Johnson told me, he found a library in his room 
at Talisker ; and observed, that it was one of tlie 
remarkable things of Sky, that there were so many 
books in it. 

Though we had here great abundance c^ provi- 
sions, it is remarkable that Corrichatachin has li- 
terally no garden : not even a turnip, a carrot, 
or a cabbage, — After dinner, we talked of the 
crooked spade used in Sky, already described, and 
they maintamed that it was better than the usual 
garden-spade, and that there was an art in tossing 
it, by which those who were accustomed to it could 
work very easily with it. — ^* Nay, (said Dr. John- 
son,) it may be useful in land where there are many 
stones to raise ; iDut it certainly is not a good in- 
strument for digging good land. A man may toss 
it, to be sure ; but he will toss a light spade much 
better: its weight makes it an incumbrance. A 
man may dig any land with it ; but he has no occa* 
sion for such a weight in digging good land. Yoa 
may take a field piece to shoot sparrows ; but all 
the sparrows you can bring home will not be worth 
the charge.** — He was quite social and easy amongst 
th^m ; and, though he drank no fermented liquor, 
toasted Highland beauties with great readiness. His 
conviviality engaged them so much, that they 
seemed eager to shew their attention to him^ and 
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i\eA with each other in crying out, with a strong 
Celtick pronunciation, " Toclor Shonson, Toctor 
Shonson^ your health !'* 

This evening oneofottr married ladies, a lively 
pretty little woman, good-humouredly sat down 
upon Dr. Johnson*s knee, and, being encouraged 
by some of the company, put her hands round his 
neck, and kissed him. — " Do it again, (said he^) 
and let us see who will tire first.'* — He kept her on 
his knee some time, while he and she drank tea. He 
was now like a ^buck indeed. All the company were 
much entertained to find him so easy and pleasant. 
To me it >vas highly comick, to see the grave phi- 
losopher, — ^the Rambler^ — toying with a Highland 
beauty ! But what could he do ? He must have 
been surly, and weak too, had he not behaved as he 
did. He would have been laughed at, and not 
more respected, though less loved. 

He rfead to-night, to himself, as he jat in com- 
pany, a great deal of my Journal^ and said to me, 
" The more I read of this, I think the more highly 
of you.** — ^The gentlemen sat a long time at their 
jiunch, after h& and I had retired to our chambers. 
The manner in which they were attended struck ine 
as singular: — ^The bell being broken, a smart lad 
lay on a table in the corner of the room, ready to 
spring up and bring the kettle, whenever it was 
wanted. They continued drinking, and singing 
Erse songs, till near five in the nioming, when they 
all came into tny room^ where some of them had 
bed6. Unluckily for me, they found a bottle of 
punch in a corner, which they drank ; and Corri. 
chatachin went for another, which they also drank. 
They made many apologies for disturbing me. I 
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told them, that, having been kept awake by their 
mirth, I had once thoughts of getting up, andl 
joining tjhem again. Honest Corrichatachin said, 
^^ To have had jou done so, I would have given a 
cow/' 



TUBSDAT, SEPTEMBER 28. 

The weather was worse than yesterday. I felt as 
if imprisoned. Dr. Johnson said, it was irksome to 
be detained thus : yet he seemed to have less uneasi- 
ness, or more patience, than I had. What made 
cur situation worse here was, that we had no rooms 
that we could command ; for the good people had 
no notion that a man could have any occasion but 
for a mere sleeping-place ; so, during the day, the 
bed chambers were common to all the house. Ser* 
vants eat in Dr. Johnson*s ; and mine was a kind of 
general rendezvous of all under the roof, children 
and dogs not excepted. As the gentlemen oecu* 
pied the parlour, the ladies had no place to sit in, 
during the day, but Dr. Johnson's room. I had 
always some quiet time for writing in it, before be 
was up ; and, by degrees, I accustomed the ladies 
to let me sit in it after breakfast, at my Journal, 
without minding me. 

Dr. Johnson was this morning for going to see 
as many islands as we could ; not recollecting the 
uncertainty of the season, which might detain us in 
one place for many weeks. He said to me, '^ I 
have more the spirit of adventure than you.**«-For 
my part, I was anxious to get to Mull, from whence 
we might almost any day reach the main land. 

Dr. Johnson mentioned, that the few ancient Irish 
gentlemen yet remaining have the highest pride of 
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family ; that Mn Sandford^ a friend of bis, whose 
mother was Irish, told him^ that 0*Hara (who watf 
true Irish^ both by father and mother) and he, and 
Mr. Ponsonby, son to the Earl of Besborough, the 
greatest man of the three, but of an English family, 
went to see one of those ancient Irish, and that he 
distinguished them thus : *^ O'Hara you are wel- 
come ! Mr. Sandford, your mother*s son is wel* 
come ! Mr. Ponsonby, you may sit down." 

He talked both of threshing dnd thatching. He 
said, it was very difficult to determine how to agree 
with a thresher. *' If you pay him by the day's 
wages, he will thresh no more than he pleases; 
though to be sure, the negligence of a thresher is 
more easily detected than that of most labourers, 
because he must always make a sound while he 
works. If you pay him by the piece, by the quan- 
tity of grain which he produces, he will thresh only 
while the grain comes freely, and, though he leaves 
a good deal in the ear, it is not worth while t6 thresh 
the straw over again ; nor can you fix him to do it 
sufficiently, because it is so difficult to prove how 
much less a man threshes than he ought to do. 
Here then is a dilemma : but, for my part,i I would 
engage him by the day ; I would rather trust his 
idleness than his fraud.'* He said, a roof thatched 
with Lincolnshire reeds would last seventy years, as 
he was informed when in that county i and that he 
told this in London to a great thatcher, who said, he 
believed it might be true. — Such are the pains that 
Dr. Johnson takes to get the best information on 
every subject. 

He proceeded : *^ It is difficult for a farmer in 
England to find day-labourers, because the lowest 



?70 JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

xnanufacturers can always get more than a day* 
laix)urer. It is of no consequence how high the 
wages of iDanufacturers are ; but it would be of 
very bad consequence to raise the wages of those 
who procure the immediate necessaries of life, for 
th^t would raise the price of provisions. Here th^fi 
is a problem for politicians. It is not reasonable 
that the most useful body of men should be the 
worst paid ; yet it does not appear how it can be or- 
dened otherwise. It were to be wished^ that a mode 
for it$ being otherwise were found out. In the mean 
time, it is better to give temporary assistance by 
charitable contributions to poor labourers, at times 
when provisions are high, than to raise their wages ; 
because, if wages are once raised, they will never 
get down again.** 

Happily the weather cleared up between one and 
two o^cloc^, and we got ready to depart ; but our 
kind hosit and hostess would not let us go without 
taking' a snatchy as they call it; which was in 
truth a very good dinner. While the punch went 
rounds Dr. Johnson kept a close whispering con- 
ferenoe with Mrs. M^Kinnon, which, however, was 
loud enough to let us hear that the subject of it was 
the particulars of Prince Charles's escape. The 
company were entertained and pleased to observe it. 
Upon that subject, there was something congenial 
between the soul of Dr. Samuel Johnson, and that 
of an isle of Sky farmer^s wife. It is curious to see 
people, how far soever removed from each other in 
the general system of their lives, come close together 
on a particular point which is common to each. We 
were merry with Corrichatachin, on Dr. Johnson s 
whispering with his wife. She, perceiving this, hu- 

6 ' 
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humourously cried^ ^\ I am in love with him. What 
U it to live and not to love?'* Upon her saying 
Mmethingy which I did not hear^ or cannot recollect^ 
he seized her hand eagerly, and kissed it* 

As we were going, the Scottish phrase of '' hamH 
manV^ which is an expression of kindness and re-» 
gardj was again and again applied by the company 
to Dr. Johnson. I was also treated with much civi- 
lity ; and I must take some merit from my assiduous 
attention to him^ and from my contriving that h§ 
shall be easy wherever he goes, that he shall not bo 
asked twice to eat or drink any thing, (which always 
disgusts him) that he shall be provided with watet 
at his meals, and many such little things, which, if 
not attended to, would fret him. I also may be al- 
lowed to claim some merit in leading the conversa-» 
tion : I do not mean leading, as in an orchestra, by 
playing the first fiddle ; but leading as one does in 
examining a witness— starting topics, and making 
him pursue them* He appears to me like a great 
mill, in which a subjiect is thrown to be ground* 
It requires, .indeed, fertile minds to furnish mate'* 
rials for this mill. I regret whenever I see it un^ 
employed ; but sometimes I feel myself quite bar-, 
ren, and having nothing to throw in.—- 1 know not 
if this mill be a good - figure ; though Pope makes 
his mind a mill for turning verses. 

We set out about four. Young Corrichatachin 
went with us. We had a fine evening, and arrived 
in good time at Ostig^ the residence of Mr. Martin 
MTherson, minister of Slate. It is a pretty good 
house, built by his father, upon a farm near the 
church. We were received here with much kind- 
ness by Mr. and Mrs. M^Pherson^ and his sister. 
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Miss M^Pherson^ who pleased Dr. Johnson much^ 
by singing Erse songs, and playing on. the 
guittar. He afterwards sent her a present of his 
Rasselas. In his bed-chamber was a press stored 
with books, Greek, Latin, French, and English, 
most of which had belonged to the father of oar 
host, the learned Dr. M^Pherson ; who, though his 
Dissertations have been mentioned in a former page 
as tin satisfactory, was a man of distinguished talents. 
Dr. Johnson looked at a Latin paraphrase of the song 
of Moses, written by him, and published in the 
Scots Magazine fc^ 1747^ and said, ^^ It does him 
honour ; he has a great deal of Latin, and good 
Xatin/' — Dr. M*Pherson published also in the same 
magazine, June 1739, an original Latin ode, which 
he wrote from the isle of Barra, where' he was minis- 
ter for some years. It is very poetical, and exhibits 
a striking proof how much all things depend upon 
comparison : for Barra, it seems, appeared to him 
so much worse than Sky, his natale solum, that he 
languished for its ^' blessed mountains,'' and thought 
himself buried alive amongst barbarians where he 
was. — ^My readers will probably not be displeased 
to have a specimen of this ode : 

" Hei mihi ! quantos patior dolores, 
*' Dum procul specto juga ter beata ; 
" Dum ferae £arr» steriles arenas 
*' Solus oberro. 

'* Ingemo, indiguor, crucior, quod inter 
'' Barbaros Tbulen lateam colentes i 
** Torpeo laoguens, morior sepultus, 
Carcere ccxco.** 

After wishing for wings to fly over to his dear 
country, whiph was in his view, from what he calls 
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Thulcy as being the most western isle of Scotland^ 
except St. Kilda; after describing the pleasures of 
society, and the miseries of solitude, he at last^ with 
becoming propriety, has recourse to the only sure 
relief of thinking men,— 5ur^ttm corda^ — the hope 
of a better world, and disposes his mind to resig. 
nation : 



''Interim fiat, tna, rex« voluntas: 
" Erigor sursum quoties subit spes 
'* Certa migrandi Solymam superuam, 
" Numinis aolam.* 



f» 



He concludes in a noble strain of orthodox piety: 

" "Vita tuna deraum vocitanda vita est. 
'' Turn licet gratos socios habere, 
" Seraphim et sanctos tbiadsm verendam 
'' Coucelebrantes.** 

WBDNBSDAT, SEPTEMBER 20* 

After a very good sleep, I rose more refreshed 
than I had been for some nights. We were now at 
but a little distance from the shore, and saw the sea 
from the windows, which made our voyage seem 
nearer. Mr. MTherson*s manners and address 
pleased us much. He appeared to be a man of such 
intelligence and taste as to be sensible of the extra- 
ordinary powers of his illustrious guest. He said to 
me, /' Dr. Johnson is an honour to mankind ; and, 
if the expression may be used, is an honour to re- 
igion. 

Col, who had gone yesterday to pay a visit at 
Camuscross, joined us this morning at breakfast. 
Some pther gentlemen also came to enjoy the enter* 

T 
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tainitoent of Dr. Johnson*8 conversation.— The day 
was windy and rainy, so that we had just seized a 
happy interval for our journey last night. We had 
good entertainment here, better accommodation than 
at Corricbatachin, and time enough to ourselves. 
The hours slipped along imperceptibly. We'talked 
of Shenstone. Dr. Johnson said he was a good 
layer-out of land, but would not allow him to ap- 
proach excellence as a poet. He said, he believed 
he had tried to read all his Love Pastorals, but did 
not get through them. I repeated the stanza. 

She gazed as I slowly withdrew ; 

My path I could hardly discern ; 
So sweetly she bade me adieu, 

I thought that she bade ine return. 

he said, " That seems to be pretty." I observed that 
Shenstone, from his short maxims in prose, appear- 
ed to have some power of thinking ; but Dr. John- 
son would not allow him that merit. He agreed, 
however, with Shenstone, that it was wrong in the 
brother of one of his correspondents to burn his let- 
ters : *' for, (said he,) Shenstone was a man whose 
correspondence was an honour."— He was this after- 
noon full of critical severity, and dealt about bis 
censures on all sides. He said, Hammond's Love 
Elegies were poor things. He spoke coiitempta- 
ously of our lively and elegant, though too li- 
centious, Lyrick bard, Hanbviry Williams, and 
said, '^ he had no fame, but from boys who draok 
with him." 

While he was in this mood, I was unfortunate 
enough, simply perhaps, but I could not help think* 
ing, undeservedly, to come within " the whifT and 
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Wind of his fell sword.** I aslced him, if he had ever 
been accustomed to wear a night-cUp* He said 
•* No.*' I asked, if it was best not to wear one.-^ 
JoHKSoir« '* Sir^ I hod this custom by chance, and 
perhaps no man shall ever know whether it is best to 
sleep with or without a night-cap/'->--Soon after- 
wards he was laughing at some deficiency in the 
highlands, arid said, ** One might as well go with- 
out shoes and stockings/'-^Thinking to have a little 
hit at his own deficiency, I ventured to add, ■ ■ • 
** ortvithout a night^cap, sir/* But I had better 
have been silent ; for he retorted directly. '< I do 
not see the connection there (laughing.) Nobody 
before was ever foolish enough to ask whether it was 
best to wear a night cap or not. This comes of be* 
ing a little wrong-headed.** — He carried the company 
along with him : and yet the truth is, that if he 
had always worn a night cap, as is the common 
practice, and found the Highlanders did not wear 
one, he would have wondered at their barbarity ; so 
that my hit was fair enough* 

THURSDAY, SEPTSMBBK SO. 

There was as great a storm of wind and fain as I 
have almost ever seen, which necessarily confined uA 
to the house ; but we were fully compensate by Dv* 
John8on*s conversation. He said, he did not gt'udgfy 
Burke*s being the first man in the Ilouse of Com* 
mons, for he was the first man every where ; botf 
he grudged that a fellow who makes no 6gure in 
oompany, and has a mind as narrow as the neck of 
a vinegar cruet, should make a i>gure in the Hous# 
of Commons, merely by having the knowledge of 
a few forms^ and bein^ furnished with a little occa* 

T 2 ' 
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stonal information *. He told us, the first time be 
saw Dr. Young was at the house of Mr. Richardson, 
the author of Clarissa. He was sent for, that the 
doctor might read to him his Conjectures on original 
Composition^ which he did, and Dr. Johnson made 
his remarks; and he was surprized to find Young 
receive as novelties, what he thought very common 
maxims. He said, he believed Young was not a 
great scholar, nor bad studied regularly- the art of 
writing '; that there were very fine things in his 
Night Thoughts, though you could not find twenty 
lines together without some extravagance. He re- 
peated two passages from his LoveofFame^ — ^the 
characters of Brunetta and Stella^ which he praised 
highly. He said Young pressed him much to come 
to Wellwyn. He always intended it, but never 
went. He was sorry when Young died. The cause 
of quarrel betweep Young and his son, he told us, 
was, that his son insisted Young should turn away 
a clergyman*s widow, who lived with him, and who, 
having acquired great influence over the father, was 
saucy to the son. Dr. Johnson said, she could not 
conceal her resentment at him, for saying to Young, 
that '^ an old man should ndt resign himself to the 
management of any body." — I asked him, if there 
was any improper connection between them. — ** No, 
sir, no more than between two statues. — He was past 
fourscore, and she a very coarse woman. She read 
to him, and I suppose made his coffee, and frothed 



• He did not mention the name of any particular person; b«t 
tbos» who are conversant with the political world will probably rt* 
collect more persons than one to whom this ob8er\'atton may be ap« 
plied. 



TO THE HEBRIDES. d:7 

his chocolate^ and did such things as an old man 
wishes to have done for him/* 

Dr. Doddridge being mentioned, he observed that 
** he was author of one of the finest epigrams in 
the English language. It is. in Orton*s Life of 
him. The subject is his family- motto, — DumvU 
vimtiSy vivamus ; which, in its primary signification, 
is, to be sure, not very suitable to a Christian di* 
vine ; but he paraphrased it thus :** 

*' Live, while you live, the epicure would say, 
** And seize the pleasures of the present day. 
*' lAve, while you live, the sacred preacher criea^ 
'* And give to God each roonient as it flies. 
" Lord, in my views let both united be j 
*• 1 live in pleasure, when I live to thee** 

I asked if it was not strange that government 
should permit so many infidel writings to pass with^ 
out censure. — Johnson. •* Sir, it is mighty foolish. 
It is for want of knowing their own power. Tlie 
present family on the throne .came to the crown 
against the will of nine tenths of the people. Whe- 
ther those nine tenths were right oV wrong, it is not 
our business now to enquire. But such being the 
situation of the royal family, they were glad to enr 
courage all who would be their friends. Now you 
know e\"ery bad man is a Whig; every man who 
has loose notions. The church was all against this 
family. They were, as 1 say, glad to encourage 
any friends ; and therefore, since their accession, 
there is no instance of any man being liept back on 
account of his bad principles ; and hence this inun- 
dation of impiety.'* I observed that Mr, Hume, 
some of whose writings were very unfavourable to 
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religion, was, however, s Tory.**-JoHNSoK, " Sir, 
Hume is a Tory by Chance, as being a Scotchman ; 
but not upon a principle of duty; for he has no 
principle. Jf he is any thing, he is a Hobbist.** 

There was something not quite serene in his hu« 
mour to-night, after supper ; for he spoke of hasten* 
ing away to London, without stopping cnuch at 
Edinburgh. I reminded him that he had Greneral 
Oiighton and many others to see,<>r^JoHNSOK. ^^ Nay, 
I shall neither go in jest, nor stay in jest I shall da 
what is fit.''-?-Bosw£LL. ^^ Ay, sir, but all I desire 
is, that you will let me tell you when it is fit.**-^ 
JfoH^soNf. ** Sir, I shall not consult you."->-Bos well. 
'^ If }ou are to runaway from us, as soon as you get 
loose, we will keep you confined ip an island/'-^-He 
was, however, on the whole, very good company. 
Mr. Ponald M*l»eod expressed very well the gra* 
dual impression made by I)r. Johnson on those who 
are so fortunate as to obtain his acquaintance,-*—— 
<< When you see him first, yop are struck with awfu) 
rev^-rence ;r— then ypu admirfs him ;vrti^nd then you 
love him cordially/' 

I read this evening some part of VoItaire*a His* 
tory of tlie War in J 74 1 , and of Lord Kames against 
Jlrreditary Indefeasible Right. This is a very slight 
circumstance, with which I should not trouble my 
^reader, but for th(5 sake of observing, that every 
man bhould )eeep minutes of whatever he reads« 
Every circumstance pf his studies should be re- 
corded ; what books he has consulted ; how much 
of them he has read ; at what times; how often the 
aame authors; and what opinions he formed of 
them, at different periods of his life. — Such an ao» 
pount would muph illustrate ^e history of hia mixi^f 
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PBIBAT, OCTOBBR 1. 

I shewed to Dr. Johnson verses in a magazine, 
on his Dictionary, composed of uncommon words 
taken from it : 

''Little of AiUhropopatfy has he^" &c. 

He read a few of them, and said, ^' I am not an* 
swerable for all the words in my Dictionary.*'— •! 
told him that Garrick kept a book of all who had 
either praised or abused him. — On the subject of 
his own reputation, he said, (' Now that I see it has 
been so current a topick, I wish I had done so too ; 
but it could not well be done now, as so many things 
are scattered in news-papers/' — He said he was 
angry at a boy of Oxford, who wrote in his de- 
fence against Kenrick ; because it was doing him 
hurt to answer Kenrick. He was told afterwards, 
the boy was to come to him to ask a favour. Ha 
first thought to treat him rudely, on account of his 
meddling in that business ; but then he consideredj^ 
he had meant to do him all the service in his power^ 
and he took another resolution ; he told him he 
would do what he could for him, and did so ; tod 
the boy was satisfied. He said, he did not know 
how his pamphlet was done, as he had read very 
little of it. The boy made a good figure at Ox- 
ford, but died. He remarked, that attacks on au- 
thors did them much service. ^^ A man who tells 
me my play is very bad, is less my enemy than he 
who lets it die in silence. A man whose business 
it is to be talked .of, is much helped by being at* 
tacked.*" — Garrick, I observed, had been often so 
helped.*— Johnson. ^' Yes, sir ; though Garrick had 
more opportunities than almost any man^ to keep 
the publick in mind of him, by exhibiting himself 
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to such numbers, he would not have had so much 
reputation, had he not been so much attacked. 
Every attack produces a defence ; and so attention 
is engaged. There is no spoft in mere praise, when 
people are all of a mind." — Boswell. " Then Hume 
ii not the worse for Beattie's attack r" — Johnson. 
** He is, because Beattie has confuted him. I do 
not say, but that there may be some attacks which 
will hurt an author. Though Hume suffered from 
Beattie, he was the better for other attacks." ' (He 
certainly could riot include in that number those of 
Dr. Adams, and Mr. Tytler ) — Boswell. " Gold- 
smith is the better for attacks/* — Johnson. *^ Ye5, 
sir ; but he does not think so yet. When GToIdsmith 
and I published, each of us something, at the same 
time, we were given to understand that we might 
review each other. Goldsmith was for accepting 
the offer. I said, No ; set Reviewers at defiance. 
-—It was said to old Bentley, upon the attacks 
against him, ^ Why, theyMl write you down.* ' No, 
sir, he replied ; depend upon it, no man was ever 
written down but by himself.'* — He observed to me 
afterwards, that the advantages authors derived 
from attacks, were chiefly in subjects of taste, where 
you canitot confute, as so much may be said on 
either side. — He told me he did not know who Ti-as 
the authourof the jidventures of a Guinea/^ but that 
the bookseller had sent the first volume to him in 
manuscript, to have his opinion if it should \)c 
printed ; and he thought it should. 

The weather being now somewhat better, Mr. 
James M- Donald, factor to Sir Alexander McDonald 
in Slate, insisted that all the company at Ostig 

f fThe author wm Charles Johnson^ Es^. agentiemao of Ireland.] 
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fthcald go to the house at Armidale, which Sir Alex- 
ander had left, having gone with his lady to Edin- 
burgh, and be his guests, till we had an opportu- 
nity of sailing to Mull. We accordingly got there 
to dinner ; and passed our day very cheerfully, be- 
ing no less than fourteen in number. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2. 

Dr. Johnson said, that " a Chief and his Lady 
should make their house like a court. They should 
have ascertain number of the gentlemen's daughters 
to receive their education in the family, to learn 
pastry and such things from the housekeeper, and 
manners from my lady, That was the way in the 
great families in Wales ; at Lady Salisbury's, Mrs. 
Thrale's grandmother, and at Lady Philips's. I 
distinguish the femilies by the ladies, as I speak of 
what was properly their province. There were 
always six young ladies at Sir John Philips*s r when 
one was married, her place was filled up. There 
was a large school-room, where they learnt needle- 
work and other things." — 1 observed, that, at some 
courts in Germany, there were academies for the 
pages, who are the sons of gentlemen, and receive 
their education without any ex pence to their parents. 
Dr. Johnson said,, that manners were best learned at 
those courts. " You are admitted with great fa- 
oility to the prince- s company, and yet must treat 
him with much respect. At a great court, you are 
at snch a distance that you get no good/' — I said, 
^^ Very true : a man sees the court of Versailles, a$ 
if he saw it on a theatre.'* — He said, ** The best 
book that ever was written upon good breeding, it 
CorteggianOf by Castiglione, grew up at the little 
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court of Urbino^ and you should rc^ it/*-^I am 
glad always to have hie opinion of books. At Mr. 
MThersoa^a^ he commended fVhiiby^s Commeniary, 
and said, he had heard him called rather lax ; hot 
be did not perceive it. He had looked at a novels 
called The Man qfth JVorldy at Rasay^ but thought 
there was nothing in it. He said to-day, while 
reading my Journal, ^^ This will be a great treasure 
to us some years hence.'* 

Talking of a very penurious gentleman of oar 
acquaintance^ he observed, that he exceeded VAvare 
in the play. I concurred with him, and remarked 
that he would do well, if introduced in one of 
Footers farcies ; that the best way to get it done, 
would be to bring Foote to be entertained at his 
house for a week, and then it would httfacit indigo 
narfo.-— ^JoHNSOK. ^' Sir, I wish he had him. I, 
who have eaten his bread, will not give him to 
him ; but I should be glad he came honestly by 
him.'* 

He said, he was angry at Thrale, for sitting at 
General Oglethorpe's without speaking. He ceo* 
sured a man for degrading himself to a non-entity. 
I observed, that Goldsmith was on the other ex* 
treme ; for he spoke at all ventures.*— Johnson. 
'* Yes, sir ; Goldsmith, rather than not speak, will 
talk of what he knous himself to be ignorant., which 

can only end in exposing him." ^** I wonder, 

(said I,) if he feels that he exposes himself. — ^If he 
was with two taylors."-— ** Or with two founders^ 
(said Dr. Johnson, interrupting me,) he would fall 
a talking on the method of making cannon, though 
both of them would soon see that he did not know 
what metal a cannon is made of." — We were very 
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social and merry in hi9 room this forenoon. In the 
evening the company danced as usual. We per- 
formed, ^ith much activity, a dance which, I sup- 
pose, the emigration from Sky has occasioned. They 
call it America. Each of the couples, after the 
common involutions and evolutions^ successively 
whirls round in a circle, till all are in motion ; and 
the dance seems intended to shew how emigration 
catches, till a whole neighbourhood is set afloat.^— 
Mrs. M'JECinnon told me, that last year when a ship 
sailed from Portree for America, the people 6a 
shore were almost distracted when they saw their re* 
lations go off, they lay down on the ground, tum- 
bled, and tore the grass with their teeth.— «-Thii 
year there was not a tear shed. The people oa 
shore seemed to think that they would soon follow. 
This indifference is a mortal sign for the country. 

We danced to-night to the musick of the bagpipe^ 
which made us beat the ground with prodigious 
force. I thought it better to endeavour to conoid 
liate the kindness of the people of Sky, by joining 
heartily in their amusements, than to play the ab- 
stract scholar* I looked on this Tour to the 
Hebrides as a copartnerstiip between Dr. Johnson 
and me. Each was to do all he could to promote 
its success ; and I have some reason to flatter myself, 
that my gayer exertions were of service to us. Dr. 
Johnson's immense fund of knowledge and wit was a 
wonderful source of admiration and delight to them ; 
but they had it only at times ; and they required to 
have the intervals agreeably filled up, and even little 
elucidations of his learned te^t. I was also fortu* 
iiate enough frequently to draw him forth to talk, 
wbep he would otherwise have been silent. The 
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fountain was at times locked up, till I opened the 
spring. — It was curious to hear the Hebridians, 
when any dispute happened while he was out of the 
room, saying, " Stay till Dr. Johnson comes : say 
that tio khn r 

Yesterday Dr. Johnson said, " I cannot but laugh, 
to think of myself roving among the Hebrides at 
sixty. I wonder where I shall rove at fourscore !'* 
— This evening he disputed the truth of what is 
said, as to the people of St. Kilda catching cold 
whenever strangers come. ** How can there (said 
he) be a physical effect without a physical cause ♦ ?'* 
-—He added, laughing, " the arrival of a ship full 
of strangers would kill them ; for, if one stranger 
gives them one cold, two strangers must give them 
two colds; and so in proportion.'* — I wondered to 
hear /him ridicule this, as he had praised M*Aulay 
for, putting it in his Vook : saying, that it was manly 
ill him to tell a fact, however strange, if he himself 
believed it. He said, the evidence was not adequate 
tp the improbability of the thing ; that if a physi- 
cian, rather disposed to be incredulou?, should go 
to St. Kilda, and report the fact, then he w*ould 
begin to look about him. They said, it was annually 
proved by M'Leod's steward, on whose arrival all 
the inhabitants caught cold. He jocularly remarked, 
** the steward always comes to demand something 
ftom them ; and so they fall a coughing. I sup- 
pose the people in Sky all take a cold, when 

(«aming a certain person) comes.** — ^They said, he 
came only in summer. — Johnson, " That is out of 
tenderness to you. Bad weather and he, at the 
s^me time, would be too much/' 

^ [See this matter explained, and the physical cauM aasigned^ id \kt 
life of Johnson, vol. iL p. 5S« 6ih edit.] 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3. 

Joseph reported that the wind was still against us, 
X)r. Johnson said, ^^ A wind, or not a wind ? that is 
the question ;" for he can amuse himself at times 
with a little play of words, or rather sentences. I 
remember when he turned his cup at Aberbrothick, 
where we drank tea, he muttered Claudhe jam 
rivos, pueri. I must again and again apologize to 
fastidious readers, for recording such minute parti* 
culars. They prove the scrupulous fidelity of my 
Journal. Dr. Johnson said it was a very exact 
picture of a portion of his life. 

While we were chatting in the indolent stile of 
men who were to stay here all this day at least, we 
were suddenly roused at being told that the 
wind was fair, that a little fleet of herring- busses 
was passing by for Mull, and that Mr. Simpson^s 
ressel was about to sail. Hugh McDonald, the 
skipper^ came to us, and was impatient that we 
should get ready, which we soon did. Dr. John- 
son, with composure and solemnity, repeated the 
observations of Epictetus, that, *' as man has the 
voyage of death before him, — whatever may be his 
employment, he should be ready at the master's call ; 
and an old man should nev^r be far from the shore, 
lest he should not be able to get himself ready." He 
rode, and I and the other gentlemen walked, about 
an English mile to the shore, where the vessel lay. 
Dr. Johnson said, he should never forget Sky, and 
returned thanks for all civilities. We were carried 
to the vessel in a small boat which she had, and we 
set sail very briskly about one o'clock. I was much 
pleased with the ndotion for many hours. Dr. John- 
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son grew sick, and retired under cover, as it faioed 
a good deal. I kept above, that I might have 
fresh air, and finding myself not affected by the mo- 
tion of the vessel, I exulted in being a stout searoan, 
while Dr. Johnson was quite in a state of aonihtla- 
tion. But I was soon humbled; for after imagining 
that I could go with ease to America or the East<* 
Indies, I became very sick, but kept above board, 
though it rained hard. 

As we had been detained so long in Sky by bad 
weather, we gave up the scheme that Col had 
planned for us of visiting several islands, and con« 
tented ourselves with the prospect of seeing Mull, 
and Icolmkill and Inchkenneth, which lie near 
to it. 

Mr. Simpson was sanguine in his hopes for a- 
while, the wind being fair for us. He said, he 
would land us at Icolmkill that night. But when 
the wind failed, it was resolved we should make for 
the sound of Mull, and land in the harbour of To- 
bermorie. We kept near the five herring vessels 
for some time; but afterwards four of them got 
before us, and one little wherry fell behind us. 
When we got in full view of the point of Ardna- 
murchan, the wind changed, and was directly 
against our getting into the sound. We were then 
obliged to tack, and get forward in that tedious 
manner. As we advanced, the storm grew greater, 
and the sea very rough. Col then began to talk of 
making for Egg, or Canna, or his own island. Our 
akipper said, he would get us into the Sound. Hav- 
ing struggled for this a good while in vain, he said, 
he would push forward till we were near the land of 
Mull^ wliere we might cast anchor, and lie till the 
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Vnorning ; for although^ before this, there had been 
a good moon, and I had pretty distinctly seen not 
only the land of Mall, but op the Sound, and the 
country of Morven as at one end of it, the night 
was now grown very dark. Our crew consisted of 
one McDonald, our skipper, and two sailors, one 
of whom had but one eye ; Mr. Simpson himself. 
Col, and Hugh McDonald his servant, all helped. 
Simpson said, he would willingly go for Col, if 
young Col or his servant would undertake to pilot 
us to a harbour ; but, as the island is low land, it 
was dangerous to run upon it in the dark. Col and 
his servant appeared a little dubious. The scheme 
of running for Canna seemed then to be embraced ; 
but Canna was ten leagues off, all out of our way ; 
and they were afraid to attempt the harbour of Egg. 
All these different plans were successively rn agita- 
tion. The old skipper still tried to make for the 
land of Mull ; but then it was considered that there 
was no place there where we could anchor in safety. 
Much time was lost in striving against the storm. At 
last it became so rough, and threatened to be so much 
worse, that Col and his servant took more courage, 
and said they would undertake to hit one of the 
harbours in Col. — " Then let us run for it in Gol)*S 
name,'" said the skipper ; and instantly we turned 
tpwards it. The little wherry which had fallen be- 
hind us, had hard work. Tlie master begged that, 
if we made for Col, we should pat out a light to 
him. Accordingly one of the sailors waved a glow- 
ing peat for some time. ITre various difficulties 
ttiat were started, gave me a good deal of appre-^ 
hension, from which I was relieved, when I found 
we were to run for a harbour before the Wtad. Bat 

4 
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my relief was but of short duration ; for I soon heard 
that our. sails were very bad, and were in danger of 
being torn in pieoes, in which case we should be 
driven upon the rocky shore of Col. It was very 
dark, and there was a heavy and incessant raio. 
The sparks of the burning peat flew so much about , 
that I dreaded the vessel might take fire. Then, as 
Col was a sportsman, and had powder on boards I 
figured that we might be blown up. Simpson and 
he appeared a little frightened, which made me more 
80 ; and the perpetual talking^ or rather shoutings 
which was carried on in Erse, alarmed me still more. 
A man is always suspicious of what is saying in an 
unknown tongue ; and, if fear be his passion at the 
time, he grows more afraid. Our vessel often lay 
so much on one side, that I trembled lest she should 
be overset, and indeed they told me afterwards, 
that they had nm her sometimes to within an inch 
of the water, so anxious were they to make what 
haste they could before the night should be worse. I 
now saw what I never saw before, a prodigious sea^ 
with immense billows coining upon a vessel, so as 
that it seemed hardly possible to escape. There was 
something grandly horrible in the sight.' I am glad 
I have seen it once. Amidst all these terrifying 
circumstances, I endeavoured to compose my mind. 
It was not easy to do it ; for all the stories that I had 
heard of the dangerous sailing among the Hebrides, 
which 18 proverbial, came full upon my recollection. 
When 4 thought of those who were dearest to me, 
and would suffer severely, should I be lost^ I up-^ 
braided myself, as not having b, sufHcient cause for 
putting myself in such danger. Piety afforded me 
comfort ; yet I was disturbed by the objections that 
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•have been ipade against a particular providence, and 
by the arguments of those who maintain that it is in % 
vain to hope that the petitions of an individual, or 
even of congregations, can have any influence with 
the Deity ; objections which have been often made, 
and which Dr. Hawkesworth has lately revived, in 
his Preface to the Voyages to the South Seas ; but 
Dr. Ogden's excellent doctrine on the eflicacy of in- 
tercession prevailed. 

It was half an hour after eleven before we set our* 
selves in the course for Col. As I saw them all busy 
doing something, I asked Col, with much earnest- 
ness, what I could do. He, with a happy readi- 
ness, put into my hand a rope, which was fixed to 
the top of one of the masts, and told me to hold it 
till he bade me pull. If I had considered the matter, 
I might have seen that this could not be of the least 
service ; but his object was to keep me out of the 
way of those who were busy working the vessel, and 
at the same time to divert my fear, by employing 
me, and making me think that I was of use. Thus 
did I stand firm to my post, while the wind and 
rain beat upon me, always expecting a call to pull 
iny rope. 

The man with one eye steered ; old McDonald, and 
Col and his servant, lay upon the fore castle, look- 
ing sharp out for the harbour. It was necessary to 
carry much cloth, as they termed it; that is to say, 
much sail, in order to keep the vessel off the shore 
of Col. This made violent plunging in a rough 
sea. At last they spied the harbour of Lochiern, and 
Col cried, " Thank God, we are safe I" We ran 
up till we were opposite to it, and soon afterwards 
we got into it, and cast anchor. 

U . 
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Dr. Johnson had all this time been quiet and un- 
concerned. He had lain down on one of the beds, 
and having got free from sickness, was satisfied - 
The truth is, he knew nothing of the danger we 
were in : but, fearless and unconcerned, might have 
said, in the words which he has chosen for the motto 
to his Rambler i 

Quo me cunque rapit tempestas, deferor hospes*. 

Once, during the doubtful consultations, he asked 

whither we were going ; and upon being told that it 

was not certain whether to Mull or Col, he cried, 

« Col for my money T — I now went down, with 

Col and Mr. Simpson, to visit him. He was lying 

in philosophick tranquillity with a greyhound of 

CoKs at his back, keeping him warm. Col is quite 

the Juvenis qui gaudet canibus. He had, when we 

left Talisker, two greyhounds, two terriers, a pointer, 

and a large Newfoundland water-dog. He lost one 

of his terriers by the road, but had still five dogs 

with him. I was very ill, and very desirous to get 

to shore. When I was told that we could not land 

that night, as the storm had now increased, I looked 

so miserably, as Col afterwards infoftned me, that 

what Shakspeare has made the Frenchman say of the 

English soldiers, when scantily dieted, '' Piteous 

they will look, like drowned mice r might, I believe, 

have been been applied to me. There was in the 

harbour, before us, a Campbell-town vessel, the 

Betty, Kenneth Morrison master, taking in kelp, 

and bound for Ireland. We sent our boat to beg 

beds for two gentlemen, and that the master would 

send his boat, which was larger than ours. He ac- 

♦ For at the tempest drives, I shape inv way. Fraxcis, 
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Cordingly did so, and Col and I were accommodated 
in his vessel till the morning. 

MOXDAY, OCTOBEB 4. 

About eight o'clock we went in the boat to Mr* 
Simpson's vessel, and took in Dr. Johnson. He was 
quite well, though he had tasted nothing but a dish 
of tea since Saturday night. On our expressing some 
surprise at this, he said, that, " when he lodged in 
the Temple, and had no regular system of life, he 
had fasted for two days at a time, during which he 
had gone about vkiting, though not at the hours of 
dinner or supper ; that he had drunk tea, but eaten 
no bread ; that this was no intentional fasting, but 
happened Justin the course of a literary life." 

There was a little miserable publick-house close 
upon the shore, to which we should have gone, had 
we landed last night : but this morning Col resolved 
to take us directly to the house of Captain Lauchlan 
M'Lean, a descendant of his family, who had ac- 
quired a fortune in the East-Indies, and taken a 
farm in Col. We had about an English mile to go 
to it. Col and Joseph, and some others, ran to 
some little horses, called here Shelties, that were 
running wild on a heath, and catched one of them. 
We had a saddle with us, which was clapped upon 
it, and a straw halter was put on its head. Dr. 
Johnson was then mounted, and Joseph very slowly 
and gravely led the horse. I said to Dr. Johnson^ 
*^ I wish, sir, the club saw you in this attitude *." 

%* 

* This curious exhibition may perhaps remind some of iny readers 
of the ludicrous lines^ made^ during Sir Robert Walpole*8 administra- 

U2 
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It was a very heavy rain, and I was wet to til© 
skin. Captain M'Lean had but a poor temporary 
house, or rather hut ; however, it was a very good 
haven to us. There was a blazing peat-fire, and 
Mrs. McLean, daughter of the minister of the pa- 
rish^ got us tea. I felt still the motion of the sea« 
Dr. Johnson said, it was not in imagination^ but a 
continuation of motion on the fluids^ like that of the 
sea itself after the storm is over. 

There were some books on the board which served 
as a chimney-piece. Dr. Johnson took up Burners 
History of his own Times* He said, *' The first part 
of it i one of the most entertaining books in the 
English language ; it is quite dramatick : while he 
went about every where, saw every where, and heard 
every where. . By the first part, I mean so far as it 
appears that Burnet himself was actually engaged ia 
what he has told ; and this may be easily distinguish- 
ed.'' Captain McLean censured Burnet, for his 
high praise of Lauderdale in a dedication^ when he 
shews him in his history to have been so bad a man. 
— Johnson. ** I do not myself think that a man 
should say in a dedication what he could not say in a 
history. However, allowance should me made ; for 
there is a great difference. The known style of a 
dedication is flattery : it professes to flatten There 
is the same difference between what a man says in a 
dedication, and what he says, in a history, as between 
a lawyer's pleading a cause, and reporting it." 

tion, on Mr. George (afterwards Lord) LyiteltoD, though the figom 
of the two personages must be allowed to be very diifertnt : 

" But who is this astride the pony; 

*' So long, so lean, so lank, so bony \ 

•* Dat be dc great ordtox, Littletooy." 
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Tlie day passed away pleasantly enough. The 
wittd became fair for Mull in the evening, and Mr. 
Simpson resolved to sail next morning : but having 
been thrown into the island of Col, we were unwil- 
ling to leave it unexamined, especially as we consi- 
dered that the Campbell-town vessel would sail for 
Mull in a day or two, and therefore we determined 
to 9tay^ 

TtTESDAY, OCTOBER 5. 

I rose, and wrote my Journal till about nine ; 
3nd then went to Dr. Johnson, who sat up in bed 
3nd talked and laughed. I said, it was curious to 
look back ten years, to the time when we first 
thought of visiting the Hebrides. How distant and 
improbable the scheme then appeared ! Yet here 
we were actually among them.^-T^" Sir, (said he,) 
people may come to do any thing almost, by talk- 
ing of it. I really believe, I could talk myself into 
building a house upon island Isa, though I should 
probabiy never come back again to see it. I could 
easily persuade Reynolds to do it ; and there would 
be no great sin in persuading him to do it. Sir, he 
would reason thus : * What will it cost me to be 
there once in two or three summers? — Why, per- 
haps, five hundred pounds; and what is that, in 
comparison of having a fine retreat, to which a man 
€:an go, or to which he can send a friend ?' He 
would never find out that he may have this within 
twenty miles of London.— Then I would tell him, 
that he may marry one of the Miss M'Leod's, a lady 
of great family. — Sir, it is surprising how people 
will go to a distance for what they may have at 
(loiQe* I knew a lady who came up from Lincoln-* 
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shire to Knightsbridge with one of her daughter?, 
and gave five guineas a week for a lodging and a 
warm bath ; that is, mere warm water. That, you 
know, could not be had in Lincolnshire ! She said, 
it was made either too hot or too cold there.'* 

After breakfast, Dr. Johnson and I, and Joseph, 
mounted horses, and Col and the Captain walked 
with us about a short mile across the island. We 
paid a visit to the Reverend Mr. Hector M'Lean. 
His parish consists of the islands of Col and Tyr-yi. 
He was about seventy-seven years of age, a decent 
ecclesiastick, dressed in a full suit of black clothes, 
and a black wig. He appeared like a Dutch pastor, 
or one of the assembly of divines at Westminster. 
Dr. Johnson observed to me afterwards, " that he 
was a fine old man, and was as well-dressed, and 
had as much dignity in his appearance as the dean 
of a cathedral/* We were told, that he had a valu- 
able library, though but poor acommodation for it, 
being obliged to keep his books in large chests. I 
was curious to see him and Dr. Johnson together. 
Neither of them heard very distinctly ; so each of 
them talked in his own way, and at the same time. 
Mr. McLean said, he had a confutation of Bayle, 
iby Leibnitz.-^JoHNsoN. " A confutation of Bayle, 
sir ! What part of Bayle' do you mean ? The great- 
est part of his writings is not confutable : it is his- 
torical and critical." — Mr. M'Lean said, " the ir- 
religious part;" and proceeded to talk of Leib- 
nitz's controversy with Clarke, calling Leibnitz a 
great man. — Johnson, "Why, sir, Leibnitz per- 
sisted in affirming that Newton called space sensori- 
um numinisy notwithstanding he was corrected, and 
desired to observe that Newton's words were auASi 
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^ensorium numinis. No, sir ; Leibnitz was ae paltry 
a fellow as I know. Oat of respect to Queen Ca- 
roline, who patronised him^ Clarke treated him too 
well/' 

During the time that Dr. Johnson was thus go- 
ing on, the old minister was standing with his back 
to the fire, cresting up erect, pulling down the front 
of his periwig, and talking what a great man Leib- 
nitz was. To give an ideci of the scene, wpuld re- 
quire a page with two columns ; but it ought ra- 
ther to be represented by two good players. The 
old gentleman said, Clarke was very wicked, for 
going so much into the Arian system. " I will not 
say he was wicked, said Dr. Johnson ; he might be 
mistaken." — McLean. " He was wicked, to shut 
his eyes against the Scriptures ; and worthy men in 
England have since confuted him to all intents and 
purposes."— Johnson. " 1 know not who has con- 
futed him to all intents and purposes^ — Here again 
there was a double talking, each continuing to 
maintain his own argument^ without hearing exactly 
what the other said. 

I regretted that Dr. Johnson did not practise the 
art of accommodating himself to different sorts of 
people. Had he been softer with this venerable old 
man, we might have had more conversation ; but 
his forcible spirit, and impetuosity of manner, may 
be said to spare neither sei^ nor age. I have seen 
even Mrs. Thrale stuniled ; but 1 have often inain- 
tained, that it is better he should retain his own 
manner* Pliability of address I conceive to be in- 
consistent with that majestick power of mind which 
he possesses, and which produces such noble effects* 
A lofty oak will not bend like a supple willow^ 
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He told me afterwards, he liked firmness in an 
old man, and was pleased to see Mr. McLean so 
orthodox. " At his age, it is too late for a man 
to be asking himself questions as to his belief." 

We rode to the northern part of the island, where 
we saw the ruins of a church or chapel. We then 
proceeded to a place called Grissipol, or the rough 
Pool. 

At Grissipol we found a good farm house, be- 
longing to the Laird of Col, and possessed by Mr. 
M^Sweyn. On the beach here there is a singular 
variety of curious stones. I picked up one very 
like a small cucumber. By the by, Dr. Johnson 
told me, that Gay*s Line in the Beggars Opera, 
*' As men should serve a cucumber," &c. has no 
waggish meaning, with reference to men flinging 
away cucumbers as too coolings which some have 
thought ; for it has been a common saying of phy- 
sicians in England, that a cucumber should be well 
sliced, and dressed with pepper and vinegar, and 

then thrown out, as good for nothing. Mn 

M^Sweyn's predecessors had been in Sky from a 
very remote period, upon the estate belonging to 
M'Leod; probably before M'Leod had it. The 
name is certainly Norwegian, from Siieno, I^ing of 
Norway. The present Mr. M'Sweyn left Sky upon 
the late M*Leod's raising his rents. He then got 
this farm from Col. 

He appeared to be near fourscore ; but looked 
as fresh, and was as strong as a man of fifty. His 
son Hugh looked older ; and, as Dr. Johnson ob- 
served, had more the manners of an old man than 
he. I had often heard of such instances, but never 
^aw one before. Mrs. M'Sweyn was a decent ol4 
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gentlewoman. She was dressed in tartan, and could 
speak nothing but Erse. She said, she taught Sir 
James McDonald Erse, and would teach me soon. 
I could now sing a verse of the song HatyinfoanCeri^ 
made in honour of Allan, the famous Captain of 
Clanranald, who fell at Sherrif-muir ; whose ser- 
vant, who lay on the field watching his master's 
dead body, being asked next day who that was, an- 
swered, " He was a man yesterday." 

We were entertained here with a primitive hearti- 
ness. Whiskey was served round in a shell, accord- 
ing to the ancient Highland custom. Dr. Johnson 
would not partake of it; but, being desirous to do 
honour to the modes " of other times/' drank some 
water out of the shelU 

In the forenoon Dr. Johnson said, *' it would re- 
quire great resignation to live in one of these 
islands." — Boswell. ** I don't know, sir ; I have 
felt myself at times in a state of almost mere physi- 
cal existence, satisfied to eat, drink, and sleep, and 
walk about, and enjoy my own thoughts; and I 
can figure a continuation of this."*— Johnson. ** Ay, 
sir ; but if you were shut up here, your own thoughts 
would torment you. You would think of Edin- 
burgh or London^ and that you could not be 
there.*' 

We set out after dinner for Breacacha^ the family 
seat of the Laird of Col, accompanied by the young 
laird, who had now got a horse, and by the 
younger^Mr. M'Sweyn, whose wife had gone thither 
before us, to prepare every thing for our reception, 
the laird and his family being absent at Aberdeen. 
Jt is called Breacachaj or the Spotted Field, because 
\n summer it is enamelled with clover and daisies^ 
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as young Col told me. We passed by a place where 
there is a very large stone, I may call it a rock ;— • 
" a vast weight for Ajax." The tradition is, that a 
giant threw such another stone at his mistress, up 
to the "top of a hill, at a small distance ; and that 
she in return, threw this mass down to hin^. It 
was all in sport. 

Malo roe petit lasciva paella. 

As we advanced, we catne to a large extent of 
plain ground. I had not seen such . a place for a 
long time. Col and I took a gallop upon it by way 
of race. It was very refreshing to me, after having 
been so long taking short steps in hilly countries. 
It was like stretching a man's legs after being 
cramped in a short bed. We also passed close by a 
large eitent of sand-hills, near two miles square. 
Dr. Johnson said, *' he never had the image before. 
It was horrible, if barrenness and danger could be 
so." I heard him, after we were in the house of 
Breacacha, repeating to himself, as he walked about 
the room, 

" And sroother'd in the dusty whirlwind, dies/' 

Probably he had been thinking of the whole of the 
simile in Cato, of which that is the concluding line; 
the sandy desart had struck him so strongly. The 
sand has of late been blown over a good deal of 
meadow ; and the people of the island say, that 
their fathers remembered much of the space which is 
now covered with sand, to have been under tillage. 
Col's house is situated on a bay called Breaeacha 
Bay. We found here a neat new-built gentleman'^ 
house^ better than any we had been in since we 
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were at Lord Errol's. Dr. Johnson relished it much 
at first, but soon remarked to me, that " there was 
nothing becoming a Chief about it : it was a mere 
tradesman's box/' He seemed quite at home, and no 
longer found any difficulty in using the Highland 
address ; for as soon as we arrived, he said, with a 
spirited fanjiliarity, " Now, Col, if you could get 
us a dish of tea." — Dr. Johnson and I had each an 
excellent bed-chamber. We had a dispute which 
of us had the best curtains. His were rather, the 
best, being of linen ; but I insisted that my bed had 
the best posts, which was undeniable. " Well, (said 
he,) if you have the best Jbo^^^, we will have you tied 
to them and whipped." — I mention this slight cirr 
cumstance, only to shew how ready he is, even in 
mere trifles, to get the better of his antagonist, by 
placiug him in a ludicrous view. I have known him 
sometimes use the same art, when hard pressed in se* 
rious disputation. Goldsmith, I remember, to reta- 
liate for many a severe defeat which he has suffered 
from him, applied to him a lively saying in one of 
Gibber's comedies, which puts this part of his cha- 
racter in a strong light. — ** There is no arguing 
with Johnson; for, if his pistol misses ^re, he knocks 
you down with the but end qfit.*^ 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6. 

After a sufficiency of sleep, we assembled at break- 
fast. We were just as if in barracks. Every body 
was master. We went and viewed the old castle 
of Col, which is not far from the present house, 
near the shore, and founded on a rock. It has 
never been a large feudal residence, and has nothing 
about it that requires a particular descripj:;on. Like 
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other old inconvenient buildings of the same age, it 
eiLen>p]ified Gray's picturesque lines^ 

'* Huge windows that exclade the light, 
*' And passages that lead to nothing,*' 



It may however be worth mentioning, that on the 
second story we saw a vault, which was, and still is, 
the family prison. There was a woman put into it 
by the laird, for theft, within these ten years ; and 
any offender would be confined there yet ; for, from 
the necessity of the thing, as the island is remote 
from any power established by law, the laird must 
exercise his jurisdiction to a certain degree. 

We were shewn, in a corner of this vault, a hole, 
into which Col said greater criminals used to be put. 
It was now filled up with rubbish of different kinds. 
He said, it was of a great depth. ^* Ay, (said Dr. 
Johnson, smiling,) all such places, that arejilled up^ 
were of a great depth.'* He is' very quick in shewing 
that he does not give credit to careless or exaggerated 
accounts of things. After seeing the castle, we 
looked at a small hut near it. It is called Teisrh 
Franchich, t. e. the Frenchman's House. Col could 
not tell us the history of it. A poor man with a 
wife and children now lived in it. We went into it, 
and Dr. Johnson gave them some charity. There 
was but one bed for all the family, and the hut was 
very smoky. When he came out, he said to me, 
** El hoc secundum senientiam pfiilosophorum est esse 
beaius^ — Boswell. " The philosophers, when they 
placed happiness in a cottage, supposed cleanliness 
and no smoke." — Johnson. " Sir, they did not 
tluuk about either." 
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We walked a little in tlie laird^s garden, in which 
endeavours have been used to rear some trees ; but, 
as soon as they got above the surrounding wall, they 
died. Dr. Johnson recommended sowing the seeds 
of hardy trees, instead of planting. 

Col and I rode out this morning, and viewed a 
part of the island. In the coarse of our ride, we 
saw a turnip-field, which he had hoed with his own ' 
hands. He first introduced this kind of husbandry 
into the Western islands. We also looked at an 
appearance of lead, which seemed very promising. 
It has been long known ; for I found letters to the 
late laird, from Sir John Areskine and Sir Alexander 
Murray, respecting it. 

After dinner came Mr. McLean, of Corneck, 
brother to Isle of Muck, who is a cadet of the 
family of Col. He possesses the two ends of Col, 
which belong to the Duke of Argyll. Corneck had 
lately taken a lease of them at a very advanced rent, 
rather than let the Campbells get a footing in the 
island, one of whom had offered nearly as much as 
he. Dr. Johnson well observed, that, " landlords 
err much when they calculate merely what their 
land may yield. The rent must be in a proportion- 
ate ratio of what the land may yield, and of the 
power of the tenant to make it yield. A tenant 
cannot make by his land, but according to the corn 
and cattle which he has. Suppose you should give 
him twice as much land as he has, it does him no 
good, unless he gets also more stock. It is clear 
then, that the Highland landlords, who let their 
substantial tenants leave them, are infatuated ; for 
the poor small tenants cannot give them good rents, 
from the very nature of things. They have not the 
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means of raising more from their farms." Corneck, 
Dr. Johnson said, was the most distinct man that he 
had met with in these isles; he did not shut his eyes, 
or put his fingers in his ears, which he seemed to 
think was a good deal the mode with most of the 
people whom we have seen of late. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7- 

Captain M'Lean joined us this morning at break- 
fast. There came on a dreadful storm of wind and 
rain, which continued all day, and rather increased 
at night. The wind was directly against our get- 
ting to Muir. We were in a strange state of ab- 
striiction from the world : we could neither hear 
from our friends, nor write to them. Col had 
brought Daille on the Faikej's, Lucas on Happiness^ 
and More*s Dialogues^ from the Reverend Mr. 
McLean's, and Burnet's History of his own Times, 
from Captain McLean's ; and he had of his own 
some books of farming, and Gregory's Geometry. 
Dr. Johnson read a good 'deal of Burnet, and of 
Gregory, and I observed he made some geometrical 
notes in the end of his pocket-book. • I read a little 
of Young's Six Weeks Tour through the Southern 
Counties ; and Ovid's Epistles, which I had bought 
at Inverness, and which helped to solace many a 
weary hour. 

We were to have gone with Dr. Johnson this 
morning to see the mine ; but were prevented by 
the storm. While it was raging, he said, " We 
may be glad we are not damnati ad metallaJ*^ 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8. 

Dr. Johnson appeared to-day very weary of our 
present confined situation. He said, ^* I want to be 
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on the main land, and go on with existence. This 
is a waste of life." 

I shall here insert, without regard to chronology, 
some of his conversation at different tinnes. 

** There was a man some time ago, who was well 
received for two years, among the gentlemen of 
Northamptonshire, by calling himself my brother. 
At last he grew so impudent as by his influence to 
get tenants turned out of their farms. Allen the 
Printer, who is of that county, came to me, asking, 
with much appearance of doubtfulness, if I had 
a brother; and upon being assured I had none 
alive, he told me of the imposition, and imme- 
diately wrote to the country, and the fellow was 
dismissed. It pleased me to hear that so much was 
got by using my name. It is not every name that 
can carry double ; do both for a man's self and his 
brother (laughing). I should be glad to see the 
fellow. However, I could have done nothing 
against him, A man can have no redress for his 
name being used, or ridiculous stories being told 
of him in the news- papers, except he can shew that 
he has suffered damage. — Some years ago a foolish 
piece was published, said to be written by S. John-- 
son.'' Some of my friends wanted me to be very 
angry about this. I said, it would be in vain; 
for the answer would be, * S. Johnson may be Simon 
Johnson, or Simeon Johnson, or Solomon Johnson f 
and even if the full name, Samuel Johnson, had been 
used, it might be said ; ' it is not you ; it is a much 
cleverer fellow.' 

** Beauclerk and I, and Langton, and Lady 
Sydney Beauclerk, mother to our friend, were one 
day driving in a coach by Cnper's Gardens, which 
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were then unoccupied. I^ in sport, proposed that 
Beauclerk and Langton, and myself should take 
them ; and we amused ourselves with scheming how 
we should all do our parts. Lady Sydney grew 
angry, and said, ' an old man should not put such 
things in young people's heads/ She had no notion 
of a joke, sir ; had come late into life, and had a 
mighty unpliable understanding. 

** Cartels Life of the Duke of Ormond is considered 
^s a book of authority ; but it is' ill-written. The 
matter is diffused in too many words ; there is no 
animation, no compression, no vigour. Two good 
volumes in duodecimo might be made out of the two 
in folio.'* 

Talking of our confinement here, I observed, that 
our discontent and impatience could not be consi- 
dered as very unreasonable ; for that we were just 
in the state of which Seneca complains so grievously, 
while in exile in Corsica. " Yes, (said Dr. Johnson^ 
and he was not farther from home than we are." 
The truth is, he was much nearer. 

There was a good ^Jeal of rain to-day, and the 
wind was still contrary. Corneck attended me, 
while I amused myself in examining a collection of 
papers belonging to the family of Col. The first laird 
was a younger son of the Chieftain McLean, and 
got the middle part of Col for his patrimony. Dr. 
Johnson having given a very particular account of 
the connection between this family and a branch of 
the family of Camerons, called M*Lonich, i shall 
only insert the following document, (which I found 
in Col's cabinet,) as a proof of its continuance, even 
to a late period : 
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TO THB LAiAD OF COL. 
^* DEAR SIR^ 

'^ TrtB long-standing tr^ct of firm afFec* 
tionate friendship *twixt your worthy predecessors 
and orirs affords us such. assurance, as that we may 
have full relyance on your favour and undoubted 
friendship, .in recommending the bearer^ Ewen Ca- 
meron, our cousin, son to the deceast Dugall 
M^Connill of Ihnermaillie, sometime in Glenpean^ 
to your favour and conduct, who is a man of un- 
doubted honesty and discretion, only that he has the 
misfortune of being alledged to have been accessory 
to the killing of one of M*Martin*s family about 
fourteen years ago, upon vbich alledgeance the 
M'Martins are now so sanguine on revenging, that 
they are fully resolved for the deprivation of his 
life ; to the preventing of which you are relyed on 
by us, as the only fit instrument, and a most capa- 
ble person. Therefore yoa; favour and protection 
is expected and intreated, during his good beha- 
viour; and failing of which beliaviour, you*ll 
please to use him as a most insignificant person 
deserves. 

^* Sir, he had, upon the alledgeance aforesaid, 
been transported, at Lochiel*s desire, to France, to 
gratify the M'Martins, and upon his return home, 
about five years ago, married : But now he is so 
much threatened by the M'Martins, that he is not 
secure enough to stay where he is, being Ardmur« 
chan, which occasions this trouble to you. Wish- 4 
ing prospetity and happiness to attend still yourself^ 

X 
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iirfe but three considerable tacksmen en Cofs part of 
the iisland : the rest is let to small tenants^ some of 
^om pay so low a rent as four, three, or even two 
^ineas. The highest is seven pounds, paid by a 
firmer, whose son goes yearly oh foot to Aberdeen 
fbr education, and in summer returns, aiid acts as 
k school -master in GoL Dr. Johnson said, '* There 
h something noble in a young man*s walking two 
hundred miles and back again, every year, for the 
sake of teaming/' 

I'his day a number of people came to Col, with 
complaints of each others' trespasses. Comeck, to 
prevent their being troublesome, told them, that the 
lawyer from Edinburgh was here, and if they did 
«ot agree, he wouldtake them to task. They were 
alarmed at this ; said, they had never been lised to 
go to law, and hoped Col would settle matters him- 
aelf.— In the evening Corheck left usw 

SATURDAY, OCTOBBR Q. 

As, in our present confinement, any thing that 
Kad even the name of curious was an object of at- 
tention, I proposed that Col should shew me. the 
freat stone, mentioned in a former page, as having 
een' thrown by a eiant to the top of a mountain. 
Dr. Johnson^ who did not like to be left alone, sam 
he would apcpmpany us as far ps riding was pracu- 
cable. We nscended a part of ihe hill on horseback, 
and CoUnd. I. scrambled up the rest. A servant 
led our horses, and Pr. Johnson placed himself oo 
the ground, with his back against a Targe fragment 
of rock. The wind being high, he let down the 
cocks of his hat, and tied it with his handkerchief 
pnder his chin; * While we were * employed irt o\> 
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mining the etomt which did ^ot riepay Q»r troahle^ 
ip geitmg tQ it) he amused himself with reading ^aia* 
k^r 0n Lots and an ike Christian Wdtch^sk very learned 
boodt) of the last age, which had bee.D £oui)d in the^ 
garret of CoFs house, and which he sand waa a trea* 
siiTQ here. When we descried him from above^ hm 
had a most eremitical appearance ; and on our re-» 
turn told ua, he had b^en so much engaged by Gata- 
i^er^ that be bad never missed us. His avidity for 
wiety of books, while we were in Col* waa fre-f 
qu€ntly expressed ; and he often complained that $o 
few w^re within his reach. Upon which I observed 
to him« that it was strange be should complain of 
want of booksi when he could at any tico^ inake 
such good ones. 

We neKt proceeded to the lead mipe. In our w^ 
\v« came lo a strand of same extent, where we wer^ 
glad to take a gallop, in which my learned friend 
joiped with great alacrity. Dr. Jobnsop, itiounted 
on a large bay mare without shoes, aud follQwed by 
a foaly which had some difficulty in keeping, up with 
bim, was a isinguUir spectacle. 

After exaaiining the mioe, we r.etorQed through 
a very uncouth district, full of sand hiUs; dowm 
^bich, thodgh appareQt precipices^ our horsea carr 
lied us with safety, the sand always gently sliding 
9way from their feet. Vestigea of houses .wei^ 
pointed out to us, which Col, and two others wha 
had joiived us,, asserted had been overwhelmed with 
sand blown over them* But, <hi going close to on^ 
of theitii Dr. Johnson shewed the absurdity of the 
notion, by remarking, that *^ it was evideutly only a 
house abandoned, tbe stones of which had been takea 
away for other purposes ; for the large stones, which 
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form the lower part of the walls^ were bUII standing 
higher than the sand. If they wette not bl6wn over, 
it was clear nothing higher than they could be blown 
over." This was quite convincing to me ; but it 
made not the least impression on Col and the others, 
who Were not to be ai^gued out of a Highland tra- 
dition. ' 

We did not sit down to dinner till between six 
and sevep. We lived plentifully here, and had a 
true welcome. In such a season good firing was of 
no small importance. The peatK were excellent, 
and burned cheerfully. Those at Dunvegan, which 
were damp, Dr. Johnson called " a sullen fael."— 
Here a Scottish phrase was singularly applied to 
him. One of the company having remarked that 
he had gone out on a stormy evening, and brought 
in a supply of peats from the stack, old Mr. 
M'Sweyn said, " that was main honest !" 

Blenheim being occasionally mentioned, be told 
me he had never seen it : he had not gone formerly; 
and be would not go. now, just as a common specta- 
tor, for his money : he'would notput it in the power 
of some man about the Duke of Marlboroagh 
to say, ^ Johnsen was here; I knew him, but I took 
IK) notice of him.* He said, he should be very glaJ 
to see it, if projJerly invited, which in ail probability 
.^ould never be the base, as it was not worth bis 
•while to seek for it.-?— I observed, tl^it he might be 
easily introduced there by a common friend of ourSi 
nearly related to the duke. He answered, with an 
uncomtcion attention to delicacy of feeling, " I doubt 
whether our friend be on such a footing with the 
duke as to carry any body there ; and I would not 



TO THE HEBRIDES* 31$ 

j^ve him the unewness of seeing that I knew he was 
not^ or even of being himself reminded of it/* 

SVJ!tJ>XY, OCTOBER 10* 

There Was ' this day the most terrible storm of 
wind and ram that I ever remember. It made ^uth 
an awfol impression on us all, as to produce, finr 
aorpe time, a l^ind of dismal quietness in the house« 
The day was passed without much conversation; 
only, upon my observing that there must be some- 
thing bad in a man s mind, who does not like to 
give leases to his tenants, but wishes to keep them 
in a perpetual wretched dependance on his will, Dr« 
Johnson said, ' ^^ You are right : it is a man's duty 
to extend comfort and security among as many peo- 
ple as he can. He should not wi&h to have his te- 
nants mere £/>Aemtfr^,— mere beings of an hour,^ 
— BoswELL.* ^^ But, sir, if they have leases, is there 
not some danger that they may grow insolent ? I 
YjemembeF you yourself once told me^ an English 
tenant was so independent, that, if provoked, he 
would throto his rent at his landlord/' — ^Johnson. 
f^ Depend upon it, sir, it is the Iandlord*s own faulty 
if it is thrown at him. A man may always keep 
his tenants in dependence enough, though they have 
leases. He must be a good tenant indeed, who will 
not fall behind in his rent, if his landlord will let 
him ; and if he does fall behind, his landlord has 
him at his mercy. Indeed, the poor man is alwaya 
much at the mercy of the rich; no matter whether 
landlord or tenant. If the tenant lets his landlord 
have a little rent before*hand, or has lent him mo- 
ney, then the landlord is in his power. There can- 
not be a greater man than a tenant who has lent 
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Money to his landlord ; £or he hn under Bobfectioi^ 
the very man to whom he sfaoidd be auljQOte^.'^ 

MOKDAY, OCTDIBX 11* 

We had some days ago engaged tfae-CraipbdI«* 
town vessel to carry us to Mull^ from the harbour' 
where she lay. The morning was line, and iJde wind 
Mr and moderate ; 6o we hoped at langth to get 
away. 

-' Mrs. * M^Sweyn, who officiated as eur landlady 
here, had never been on the^ main land. Qa hear- 
ing this. Dr. Johnson totd lo oae, before h^» ^' That 
is rather foe^iig behind*-hand with life. I woiJd at 
least goand see Glendg."— fifOSWEi.L. " Yottyourad/^ 
str, have never seen, till now, any thing .hvt your 
native island. — Johnsok* ^* But, air, by^aeekig Lon- 
don, 1 have seen as mudi of life as the Wforid can 
shew.'*— Bos WELL. " You have not seen Pekia.**— 
Johnson. ^^ What is Pekin ? Ifen thouawd hoa^ 
doners would drive all the people of PekriB : tfaNBy 
would drive them like deer.** 

We set out about eleven for the hacbmr ; but, 
before we reached it, so violent a atorm caflK on, 
that we were obliged again to take afaelter in the 
house t!>f Captain M'Lean^ where ive dinad^ and 
passed the night. 

TUESDAT, 0C70EBm 1% 

After breakfast, we made a' seoond attempt rto 
get to the harbour; but another storm soon coo* 
vinced us that it would be in vain. Captain M^Jlean's 
house being in some confusion, on «oooBnt of Mis. 
McLean being expected to lie-in, we resolved to go 
to Mr. M*Sweyn*s, where we arrived very wet, •&* 
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ti^aei^ and kimgry^ In this ^tuatibn; ' v/t wem 
somewhat disconc^ted by bemg told that we 'ehoidd 
have no dinner till late in the evening, bot should 
h$,v6 tea in the mean time. Dr. Jbhneon c^:)po^ 
this arrangement % but they persisted^ and he took 
the tea very readily. He «aid to me afterwardai 
*^ You must consider, sir, a dinner here is a matter 
of great consequence. It is a thing to ht fintfi 
planned^ and then Executed. I suppose the nftottoa 
tiras brought some miles off, from some place whem 
they knew there was a sheep killed.'* 
- Talking of the good people with' whom*we were^ 
he said, '^ Life has not got at alt forward by a ge& 
neration in M'Sweyn's family ; for the son is exactly 
formed upon the father. What the father saytf, 
the son 8a)iB ; and ivrhat the father looks, the soa 
looks." 

There being little conversation to-night, I mtnt 
«yideavour to recoHect what I may have omitted on 
former occa^ons^-~When I boasted, at Rasay, of 
my independency of spirit, and that I could not bt 
bribed, he said, *^ Yes, you mvjr be bribed by fiat^ 
tery."— — At the Reverend Mr. McLean's, Df. 
Johnson asked him, if the people of Col had any 
mpetstitions. He said, ^* No.'* The cutting peats 
0t the increase of the moon was jnentioned as one; 
but he wk)uld not allow it, saying, it was not a su^ 
perstition, but m whim. Dr^ Johnson would not 
admit the distinction. There were many superstk 
tions, he maintained, not connected with religion ; 
and this was one of tl>em,*— — On Mondav we had 
a dispute at the Captain's, whether sand-hills could 
be fixed down by art.' Dr. Johnson said, " How 
the devil can you do it V but instantly cofrected 
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bimself, ^ How can you do it V * I ne^er before 
heard bim use a phrase of that nature. 

He has particularitks which it is impossible (o 
explain. He never wears a night-cap^ as I have 
^keady mentioned ; but he puts a handkerchief on 
)iis be^ in the night. — The day that we left Ta- 
li$k.er, be bade us ride on» He then turned the 
head of his horse back towards Talisker, stopped for 
aome time ; then wheeled round to the same direction 
with ours, and then came briskly after us. He sets 
open a window in the coldest day or night, and stands 
^ore it It may do with his constitution ; but 
roost people, amongst \ whom I am one^ would say^ 
vrith the frogs in the fable, '^ This may be sport to 
jou ; but it is death to us/' — It is in vain to try to 
jind a meaning in every one of his particularities^ 
which ^ I suppose, are mere habits, contracted by 
chance ; of which every man has some that are more 
0r less remarkable. His speaking to himself, or 
rather repeating, is a common habit with studioius 
jnen accustomed to deep thinking ; and, in conse* 
^uence of their being thus rapt, they will even laugh 
.by tlxemselves, if the subject which they are musing 
on is a merry one. Dr« Johnson is often uttering 
pious ejaculations, when he appears' to be talking to 
himself; for sometimes his voice grows stronger^ 
und parts of the Lord*s Prayer are beard. I have sat 
beside him with more than ordinary revereiice on such 
occasions *. 

. In our Tour, I observed that he was disgusted 
whenever he met with coarse manners. He said to 

* It is remarkable, that Pr. JohnsAn should have read this ac« 
^unt of sotne of his own peculiar habits, without saying any thin^ 
.AQ.lhe sul>ject^ which I hoped he would have done. 
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tne^ ^* I know not how it is, but I cannot bear low 
life : and I find others, who have lis good a right as. 
I to be fastidious, bear it better, by having mixed* 
more with different sorts of men. You would think 
that I havie mixed pretty well too.*V 

He read this day a rood deal of my Jourml, 
written in a small book with which he had supplied 
me, and was pleased^ for he said, .^^ I wish thy books 
were twice aa big/* He helped me to fill up blanks 
which I haid left in first writing it, when I was nol 
quite sure of what he had said, and he corrected any 
mistakes that I had made. ^' They call me a scholar, 
(said he,)' and yet how very little literature is there 
in my conversation/* — ^Boswsll. " That, sir, must 
be according to your company. You would not 
give literature to those who cannot taste it« Stay^ 
till we meet Lord Elibank/* 

We had at last a good dinner, or rather supper, 
and were very well satisfied with our entertain- 
ment. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13. 

Col called me up, with intelligence tbnt it was a 
good day for a passage to Mull ; and just as we. 
rose, a sailor from the vessel arrived for us. We 
got all ready with dispatch. Dr. Johnson was dis- 
pleased at my bustling, and walking quickly up and 
down. He said, *^ It does not hasten us a bit. Ic 
is getting on horseback in a ship. All boys do it ? 
and you are longer a boy than others." He himself 
has no alertness, or whatever it may be called ; so 
he may dislike it, as Oderunt hilarem tristes. 

Before we reached the harbour, the wind grew 
high again. However, the small boat was waiting 
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and took us oa bcsii«d. We remained for acme tioie 
in unoertiinty what ta do : at last il was determined^ 
that, as a good part of the day was over, and it was 
daagbrous to be. at aea at night, in . such a vesael^ 
and such weather, we should not sail till the morn- 
ing tide^ when the wind would probably be afiore 
gentle^ We resolved not to go ashore again, but 
lie here in readiness. Dr. Johnson and I had each a 
bed in the cabin. Col sat at the fire in the fore- 
castle, with the captain, and Joseph, and the rest. 
I eat some dry oatmeal, of which I found a barrel ta 
the cabin. I had not done this since I was a boy. 
Pr. Johnson owned that he too was fond of it when 
a boy ; a circumstance which I was highly pleased to 
bear from him, as it gave me an opportunity of 
observing that, notwithstanding his joke on the arti* 
cle of OATS, hewds himself a proof that this kind 
of food was not pecoliar to the people of Scotland. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14. 

When Dr. Johnson awaked this morning, he 
called, " Lanky /" having, I suppose, been thinking 
of Langton ; but corrected himself instantly, and 
cried, ** BozzyT He has a way of contracting the 
names of his friends. Goldsmith feels hixnaelf so 
important now, as to be displeased at it. I remember 
one day, when Tom Davies was telling tiiat Dr. 
Johnson said, '* We are all in labour for a name to 
Goldys play,*' Goldsmith cried, ^' I hav« often de* 
sired him not to call me Goldy^ 

Between six and seven we hauled our anchor, and 
set sail with a fair breeze; and, after a pleasant 
voyage, we got safdy and agreeably into the bar* 



TO THE HEBHTDRSL \ 9tf 

boar of TV>bermori6, Wore'tbe wind rbae, \yhtcb iT 
$imay9 has done^ for souiq days, about noon« 

Tobermorie is an excellent harbour. An iftlaad 
Hes before it, and it is surrounded by a hilly theatre, 
^e island is too low, otherwise this would be <f oite 
a eecure ^ort ; but^ the island not being a ati^icieat 
^teetion, some storms blow very hard here. Not 
long ago^ fifteen vessels were blown from their 
moorings^ There are sometimes sixty or seventy 
sail heret to-day there were twelve or fourteeq 
vessels^ To see such a fleet was the next thing to 
ieeing a town. The vessels were from dtfienent 
places ; Clyde, Campbell town, Newcastle, &c 
One was returning to Lancaster from Hamburgh^ 
After having been shut up so long in Col, the sight 
of such an assemblage of moving habitations, coti«^ 
taining such a variety of people, engaged in diffe* 
fetit pursuits, gave me much gaiety of spirit. When 
we had landed, Dr« Johnson said, ^* Boswell is now 
all alive* He is like Antaeus ; he gets new vigour 
whenever he touches the ground.'* — I went to tiie 
top of a hill fronting the harbour, from whence I 
had a good view of it. We had here a tolerable inn* 
Dr. Johnson had owned to me this morning, that be 
was out of humour. Indeed, he shewed it a good 
deal in the ship ; for when I was expressing my joy 
on the prospect of our landing in Mull, he said, he 
had no joy, when he recollected that it would be jSve 
days before he should get to the main land. I was 
afraid he would now take a sudden resolution to give 
tip seeing IcoimkilL A dish of tea, and some good 
bread and butter, did him service, and his bad hu- 
mour went off. I -told him, that I was diverted to 
hear all the people whom he had visited in our Tour^ 
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«y, ^^ Honest man/ he^s pleated with every ihmgl 
he's always content ?'* — *^ Little do they know/* said 
I. He laughed, and said^ ^< You rogue T* 

We sent to hire horsea to carry us across thtf 
island of Mull to the shore opposite to Incfakenneth^ 
the residence of Sir Allan McLean, node to young. 
Co]» and Chief of the McLeans, to whose house w& 
intended to go the next day* Our friend Col went to 
visit his aunt, the wife of Dr. AlexanderM'LeaUf ft 
physician, who lives about a mile from Tobermorie^ 

Dr. Johnson and I sat by ourselves at the inn/ 
and talked a good deal. — ^I told himt that I had 
found, in Leandro Alberti*s Description of Itely^ 
much of what Addison has given us in his Remarh *• 
He said, *^ The collection of passages from thft 
Classicks has be. n made. by. another Italiim; it ip^ 
however, impossible to detect a man as a plagiary 
in such a case, because al) who set about making 
such a collection must find the same passi^^ ; but, 
if you find the same; applications in another book^ 
then Addison's learning in his Remarks tumbles 
down. It is a tedious book; and,, if it.w^ere not 
attached to Addison*s previous reputHtion, one 
would not think much of it. Had he written 
nothing else, his name would npt have lived. Addi- 
son does not seem to have gone deep in Italian lite* 
rature : he shews nothing of it in his subsequent 
writings. He shews a great deal of French learn- 
ing.— There is, perhaps, more knowledge circu* 
lated in the French language than in any other. 
There is more original ktiowledge in English.**— r 
•• But the French (said I) have the art of accom* 
modating literature." — Johnson. *^ Yes, sir; we 

* [Sec the Life of Johnsen^ vol. xi. p. 35l« Sth edit.] 
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lidve no such book as Moreri's Dictionary.**— * 
** BoswBLL. ^ Their jina are good." — Johnson. '^ A 
few of them are good ; but we have one book of 
that kind better than any of them ; Selden's Table- 
tali. As to original literature^ the French have a 
couple of tragick poets who go round the worlds 
Racine and Comeilley and one comick poet, Mo- 
Here. — Boswbll. " They have i^enc/on."^— Jornsov. 
** Why, sir, Telemachus is pretty well." — Boswbll. 
** And Fbliaire, sir." — ^Johnson. ** He has not stood 
his trial yet. And what makes Voltaire chiefly cir-^ 
culate is x^oUection ; such as his Universal History.** 
— ^Bdsw BLL. '^ What do you say to the Bishop of 
MeauxF^ — Johnson. " Sir, nobody reads him*." 
— He would not allow Massillon and Bourdaioue to 
go round the world. In general, however, he gave 
the French much praise for their industry^ 

He asked me whether he had mentioned, in any 
of the papers of the Ramfyler, the description in 
Virgil of the entrance into Hell, with an apjilication 
to the press ; *^ for (said he) I do not much re- 
member them." I told him, " No." Upon which 
he repeated it : 

Vestibulnm ante ipsum^ ptimiYque in faucibut orci« 
Loctus et ultrices posuere cabilia Curse ; 
PaHentesque habitant Morbi> trbtisque Senectus^ 
£t metus, et mdesuada Faxnes> et turpis £gestas> 
Terribiles visa formae 5 Lethumque, Laborque f • 

* I take leave to enter my strongest protest aeaiQst this judgement, 
3assnet 1 hold to be one of ^he first luminaries of religion and literature. 
If there are who do not read him, it is full time they should begin. 

f Just in the gate, and in the jaws ef hell. 

Revengeful cares, and sullen sorrows dwell ; 
. And pale diseases, and repitiing age ; 
Want, fear, and famine's uti resisted rage; 
Here toUs and death, and death's half-brother^ sleep. 
Forms terrible to view, their sentry keep. , Drtdik. 

Y 
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<< Now, (said he) almost all Cheae apply exactly to 
an authour ; all these are the ooncomitaQts of a 
printing-bouse/' I proposed to him to dictate an 
essay on it, and offered to write it. He ssidy he 
would not do it then, but perhaps would write one 
at some future period. 

The Sunday evening that we aat by ourselves at 
Ab^xleen, I asked him several particulars of his 
life, from his early years^ which he readily told me; 
and I wrote them down before him. This day I pro- 
ceeded in my inquiries^ also writing them ia bis pre- 
sence. I have them on detached sheets. 1 shall 
collect authentick materials for Thb Lifb or Samubi 
Johnson, LL.D.; and, if I survive him, I sba" 
be one who wjU most &ithfully do honour to his 
noainory. I have now a vast treasure of his conver- 
sation, at different times, since the year 1762, vheo 
I first obtained his acquaintance ; and, by assidaous 
Inquiry, I can make up for not knowing biiD 
sooner*. 

' A Newcastle ship-master, who happened to be 
in the house, intruded himself upon us. He wis 
much in liquor, and talked nonsense about his be- 
ing a man for fVilkea and Liberty^ and against the 
ministry. Dr. Johnson was angry, that '* a fellow 
should come into our company, who was fit for na 
company.*' He left us soon. 

Col returned from his aunt, and told us, she in- 
sisted that we should come to her house that night* 
He introduced to us Mr. Campbell, the Duke of 

* It is no small satisfaction to me to reflect* tbat Dr. JohsMO v» 
this, and, after being apprized of my intention^ corninoiuciicd ^ 
roe,, at subsequent periods, many particulars of his life« which ^ 
hably could not otherwise have been preserved 
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Argy)e*s fector in Tjr--yi. He was a genteel, agree- 
able man. He was going to Inverary, and pro- 
mised to put letters into the post-offioe for us. I 
now found that Dr. Johnson^s desire to get on the 
main land, arose from his anxiety to have an oppor- 
tunity of conveying letters to his friends. 

After dinner, we proceeded to Dr. M'Leaa*s^ 
which was about a mile from our inn. He was 
not at home, but we were received by his lady and 
daughter, who entertained us so well, that Dr. John- 
son seemed quite happy. When we had supped^ 
he asked me to give him some paper to write letters. 
I begged he would write short ones, and not erpa- 
tiat^, as we ought to set off early. He was irritated 
by thisy and said, '^ What must be done>; must be 
done : the thing is past a joke.** — ** Nay, sir, (said 
I,) write as much as you please ; but do not blame 
me, if we are kept six days before we get to the 
main land. Yoti were very impatient in the mom* 
ing: but no sooner do you find yourself in good 
quarters, than you forget that you are to move/* 
I got him paper enough, aud we parted in good 
humour. 

Let me now recollect whatever particulars I have 
omitted. — In the morning I said to him, before we 
landed at Tobermorie, " We shall see Dr. JVl'Lean, 
who has written the History of the McLeans." — 
Johnsok: ** I have no great patience to stay to hear 
the history of the McLeans. I would rather hear 
the History of the Thrales.*'— When on Mull, I 
said, '* Well, sir, this is the fourth of the Hebrides 
that we have been upon." — ^Johnson. " Nay, we 
cannot boast of the number we have seen. We 
thought we should see many more. We thought of 

y2 
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sailing about easily from island to island ; and so we 
should, had we come at a better season ; but we, 
being wise men, thought it would be summer all 
the year where we were. However, sir, we have 
seen enough to give us^ pretty good notion of the 
system of insular life."--^ — 

Let me not forget, that he sometimes amused 
himself with very slight reading ; from which, how- 
ever, his conversation shewed that he contrived to 
extract some benefit. At Captain McLean's he read 
a good jieal in The Charmer ^ a collection of songs. 

FRIDAY^ OCTOBER 15. 

We this morning found that we could aot pro- 
ceed, there being a violent storm of wind and rain, 
and the rivers being impassable. When I expressed 
my discontent at our confinement. Dr. Johnson said, 
" Now that I have had an opportunity of writing 
to the main land, I am in no such haste." I was 
amused with his being so easily satisfied; for the 
truth was, that the gentleman who was to convey 
our letters, as I was - now informed, was not to set 
out for Inverary for some time ; so that it was pro- 
bable we should be there as 5oon as he: however, 
I did not undeceive my friend, but suffered him to 
enjoy his fancy. 

Dr. Johnson asked, in the evening, to see Dr. 
McLean's books. He took down WiWisdeJfdm 
Brutorumy and pored over it a good deal. 

Miss M'Lean produced some Erse poems by John 
M*Lean, who was a famous bard in Mull, and bad 
died only a fe^ years ago. He could neither read 
nor write. She read and translated two of them ; 
one, a kind of elegy on Sir John M'Lean's being 
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obliged to fly his country in 1715 ; another^ a dia- 
logue between two Roman Catholick young ladies^ 
sisters, whether it was better to be a nun or to mar- 
ry • I. could not perceive much poetical imagery in 
the translation. Yet all of our company who under- 
stood Erse^ seemed charmed with the original. — 
There may, perhaps, be some choice of expression, 
and some excellence of arrangement, that cannot be 
shewn in translation. 

After we had exhausted the Erse poems, of which 
Dr. Johnson said nothing, Miss McLean gave us se- 
veral tunes on a spinnet, which, though made so long 
ago, as in 1667, was still very well toned. She 
sung along with it. Dr. Johnson seemed pleased with 
the musick, thdUgh he owns he neither likes it, nor 
has hardly any perception of it. At Mr. M*Pher- 
son's, in Slate, he told us, that '^ he knew a drum 
from a trumpet, and a bagpipe from a guittar, 
which was about the extent of his knowledge of mu- 
sick." — ^To-night he said, that, ** if he had learnt 
musick, he should have been afraid he would have 
<k>ne nothing else but play. It was a method of 
employing the mind without the labour of think- 
ing at all, and with some applause from a man's 
self." 

We had the musick of the bagpipe every day, at 
Armidale, Dunvegan, and Col. Dr. Johnson ap- 
peared fond of it, and used often to stand for some 
time with his ear close to the great drone. 

The penurious gentleman of our acquaintance^ 
formerly alluded to, afforded us a topick of conver- 
sation to-night. Dr. Johnson said, I ought to write 
down a collection of the instances of his narrowness, 
as they almost exceeded belief. Col told us, that 
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O^Kane, the famous Irish harper, was once at that 
g€ntleman*8 house. He could not find in his heart 
to give him any money, but gave him a key 
lor a harp, which was finely ornamented with gold 
and eilver, and wtlh a precious stone, and was il^orth 
eighty or a hundred guineas. He did not know the 
vsdue of it; and when he came to know it, he would 
lain have had it back ; but O^Kane took care that 
he should not. — Johnson. ^^ They exaggerate the 
value ; every body, is so desirous that he should be 
fleeced. I am very willing it should be worth eighty 
or a hundred guineas; but I do not believe it.**«- 
BoswELii. '^M do not think O^Kane was obliged to 
give it back .'•—Johnson. " No, sir. If a man with 
bis eyes open, and without any means used to de- 
ceive him, gives me a thing, I am not to let him 
have it again when he grows wiser. I like to see bow 
avarice defeats itself: how, when avoiding to part 
with money, the miser gives something more valua* 
ble.** — Col said, the gentleman's relations were angry 
at. his giving away the harp-key, for it bad been long 
in the family. — Johnsov. ^' Sir, he values a new 
guinea more than an old friend." 

Col also told us, that the same person having 
come up with a seijeant and twenty men, working 
on the high road, he entered into discourse with the 
Serjeant, and then gave him sixpence for the men 
to drink. The Serjeant a^ed, *' Who is this fel- 
low?** Upon being informed, he said, ** If I had 
known who he was, I should have thrown it in his 
face.*' — Johnson. *^ There is much want of sense in 
all this. He bad no business to speak vith the Ser- 
jeant. He might have been in haste, and trotted on« 
He has not learqt to be a miser : I believe we osust 

6 
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tpke him apptentice.<*--Bo8WBi.L. ^' He would grudge 
giving half a guinea to be taught/^^-^OHKsoir. 
^^ Nfty> sir, .you must teach him gratis. You must 
give him ad opportunity to practise your precepts/' 

Let me now go back, and glean Jokntoniana.-^ 
The Saturday before We sailed from Slate, I sat 
awhile in the afternoon, with Dr. Johnson in his 
room, in a quiet serious fbime, I obsisrved, that 
hardly any man was accurately prepared £Dr dying; but 
almost every one left something undoile, something 
in confttsiott ; that my father, indeed, told me be 
knew one man, (Carlisle of Limekilns,) after whose 
death all his papers were found in exact order ; and 
nothing was omitted in his wilL— Johnsoit. '' Sir, I 
had an uncle who died so ; but such attention re- 
quires gi'eat leisure, and great firmness of mind. 
If one was to think constantly of death, the business 
of life would stand stilL I am no friend to making 
religion appear too hard. Many good people have 
done harm by giving severe notions of it. In the 
same way, as to learning : I never frighten young 
people with difficulties ; on the contrary, I tell them 
that they may very easily get as much as will do very 
well. I do not indeed tell them that they will be 
Bemleys,*' 

The night we rode to CoFs house, I said, ** Lord 
Elibank is probably wondering what has become of 
u8.***-JoHNSOK. '' No, no ; he is not thinking of us.** 
— BoswsLL. *' But recollect the warmth with which 
he wrote. Are we not to believe a man, when he 
says he has a great desire to see another ? Don*t you 
believe that I was very impatient for your coming to 
Scotland ?**-* Johnson, ** Yes, sir ; I believe you 
were; and I was impatient to come to you. A young 
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roan f^ls so^ but seldom an old man/' I howevet 
oonvincedhim that Lord Elibank, who has much of 
the spirit of a young man, might feel so.-^He asked 
me if our jaunt had answered expectation. I said 
it had much exceeded it. I expected much difficulty 
with him, and had not found it. " And (he added) 
whoever we have come, we have been received like 
princes in their progress/' 

He said, he would not wish not to be disgusted in 
the Highlands ; for that would be ^ to lose the 
power of distinguishing, and a man might then lie 
down in the middle of them. He wished only to 
conceal his disgust. 

At Captain McLean's, I mentioiled Pope's friend, 
Spence.— Johnson. ^* He was a weak conceited 
man '^."— Boswbll. -^ A good scholar, sir ?*' — Johk- 
SON. " Why, no, sir/' — Bosw^ll. " He was a pretty 
scholar/' — ^Johnson. " You have about • reached 
him." . 

Last night at the inn, when the factor in Tyr-yi 
spoke of his having heard that a roof was put on 
some part of the building at Icolmkill, I unluckily 
said', *'^ It will be fortunate if we find a cathedral 
with a roof on it.'^ I said this from a foolish anxiety 
to engage Dr. Johnson's curiosity more. He took 
me short at oncei ?* What, sir ? how can you talk 
so ? If we shall ^nd a cathedral roofed ! as if we 
were going to a terra incognita : when every thing 

« Mr,,I^pgton djinks this miut ba^e been t)ie hasty expression ol 
a splenetick moment, as he has heard Dr. Johnson speak of Mr. 
Spence's judgment in criticism with so high a degree of respect, as 
to shew that this was not. his settled opinidn of him. Let me add dial, 
in the preface to tho Preceptor, he reoommeods Spenoe's Essojf an P^p^t 
Qdyney, aod that his admirable Lives of the English Poets are raiidi 
^ichedhy 6pence*8^necdote8 of Pope. 
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that id 4t Icolmkill is so well ' known. iTon are 
like some New-£ngland*nien who came to the mouth 
of the Thiimeg. * Come, (said they,) let us go up 
and see what sort of ibhabitaAts there are here/ 
They talked, sir, as if they had been to go up the 
Susqaehannah) or any other American river/' 

SATURDAY, OCTOBBR l6. 

This dsy there was a new ttioon, and the weal^er 
changed for the better. Dr. Johnson said • of Miss 
M'Lean^ '^ She is the most accomplished lady that 
I have found in the Highlands. She knows French^ 
Hiusiek^' and drawing, sews neatly^ makes shelU 
work.9 and can milk cows; in short, she can do 
every thing. She. talks sen^bly, and is the first per. 
son whom I have founds that can translate Erse 
poetry literally." — We set out, mounted on little 
Mull horses. Mull corresponded exactly with the 
idea which I had always had of it ; a hilly country, 
diversified with heath and grass, and many rivulets. 
DnJohnaon was not in a very good humour. He 
said, it was a dreary country, much worse than Sky, 
I differed from him. ^^ O, sir, (said he,) a most do. 
lorous country 1" 

We had a very hard journey to-day. I had no 
bridle for my sheltie, but only a halter ; and Joseph 
rode without a saddle. At one place, a loch having 
swelled over the road, we were obliged to plunge 
through pretty deep water. Dr. Johnson observed, 
how helpless a man would be, were he travelling 
here alone, and should meet with any accident ;. and 
said, ^^ he longed to get to a country of saddles and 
bridles.'^ He was more out of humour to-day, than 
he has been in the course of pur Tpur, being fretted 
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to find that his Gttle horse could aoancdy support 
his wei^t ; — ^and haviug sufiered a Iqss^ whicbt 
though small in itself^ was of some oonsequ^ice to 
himi while travelling the rugged steeps of MuU, 
where he was at times obliged to walk* The loss 
that I allude to was that of th^ large oakrstick^ 
which, as I formerly mentioned, he had brought 
with him from London* It was of great use to him 
in our wild peregrination ; for, ever sinoe his last 
illness in 1 7 66, he has had a weakness in his knees, 
and has not been able to walk easily. It had too 
the properties of a measure ; for oineiiail was driven 
into it at the length .of a foot ; another at that of a 
yard. In return for the services it had done him, 
he said, this morning he would make a present of it 
to some Museum ; but he little thought he was so 
soon to lose it* As he preferred riding with a switch^ 
it was entrusted to a fellow to he delivered to our 
baggagC'-maii, who followed us at some distance ; 
but we never saw it more. I could not persuade him 
0ot of a suspidon that it had been stolen. '* No^ 
no, my friend, (said he,) it is not to be expected 
that any man in Mull, who has got it, will part 
with it. Consider, sir, the value of sucfaa/nbee of 
tmber here !'' 

As we travelled this morning, we met Dr. 
McLean, who expressed much regret at his having 
been so unfortunate as to be absent while we were 
at his house. 

We were in hopes to get to Sir Allan Madean^s 
at Inchkenneth, to-night ; but the eight miles, of 
whidi our road was said to consist, were so yerj long, 
that we did not reach the opposite coast of Mc^ 
till seven at night, though we had set out about eleven 
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in the forqikionr; atd when fre did arrive there, we 
found the ik^ind strong ag^indt us. Col determined 
that we should pass the night at M^Quarrte's, in the 
island of Ulva, whieh lies between Mnll and Inch^ 
kenneth ; and a servant was sent forward to the 

• 

ferry, to secure the boat for us: hut the boat was 
gone to the 171 va side/ and the wind was so high 
that the people could not hear liim call ; and the 
night so dark that they could not see a signal. We 
should have been in a very bad situation, had there 
not fortunately been lying in the little sound of Ulva 
an Irish vessel, the Bonnetta, of Londonderry^ 
Captain M'Lure, master. He himself was at 
M'Quarrie*s ; but his men oUigingly came with 
their long*boal, and ferried us over. 

M'Quarrie*s house was mean ; but we were agvee^ 
ably surprised with the appearance of the master, 
whom we fopnd to be intelligent, polite, and much 
a man of the world. Though his clan is not nu- 
merous, he is a very ancient C^ief, and.haa a burial 
pbce at Icolmkill. He told us, his family had pos- 
sessed Ulva for nine hundred years ; but I was dis- ' 
tressed to hear that it was soon to be sold for 
payment of his dd)^. 

Captain M^Lure, whom we found here, waaof 
Scotch extraction, and properly a M'Leod^ being 
descended of some of the M'Leod's who went with 

Sir Normand of Bemera to the battle of Worcester ; 

« 

and after the defeat of the royalists, fled to Ireland^ 
and, to conceal themselves, took a diS^erent name» 
He told me, there was a great number of thetn 
about Londonderry ; some of good property. I said, 
they should now resume their real name. The Laird 
of M'Leod should go over, and assemble them, and 
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make them all drink the large horn full, and from 
that time they should be M^Leods.-— The captain 
informed us, he had named his ship the .Bonnetta^ 
out of gratitude to Providence ; for once, when he 
was sailing to America with a good number of pas- 
sengers, the ship in which he then sailed was be- 
calmed for five weeks, and during all that time, 
numbers of the fish Bdhnetta swam dose to her, and 
were caught for food; he resolved therefore, that 
the ship he should ttext get, should he called the 
Bonnetta. . 

M^Quarrie told us a strong instance of the second 
sight. He had gone to Edinburgh, and taken a 
man-servant along with him. Aii old woman, who 
was in the house, said one day, ^^ M'Quarrie will be 
at home to-morrow, and will bring two gentlemen 
with him ;" and she said, she saw his servant return 
in red and green: He did come home next day* He 
had two gentlemen with him ; and his servant had 
a new red and green livery, which M'Quarrie had 
bought for him at Edinburgh, upon a sudden 
thought, not having the least intention when he left 
home to put his servant in livery ; so that the old 
woman could not have heard any previous mention 
of it. This, he assured us, was a true story. 

M^Quarrie insisted that' the Merchela Mulierum, 
mentioned in our old charters, did really mean the 
privilege which a lord of a manor, or a baron, had, 
to have the first night of all his vassal's wives. Dr. 
Johnson said, the belief of such a custom having ex- 
isted was also held' in England, where there is a 
tenure called Borough English^ by which the eldest 
child does not inherit, from a doubt of his being the 
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son of the tenant f . M'Quarrie told us, that stilly 
on the marriage of each of his tenants, a sheep is 
due to him ; for which the composition is fixed at 
five shillings. I suppose, Ulva is the only place 
where this custom remains. 

Talking of the sale of an estate of an ancient fa* 
mily, which was said to have heen purchased much 
under its value by the confidential lawyer of that fa- 
mily, and it being mentioned that the sale would 
probably be set aside by a suit in, equity, Dr. Johnson 
said, *^ I am very willing that this sale should be 
set aside, but I doubt much whether the suit will 
be successful ; for the argument for avoiding the 
sale is founded on vague and indeterminate princi- 
ples,-— as that the price was too low, and that there 
was a great degree of confidence placed by the seller 
in the person who became -the purchaser. Now, 
how low should a price be ? or what degree of con- 
fidence should there be to make a bargain be set 
aside ? a bargain, which is a wager of skill between 
man and^ man. — If, indeed, any fraud can be prov* 
ed, that will do.*' 

When Dr. Johnson and I were by ourselves' at 
night, I observed of our host, ^^ aspectum generosunf 
habet ;"-~" et generosum animum,'^ he added. — For 
fear of being overheard in the small Highland houses, 
I often talked to him in such Latin as I could speak, 
and with as much of the English accent as I could 
assume, so as not to be understood, in case our con- 
versation should be too loud for the space. 

« Sir William Blackstone says in his Commbittaribs, that " he 
cannot find that ever this custom prevailed in England ;*' and there- 
foie he is of opinion that it could not have giv^n rise to Borough- 
EngUih. 
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We had each an elegant bed in the stoi6 room $ 
and here it was that a circumstance occurred^ as to 
which he has been strangely misunderstood. Prom 
his description of his chamber^ it has erroneously 
been supposed, that his bed being too short for him, 
his feet during the night were in the mire ; where- 
as lie has only said, that when he undressed, he felt 
his feet in the mire : that is, the clay-floor of the 
room, on which he stood before he went into 
bed, was wet, in consequence of the windows being* 
broken, which let in the rain. 

SUNDAY) OCTOBER \*l . 

Being informed that there was nothing worthy of 
observation in Ulva, we took boat, and proceeded 
to Inchkenneth, where we were introduced by our 
friend Col to Sir Allan McLean, the Chief of his 
clan, and two young ladies, his daughters. Inch* 
kenneth is a pretty little island, a mile long, and 
about half a mile broad, all good land. 

As we walked up from the shore. Dr. Johnson^s 
heart was ctieered by the sight of a road marked 
with cart-wheels, as on the main land; a thing 
which we had not seen for a long time. It gave us 
a pleasure similar to that which a traveller feels^ 
when, whilst wandering on what he fears is a desert 
island, he perceives the print of human feet. 

Military men acquire excellent habits of having 
all conveniencies about them. Sir Allan M^Lan, 
who had been long in the army, and had now a lease 
of the island, had formed a commodious habitation^ 
though it consisted but of a few , small butldiogs, 
only one story hi^. He had, in his little apivt* 
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mentSy more things than I could enumerate in a 
page or two. 

Among other agreeable circumstances, it was not 
the least, to find here a parcel of the Caledonian 
Mercury f published since we left Edinburgh i which 
I read with that pleasure which every man feels who 
has been for some time secluded from the animated 
•oenes of the busy world. 

Dr. Johnson found books here. He bade me 
buy Bishop Grastrell's Christian Institutes, which was 
lying in the room. He said, '* I do not like to 
read any thing on a Sunday, but what is theologi- 
cal ; not that I would scrupulously refuse to look at 
any thing which a friend should shew me in a news- 
paper ; but in general, I would read only what is 
theological. — I read just now some of Drummond'a 
Travels, before I perceived what books were here. 
I then took up Derham's Physico-Theology." 

Every particular concerning this island having 
been so well described by Dr. Johnson, it would be 
superfluous in me to present the publick with the 
observations that I made upon it, in my Journal. 

I was quite easy with Sir Ailan« almost instanta- 
neously. He knew the great intimacy that had been 
between my father and his predecessor. Sir Hector, 
and was himself of a very frank disposition.-— After 
dinner. Sir Allan said he had got Dr. Campbell 
about an hundred subscribers to his Britannia Ehici* 
data, (a work since published under the title of Jl 
Political Survey of Great Britain,) of whom he be- 
lieved twenty were dead, the publication having been 
ao long delayed. — ^Johnson. ^^ Sir, I imagine the de^ 
lay of publication is owing to this; — that, after 
publication, there will be no more subscribers, and 
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few will send the additional guinea to get their 
books : in which they will be wrong ; for there will 
be a. great deal of instruction in the work. I think 
highly of Campbell. In the first place, he has very 
good parts. In the second place, he has very ex- 
tensive reading; not, perhaps, what is properly 
called learning, but history, politicks, and^ in shorty 
that popular knowledge which makes a mian very 
useful. In the third place, he has learned much by 
what is called the vox viva. He talks with a great 
miany people.'* 

Speaking of this gentleman, at Rasay, he told 
us, that he one day called on him, and they talked 
of TuWs Husbandry. Dr. Campbell said something. 
Dr. Johnson began to dispute it. *' Come, said Dr. 
Campbell, we do not want to get the better of ODe 
another : we want to encrease each other's ideas/' — 
Dr. Johnson took it in good part, and the converse* 
tion then went on coolly and instructively.— Hisi can« 
dour in relating this anecdote does him much credit, 
and his conduct on that occasion proves how easily 
he could be persuaded to talk from a better motive 
than ^' for victory." 

Dr. Johnson Jiere shewed so much of the spirit of 
a Highlander, that he won Sir Allan's heart : in- 
deed; he has shewn it during the whole of our 
Tour* — One night, in Col, he strutted about the 
room with a broad sword and target, and made a 
formidable appearance ; and, another night, I took 
the liberty to put a large blue bonnet od his head* 
His age, his size, and his bushy.grey wig, with this 
covering on it, presented the image of a venerable 
Senachis and, however unfavourable to the Low-- 
land Scots, he seemed much pleased to assume the 
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appearance of an ancient Caledonian. We only re- 
gretted that he could not be prevailed with to par- 
take of the social glass. One of his arguments 
against drinking, appears to me not convincing. He 
urged, that "in proportion as drinking makes a 
man different from what he is before he has ^runk, 
it 18 bad ; because it has so far affected his reason/* 
But may it not be answer^, that a man may be al- 
tered by it for the better ; that his spirits may be 
exhilarated^ without his reason being affected ? On 
the general subject* of drinkmg, however, I do not 
mean positively to take the other aide. I am dubius, 
nan improbtts. 

In the evening, Sir Allan informed, us that it was 
the custom of his house to have prayers every Sun- 
day ; and Miss McLean read the evening service, in 
which we all jdined. I then read Ogden's second and 
ninth Sermons on Prayer, which, with their other 
distinguished excellence, have the merit of being 
short. Dr. Johnson said, that it was the most agree* 
able Sunday he bad ever passed ; and it made such 
ah impression on his mind, that he afterwards wrote 
the following Latin verses upon Inchkenneth : 

Insula Sakcti Kbnnbthi. 

Parva quidem regio^ sed relligione priorum 

Nota, Caledonias panditar inter aquas ; 
Voce ubi Cennethus populos domuisse ferocea 

Dicitur, et vanos dedocuisse deos. 
Hue ego delatus placido per ooeruk carta 

Scire locum Volui quid daret ille novi. 
IHic Leuiades humili regnabat in auJa^ 

Leniades magnis nobilitatus avis : 
Una duas habuit casa cum ^enitore puellas> 

Quas Amor undarum. fiogeret esso deas : 
Kon tameo ipculti gelidis latuer6 6ub aouris, 

Z AccdLi 
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Accola Draubii qoaKa utn» habet; 
MoUia Don deerant vacuap solatia ▼itae^ 

Stve fibres poacaatotta, siveljrain. 
Luxerat ilk diea, 1^ geoa docta sapentae. 

8pea bonufiom 9c curas ciun procfil cast juba^ 
i'onti inter strepitus sacri non nnunera cultus 

CessaroDt ; pietas bic qooqoe cam fuit : 
Quid qaod sacri^ venavit ^mifia libros, 

Laghimas ^ioBt paclora yara preoea. 
Quo ragot nlleriiia? qood iibk|a0 leqoiritor hie mil 

Hic aecara quiesj bic ct booipstus amor* 

MoirDAT^ OCT09BI( 18* 

W^ agretd bd pass this day n^kh Sir Allan, mod 
he engaged to have every thing in order for oor voj«< 
age to-fndrrow. 

JBeing now sooQ to he aepirated ftom aorannabk 
friend young Cai, bis merits were aU remeoibered. 
At Ulva he had q>peared in a new character, haa^ 
ing given its a good prescription for a cold* On my 
mentioning him with warmth, Dr. Johmoo said^ 
^< €3ol does every thing for us : we will erect a ate* 
tue to €ol/'~'' Yei, said h and we will hav« bin 
with his vari oua attributes and charaeterS| fike Mer* 
cury, or any other of the heathen gods« We will 
have him as a pilot ; we will have him as a fisher- 
man, as a hunter, as a husbandman, as a pby«- 
iician/* 

I this morning tool a spade^ and dug a little 
grave in the floor of a ruined chapd, near Sir Allan 
M'Lean*s house, in which I buried some human 
bones I found there. Dr. Johnson praised me for 
what I had done, though he ownedj he could not 
have done it. He shewed in the chapel at Rasay 
his horrour at dead men^s bones. He shewed it 
again at Cors house. In the Charter*room there 
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was a remarkable large shin-bone^ which was said to 
have been a bone of Jokn Garvcj one of the lairds. 
Dr. Johnson would not look at it; but started 
away. 

At breakfast, I asked, *' What is the reason that 
we are angry at a trader's having opulence ?*'— 
JoHi^soN. ** Why, sir, the reason is, (though I don't 
undertake to prove that there is a reason,) we see no 
qualities in trade that should entitle a man to supe* 
riority. We are not angry at a soldier's getting 
riches^ because we see that he possesses qualities 
which we have not. If a man returns from a battle, 
having lost one hand, and with the other full of 
gold, we feel that he deserves the gold; but we 
cumot think that a fellow, by sitting all day at a 
desk, is entitled to get above us/' — Boswcll. ** But, 
air, may we not suppose a merchant to be a man of 
an enlarged mind, such as Addison in the Spectator 
describes Sir Andrew Freeport to have been?"— 
Johnson:. "Why, sir, we may suppose any fictitious 
character. We may suppose a philosophical day* 
labourer, who is happy in reflecting that, by his la-** 
bour, he contributes to the fertility of the earth, 
and to the support of his fellow-creatures ; but we 
find no such philosophical day labourer. A mer« 
chant may, perhaps, be a man of an enlarged mind ; 
but there is nothing in trade connected with an en- 
larged mind." 

I mentioned that I had heard Dr. Solander say 
he was a Swedish Laplander. — ^Johnson. " Sir, I 
don't believe he is a Laplander. The Laplanders 
are- not much above four feet high. He is as tall 
as you ; and he has not the copper colour of a 
La[danden— BoswBLL. '* But what motive could 

Z2 
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he have to make himself a Laplander ?*'* — JoHKSoir# 
«* Why, sir, he must either mean the word Lap- 
lander in a very extensive sense^ or may mean a 
voluntary degradation of himself. *For all my being 
the great man that you see me now, I was originally 
a Barbarian ;' as if Burke should say^ ^ I came over 
a wild Irishman/ — Which he might say in his pre- 
sent state of exaltation.** 

Having expressed a desire to have an island like . 
Inchkenneth^ Dr. Johnson set himself to think what 
would be necessary for a man in such a situation. 
*^ Sir, I should build me a fortification, if I came 
to live here; for, if you have it not, what shauld 
hinder a parcel of ruffians t9 land in the nighty and 
carry off every thing you have in the house, which, 
in a remote country, would be more valuable than 
oows and sheep ? add to all this the danger of hav- 
ing your throat cut.'* — Boswell. " I would have a 
large dog." — Johnson. ^^ So you may, sir; but a 
large dog is of no use but to alarm." — ^He, however^ 
I apprehend, thinks too lightly of the power of that 
animal. I have heard him say, that he is afraid of 
no dog. ^' He would take him up by the hinder 
legs, which would render him quite helpless,, — and 
then knock his head against a stone, and beat out 
his brains/'-^Topham Beauclerk told me, that at 
his house in the country, two large ferocious dog^s 
were fighting. Dr. Johnson looked steadily at them 
for a little while ; and then, as one would separate 
two little boys, who were foolishly hurting each other, 
he ran up to them, and cuffed their heads till \i% 
drove them asunder. But few men have his intre* 
pidity, Herculean strength^ or presence of roind^ 
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Most thieves or robbers would be afraid to encounter 
a mastiff. 

I observed, that, when young Col talked of the 
lands belonging to his family, he always sai^^ *' my 
lands.** For this he had a plausible pretence; for 
he told me, there has been a custom in this family, 
that the laird resigns the estate to the eldest son when 
he comes of age, reserving to himself only a certain 
life-rent. He said, it was a voluntary custom ; but 
I think I found an instance in the charter- room, that* 
there was such an obligation in a contract of mar- 
riage. If the custom was voluntary, it was only cu- 
rious ; but if founded on obligation, it might be 
dangerous ; for I have been told, that in Otaheit^^ 
whenever a child is born, (a son, I think,) the father 
loses his right to the estate and honours, and that^ 
this unnatural, or rather absurd custom^ occasions 
the murder of many children. 

Young Col told us he could run down a grey- 
hound ; ** for, (said he,) the dog runs himself out 
of breath, by going too quick, and then I get up 
With him.** I accounted for his advantage over the 
dog, by remarking that Col had the faculty of rea- 
son, and knew how to moderate his pace, which the. 
dog had not sense enough to do. Dr. Johnson said, 
^' He is a noble animal. He is as complete an 
islander as the mind can figure. He is a farmer, a 
sailor, a hunter, a fisher: he will run you down a 
dog: if any man has a tail^ it is Col. He is hospi- 
table ; and he has an intrepidity of talk, whether ' 
he understands the subject or not. I regret that he 
is not more intellectual.'* 

Dr. Johnson observed, that there was nothing of 
\yhich he would not undertake to persuade a French- 
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sndn in a foreign country. ^* 1*11 carry a French-^ 
man to St. Paul's Church-yard, and FU tell him^ 
* by our law you may walk half round the church ; 
but, if you walk round the whole,, you wilt be 
punished capitally, and he will believe me at onoe. 
Now, no Englishman would readily fiwallow auch a 
thing : he would go and inquire of somebody eke.** 
-—•The Frenchman's credulity^ I observed, must be 
owing to his being accustomed to implicit sub* 
mission ; whereas every Englishman reasons upoD 
the laws of his country, and instructs his rqire- 
aentatives, who compose the legislature. 

This day was passed in looking at a small island 
adjoining Inchkenneth, which afforded nothing wor 
thy of observation ; and in such social and gay en* 
tertainments as our little society could furnish. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER IQ. 

After breakfast we took leave of the young ladies^ 
and of our excellent companion CoJ, to whom we 
had been so much obliged. He had now put us 
under the care of his Chief ; and was to hasten back 
to Sky. We parted from him with very strong feel- 
ings of kindness and gratitude ; and we hoped to 
have had some future opportunity of proving to him 
the sincerity of wl^at we felt ; but in the following^ 
year he was unfortunately lost in the Sound betweeia 
Ulya and Mull ; and this imperfect memorial, joined 
to the high honour of being tenderly and re* 
spectfully mentioned by pr. Johnson, is the onljc 
return which the uncertainty of human events han 
permitted us' to make to this deservts^ young man. 
'Sir Allah, who obligingly undertook toaccoin« 
paoy us to IcoImkiU had a strong good boat« with 
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fouf stout rowers. We coasted along Mull till we 
reached Gribon. where is what is called Mackinnon*& 
cave, compared with which that at Ulinish is in« 
considerable. It is in a rock of a g;reat height^ 
close to the sea. Upon the lift of its entrance 
there is a cascade, almost perpendicalar from the top 
to the bottom of the rock. There is a tradition 
that it was conducted thither artificially, to supply 
the inhabitants of the cave with water. Dr. John* 
ton gave no credit to this tradition. As, on the 
one Hand, his faith in the Christian religion is firm- 
]y founded upon good grounds ; so, on the other^ 
JEie is incredulous when Ther6 is ho sufficient feasoii 
for belief; being in tbis respect just the reverse of 
modem infidels, who, however nice and scrupulous 
in weighing the evidences of religion, are yet often 
6o ready to believe the most absard and improbable 
tales of another nature, that I/>rd If ailes well ob- 
served, d good essay ftiight be writjteii Sipr la creda-^ 
Ht6 des Jntredttles. 

The height of this cave I cannot tell with any 
tolerable exactness : but it seemed to be very lofty, 
and to be a pretty regular arch. We penetrated, by 
candlelight, a great way ; by oqr measurement, no 
less than four hundred and eighty-five feet^ Tra- 
dition says, that s piper and twelve men once ad- 
vanced into this cave, nobody pan telj how far ; and 
never returned. At the distance to which we pro^ 
ceeded the air was ^uite pure; for the candle bumecl 
freely, without the least appearance of the ^ame 
growing globular; but as we had only one, we 
thought it dangerous to venture farther, lest, should 
it h»ve been extinguished, we should have had no 
means of ascer^ning whether we could remain wi(h« , 
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out danger. Dr. Johnson said^ this was the greatest 
natural curiosity he had ever seen. 

We saw the island of StafFa, at no very great dis^ 
tance^ but could not land upop it^ the surge was so 
high on its rocky coast ... 

Sir Allan^ anxious for the honour of Mull, was 
still talking of its woods, and pointing them out to 
Dr. Johnson, as appearing at a distance on the skirt^ 
of that island, as we sailed along. — ^Johnso^. '* Sir, 
I saw at Tobermorie what they called a wood, which 
I unluckily took for heath. If you shew nie what 
I shall take for furze , it will be something." 

In the afternoon we went ashore on the coast of 
Mull, and partook of a cold repast, which we car- 
ried with us. We hoped to have procured some rum 
or brandy for our boatmen and servants, from .a 
publick-house near where we landed ; but unfor* 
tunately a funeral a few days before had exhauste4 
all their store. Mr. Campbell hpweverj, one of the 
Duke of Argyle's tacksmen, who lived in the neigh- 
bourhood, on receiving a message from Sir Allan^ 
sent us a liberal supply. 

We continued to coast along Mull, and passed 
by Nuns' Island, which, it is said^ belonged to the 
riuns of Icolmkill, and from which, we are told, 
the stone Tor the buildings there was taken. As we 
aailed along by moon-light, in a sea somewhat roughs 
and often between black and gloomy rocks. Dr. 
Johnson said, '^ If this be not roving among the Ue*^ 
brides, npthipg is." — ^The repetition of words which , 
he had so often previously used, made a strong im- 
pression on my imagination ; and, by a natural 
course of thinking, led me to consider how our pre** 
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sent adventures would appear to me at a future 
period* 

I have often experienced, that scenes through 
which a man has passed, improve . by lying in the 
memory : they grow mellow, j^cti labores sunijU'- 
cundi. This may be owing to coiQparing them witU 
present listless ease. Even harsh scenes acquire » 
softness by length of time ^ ; and some are like. very^ 
loud sounds, which do not please, or at least do not 
please so much, till you are removed to a certain 
distance. They may be compared to strong coarse 
pictures, which will not bear to be viewed near* 
Even pleasing' scenes improve by time, and seem 
more exquisite in recollection, than when they were 
.present ; if they have not faded to dimness in the, 
memory. Perhaps, there is so much evil in every 
human enjoyment, when present,— so much dross 
mixed with it, that it requires to be refined by time ;, 
and yet I do not see why time should not melt away 
the . good and the evil in equal proportions ;— why 
the shade should decay, and the light remain in pre*, 
servation. 

After a tedious sail, which, by our following va^ 
rious turnings of the coast of Mull, was extended » 
to about forty miles, it gave us no srpall pleasure tov 
perceive a light in the village at Icolmkill, in which: 
almost all the inhabitants of the island live, close to 
where the ancient building stood. As we approached ^ 
th^ shore, the tower of the cathedral, just discerni*' 
ble in the air, was a picturesque object. 

When we had landed upon the- sacred place, . 

. . ■ • • • 

* I liave lately •bcerved that thU thought has been elegantW - 
^xpresaed by Cowley : 

V Things which offend when present, and afiriglit, 
^ In memory, well painted, move delight. 
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whtdi^ is long «8 I can remember^ I had thoaglit 
on with veneration. Dr. Johnson and I cordiallj 
embraced. We had long talked of visiting leohn- 
kill ; and, from the lateness of the season, were at 
timea very doubtful whether ^^e should be .aUe to 
effect our purpose. To have setn it, even alone, 
would have given me great satisfaction; but the 
venerable scene was rendered much more pleasing 
by the company of my great and ptoos friend, who 
was no less affected by it than I was ; and who has 
described the impressions it should make on the 
mind, with such strength of thought, and energy of 
hmgnage, that I shall quote his words, as convey-- 
ing my own sensations much more forciUy than I 
am capable of doing: 

*^ WE were now treading that illustrioos Idand, 
which was once the luminary of the Caledonian re* 
gions, whence savage clans and roving barbarians 
derived the benefits of knowledge, and the blessings 
of reKgtpn, To abstract the mind from all hx^ 
^emotions would be impossible, if it Were endeavoured, 
and would be foolish if it were possible. Whatever 
withdraws us from the power of our senses^ what« 
ever makes the past, the distant, or the future, pre* 
dominate over the present, advances us in the dig* 
Bity of thinking beings. Far from me, and from 
my friends, be such frigid philosophy as may con- 
duct us indifferent and unmoved over any ground 
which has been dignified by wisdom, bravery, or vir- 
tue. That man is little to be envied, whose patri- 
otism would not gain force upon the plain of Mara" 
thofiy or whose piety would not grow wanner among 
the ruins of lona ♦ 1*^ 



• Had oorTonr produced iMflbiiig <fce bat (bSM sttbCme puMgt^ 
ilie world muit have «ckatwl«daed thst it wu iM imfe iu wn 
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Upon bearing that Sir Allan M'Lean was ar- 
med, the inhabitants, who still consider themselvei 
as the people of McLean, to whom the island for* 
merly belonged, though the Duke of Argyle has at 
present possession of it, ran eagerly to him* 

We were accommodated this night in a large bam, 
the island affording no lodging that we should have 
liked so well* Some good hay was strewed at one 
end qf it, to form a bed for us, upon which we lay 
with our clbthes on ; and we were furnished with 
blankets from the tillage. Each of us had a port* 
manteau for a pillow. When I awaked in the momr 
ing, and looked round me, I could *iot help smiling 
at the idea of the chief of the M'Lefins, th6 great 
Engli^ Moralist, and myself, lying thus extended 
in such a situation. * 

WBSKSSDAT, OCTOBER 20. 

Early in the morning we surveyed the remains o( 
antiquity at this place, accompanied by an illiterate 
fellow, as Cicerone, who called himself a descendant 
of a cousin of Saint Columba, the founder of the 
religious establishment here. As I knew that many 
persons had already examined them, and as I saw Dr. 
Johnson inspecting and measuring several of th)9 
ruins of which he has since given so full an account, 
my mind was quiescent; and I resolved to stroll 
among them at my ease, to take no trouble to in- 
vestigate minutely, and only receive the general im- 
pression of solemn antiquity, and the particular ideas 
<^ such objects as should of themselves strike my 
attention. 

The present respectable Pretident of the lUyal Society was so much 
dtnick on vtadittg it^ that he clasped his haads togeifaer^ and rematiH 
ed for toiDe tiow ia an attitude of sikot admiratiiMu 
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. We walked from the monastery of Nuns to the 
great church or cathedral, as they call it, aloog an 
old broken causeway* They told us, that this had been 
a street ; and that there were good houses built on 
each side. Dr. Johnson doubted if it was any thing 
more than a paved road for the nuns. The convent 
of Monks, the great church, Oran*s chapel, and 
four other chapels, are still to be discerned. But I 
must own that Icolmkill did not answer my expec- 
tations ; for they were high, from what I had read 
of it, and still more from what I had heard and 
thought of it, from my earliest years. Dr. Johnson 
said, it came up to his expectations, because he had 
taken his impresion from an account of it subjoined 
to Sacheverers History of the Isle of Man, where it 
is said, there is not much to be seen here. We were 
both disappointed, when we were shewn what are 
called the nYonuments of the kings of Scotland, 
Ireland, and Denmark, and of a King of France. 
There are only some grave* stones flat on the earth, 
and we could see no inscriptions. How far short 
was this of marble monuments, like those in West* 
minster-Abbey, which I had imagined here 1 The 
grave stones of Sir Allan McLean's family, and of 
that of M'Quarrie, had as good an appearance as 
the royal grave-stones; if they were royal, we 
(]oubted. 

My easiness to give credit to what I heard in the 
course of our Tour was too great. Dr. Johnson*8 
peculiar accuracy of investigation detected much 
traditional fiction, and many gross mistakes. It is 
not to be wondered at, that he was provoked by 
people carelessly telling him, with the utmost readt* 
ness and confidence^ what he foundj on questioniqg 
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them a little more, was erroneous. Of this there 
Wjsre innumerable instances. 

I left him and Sir Allan at breakfast in our bam^' 
and stole ^back again to the cathedral, to indulge in 
solitude and devout meditation. While contem* 
plating the venerable ruins^ I reflected with much 
satisfaction^ that. the solemn scenes of piety never 
lose their sanctity and influence, though the cares 
and follies of life may prevent us from visiting them, 
or may even make us fancy that their effects are 
only " as yesterday, when it is past," and never 
again to be perceived. I hoped, that, ever after 
having been in this holy place, I should maintain 
an exemplary conduct. One has a strange pro- 
pensity to fix upon some point of time from whence 
a better course of life may begin. 

Being desirous to visit the opposite shore of the 
island, where Saint Columba is said to have landed, 
I procured a horse from one M*Ginnis, who ran 
along as my guide. The M'Ginnises are said to be 
a branch of the clan of McLean. Sir Allan liad 
been told that this man had refused to send;him some 
rum, at which the knight was in great indignation. 
** You rascal 1 (said he,) don*t you know that I can 
hang you, if I please?** — ^Not adverting to the 
Chieftain's power over his clan, I imagined that 
Sir Allan had known of some capital crime that the 
fellow had coinmitted, which he could discover, and 
so get him condemned ; and said, ^* How so ?"— • 
" Why, (said Sir Allan,) are they not all my peo- 
ple ?*' — Sensible of my inadvertency, and most will- 
ing to contribute what I could towards the contiau-, 
ation of feudal authority, " Very true,** said I. — . 
Sir Allan went on : '^ Refuse to send, rum tome 
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you rascal ! Don^t you know that^ if I order yon 
to go and cut a man*8 throaty you are to do it >^— • 
'^ Yes^ an*t please your honour ! and my own too, 
and hang myself too«**«-^Tbe poor fellow denied that 
lie had refused to send the rum. His making these 
professions was not merely a pretence in presence of 
his Chief; for after be and I were out of Sir Allan's 
hearing, he told me, ^ Had he sent his dog for the 
rum, I would have given it: I would cot my bones 
lor him/* — It was very remarkable to find such an 
attachment to a Chief, though he had then no cat^ 
nectton with the island, and had not been tiiere for 
fourteen year9»-~Sir Allan, by way of upbraiding 
the fellow, said, ^' I believe you are a Campbelir 

The place which I went to see is abooi two miles 
from the village. They call it Portawherry^ fioro 
the wherry in which Cokimba came ; though^ when 
they shew the length of his vessel, as marked on the 
beach by two heaps of stones, they say, ^^ Here Is 
the length of the Qirrach,** using the Erse word, 

Icolmkill is a fertile island. The inhabitants ex- 
port some cattle and grain ; and I was told, they 
import nothing but iron and salt. They are iodus- 
trious, and make their own woollen and linen cloth ; 
and they brew a good deal of beer, which we did 
not find in any of the other island6. 

We set sail again about mid-day, and in the 
evening landing on Mull, near the house of the Be- 
Verend Mr. Neal M'Leod, who having been in- 
formed of our coming, by a message from Sir Allan, 
eame out to meet us. We were this night very 
agreeably entertained at his house. Dr. Johnson ob- 
served to me, that he was the cleanest^headed man 
that he had met with in the Western islands* He 

2 
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seemed to be well aoquainted with Dr. Jobnaon^s 
writings^ and courteously said^ ** I have ]ieen often 
obliged to you^ though I never had the pleaaure oC 
seeing you before.'* , 

He told n% he had lived for soiu^ tiine in St» 
Kildai under the tuition of the minister or eat^hisfc 
there, and had there first read Horace and VirgiL 
The acenes which they describe must have been • 
St; ong contrasjt to the dreary waste srotiad hiaB« 

This morning the subject of poKticks was tntro* 
d«eed.«*-^oHBi9oir. ^* Pulteney was as paltry a felloir 
as could be. He was a Whig, who pretended la 
be honest ; and you know it is ridiculoos for a Whig 
to pretend to be honest. He oannot hold rt out/*" 
He called Mr. Pitt a meteor ; Sir Bobert Walpofe a 
fixed star. — He said, '^ It is wonderful to think that 
all the force of government was required to prevent 
Wilkes from being chosen the chief magis^trate of 
London^ though the liverymen knew he would rob 
their 8bops3-'-4uiew he would debauch their daugh < 
ters ♦/* 



* I think it incurobeQt oo m^ to malce some obsemtba on tkm 

i» - 

•Itong satirical sally on my classical compamon, Mr. Wilkes. Re« 
porting it lately ftom memory, in bis presence, I expressed it thus :*- 
«* They knew he would rob their shops, if he durst; they knew he 
fvoold deVaach their daughters^ if he eouli" which, accosdiog to 
the French phrase^ may be said rencherir ou Dr loluiMn \ but oot 
looking into my Jouriaal, I found it as above, and woakl bj no» 
means make any addition. Mr. Wilkes received both readioga wiik 
a good humour that I cannot enough admire. Indeed both he a94 
1 (as, with respect to myself, the reader has more than once liad oc« 
easion to observe in the course of this Journal,) are too feod of a kvm 
JN*I, aol t* r^k it« though we should be oursflves the olije^t of u^ 
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BoswELL. " The History of England is so strange," 
that, if it were not so well vouched as it is, it would 
hardly be credible," — ^^Johnson. '^Sir, if it were told as 
shortly, and with as little preparation for introducing 
the different events, as the History of the Jewish 
Kings, it would be equally liable to objections of 
improbability.*' — Mr. M'Leod was much pleased 
with the justice and novelty of the thought. — Dr. 
Johnson illustrated what he had said, as follows: 
^^ Take, as an instance, Charles the First's conces- 
lions to his parliament, which were greater and 
greater, in proportion as the parliament grew more 
insolent, and less deserving of tmsL Had these ooo« 
cessions been related nakedly, without any detail of 
the circumstances which generally led to thern^ they 
would not have been believed/* 

Sir Allan McLean bragged, that Scotland had the 
advantage of England, by its having n>ore water. 
JoHNSoir. ** Sir, we would not have your water^ to 
take the vile bogs which produce it* You have too 
much ! A man who is drowned has more water than 
either of us ;" — ^and then he laughed. — (But this 
was surely robust sophistry : for the people of taste 
in England, who have seen Scotland, own that its 
variety of rivers and lakes makes it naturally more 
beautiful than England, in that respect.) — Pursuing 
bis victory over Sir Allan, he proceeded : " Your 

Let me add, in justice to the gentleman here mentioned, that at 
a subsequent period* he was elected chief magistrate of London, and 
4t9char^ the duties of that high office with great honour to him- 
self, and advantage to the city. — Some yfars before Dr. Johnson died, 
I was fortunate enough to bring him and Mr. M^ilkes together ; the 
consequence of which was, that they were ever afterwards on easy and 
not qnfrtendly terms. The particulars I ishall have great pleasure in 
lebtiog at laige in my Lipb op Pr. Joairaov. 
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country consists of two things, stone and water. 
There is^ indeed, a little earth above the stone in 
some places, but a very little ; and the stone is al- 
ways appearing. It is like a man in rags; the 
naked skin is still peeping out.** 

He took leave of Mr. M*Leod, saying, " Sir, 
I thank you for your entertainment, and your con * 
versation.'* 

Mr. Campbell, who had been so polite yesterday, 
came this morning on purpose to breakfast with us, 
and very obligingly furnished us with horses to pro- 
ceed on our journey to Mr. M'Lean*s of Lochbuj/, 
where we were to pass the night. We dined at the 
house of Dr. Alexander McLean, another physician 
in Mull, who was so much struck with the uncom« 
mon conversation of Dr. Johnson, that he observed 
to me, '^ This man is just a hogshead of sense.** 

Dr. Johnson said of the Turkish Spy^ which lay in 
the room, that it told nothing but what every body 
might have known at that time ; and that what was 
good in it, did not pay you for the trouble of read- 
ing to find it. 

After a very tedious ride, through what appeared 
to me the most gloomy and desolate country I had 
ever beheld, we arrived, between seven and eight 
o'clock, at Moy^ the seat of the Laird of Lochbuy.-^ 
Buy^ in Erse, signifies yellow, and I at first imagined 
that the loch or bnmch of the sea here, was thus de- 
nominated, in the same manner as the Red Sea ; but 
I afterwards learned that it derived its name from a 
hill above it, which being of a yellowish hue has 
the epithet of Bay. 

We had heard much of Lochbuy*s being a great 
roaring braggadocio, a kind of Sir John Falstaffj 

Aa 
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both in size and manners ; but we found that they 
had swelled him up to a fictitious size^ and clothed 
him with imaginary qualities. — Cors idea of him 
was equally extravagant, though very different : he 
told us he was quite a Don Quixote ; and said^ he 
would give a great deal to see him and Dr. Johnson 
together. The truth is, that Lochbuy proved to 
be only a bluff, comely, noisy old gentleman, proud 
of his hereditary consequence, and a very hearty and 
hospitable landlord. Lady Lochbuy was sister to 
Sir Allan McLean, but much older. He said to me, 
^' They are quite jintediluviam^^ Being told that 
Dr. Johnson did not hear well, Lochbuy bawled out 
to him, " Are you of the Johnstons of Glencro, or of 
Ardnamurchan ?'* — ^Dr. Johnson gave him a signifi* 
cant look, but made no answer ; and I told Loch- 
buy that he was not Johns/on, but Johmon, and 
that he was an Englishman. 

Lochbuy some years ago tried to prove himself a 
weak man, liable to imposition, or, as we term it 
in Scotland, 2l facile man, in order to set aside a 
lease which he had granted ; but failed in ' the at* 
tempt. On my mentioning this circumstance to Dr. 
Johnson, he seemed much surprized that such a suit 
was admitted by the Scottish law, and observed, that 
** In England no man is allowed to stultify him- 
self*." 

Sir Allah, Lochbuy, and I, had the Conversation 
chiefly to ourselves to-night: Dr. Johnson, bdng 
extremely weary, went to bed sooil after supper. 



• This maxim, however, has been conMverted. See BbckUone*! 
CoMMfiNTARtBS, Vol. II. p. 29 1 ^ and the authoritiet theie 'qoolciL 



to THE HfiBftlDES. 333 



PBU>AT> OCTOBER 22. 

Before Dr. Johnson came to breakfast, ta^y 
Lochbuy said, " he was a dungeon of wit ;*' a very 
common phrase in Scotland to express a profound- 
ness of intellect, though he afterwards told me, that 
he never had heard it. She proposed that he should 
have some cold sheep*s-head for breakfast. Sir Allan 
seemed displeased at his sister's vulgarity, and won* 
dered how such a thought should come into her 
head. From a mischievous love ' of sport, I took 
the lady's part; and very gravely said, *^I think 
it is but fair to give him an offer of it. If he does 
not choose it, he may let it alone.'' — " I think so," 
said the lady, looking at her brother with an air of 
victory. Sir Allan, finding the matter desperate, 
strutted about the room, and took snuff. When Dr« 
Johnson came in, she called to him, ''Do you 

choose any cold sheep's-head, sir ?'' '^ No, 

Madam,** said he, with a tone of surprise and 
anger. — " It is here, sir," said she, supposing he 
had refused it to save the trouble of bringing it«in« 
They thus went on at cross purposes, till he con-> 
firmed his refusal in a manner not to be misunder* 
stood ; while I sat quietly by, and enjoyed my suc« 
cess. 

After breakfast, we surveyed the old castle, in 
the pit or dungeon of which Lochbuy had some 
years before taken upon him to imprison several per- 
sons ; and though he had been fined in a consider- 
able sum by the Court of Justiciary, he was so little 
affected by it, that while we were examining the 
dungeon, he said to me, with a smile, '* Your fa- 
ther knows something of this;" (alluding to my 
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father having sat as one of the judges on his trial.) 
Sir Allan whispered me, that the laird could not 
be persuaded that he had lost his heritable juris- 
diction. 

We then set out for the ferry, by which we were 
to cross to the main land of Argyleshire. Lochbuy 
and Sir Allan accompanied us. We were told much 
of a war^saddle^ on which this reputed Don Quixote 
used to be mounted ; but we did not see it, for tbe 
young laird had applied it to a less noble purpose, 
having taken it to Falkirk fair with a drove of blad 
cattle. 

We bade adieu to Lochbuy, and to our very 
kind conductor, Sir Allan M'Lean, on the shore of 
Mull, and then got into the ferry-boat, the bottom 
of which was strewed with branches of trees or 
bushes, upon which we sat. We had a good day 
and a fine passage, and in the evening landed at 
Oban, where we found a tolerable inn. After hav- 
ing been so long confined at different times in 
islands, from which' it was always uncertain when 
weicould get away, it was comfortable to be now on 
the maia land, and to know that, if in health, we 
might g^t to any place in Scotland or England in a 
certain number of days. 

Here we discovered from the conjectures which 
were formed, that the people on the main land 
were entirely ignorant of our motions; for in a 
Glasgow news-paper we found a paragraph, which, 
as it contains a just and well-turned compliment to 
my illustrious friend, I shall here insert : 

<< We are well assured that Dr. Johnson is con* 
" fined by tempestuous weather to tbe isle of Sky ; 
** it being unsafe to venture, iu a small boat upon 
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^^ such a* stormy surge as is very common there at 
** this time of the year. Such a philosopher, de- 
** tained on an almost barren island, resembles a 
*« whale left upon the strand. The latter will be 
^^ welcome to every body, on account of its oil, 
" his bone, &c. and the other will charm his com- 
^^ panions, and the rude inhabiUnts, with his supe- 
*' rior knowledge and wisdom, calm resignation, 
*^ and unbounded benevolence." 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23. 

After a good night*s rest, we breakfasted at our 
leisure. We talked of Goldsrpith's Traveller, of 
which Dr. Johnson spoke highly ; and, while I 
was helping him on with his great coat, he repeated 
from it the character of the British nation, which 
he did with such energy, that the tear started into 
his eye : 

'' Stern o*er each bosom reason holds her state, 
*' With daring aims irregularly great, 
*' Pride in their port, defiance in thefr eye, 
'^ J see the lords of human kind pass by, 
** Intent on high designs, a thoughtful band, 
'< By form^ unfashion'd, fresh from natjore's hand -, 
" Fierce in their native hardiness of soul, 
** True to imagined right, above controlj 
*' While ev*n the peasant boasts these rights to scan, 
** And learps to venerate himself as man.** 

We could get but one bridle here^ which, accord- 
ing to the maxim detur digniori, was appropriated 
to Dr. Johnson's sheltie. I and Joseph rode with 
halters. We crossed in a ferry-boat a pretty wide 
lake, and on the farther side of it, close by the 
shore, found a hut for our inn. We were much 
wet. I changed my clothes in part, and was at 
pains to get myself well dried. Dr. Johnson reso- 
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tutely kept on all his clothes, wet M they were, 
letting them steam before the smoky turf fire. I 
thought him in the wrong; but his firmness was, 
perhaps, a species of heroism » 

I remember but little of our conversation. I 
mentioned Shenstone*s saying of Pope, that he had 
the art of condensing sense more than any body. 
Dr. Johnson said, '^ It is not true, sir. There is 
more sense in a line of Cowley than in a page (or 
a sentence, or ten lines, — I am not quite certain of 
the very phrase) of Pope.** He maintained that 
Archibald, Duke of Argyle, was a narrow man. I 
wondered at this ; and observed, that his building 
So great a hoiise at Inverary was not like a narrow 
man. " Sir, (said he,) when a narrow man has re- 
solved to build a house, he builds it like another 
man^ But Archibald, Duke of Argyle, was narrow 
in his ordinary expences, in his quotidian expences.** 

The distinction is very just*. It is in the ordinary 
expences of life that a man*s liberality or narrow- 
ne;5s is to be discovered. — I never heard the word 
gtiotidian in this sense, and I imagined it to be a 
word of Dr. Johnson's own fabrication ; but I have 
since found it in Young^s Night Thoughts, (Night 
fifth,) 

" Death's a destroyer of. quotidian prey." 

and in my friend's Dictionary, supported by the 
authorities of Charles L and Dr. Donne. 

It rained very hard as we joumied on after din- 
ner. The roar of torrents from the mountains, as 
we passed along in the dusk, and the other circum* 
stances attending our ride in the evening, have bees 
mentioned with so much animation by Dr« Johnson. 



TO TH£ HC&RIDES. 350 

dkat I shall not attempt to say any thing on the 
subject. 

We got at night to Inverary, where we found 
an excellent inn. Even here^ Dr. Johnson would 
not change his wet clothes. 

The prospect of good accommodation cheered U9 
mnch. We supped well ; and after supper. Dr. 
Johnson, whom I had not seen taste any fermented 
liquor during all our travels, called for a gill of 
whiskey. '* Come (said he,) let me know what it 19 
that makes a Scotchman happy P* He drank it all 
but a drop, which I begged leave to pour into 
my glass, that I might say we had drunk whisky 
together, I proposed Mrs. Thrale should be our 
toast. He would not have her drunk in whisky, but 
rather '^ some insular lady ;'* so we drank one of th$ 
ladies whom we had lately left. — He owned to* 
night, that he got as good a room and bed as at an 
English inn. 

I had here the pleasure of finding a letter from 
home, which relieved me from the anxiety I had 
suffered, in consequence of not havidg received 
any account of my family for many weeks. I also 
found a letter from Mr. Garrick^ which was a regale 
as agreeable as a pine-apple would be in a desert. 
He had favoured me with his correspondence for 
many years ; ahd when Dr. Johnson and I were at 
Inverness, I had written to him as follows : 

Inverness^ 
^^ MJ DEAB SIB, Suoday, S9 August, 177S. 

^^'Here I am, and Mr. Samuel Johnson 
actually with me. We were a night at Fores, in 
coming to which, in the dusk of the evening, we 
passed over the bleak and blasted heath where Mac- 
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bcth met the witches. Your old preceptor repeated, 
with much solemnity, the speech — 

" How far is't called to Fores ? What are these, 
" So wither'd and so wild in their attire," &c. 

This day we visited the ruins of Macbeth's castle at 
Inverness. I have had great romantick satisfaction 
in seeing Johnson upon the classical scenes of Shak« 
speare in Scotland ; which I really looked upon as 
almost as improbable as that ^ Birnam wood should 
come to-JDunsinane.* Indeed, as I have always 
been Accustomed to view him as a permanent Lon- 
don object^ it would not be much more wonderful to 
ine to see St. Paul's church moving along where we 
now are. As yet we have travelled in post-chaisesi 
but to-morrow we are to mount on horseback, and 
ascend into the mountains by Fort Augustus, and 
so on to the ferry, where we are to cross to Sky, 
We shall see that Island fully, and then visit some 
more of the Hebrides ; after which we are to land 
in Argyleshire, proceed by Glasgow to Auchinleck, 
repose there a competent time, and then return to 
Bdinburgh, from whence the Rambler will depart 
for old England again, as soon as he finds it con- 
venient. Hitherto we have had a very prosperous 
expedition. I flatter myself, sei-vetur ad imum^ qualis 
ab incepto processerit. He is in excellent spirits, and 
I have a rich journal of his conversation. Look 
back^ Davy*^ to Litchfield; — run up through the 
time that has elapsed since you first knew Mr. John- 
son, — and enjoy with me his present extraordinary 
Tour, i could not resist the impulse of writing to 

* I took the liberty of giving this fair.il^r appellation to my cele- 
fcrated friend, to bring in a more lively n^anner to bis remcmbnuace th^ 
period when ^e was Dr. JobnsoD*s piipil. 



TO THE HEBRIDES. 3«l 

you from this place. The situation of the old castle 
corresponds exactly to Shakspeare^s description. 
While we were there to-day, it happened oddly, 
that a raven perched upon one of the chimney-tops, 
and croaked. Then I in my turn repeated — 

" The rav«cn himself is hoarse, 

"• Tliat croaks the fatal entrance of Dancan^ 

'* Under my batt)enaenta«*' 

^^ I wish you had been with us. Think what 

enthusiastick happiness I shall have to see Mr. 

Samuel Johnson walking among the romantick 

rocks and woods of my ancestors at' Auchinleck 1 

Write to me at Edinburgh. You owe me his verses 

on great George and tuneful Gibber, and the bad 

verses which led him to make his fine ones on Philips 

the musician.' Keep your promise, and let me have 

them. I offer my very best compliments to Mrs. 

Garrick^ and ever am 

" Your warm admifer and friend^ 

« To David Garrkk, Esq. j^^^ Boswell." 

Jjonaon* 

His answer was as follows, 

'' Dear Sir, Hampton, ^^^PjemUr 14, 

** YOU stole away from London, and left us 
all in the lurch ; for we expected you one night at 
the club, and knew nothing of your departure. 
Had I payed you what I owed you, for the book 
you bought for me, I should only have grieved for 
the loss of your company, and slept with a quiet 
conscience ; but^ wounded as it is, it must (remain 
so ti)l I see you again, though I am sure our good 
friend Mr. Johnsqn will discharge the debt for me, 
if yoij will let him. — Your account of your journey 
to Fores^ the raven, old castle, &c. &c. made rr;e 
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half mad. - Are you not rather too late in th« year 
for fine weather^ which is the life and soul (^ seeing 
places ?-^I hope your pleasure will continue fualis 
ab incepto, &c. 

" -Your friend * ' threatens me much. I 

only wish that he would put his threats in execution^ 
and, if he prints his play, I will forgive him. I 
remember he complained to you, that his bookseller 

call for the money for some copies of his , 

which I subscribed for, and that I desired him to 
call again.^— The truth is, that my wife was not at 
home, and that for weeks together I have not ten 
shillings in my pocket.— —However, had it been 
otherwise, it was not so great a crime to draw his pa- 
etical vengeance upon me.-— I despise all that he 
can do, and am glad that I can so easily get rid of 
him and his ingratitude. — I am hardened both to 
abuse, and ingratitude. 

" You, I am sure, wilt no more recommend 
your poetasters to my civility and good offices. 

'^ Shall I recommend to you a play of EschyluSj^ 
(the Prometheus,) published and translated by poor 
old Morel], who is a good scholar, and an ac- 
quaintance of mine ? It will be but half a guinea. 



• I have suppressed my friend's name from an apprehennon of 
wounding his sensibility ; but 1 would not withhold from my Kaden 
a passage which shews Mr. Garrick's mode of writing as the Manager 
of a Theatre, and contains a pleasing trait of his domestick life. His 
judgment of dramatick pieces, so fiur^ as conoerns their ezhibttioD em 
the stage, must be allowed to have considerable weight. But from 
the effect which a perusal of the tragedy here condemned had upoik 
myself, and from tlu: opinious of some eminent critieks, I ve&tun 
to pronounce that it has mueh poetical merit ; and its aoihour haa 
distinguished himself by several performances which shew that tht 
epithet poeiatter vw, iu the present instance^ much miia] 

6 
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d your name shall be put m the list I am making 
for him. You will be in very good company. 

^' Now for the Epitaphs ! 

■ 

[These, together with the verses on Gedrge the 
Second, and CoUey Cibbery as his Poet Laureate 
of which imperfect copies are gone about, will 
appear in my Life of Dr. Jb Anson*, j 

^* I have no more paper^ or I should have 
said more to you. My love and respects to Mr. 
Johnson. 

'^ Your'sever, 

D. Gabrick. 

" I can't write. I have the gout in my hand " 
•* To James Boswell, Esq. Edinburgh.^* 

SUNDAY^ OCTOBBR 24. 

We passed the forenoon calmly and placidly. I 
prevailed on Dr. Johnson to read aloud Ogden's 
sixth Sermon on Prayer, which he did with a distinct 
expression, and pleasing solemnity. He praised my 
favourite preaclier, his elegant language, and re* 
markable acuteness; and said, he fought infidels 
with their own weapons. 

As a specimen of Ogden*s. manner, I insert the 
following passage from the sermon which Dr. John- 
son now read. The preacher, after arguing against 
that vain philosophy which maintains, in confor- 
mity with the hard principle of eternal necessity, or 
unchangeable predetermination, that the only effect 
of prayer for others, although we are exhorted to 
pray for them, is to produce good dispositions in 
ourselves towards them ; thus expresses himself: 

* [Seethe life of Johnson, toL i. pp. 1S5, 126, 5th edit*] 
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A plain man may be apt to ask. But if this 
then, though enjoined in the holy scriptures, is 
to be my real aim and intention^ when I arn 
*• taught to pray for other persons, why is it that 
" I do ftot plainly so express it St Why is not the 
V form of the petition brought nearer to the mean- 
" ing ? Give them, say I to our heavenly father, 
^' what is good. But this, I am to understand, 
^' will ]ye as it will be, and is not for me to alter. 
'^ Wh^t is it then that I am doing ? I-am desiring 
to become charitable myself; and why may I 
not plainly say so ? Is there shame in it, or im- 
piety ? The wish is laudable : why should I form 
designs to hide it 7 
" Or is it, perhaps, better to be brought about 
'' by indirect means, and in this artful manner? 
^^ Alas ! wbo is it that I would impose on ? From 
^' whom can it be, in this commerce, that I deare 
^* to hide any thing ? When, as my Saviour oom« 
** mands me, I have entered into my closet, and shut 
** my door^ there are but two parties privy to my 
'^ devotions, God and my own heart ; whiqh of the 
** two am I deceiving ?'* 

He wished to have more books, and, upon in*- 
quiring if there were any in the bouse, was told that 
a waiter had some, which were brought to him ; but 
I recollect none of them, except Herveys Menta- 
tions. He thought slightingly of this admired book. 
He treated it with ridicule, and would not allow 
even the scene of the dying Husband and Father 
to be pathetick. I a:n not an impartial judge; for 
JJervey^s Meditations engaged my affections in my 
early years.— He re^d a passage concerning the 
muon, ludicrously, and shewed how easily he could, 

4 
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in the same style^ make reflections on that planet, 
the very reverse of Hervey's, representing her aa 
treacherous to mankind. He did this with much 
humour ; but I have not preserved the particulars. 
He then indulged a playful fancy, in making a 
Meditation on a Pudding, of which I hastily wrote 
down, in his presence, the following note ; which, 
though impeiifect, may serve to give my readers 
some idea of it. 

Meditation on a Pudding. 
*' LET us seriously reflect of what a pudding 
is composed. It is composed of flour that once 
waved in the golden grain, and drank the dews of 
the morning; of milk pressed from the swelling 
udder by the gentle hand of the beauteous milk«- 
maid, whose beauty and innocence might have re* 
commended a worse draught ; who, while she 
stroked the udder, indulged no ambitious thoughts 
of wandering in palaces, formed no plans for the 
destruction of her fellow-creatures : milk, which is 
drawn from the cow, that useful animal, that eats 
the grass of the field, and supplies us with that 
which made the greatest part of the food of man- 
kind in the age which the poets have agreed to call 
golden. It is made with an egg, that miracle of 
nature, which the theoretical Burnet has compared 
to creation. An egg contains water within its beau- 
tiful smooth surface ; and an unformed mass, by 
the incubation of the parent, becomes a regular 
animal, furnished with bones and sinews, and co- 
vered with feathers. — Let us consider ; can there be 
more wanting to complete the Meditation on a 
Pudding ? If more is wanting, more may be found. 
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It contains «alt; which keeps the sea from putre- 
faction : salt, which is made the image o( inteltec- 
tual excellence, contributes to the formation of a 
pudding/' 

In a Magazine I found a saying of Dr. Johnson's, 
something to this purpose ; that the happiest pari 
pf a man's life is what he passes lying awake in bed 
in the morning. I read it to him. He said, ** I 
may, perhaps, have said this ; for nobody, at times, 
talks more laxly than I do." I ventured to suggest 
to him, that this was dangerous from one of his 
authority. 

I spoke of living in the country, and upon what 
footing one should be with neighbours. I observed 
that some people were afraid of being on too easy a 
footing with them, from an apprehension that thdr 
time would not be their own. He made the obvi-- 
ous remark, that it depended much on what kind 
of neighbours one has, whether it was desirable to 
be on an easy footing with them, or not. I men* 
tioned a certain baronet, who told me, he never 
was happy in the country, till he was not on speak* 
ing terms with his neighbours, which he contrived 
in different ways to bring about. " Lord 
(said he) stuck along ; but at last the fellow 
pounded my pigs, and then I got rid of him." — 
Johnson. ' " Nay, sir. My Lord got rid of Sir 
John, and shewed how little he valued him, by 
putting his pigs in the pound." 

* I told Dr. Johnson I was in some difficulty how 
to act at Inverary. I had reason to think that the 
Duchess of Argyle disliked me, on account of my 
zeal in the Douglas cause ; but the Duke of Argyle 
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had itlways been pleased to treat me with great d^ 

Tility. They were now at the castle, which is a 

very short walk from our inn ; and the question 

was, whether I should go and pay my respects there. 

Dr. Johnson, to whom I had stated the case, was 

dear that I ought ; but, in his usual way, he was 

very shy of discovering a desire to be invited there 

himself. Though from a conviction of the benefit 

of subordination to society, he has always shewn 

great respect to persons of high rank, when he 

happened to be in their company, yet his pride of 

character has ever made him guard against any ap* 

pearance of courting the great. Besides, he was 

impatient to go to Glasgow, where he expected let* 

ters. At the same time he was, I believe, secretly 

not unwilling to have attention paid him by so great 

a Chieftain, and so exalted a nobleman. He in- 

aisted that L should not go to the castle this day be* 

fore dinner, as it would look like seeking an invi* 

tation. ^^ Butj (said I,) if the duke invites us to 

dine with him to-morrow, shall we accept ?" — 

" Yes, sir ;*• I think he said, ^* to be sure." But, 

he added, " He won't ask us 1" — I mentioned, that 

I was afraid my company . might be disagreeabl^to 

the duchess. He treated this objection with a man* 

ly disdain : ** Thai, sir, he must settle with his wife.** 

—We dined well. I went to the castle just about 

the time when I supposed the ladies would be retired 

from dinner. I sent in my name ; and, being shewn 

in, found the amiable duke sitting at the head of 

his table with several gentlemen. I was most po* 

litely received, and gave his grace some particulars 

of the curious journey which I had been making 

with Dr. Johnson. When we rose from table, the 
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duke said to me^ *^ I hope you and Dr. JohnaoD 
will dine with us to*inorrow.** I thanked his grace } 
but told him, my friend was in a great hurry to get 
back tp London. The duke, with a kind compla- 
cency, said, ** He will stay one day ; and I will take 
care he shall see this place to adtrantage.** I said^ I 
should be sure to let him know his grace^s invitation. 
—As I was going away, the duke said, ^* Mr. fios- 
well, won*t you have some tea?** — I thought it best 
to get over the meeting with the duchess this night ; 
so respectfully agreed. I was conducted to the 
drawing-room by the duke, who announced my 
name ; but the duchess, who was sitting with her 
daughter, Lady Betty Hamilton, and some other 
ladies, took not the least notice of me. I- should 
have been mortified at being thus coldly received by 
a lady of whom I, with the rest of the world, have 
always entertained a very high admiration, had I not 
been consoled by the obliging attention of the 
duke. 

When I returned to the inn, I informed Dr. 
Johnson of the Duke of Argyle's invitation, with 
which he was much pleased, and readily accepted of 
]t.-~We talked of a violent contest which was then 
carrying on, with a view to the next general eleclion 
for Ayrshire ; where one of the candidates, in order 
to undermine the old and established interest, had 
aitfully held himself out as a champion for the in* 
dependency of the county against aristocratick in* 
fluence, and had persuaded several gentlemen into 
a resolution to oppose every candidate who was sop* 

ported by peers. " Foolish fellows! (said Dr. 

Johnson,) don't they see that they are as much de- 
pendent upon the peers one way as the other. The 
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pe^rs have bull to oppa$e a candidate to ^iatd bim 
success, ti is said the only way to make a pigf go 
forward^ is to pull him back by the taiL These 
people must be treated like pigs. 

MONDAY^ OCtOBBa 7,5. 

My . acquaintance, the Retrerend Mr* Johft 
M^Aulay, on6 of the Ministers of InTeraray, and 
brother to our good friend at Calder^ came to ti^ 
this mornings and accompanied us to the castle^ 
where I pitesented Dr. Johnson to the Duke of Ar^ 
gyle. We were shewn through the house ; and I 
never shall forget the impression made upon my 
fancy by some of the ladies' maids tripping about 
in neat morning dresses. After seeing for a long 
time little but rusticity, their lively manner, and 
gay inviting appearance, pleased me so much^ that 
I thought, for the moment, I could have beeb » 
knight- errant for them *• 

We then got into a low one-horse chair, ordereid* 
for us by the Duke, in which we drove about the 
place. Dr. Johnson was much struck by the gnm-» 
deur and elegance of this princely seat. He thought, 
however, the castle too lovtr, and wished it had been 
a story higher. — He said, ** What I admire here, 
is the total defiance of expence/* I had a particu-- 
lar pride in shewing him a great nuihber of fine old 
trees, to compensate for the nakedness which had 
made such an impression on him on the eastern coast 
of Scotland. 



* On rcAedioa, at the disunee of seTeral yarn, I wonder that my 
TenenUe felkm-ttvfcUcr ihenld have read thid |iasaogc withoot cen- 
soring my levity* 

Bb 
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When we came in, before dinner, we found the 
duke and some gentlemen in the halK Dr. Johnson 
took much notice of the large collection of arms, 
which are excellently disposed there. I told what 
he had said to Sir Alexander McDonald, of his an- 
cestors not suffering their arms to rust. " Well, 
(said the doctor,) but let us be glad we live in times 
when arms may rust. We can sit to-day at his 
grace's table, without any risk of being attacked, 
and perhaps sitting down again wounded or 
maimed.'* The duke ^ placed Dr. Johnson next 
himself at table. I was in fine spirits ; and though 
sensible that I had the misfortune of not being in fa- 
vour with the duchess, I was- not in the least discon- 
certed, and offered, her grace some of the dish that 
was before me. It must be owned that I was in the 
right to be quite unconcerned, if I could. I was 
the Duke of Argyle*s guest ; and I had no reason to 
suppose that he adopted the prejudices and resent- 
ments of the Duchess of Hamilton. 

I knew it was the rule of modern high life not to 
drink to any body \ but that I might have the satis- 
faction for once to look the duchess in the face, with 
a glass in my hand, I with a respectful air addressed 
her, — " My Lady Duchess, I have the honour to 
drink your grace*s good health.'* — ^I repeated the 
worda audibly, and with a steady countenance. 
This was, perhaps, rather too much ; but sonie al- 
lowance must be made; for human feelings. 

The duchess was very attentive to Dr. Johnson. 
I know not how a middle state came .to be men- 
tioned. Her grace wished to hear him on that 
point. ** Madam, (said he,) your own relation, 
Mr. Archibald Campbell, can tdl you better about 



to ^AE rfEbRlDESi Sfi 

it^than I cdn. He was a bishop of the tionjuring 
i5dmmunion, atid wrote a book upon the subject *.'* 
•*— He engaged to get it for her grace. He after- 
wards gave a full history of Mr.* Archibald Camp- 
bell, which I am sorry I do not recollect particu-- 
larly. He said, Mr. Campbell had been bred a vio- 
lent Whig, but afterwards " kept better compani/y 
and became a Tory.** He said this with a smile, in 
pleasant allusion, as I thought, to the opposition be- 
tween his own political principles and those of the 
duke*s clan. He added that Mr. Campbell, after 
the revolution, was thrown into gaol on account 
of his tenets ; but, on application by letter to 
the old Lord Townshend, was released : that he al- 
ways spoke of his Lordship with great gratitude, 
saying, " though a fVhigy he had humanity.** 

Dr. Johnson and I passed some time together, in 
June 1784, at Pembroke college, Oxford, with the 
Reverend Dr. Adams, the master ; and I having ex- 
pressed a regret that my note relatrve to Mr. Archi- 
bald Campbell was imperfect, he was then so good 

• As this book is now become very scarce, I shall subjoin the title, 
which is curious : 

''The Doctrines of a Middle 'Sute between Death and the Resur-* 
** rection i Of Prayers for the Dead : And the Necessity of Purific»- 
^' tion 'f plainly proved from the. holy Scriptures, and the Writings 
'* of the Fathers of the Primitive Church : and acknowledged by se- 
** veral learned Fathers and Great Divines of the Church ofEng-' 
" gland and others since the Reformation. To which is added, an • 
" Appendix concerning the Descent of the Soul of Christ into Hell, 
«* while his Body lay in the Crave. I'ogether whh the Judgment 
** of the Reverend Dr. Hickes concerning this Book, so far as re*'' 
*' latea to a Middle State, particular Judgment, and Prayers for the . 
** Dead as it appeared in the first Edition. And a Manuscript of the 
•* Right Reverend Bishop Overall upon the Subject of a Middle State, 
*' and never before printed. Also, a Pnssetvative against several of the 
*' Errors of the Roman Church, in six small Treatises, By the Ho* 
«<'nourable Archibald Campbell/' Folio, 1721. 

B B 2 
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V to write iirith hit own band, on the blank fMige 
of my Journal^ opposite to that which contains 
what I have mentioned^ the following paragraph; 
whicbs however^ is not quite so fuU as the narrative 
he ga?e at Inveraray : 

'^ The Honourable Auchibald Campbell iciar, 
** / believe^ the Nephew of the Marquis of Arggle. 
^^ Be began life by engaging in MonmoutKs rebellionj 
*^ and% to escape the law, livedsome time in Surinam. 
^* When he returned^ he became zealous for episcopacy 
^* and monarchy ; and at the Revolution adhered not 
'^ only to the Nonjurors^ but to those who re/used io 
*^ communicate with the Church of England, or to be 
*' present at any worship where the usurper was fnen- 
'' tioned as king. He was, 1 believe, more than once 
'^ apprehended in the reign of King fPilliam, and once 
^^ at the accession of George. He was thefamiUar 
** friend of Hicks and Nelson ; a man pf letters, but 
*^ injudicious ; and very curious and . inquisitive, bui 
^^ credulous. He lived in IJ^, or A4., about 7S 
•' years old** 

The subject of luxury having been introduced, 
Dr* Johnson defended it. ^' We have now (said 
he) a splendid dinner before us ; which of alt these, 
dishes is unwholesome ?*^ The duke asserted^ that he 
had observed the grandees of Spain diminiabed in 
their size by luxury. Dr. Johnson politely refrained 
from opposing directly an observation which the 
duke himself had made ; but said, <^ Man must be 
very different from other animals^ if he is diminish- 
ed by good living i for the size of all other animals 
is increased by it.'* I made some remark that aeeroed 
to imply a belief in second sight. The duchess said, 
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•^ I fancy you will be a Methodist ^ — ^This -was the 
only sentence her grace deij?ned to utter to me; and 
I take it for granted, she thought it a good hit oa 
my credulity in the Douglas cause. 

A gentleman in company, after dinner, was de« 
sired by the duke to go into another room, for a spe* 
cimen of curious marble, which his grace wished to 
shew us. He brought a wrong piece, upon which the 
duke sent him back again. He could not refuse ; 
but, to avoid any appearance of servility, he whistled 
as he walked out of the room, to shew his indepen- 
dencJ^ On my mentioning this afterwards to Dr. 
Johnson, he said, it was a nice trait of character. 

Dr. Johnson talked a great deal, and w.is so en- 
tertaining, that Lady Betty Hamilton, after dinner^ 
went and placed her chair close to his, leaned npon 
tlie back of it, and listened eagerly. . It would have 
made a fine picture to have drawn the Sage and her 
at this time inthcir several attitudes. He did not 
know, all the while, how much he was honoured. 
I told him afterwards I never saw him so gentid 
and complaisant as this day. 

We went to tea. The duke and I walked up and 
down the drawing-room, conversing. The duchesi 
still continued to shew the same marked coldness 
for me; for which, though I sulfered from it, t 
made every allowance, considering the very warm 
part that I had taken for Douglas, in the cause in 
which she thought her son deeply interested. Had 
not her grace discovered some displeasure towafdl 
me^ I should have suspected her of insensibility or 
dissimulation. 

Her grace made Df . Johnson come and sit by her, 
and asked him why be made hit joomey ao late in 
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the y.e^r. ^^ Why, ma4am, (said he,) you know 
Mr. Soswell must attend the Court of Session^ and 
it does not rise till the twelfth of August."c— Shp 
said, with some sharpness, " I know nothing of Mr, 
Bos well." Poor Lady Lucy Douglas, to whom I 
mentioned this, observed, " She knew too much of 
Mr. Bosvyell.*' I shall m^ke no remark on her 
grace's speech. I indeed felt it as rather top severe ; 
but when I recollected that my punishment was in- 
flicted by so dignified a beauty, I had that kind of 
consolation which ^ man would feel ivbo is strangled 
by a silken cord. Dr. Johnson was all attention to 
her grace. He used afterwards a droll expression^ 
xjpoi) hpr enjoying the three titles of Hamilton, 
prandon, and Argyle. Borrowing an image frooi, 
the Turkish empire, he called her a Duciiess with 
three tails. 

He wa3 much pleased with our visit at the castle 
of Inveraray. The Duke of Argyle was exceed* 
ingly polite to him* apd, upon his complaining of 
the shelties which he had hitherto ridden being too 
small for him, his grace tolct him he should be 
provided yni\^ a goojl horse to. parry hiqi next 
flay. 

Mr. John M^Aqlay passed the evening with us at 
our inn. When Dr. Johnson spoke of peqple whose 
principles were good> but whose practice was faulty, 
^r. M^Aulay said, he had nq notion of people being 
in earnest in their good professions, whose practice 
was not suitable to them. The Doctor grew warm, 
gnd saiH, ** Sir, you are so jgrossly ignorant of 
human nature, as not to know that a man may be 
r.ery sincere in good principles, v/ithout paving 
good practice ?" 
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Dr. Johnson was unquestionably in the right*; 
and whoever examines himself cafndidly^ wHl be sa- 
tisfied of it, though the inconsistency between prin-* 
dples and practice are greater in some men than in 
others. 

I recollect very little of this night*s. .conversation. 
I am sorry that indolence, came on me towi^rds the 
conclusion of our journey, so that I didnpt write 
down what passed with the same assiduity as, during 
the greatest part of it. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26. 

Mr. M'Atilay breakfasted with us, nothing hurt 
or dismayed by his last night*s correction. Being a 
man of good sense, he had a just adiuiration of 
Dr. Johnson. 

Either yesterday morning, or this, I commu- 
nicated to Dr. Johnson, from Mr. M*Aulay*s infor* 
mation, the news that Dr. Beattie had got a pension 
of two hundred pounds a year. He sat up in his' 
bed, clapped his hands, and cried, " O brave we !" — 
a peculiar exclamati^ of his when he rejoices *. 

As we sat over our tea, Mr. Home's Tragedy of 
Douglas was mentioned. I put Dr. Johnson in mind, 
that once, in a €x>ffee house at Oxford, he called to 
old Mr. Sheridan, " How came you. Sir, to give 
Home a gold metal for writing that foolish play V* 
and defied Mr. Sheridan to shew ten good lines in it. 
He did not insist they should be together ; but that 
there were not ten good lines in the whole play. He 
now persisted in this. I endeavoured to defend that 

* Having mentioned, more tlian once, that my Journal was penned 
by Dfi Johnson, I think it.pro(ier to inform mj rvadcn that this is 
ttie last paragraph which he read. 
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|»theticfc an^ )ieauti(^ tr*gp^, and repnted th« 
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" Thqo first of rirtuft ! let po iportsd leave 
*' Thj ooward path, although the earth should gape^ 
** And from the gplph qf hell destruction cry, 
*' To take disdmolation's winding way." 

Johnson. ^' That wi!l not do, sir. Nothing is 
good but what is consistent with truth or probability « 
>vhich this is not. Juvenal^ indeed, gives us a noble 
picture of inflexible virtue : 

" Esto boom pibff tutor bopoi, arbiter idem 
'' Integer : aipb^ig^ae si quaodo citabere testis^ 
" Incertieqae rei^ Phalaris licet imperet, ot sit 
** Falsus, et admoto dictet perjuria tauro, 
^^ Snmniam ciede befea animam prsferre pudori, 
** £t propter vitam vivendi perdere causas*.'* 

He repeated the lines with great force and dig- 
nity ; then added^ '' And^ after this, comes Johpny 
Home, with his earth gaping, and his destruction 
cryiing .•—Pooh -J-f* 

. • Ao honest geaffiiaa, aiihiMwr joM^ 

JQk thooi thy it^tioo deem a ffoivd tryst. 

With thjr good sword wwt^in thy country's cfose^ 

In every action Tcneratt its bws : 

Thf tie f oftieraVi if fidsely utgM t« twear, 

Thoufh tonnns w^it thee, tortora arody hm; 

To forfeit honour, think the highest shame, 

And life too dearly bpaght by lois of hmt \ 

1^1 to piesfrre it, with thy wttac gi?e 

That for which ooly m^u sk^ould wish to liyiu 
For thii and thf other translations to which no signatnne i| fffixcd, 
I an iudebicd to the friend who^ ohservatiQl^ ai^ me&Qoned hi* the 
iPW^ pp. MU end 41f. 

1 1 am sorry that I was unlucky in my qootstj^to. ^t nolwitii- 
slaadiag the acoteneia of Dr. Johosonli' criticism, i^nd the power of 
Us lidicula. the IVagedy of Doffgla^ |titl continues to ^ ^eoeiaBy 
and deservedly adasiied. 
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While we were lamenting the number of rained 
religious buildings which we had lately seen, I 
spoke with peculiar feeling of tlie miserable neglect 
pf ihe chapel belonging to jthe palace of Holyrood- 
house, in which are deposited the remaios of many 
pf the Kings of Spotland, and of many of oar no*^ 
bility. I said, it wa3 a disgrace to the country that 
St was not fi^paired : and particularly coinplaJXie4 
that my friend Douglas, the representative pf a great 
house, and proprietor of a vast estate, aliduld auf<- 
fer the sacred spot where his mother lies interred^ to 
be unroofed, and exposed to all the inclemencies of 
the weather, Dr. Jphnspn, ivho, Ikoow not how, 
had formed an opinion on the Hamilton aide, in the 
]>>Mglaa cauy^, slity /answered, ** Sir, air, don't be too 
severe upou the gentleman ; don't accuse bim <^ 
want of filial piety ! I^ady Jane I>ouglas was not 
his mother/' — He roused my zeal 30 much that I 
%qok the liberty to tel) hiip be knew nothing of the 
cause : which I do most seriously believe waa the 
case. 

We were now ^* ip a country of bridles and sad. 
dies,*' and set out fully equipped. The Duke of 
Argyle was obliging enough to mount Dr. Johnson 
on a stately steed from hta grace's stable. My friend 
was highly pleased, and Joseph said, ^^ He now 
looks like a bishop." 

We dined at the inn at Tarbat, and at night came 
to Rosedow, the beatiful seat of Sir James Colqu- 
houn, on the banks of Lochlomond^ where I, and 
any friends whom I have introduced, have ever been 
received with kind and elegaAt hospitality. 
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WEDNESDAY^ OCTOBER 27. 

When I went into Dr. Johnson^s room this morn- 
ing, I observed to him how wonderfully courteous he 
had been at Inveraray, and said^ '^ You were quite a 
fine gentleman, when with the duchess.*' He an- 
"swered, in good humour, " Sir, I look upon myself 
as a very polite man :*' and he was right, in a proper 
manly sense of the word. As an immediate proof 
of it, let nie observe, that he would not send back die 
Duke of Argyle's horse without a letter of thanks^ 
which I copied. 

TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OP ARGTLB, 

'* THAT kindness which disposed your 
grace to supply me with the horse, which I have now 
returned, will make you pleased to hear that he has 
carried me well. 

*^ By my diligence in the little commission with 
which I was^ honoured by the duchess, I will endea« 
vour to shew how highly I value the favours which 
I have received^ and how much I desire to be 
thought^ 

•^ My Lord, 
^ Your grace's most obedient, 
** and most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 

. Rosedow, Oct* 9g, 1773. 

The duke was so attentive to his respectable guest, 
that on the same day, he wrote him an answer, 
w iiich was received at Auchinleck : 
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*^ I am glad to hear your journey from this 

Jlace was not unpl^sant, in regard to your horse, 
wish I could have supplied you with good weather, 
which I am afraid you felt the want of, 

" The Duchess of Argyle desires her compli- 
iments to you, 9nd is much dbliged to you for re- 
inemhering her commission. I ^m, sir, 

** Your mpst obedient humble servant, 

iDTmray.Oct. gg, 1773. 

I ain happy to insert every memorial of the hoi 
oouF doqe tQ my great friend* Indeed, I was at aU 
timesi desirous to preserve the letters which he re- 
ceive(l from eminent persons, of which, as of all 
other papers, he was very negligent ; atid I once 
proposed to him, that they should be committed to 
roy <^re, as his Ctislps Rotulorum. \ wish he had 
(Complied with my request, as by that means many 
valuable writing? might have been preserved, that 

fire nqw lost *. 

After breakfast, Dr. Johnson and I were furnished 
with a boat, and sailed about upon Locklomond, 
9nd landed on soipe of the islands which are inter- 

* As a ^ remarkable instance of his negligence, 1 remember some 
years ago to bAVe found lying loose in his stnily, and without the 
cover, which conuined the address^ a letter to him from Lord Thup- 
low, to whom he had made an ap|Jlication as Chancellor, in behalf •£ 
a poor literary friend. It was expressed in such terms of respect for Dr. 
Johnson, that, in my zeal for bis repntation, I remonstrated warmly 
with him on his strange inattention, and obuined hit permisaion to 
take a copy of it ; by which probably it has been ^preserved, as tha 
origmal 1 have reaAon to tappose is lost. 
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spersed. He was much pleased with the scene, 
which it so well known by the accounts of various 
travellers, that it is unnecessary for me to attempt 
any description of it. 

I recollect none of his conversation, except that, 
when talking of dress, he said, ** Sir, were I to 
have any thing fine, it should be very fine. Were 
I to wear a ring, 1t should not be a bauble, bat a 
stone of great value. Were I to wear a laced or 
embroidered waistcoat, it should be very rich. I 
had once a very rich laced waistcoat, which I wore 
the first night of my tragedy." 

Lady Helen Colquhoun being a very pious wo* 
man, the conversation^ after dinner, took a religious 
turn. Her ladyship defended the presbyterian nxKie 
of public worship; upon which Dr. Johnson de- 
livered those excellent arguments for a form of prayer 
which he has introduced into his *' Journey.** I ani 
nijrseljr fully convinced that a form of prayer for 
publick worship is in general most decent and edi> 
fying. Solennia verba have a kind of prescriptive 
$anctity, and fnake a deeper impression on the mind 
than extemporaneous effusions, in which^ as we 
know not what they are to be, we cannot readily 
acquiesce. Yet I would allow also of a certain por- 
tion of extempore address, as occasion may require. 
This is the practice of the French Plrotestant 
churches. And although the office of forming sup- 
plications to the throne of Heaven is, in my mind, 
too great a trust to be indiscriminately committed 
to the discretion of every minister, I do not mean 
to deny that jsincere devotion may be experienced 
when joining in prayer with thofe who use no 
Liturgy* 
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We wene fiivoared with Sir James Colqohouii's 
coach ta convey ns in the erening to Cameroiiy the 
seat of Commisaary Smdlet. Our satisfaction of 
finding oumelveB again in a cbmfortable carriage 
vraa very great. We had a fdeasing conviction of 
the commbdiousness of civil ization, and heartily 
laughed at the ravings of those absurd visionaries 
who have attempted to persuade us of the superior 
advantages of a state qf nature. 
. Mr. Smollet was a man of considerable learning, 
with abundance of animal spirits ; so that he was a 
very good companion for Dr. Johnson, who said to 
me, ^^ We have had more solid talk here than at any 
plaoe where we have been.** 

I remember Dr* Johnson gave us this evening 
an able and eloquent discourse on the Origin efEvif, 
and on the ccmsistency of moral evil with the power 
and goodness of God. He shewed us how it arose 
from our free agency^ an extinction of which would 
be a still greater evil than any we experience. I 
know not that he said any thing absolutely new, but 
he said a great deal wonderfully well ; and perceiv- 
ing us to be delighted and satisfied, he concluded 
his harangue with an air of benevolent triumph 
over an objection which has distressed many worthy 
mbids : ^^ This then is the answer to the question, 
n«t€» TO K«xo» ?** — Mrsa Smollet whispered me, that 
it was the best sermon she had ever heard. Much 
do I upbraid myself for having neglected to pre* 
serve it. 

THUBSDAY, OCTOBER 28. 

Mr. Smollet pleased Dr. Johnson, by producing 
a collection of news-papers in the time of tlie Usurpa-- 

1 
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tion, from which it appeared that all sorts of criiliet 
were very frequent during that horrible anarchy4 
Vy the side of the high road to Glasgow^ at some 
distance from his house, he had erected a pillar to 
the memory of his ingenious kinsman^, Dr< Smollet i 
and he consulted Dr. Johnson as to an inscription 
for it. Lord Kamea^ who, though he had a great 
store of knowledge^ with much ingenuity, and an- 
common activity of inindj was no profound scholar^ 
had it seems recommended an English inscription. 
Dr. Johnson treated this with great contempt, aay^ 
ing, '* An English inscription would be a disgrace 
to Dr. Smollet ;" and, in answer to what Lonl 
Kames had urged, as to the advantage of its being 
in English, because it would be generally under- 
stood, I observed, that all to whom Dr. Smollet*s 
merit could be an object of respect and imitation^ 
would understand it as well in Latin ; and that sure- 
ly it was not meant for the Highland drovers, or 
other such people, who pass and repass that way. 

We were then shewn a Latin inscription, pro- 
posed for this monument. Dr. Johnson sat down 
with an ardent and liberal earnestness to revise it, 
and greatly improved it by several additions and 
variations. I unfortunately did not take a copy of 
it, as it originally stood ; but I have happily pre- 
served every fragment of what Dr. Johnson wrote ^ 

Quisquis ades^ vialor, 

Vel mente felix, vel studiis cultus, 

Immorare paululum memoris 

TOBIiE SMOLLET, M. D. 

Viri lis virtutibus 

Quas in honiine et cive 

£t laudes, et imiteris, 

• • » * ♦ 
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RMtqaam nura * • * 
Se *••♦••#•• 

« « • • 

Tali tantoque Tiro, sao patraeli, 
* * • • » • 

Hanc colamnam^ 

Amoris eheu ! iDane moDumentum, 

In ipsis Leviniae ripis, 

Quas primis in&ns vagitibus personuit, 

Versiculisque jam fere moritanis illastravit, 

Ponendam cnravit * 



• The epitaj^h which hat been inscribed on the pillar erected <m 
the banks of the Leiren, in honour of Dr. Smollet, is as follows. 
The part which was written by Dr. Johnson, it appears, has been 
altered^ whether for the better, the reader will jadge. The ahera- 
tions are distingoished by Italiofcs. 

Siste viator 2 
Si lepores ingeniiqae venam benign am. 
Si morum callidissimum pictorem, 
Unquam es miratus, 
Immorare paululum memorise 
^ TOBI^ SMOLLET, M. D. 
Viri virtutibus hisce 
Quas in homina et cive 
£t iaudes et imiteris, 
Haud mediocriter ornati : 

■ 

Qui in literis varii versatus, 
Postquam felicitate sibi propria 
Scse posteris commendaverat, 
Morte acerba raptus 
Annoastatts 51, 
Eheu ! qnam procul a palria ! 
Prope Liborni portum in Italia, 

Jacet sepuitus. 

Tali tantoque viro, patrueli suo, 

Cui in decursu lampada 

Se potitts tradidisse decuit, 

Hanc Columnam, 

Amoris, eheu ! inane monumenftinl 

In ipsis Leviniae ripis, 

Quas vtrsicuUt tul exitu vitte illustrataM 

A 
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We had this matvAng a Mtgtilar proof of Dr. 
Johnson's quick and retentive memory. Hay's 
translation of Martial was lying in a window, I said, 
I thought it was pretty wetl done, and shewed him 
a particular epigram, I think, of ten, but am cer- 
tain of eight, lines. He read it, and tossed away 
the book, saying — " No, it is not pretty well.'* As 
I persisted in my op'mion^ be said, ^' Why, sir, 
the original is thus,** — (and he repeated it ;) " and 
this man*8 translation is tbus,*^— and then be re* 
peated that also, exactly, though he had never seen 
it before, and read it over only once, and that too, 
witboat any intention of getting it by heart 

Here a post-chaise, which I had ordered from 
Glasgow, came for us, and we drove on in high 
spirits. We stopped at Dunbarton, and though 
the approach to the castle there is very steep, Dr. 
Johnson ascended it with alacrity, and surveyed all 
that was to be seen. During the whole of our Tour 
he shewed uncommon spirit, could not bear to be 
treated like an old or inlirm man, and was very un- 
willing to accept of any assistance, insomuch that, 
at our landing at Icolmkill, when Sir Allan McLean 
and I submitted to be carried on men*s shoaklers 
from the bo^t to the shore, as it could not be 
brought quite close to land, he sprang into the sea, 
and waded vigorously out. 

Prim is in fans vagitibus personalty 
Ponendani curavit 
Jacobus SivToLLBTde BoahiU 
Abi et reininiscere, 
Hocqnidem honore, 
Non mode defuncli memorise, 
Veruin etiam exemplo, prospectum ess6^ 
Atiis enim, siinodo dijni sint. 
Idem erit Tirtutis praemium 1 
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On our arrival at Ihe Saracen's Head Inn, at 
Glasgow, I was made happy by good accounts from 
home ; and Dr. Jbhnson, who had not received a 
single letter since we left Aberdeen, found here a 
great itiany, the perusal of which entertained him 
much. He enjoyed in imagination the comforts 
which we could now command, and seemed to be 
in high glee. I remember, he put a leg up on 
each side of the grate, and * said, with a mock so- 
lemnity, by way of soliloquy, but loud enough for 
me to hear it, ^' Here am I^ an English man^ sit- 
ting by a coal fire/' 

FRIDAY, OdTOBER 2Q. 

The professors of th^ university being informed 
of our arrival. Dr. Stevenson, Dn Reid, and ' Mr. 
Anderson, breakfasted with us^ Mr. Anderson ac- 
companied us while Dr. Johnson viewed this beauti- 
ful city. He had told me, that one day in Lon- 
don, when Dr. Adam Smith was boasting of it, he 
turned to him and said, *^ Pray, sir, have you ever 
seen Brentford ?** — ^This was surely a strong instance 
of his impatience^ and spirit of contradiction. I put 
him in mind of it to-day, while he expressed his ad- 
miration of the elegant buildings, and whispered him, 
^* Don't you feel some remorse ?'* 

We were received in the college by a number of 
the professors, who shewed all due respect to Dr. 
Johnson ; and then we paid a visit to the principal. 
Dr. Leechman, at his own house, where Dr. John* 
son bad the satisfaction of being told that his name 
had been gratefully celebrated in one of the >paro- 
chial congregations in the Highlands, as the person 
to whose influence it was chiefly owing, that the 

Cc 
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New Testament ^as allowed to be translated intd 
the Erse ladgUage. It seems some political mem- 
bers of the Society In Scotland for prc^iagating 
Christian Knowledge^ had opposed this pious under- 
taking, as tending to preserve the distinction be- 
tween the Highlanders and Lowlanders. Dr. John- 
son wrote a long letter upon the subject to a fHend, 
which being shewn to them, made them ashamed, 
and afraid of being publickly exposed; so they 
were forced to a compliance. It is now in my pos- 
session, and is, perhaps, one of the best productions 
of his masterly pen. 

Professors Reid and Anderson, and the two 
Messieurs Foutis, the Elzevirs of Glasgow, dined 
^nd drank tea with us at our inn, after which the 
professors went -away; and I, having a letter to 
write, left my fellow-traveller with Messieurs Foulis. 
Though good and ingenious men, they had that un- 
settled speculative mode of conversation which is 
offensive to a man regularly taught at an Englidi 
school and university. I found that, instead of 
listening to the dictates of the Sage, they had teazed 
liim with questions and doubtful disputations. He 
came in a flutter to me, and desired I might oome 
back again, for he could not bear these men. ^ O 
ho ! sir, (said I,) you are flying to me for refoge !** 
He never, in any situation, was at a loss for a ready 
repartee. He answered, with a quick vivacity, '^ It 
is of two evils choosing the least^ I was delighted 
with this flash bursting from the doud whidi hung 
upon his mind, closed my letter directly, and joined 
the company. 

We supped at professor Anderson*s. The gene* 
ral impression upon my memory is, that we had not 
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hiuch conversation at Glasgove, where the professors^ 
like their brethren at Aberdeen, did not venture 
to eipoae themselves much to the battery of cannon 
which they knew might play upon them* Dr. John* 
8on^ who was fu^ly conscious of his own superior 
powers* afterwards praised Principal Robertson for 
his caution in this respect. He said to me, ^' Ro- 
bertson, sir, was in the right. Robertson is a man 
of eminence, and the head of a college at E(lin«- 
burgh. He had a character to maintain^ and did 
well not to risk its being lessened.*' 

SATURDAY, OCTOBEB 30. 

We set out towards Ayrshire. I sent Joseph on 
to Loudoun^ with a message, that, if- the earl was 
. at home^ Dr. Johnson and I would have the honour 
to dine with him. Joseph met us on the road, and 
reported that the earl ^^ jumped for joy ^^^ and said, 
** I shall be very happy to see them.'* — We were re- 
ceived with a most pleasing courtesy by his lordship, 
and by the countess his mother, who, in her ninety- 
fifth year, had all her faculties quite unimpaired. 
This was a very cheering sight to Dr. Johnson, who 
had an extraordinary desire for long life. Her lady- 
ship was sensible and well-informed, and had seen 
a great deal of the world. Her lord had held seve- 
ral high offices, and she was sister to the great Earl 
of Stair. 

I cannot here refrain from paying a just tribute 
to the character of John Earl of Loudoun, who did 
more service to the county of Ayr in general, as 
well as to individuals in it, than any man we have 
ever had. It is painful to think that he met with 
much ingratitude from persons both in high and 

cc2 
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low rank : but such was his temper, such his know- 
ledge of •* base mankind *,*' that, as if he had ex- 
pected no other return, his mind was never soured, 
and he retained his good- humour and benevolence 
lo the last. The tenderness of his heart was proved 
sn 17^^5-69 when he had an important command in 
the Highlands, and behaved with a generous hu- 
tnanity to the unfortunate. I cannot figure a more 
honest politician ; for, though his interest in our 
County was great, and generally successful, he not 
only did not deceive by fallacious promises, but 
was anxious that people should not deceive them- 
selves by too Sanguine expectations. His kind and 
dutiful attention to his mother was unremitted* 
At his house was true hospitality ; a plain but a 
plentiful table ; and every guest, being left at per- 
fect freedbtti, felt himself quite easy and happy. 
While I live, I shall honour the memory of this 
amiable man. 

At night, we advanced a few miles farther, to 
the house of Mr. Campbell of Treesbank, who was 
married to one of my wife's sisters, and were eDter- 
taihed very agreeably by fl worthy couple. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31. 

We reposed here in tranquillity. Dr. Johnson was 
pleased to find a numerous and excellent collection 
of books, which had mostly belonged to the Re- 
verend Mr. John Campbell^ brother of our host 
1 was desirous to have procured for my fellow-^tra- 
veller, to-day, the company of Sir John Cuning- 
hame, of Caprington, whose castle was but two 
miles from us. He was a very distinguished scholar^ 

* The onwilUoi gratitutje of base nuuikiwl. I^ope. 
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was long abroad, and during part of the iitne lived 
much with the learned Cuninghame, the opponent of 
Bentley as a critick upon Horace. He wrote Latin 
with great elegance, and, what is very remarkable, 
read Homer and Ariosto through every year. 1 
wrote to him to request he would come to us ; but 
unfortunately he was prevented by indisposition. 

MONBAT3 irOTBMBEB 1^ 

Though'. Dr. Johnson was lazy, and averse to 
move, I insisted that he should go with me, and pay 
a visit to the Countess of Eglintoune, mother of 
the late and present earl. I assured him, he would 
find himself amply recompensed for the trouble ; 
and he yielded to my solicitations, though with some 
unwillingness. We were well mounted, and had 
not many miles to ride. He talked of the attention 
that is necessary in order to distribute our charity ju- 
diciously. *^ If thoughtlessly done, we may neglect 
the most deserving objects; and, as every man ha3 
but a certain proportion to give, if it is lavished 
upon those who first present themselves, there may 
be nothing left for such as have a better plaim. * A 
man should first relieve those who are neariy con- 
nected with him, by whatever tie ; and then, if he 
has any thing to spare^ may extend his bounty to 9 
wider circle.'* 

As we passed very near the castle of Dundonald^ 
which was one of the many residences of the kings 
of Scotland, and in which Robert the Second lived 
and died. Dr. Johnson wished to survey it particu- 
larly. It stands on a beautiful rising ground^ which 
is seen at a great distance on several quarters, and 
fjrom whence there is an extensive prospect of tl^e 
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rich district of Cuninghame, the western sea, the 
isle of Acran, and a pa^t of the northerp coast of 
Ireland. It has long been unroofed ; and, though 
of considerable size, we could not^ by any power of 
imagination, figure it as having been a suitable ha- 
bitation for majesty. Dr. Johnson, to irritate mj 
old Scottish enthusiasm, was very jocular on the 
homely accommodation of '^ King Bob,^^ and roared 
and laughed till the ruins echoed. 

Lady Eglintoune, though she vj^as now in her 
eighty-fifth year, and had lived in the retirement of 
the country for almost halJT a century, was still a 
very agreeable woman. She w^s of the noble house 
of Kennedy, and had all the elevation which thq 
consciousness of such birth inspires. Her figure was 
majestick, her manners high-bred, her reading ex- 
tensive, and her conversiation elegant. Sfhe had 
been the admiration of the gay circles of life, and 
the patroness of poets. Dr« Johnson was delighted 
with his reception here. Her principles in churdi 
and state were congenial with his. She knew all 
his merit, and had heard much of him from her 
son,v£arl Alexander, who loved to cultivate the 
acquaintance of men of talents, in every depart- 
ment. 

Air who knew his lordship, will allow that his 
understanding and accomplishments were of no or- 
dinary rate. 'From the gay habits which he had 
early acquired,' he spent too much of his time with 
men, and in/pursuits far beneath such a mind as 
his. He afterwards became sensible of it, and 
turned his thoughts to objects of importance ; but 
was cut oflfin the prime of his life. I cannot speak, 
but with emotions of the most affectionate regretj 
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of one^ in whose company many of my early days 
were passed, and to whose kindness I was much^ 
indebted. 

Often must I have occasion to upbraid myself, 
that soon after our return to the main land, I allowed 
indolence to prevail over me so much, as to shrink 
from the labour of continuing my journal with the 
same minuteness as before ; sheltering myself in the 
thought, that we had done with the Hebrides ; and 
not considering, that Dr. Johnson's Memorabilia 
were likely to be more valuable when we were re« 
stored to a more polished society. Much has thua 
been irrecoverably lost. 

In the course of our <K>nvers«lion this day, it 
came out, that Lady Eglintoune was married the 
year before Dr. Johnson was bom ; upon which she 
graciously said to him, that she might have been his 
mother ; and that she now adopted him ; and when 
we were going away, she embraced him, saying, 
^^ My dear son, farewell !**-^My friend was much 
pleased with this day's entertainment, and owned 
that I had done well to force him out. 

TUBSDAY, NOVEMBER 9. 

We were now in a country not only ^^ of saddles 
and bridles,^* but of post-chaises ; and having ordered 
one from Kilmamodc, we got to Auchinleck before 
dinner. - 

My father was not quite a year and a half older 
than Dr, Johnson ; but his conscientious dischaige 
of his laborious duty as a judge in Scotland, where 
the law proceedings are almost all in writing,*^ — ^a se* 
yere complaint which ended in his death, — and the 
}qss of my mother, a woman of almost unexampled 
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piety and goodness,^— had before this time in some 
degree affected his spirits, and rendered him less 
disposed to exert his faculties : for he had originally 
a very strong mind, and cheerful temper. He 
assured me, he n^ver had felt one moment of whafe 
is called low spirits, or uneasiness, i^ithout a real 
cause. He had a great many good stories^ which 
he told uncommonly well, and he was remarkable 
for " humour, incolumi gravitaie^* as Lord Mon- 
boddo used to characterise it. His age, his ofiioe, 
and his character, bad long given him an acknow- 
ledged claim to great attention, in whatever compa- 
ny he was ; and he could ill brook any diminution of 
it. He was as SMguine a Whig and Presbyterian, 
as Dr. Johnson was a Tory and Church, of Eng- 
land man : and as he had not much leisure to be in- 
formed of Dr. Johnson's great merits by reading 
bis works, he had a partial and unfavourable 
notion of him, founded on his supposed political 
tenets ; which were so discordant to his own, that, 
instead of speaking of him with that respect to which 
he was entitled, he used to call him ^^ a Jacobite 
fellow.'* Knowing all this, I should not have ven- 
tured to bring them together, had not my father, 
out of kindness to me, ^desired me to invite Dr. 
johnsop to his house. 

i was very anxious that all should be well; 
and begged of my friend to avoid three topicks, as 
to which they differed yery widely ; Whiggism, Pres- 
Jbyterianism, and — Sir John Pringle. • He said 
courteously, ^' I shall certainly not talk on subjects 
which I am told are disagreeable to a gentleman 
under whose roof I am ; especially, I shall not do 
fo \o your father J** 
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' Our first day went off very smoothly. It rained, 
and we could not get out ; but my father shewed Dr« 
Johnson bis library^ which in curious editions of 
the Greek and Roman classicks, is, I suppose, not 
excelled by any private collection in Great Britaia, 
My father had studied at Leyden, and been very 
intimate with the Gronovii, and other learned men 
there. He was a sound scholar, and, in particular, 
had collated manuscripts and different editions of 
Anacreon, and others of the Greek Lyrick poets, 
with great care ; so that my friend and he had much 
matter for conversation, without touching on the 
fatal topicks of difference. 

Dr. Johnson found here Baxter's Anacreon^ which 
he told me he had long enquired for in vain, and 
began to suspect there was no such book. Baxter 
was the keen antagonist of Barnes. His life is in 
the Biographia Britannioa. My father has written 
many notes on this book, and I)r. Johnson and I 
talked of having it reprinted. 

WEDNESDAY, KOVEMBBR 3. 

It rained all day, and gave Dr. Johnson an iin? 
pression of that incommodiousness of climate in the 
west, of which he has taken notice in his " Journey ;** 
but, being well accommodated, and furnished with 
variety of books, he was not dissatisfied. 

Some gentlemen of the neighbourhood came to 
visit my father ; but there was little conversation. 
One of them asked Dr. Johnson how he liked the 
Highlands. The question seemed to irritate him, 
for he answered, *' How, sir, can you ask me whdt 
obliges me to speak unfavourably of a country 
^here I have been hospitably entertained ? Who cqn 
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like the Highlands ?«— I like the inhahitants very 
well/'— -^The gentleowi asked no more ques^ 
tions. 

Jiet me now make up for the present neglect, by 
again gleaning from the past At Lord Moqboddo*Sj 
after the conversatioq upon, the decrease of learning 
in England, his Lordship mentioned Hermes by Mn 
Harris of Salisbury, as the work of a Hying authour, 
for whom he had a great respect. Pr* Johnson said 
nothing at the time; but when we were in our post- 
chaise, he told me, be thought Harris ^^ a coxcomb.^ 
This he said of him^ not as a man, but as an ao^ 
thour; and I give his opinions of men and books^ 
faithfully, whether they agree with my own, pr not, 
I do admit, that there always appeared to roe somfrr 
thing of affectation in Mr. Harrises manner of 
writing; something of a habit of clothing plain 
thoughts in analytick and categorical formality* 
But all his, writings are imbued with learning; an4 
all breathe that philanthropy and amiable disposition^ 
which distinguished him as a man*. 

At another time, during our Tour, he drew the 
character of a rapacious Hierhland Chief with the 



• This gantleoqafi, thottgh devoted to Ui« itpdy of grammar, and 
dialectickty was npt so al^orbed in it as tp be withoat a scose of 
pleasantry^ or to be offended i^t his fiivoufite topicks being ireated 
lightly^ I one day met him in the street^ as I was hastening to tho 
Hou^ of Lords, ^vtd told him, I was sprry I could not stop, being 
rather too late to attend an appeal of the Duke of Hamilton against 
Douglas. ** I thought (said he) their contest ha4 been over long 
ago.** I aiiswered^ ** The oontest coocemipg DoQg|as% filiatioa was 
over long ago ; but the contest now is, who sbalf have the estate.** 
Tj^tn, assuming t)ie air of *^ ai^ ancient sage philosopher,*^ I proceeded 
thus ;' * Were I to predicaie concerning him, I should say, ^ ooo* 
test formerly was, What u he) The contest now is. What ^at he?*— r 
*' Right, (replied Mr. Harris^ fxiMlipg*) you have 4on« with f «a^^ 
and have got into fuan/t/y.** 
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strength of Theophrastus or la Bruyere ; concluding 
with these ivords : ^' Sir, he has no more the soul 
pf a Chief^ than an attorney who has twenty houses 
in a street, and considers how much he can make 
Iby them/* 

He this day, when we were by ourselvetJ, obscrved| 
^ow con^mon it was for people to talk from books ; 
to retail the sentiments of others, and not their 
own ; in shorty to converse without any originality 
pf thinking. He was pleased to say, f* Yoij and I 
do not talk from books/' 

THURSDAY, KOVBMBBR 4. 

I was glad to have at length a very fine day, on 
V^hich I could shew Dr, Johnson the ^lace of my 
family^ which he has honoured with so much atten- 
tion in his f Journey." He is, howevier, mistaken 
in thinking that the Celtick name, AuQhinleck^ has 
no relatioti to the natural appearance of it. I be- 
lieve every Celtick name of ^ place will be found 
very descriptive, jfuchinleck does not signify a stony 
Jield, as he has said, but B,^ld cf Jla^ stones ; and 
this place has a number of rocks, which abound in 
Strata of that kind. The ^^ sullen dignity of the old 
castle," as he has forcibly expressed it, delighted 
him exceedingly. Qn one side of the rock on which 
its ruins stand, runs the river Lugar, which is here 
of considerable breadth, and is boidered by other 
high rocks, shaded with wood. Op the pther side 
runs a brook, skirted in the same manner, but on 
a smaller scale* J canqot figure a more romantick 
scene. 

I felt myself elated here, and expatiated to my 
illustrious Mentor on the antiquity and hoqourable 
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alliances of my family, and on the merits of iU 
founder^ Thomas Boswell, who was highly favoared 
by his sovereign^ James IV. of Scotland^ and fell 
with him at the battle of Flodden-field ; and in the 
glow of what, I am sensible, will, in a commercial 
age, be considered as genealogical enthusiasm, did 
not pipit to mention what I was sure my friend would 
not think lightly of, my relation to the Royal Per- 
sonage, whose liberality, on his accession to the 
fhrone^ had given him comfort and independence. 
I have, in a former page, acknowledged my pride 
of ancient blood, in which I was encouraged by 
Dr. Johnson r my readers therefore will not be sur- 
prised at my having indulged it on this occasion. 

Not far from the old castle is a spot of conse* 
crated earth, on which may be traced the founda- 
tions of ah ancient chapel, dedicated to St. Vincent, 
and where in old times ^* was the place of graves'* 
for the family. It ^grieves me to think that the re- 
mains of sanctity here, which were considerable, were 
dragged away, and employed in building a part of the 
house of 4^ichinlec]f , of th^ middle age ; which was 
the family residence, till my father erected that *^ele- 
gant modern mansion/* of which Dr. Johnson speaks 
so handsomely. Perhaps this chapel may one day 
be restored. 

Dn Johnspn was pleased, when I shewed him 
some venerable old trees, under the shade of which 
my ancestors had walked. He exhorted me to plant 
assiduously, as my father had done to a great ex« 
tent. 

As I wandered with my reverend friend in the 
groves of Auchinleck, I told him^ that, if I survived 
him^ it was my intention tp erect a monument ^ 
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him here, among scenes which, in my mind» 
were all classical ; for in my youth I had appropri* 
ated to them many of the descriptions of the Roman 
poets. He could not bear to have death presented 
to him in any shape ; for his constitutional melan-* 
choly made the king of terrours more frightfuK He 
turned ofF the subject, saying, " Sir, I hope to see 
your grand-children !" 

This forenoon he observed some cattle without 
horns, of which he has taken notice in his *^ Jour- 
ney," and seems undecided whether they be of a 
particular race. His doubts appear to have had no 
foundation ; for my respectable neighbour, Mr. 
Fairlie, who, with all his attention to agriculture, 
finds time both for the classicks and his friends, as- 
sures me they are a distinct species, and that, when 
any of their calves have horns, a mixture of breed 
can be traced. In confirmation of his opinion, he 
pointed out to me .the following passage in Tacitus, — 
** Ne annentis quidem suus honors aut glortafronlh ;** 
(Demor. Germ. § 5.) which he wondered had es- 
caped Dr. Johnson. 

On the front of the house of Auchinleck is this 
inscription : 



Quod petis, hie est 1 



Est yiabris ^ animus st te non deficit cquns. 

It is characteristick of the founder ; but the animtcs 
aquus is, alas ! not inheritable, nor the subject of 
devise. He always talked to me as if it were in a 
man's own power to attain it ; but Dr. Johnson told 
me that he owned to him, when they were alone, 
his persuasion that it was in a great measure consti- 
tutional, or the effect of causes which do not de* 
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pend on , ourselves^ and that Horace boasts tdd 
much, when he says^ i^quum mi animum ipse 
parabo^ 

FRIDAY^ NOVEMBER 5. 

The Reverend Mr. Dun^ our parish minister^ 
who had dined with us yesterday, with some other 
company, insisted that Dr. Johnson and I should 
dine with him to-day. This gave me an oppor- 
tunity to shew my friend the road to the churchy 
made by my father at a great expence, for above 
three miles, on his own estate, through a range of 
well enclosed farms^ with a row of trees on each 
side of it. He called it the Fia sacra, and was very 
fond of it. Dr. Johnson, though he held notions 
far distant from those of the Presbyterian dcfgy, 
yet could associate on good terms with them. He 
indeed occasionally attacked them. One of them 
discovered a narrowness of information concerning 
the dignitaries oif the church of England, among 
whom may be found men of the greatest learnings 
virtue, and piety, and of a truly apostolic cha- 
racter. E[e talked before Dr. Johnson^ qf bt 
bishops and drowsy deans ; and, in short, seemed 
to believe the illiberal and profane scoffings of pro* 
fessed satyrists, or vulgar railers. Dr. Johnson was 
$o highly offended, that he said to him, '' Sir, you 
know no more of our church than a Hottentot/* — 
I was sorry that he brought this upon himself. 

SATURDAY^ NOVEMBER 6. 

I cannot be certain, whether it was on this day, 
or a former, that Dr. Johnson and my fiither came 
in collision. If I recoUect rights the contest began 
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ivhUe my father was shewing him his coUectbn of 
medals; and Oliver Crotnweirs coin anfortunatel/ 
introduced Charles the Firsts and Toryism. They 
became exceedingly warm, and violent, and I was 
very much distressed by being present at such an 
altercation between two men, both of whom I re* 
verenced ; yet I durst not interfere. It would cer^ 
tainly be very unbecoming in me to exhibit my 
honoujred father, and my respected friend, as in- 
tellectual gladiators, for the entertainment of the 
publick; and therefore I suppress what would, I 
dare say, make an interesting scene in this dra- 
matick sketch,— this account of the transit of John- 
ton over the Caledonian Hemisphere. 

Yet I think I may, without impropriety, men- 
tion one circumstance, as an instance of my father*s 
address. Dr. Johnson challenged him, as he did 
us all at Talisker, to point out any theological 
works of merit written by Presbyterian ministers in 
Scotland^ My father, whose studies did not lie 
much in that way, owned to me afterwards, that 
he was somewhat at a loss how to answer, but that 
luckily he recollected having read in catalogues the 
title of Durham on the Galatians ; upon which he 
boldly said, '^ Pray, sir, have you read Mr. Durham's 
excellent commentary on the Galatians ?*' — " No, 
sir,'' said Dr. Johnson. By this lucky thought my 
father kept him at bay, and for some time enjoyed 
his triumph ; but his antagonist soon made a retort, 
which I forbear to mention. 

In the course of their altercation, Whiggism and 
Presbyterianism, Toryism and Episcopacy, were 
terribly bufFetted. My worthy hereditary friend. 
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Sir John Fringle^ never having been mentiohedj 
happily escaped without a brbise. 

My father*s opinion of Dn Johnson may be con* 
jectured from the name he afterwards gave him, 
which was Ursa Majob. But it is not true, as has 
been reported, that it was in consequence of my 
saying that he was a cofu<e//a/f<m of genius and litera- 
ture. It was a sly abrupt expression to one of his 
brethren on the bench of the Court of Session, in 
which Dr. Johnson was then standing ; but it was 
not said in his hearing. 

SUNDAY, NOTBMBER 7* 

My father and I went to publick worship in our 
parish-church, in which I regretted that Dr. John- 
son would not join us ; for, though we have there 
no form of prayer, nor magnificent solemnity, yet, 
as God is worshipped in spirit and in truth, and the 
same doctrines preached as in the church of Eng- 
land^ my friend would certainly have shewn more 
liberality, had he attended. I doubt not, how- 
ever, but he employed his time in private to very 
good purpoae. His uniform and fervent piety was 
manifested on many occasions during our Tour, 

which I have not mentioned. His reason for not 

joining in Presbyterian worship has been recorded 
in a former page ♦. 

MONDAY, NOVBMBBK 8. 

Notwithstanding the altercation that had passed, 
my father who had the dignified courtesy of an old 
Baron^ was very civil to Dr. Johnson^ and politely 

• P. 109. 
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attended him to the post-chaise^ which was to 
convey us 16 Edinburgh. 

Thus they parted.— They are now in another, 
and a higher, stite of existence : and as they were 
both worthy -christian men,. I trust they have met ia 
happiness. But I must observe, in justice to my 
friend^ political principles, and my own, that they 
have met in a place where there is no room for 

We caihe at night to a good inil at Hamilton.-- • 
I recollect no more. 

TtTBSDAT, NOVEM^BR 9* 

I wished to have shewn Dr. Johnson the Duke of 
Hamilton's house, commonly called the Palace of 
Hamilton, ^hich is dose by the town. It is an 
object which, having beeti pointed out to me as a 
Splendid edifice^ from my earliest years, in travelling 
between Auchinleck and Edinburgh^ has still great 
grandeur in my imagination. My friend consented 
to stop, and view the outside of it^ but could not be 
persuaded to go into it. 

We artrived this night at Edinburgh, after an 
absence of eighty-three days. For five weeks toge- 
ther, of the tempestuous season, there had been no 
account received of us. I cannot express how happy 
i was on finding myself again at home. 

>VBBNB8DAY, KOVBMBER 10.' 

Old Mr. Drummond^ the bookseller, came to 
breakfast. Dr. Johnson and he had not met for 
ten years. There was respect oti his side, and 
kindness on Dr. Johnson's. Soon afterwards Lord 
Klibank came in^ and was much pleased at seeing 

Dd 
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Dr. Johnson in Scotland. His lordship said, 
^' hardly any thing seemed to him more improba* 
ble.'* Dr. Johnson had a very high opinion of htm. 
Speaking of him to me, he characterized him thus : 
^' Lord Elibank has read a great deal. It is tniCi 
I can find in. books all that he has read ; but he has 
a great deal of what is in books, proved by the test 
of real life.**— -Indeed, there have been few men 
whose conversation discovered more knowledge en* 
livened by fancy. He published several small pieces 
of distinguished merit ; and has left some in manu* 
script, in particular an account of the expedition 
against Carthagena, in which he served as an oifioer 
in the army. His writings deserve to be collected. 
He was the early patron of Dr. Robertson, the hiato* 
nan, and Mr. Home, the tragick poet ; who, when 
they were ministers of country parishes, lived near 
his seat. He told me, *^ I saw these lads had ta- 
lents, and they were much with me.*^— J hope 
they will pay a grateful tribute to his memory. 

The morning was chiefly taken up by Dr. 
Johnson^s giving him an account of our Tour.— -Tbe 
subject of difference in political principles was in- 
troduced. — Johnson. '* It is much increased by op- 
position. There was a violent Whig, with whom I 
used to contend with great eagerness. AAer his 
death I felt my Toryism much abated.*' — I suppose 
he meant Mr. Walmsley of Lichfield, whose cha- 
racter he has drawn so well in his life of Edmund 
Smith. 

Mr. Nairne came in, and he and I accompanied 
Dr. Johnson Co Edinbui^h castle, which he owncyi 
was *' a great place.** But I must mention, as a 
striking instance of that spirit of contradiction to 
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which he had a strong propensity, when Lord £li« 
bank was some days after talking of it with the 
natural elation of a Scotchman, or of any man who 
is proud of a stately fortress in his own country. 
Dr. Johnson affected to demise it, observing that, 
*' it would make a good prison in England." 

Lest it should be supposed that I have suppressed 
one of his sallies against my country, it may not be 
improper here to correct a mistaken account that has 
been circulated, as to his conversation this day. 
It has been said, that being desired to attend to the 
noble prospect from the Castle-hill, he replied, 
'' Sir, the noblest prospect that a Scotchman ever 
sees, is the high road that leads him to London/*-— 
This lively sarcasm was thrown out at a tavern in 
London, in my presence, many years before. 

We had with us to*day at dinner, at my house, 
the Lady Dowager Colvill, and Lady Anne Erskine, 
sisters of thfe Earl of Kelly ; the Honourable Archi- 
bald Erskine, who has now succeeded to that title ; 
Lord Elibank ; the Reverend Dr. Blair ; Mr. Tytler, 
the- acute vindicator . of Mary Queen of Scots, 
and some other friends. 

FiNOAL being talked of. Dr. Johnson, who used 
to boast that he had, from the Brst, resisted both 
Ossian and the Giants of Pktagonia, averred his 
positive disbelief of its authenticity. Lord Elibank 
said, ** I am sure it is not M^Pherson*s. Mr. John<- 
son, T keep company a great deal with you ; it is 
known I do. I may borrow from you better things 
than I can say myself, and give them as my own ; 
butv if I should, every body will know whose they 
are.** — ^The Doctor was not softened by this com- 
pliment. He denied merit to Fingal, supposing it 

D d2 
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to be the production of a man who has had the ad- 
vantages that the present age affords; and said, 
^' nothing is more easy than to write enough in that 
style if once you begin *." — One gentleman in com- 
pany expressing his opinion " that Fingal was cer- 
tainly genuine, for that he had heard a great part of 
it repeated in the original.'* Dr. Johnson indignantly 
asked him whether he understood the original ; to 
which an answer being given in the negative, ^* Why 
then, (said Dr. Johnson,) we see to ^hat this testi- 
mony comes : — thus it is.'* 

I mentioned this as a remarkable proof how lia- 
ble the mind of man is to credulity, when not 
guarded by such strict examination as that which Dr. 
Johnson habitually practised. The talents and in- 
tegrity of the gentleman who made the remark, are 
unquestionable; yet, had not Dr. Johnson made him 
advert to the consideration, that he who does not 
understand a language, cannot know that something 
which is recited to liim is in that language, he might 
have believed, and reported to this hour, that he 
had '^ heard a great part of Fingal repeated m the 
original." 

For the satisfaction of those on the north of the 
Tweed, who may think Dr. Johnson's account of 
Caledonian credulity and inaccuracy too strong, it is 
but fair to add, that he admitted the* same kind of 
ready belief might be found in his own country. 
•* He would undertake, (he said) to write an epick 
poem on the story of Robin Hood, and half England, 
to whom the ifiames and places he should mention 

# I desire not to be undentood a» agreeing eniirely with the opinioor 
of Dr. Johnson, which I relate without any remark. The many imita^ 
tton», however, of Fingal, that have been published, confirm this 0b» 
solvation in a considerable degree. 
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in it are familiar, woul^ believe and declare they had 
heard it from their earliest years," 

^ One of his objections to the authenticity of Firigal, 
darmg the conversation at Ulinish, is omitted in 
my Journal, but I perfectly recollect it. — ** Why 
is not the original deposited in some publick library^ 
instead of exhibiting attestations of its existence i 
Suppose there were a question in a court cf justice, 
whether a man be dead or alive : You aver he is 
alive, and you bring fifty witnesses to swear it : I 
answer, * Why do you not produce the man ?"— ^ 
This is an argument founded upon one of the first 
principles of the law of evidence^ which Gilbert 
would have held to ^e irrefragable. 

I do not think it incumbent on me to give any 
precise decided opinion upon this question, as to 
which I believe more than some, and less than 
others. The subject appears to have now become 
very uninteresting to the publick. That Fingal is 
not from beginning to end a translation from the 
Gallick, but that some passages have been supplied 

•by the editor to connect the whole, I have heard ad- 
mitted by very warm adviocates for its authenticity. 
If this be the case, why are not these distinctly as- 
certained ? Antiquaries^ and admirers of the work, 
may .complain, that they are in a situation similar 
to that of the unhappy gentleman, whose wife in- 
formed him, on her death- bed, that one of their 
reputed children was not his ; and, when he eagerly 
begged her to declare which of them it was, she 
answered, ^^ That you shall never know ;" and ex- 
pired, leaving him in irremediable doubt as to them all. 
< I he^ leave now to say something upon second 
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sight, of which I have related two instances^ as they 
impressed my mind at the time. I own, I returned 
from the Hebrides with a considerable degree of fiiith 
in the many stories of that kind which I heard with 
a too easy acquiescence, without any dose examina- 
tion of the evidence : but, since that time, my be- 
lief in those stories has been much weakened, by re- 
flecting bn the careless inaccuracy of narrative in 
common matters, from which we may certainly 
conclude that there may be the sanie in what is 
more extraordinary. — It is but just, however, to add, 
that the belief in second sight is not peculiar to- the 
Highlands and Isles. 

Some years after our Tour, a cause was tried in 
the Court of Session, where the principal fact ta be 
ascertained was, whether a ship-master, who used 
to frequent the Western Highlands and Isles, was 
drowned in one particular year, or in the year after. 
A great number of witnesses from those parts were 
examined on each side, and swore directly contnuy 
to each other, upon this simple question. One of 
them, a very respectable Chieftain, who told me a 
story of second sight, which I have not mentioned, 
but which I too implicitly believed, had in this cas^ 
previous to this publick examination, not only said, 
but attested under his hand, that he had seen the 
ship-master in the year subsequent to that in which 
the court was finally satisfied he was drowned. 
When interrogated with the strictness of judicial 
inquiry, and under the awe of an oath, he recol- 
lected himself better, and retracted what he bad 
formerly asserted, apologising for his inaccuracy, by 
telling the judges, <^ A man will say what he will 
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not swear y^^By many he was mudi censured, and 
k was maintained that every gentleman would be as 
attentive to truth without the sanction of an oath, as 
with it. Dr. Johnson, though he himself was dis- 
tinguished at all times by a scrupulous adherence to 
truth, controverted this proposition ; and as a proof 
that this was not, though it ought to be, the dase, 
urged the very different decisions of elections under 
Mr. 6renville*s Act, from those formerly made. 
^* Gentlemen will not pronounce upon oath, what 
they would have said, and voted in the house, with* 
out that sanction/' 

However difficult it may be for men who believe 
in preternatural communications, in modern times, 
to satisfy those who are of a different opinion, they 
may easily refute the doctrine of their opponents^ 
who impute a belief in second sight to superstition. 
To entertain a visionary notion that one sees a dis- 
tant or future event, may be called superstition; but 
the correspondence of the fact or event with such an 
impression on the fancy, though certainly very won- 
derful, if proved^ has no more connection with su- 
perstition, than magnetism or electricity. 

After dinner, various topicks were discussed; 
but I recollect only one particular. Dr. Johnson 
compared the different talents of Garrick and Foote, 
as companions, and gave Garrick greatly the pre- 
ference for eleganc;p, though he allowed Foote ex- 
traordinary powers of entertainment. .He said, 
*^ Garrick is restrained by some principle ; but Foote 
has the advantage of an unlimited range. Garrick 
has some delicacy of feeling ; it is possible to put 
him out ; you may get the better of him ; but Foote 
is the most incompressible fellow that I ever knew : 
when you have driven him into a corner, and think 
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you 9re sure of . him^ he ruift through between yoar 
^gh or jumps over your head^ and makiss his 
escape/* 

Dr. Erskine and Mr. Robert Walker, twQ veiy 
respectable ministers of Edinburgh, aujqped with 
us, as did the Reverend Dr. Webster. — ^The ooa- 
yers^tioA turned on the Moravian missions^ and oq 
the Methodists. Dr. Johnson observed in general, 
that missionaries were too sanguine in their acooanU 
of their success among savages, and that much of 
yirhat they tell is not to be believed. He owned tiiat 
the Methodists had done good ; had spread religious 
impressions among the vulgar part of mankind: 
but, he said, they had great bitterness against other 
Christians, and that he never could get a Methodist 
to explain in what he excelled others ; that it always 
ended in the indispensible necessity of . hearing ooe 
of ^eir preachers. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBfiB il- 

principal Robertson came to us as we sat at breakr 
fkst, he advanced to Dr. Johnson, repeating a line 
of Virgil^ which I forget. I suppose, either 

Post varies casus, per tot discrimina rerum*,— 

or. 

— raultum ille et terris jactatus, et altof. 

Every body had accosted us with some studied com- 
pliment on our return. Dr. Joflnson said, " I ani 
really ashamed of the congratulations which we re-, 
ceive. We are addressed as if we had made a voyage 
to Nova Zembla, and suffered five persecutions ia 

• Through various hazards and evcuits we moye. 

t Long labours both by sea and land he bore. BRTDiy* 
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Japan." And he afterwards remarked, that, '^ to 
see a man oome up with a formal air, aqd a I^tin 
line, when we had no fatigue and no danger, was( 
provoking/'— rl told him, he was not sensible of 
the danger, having lain under coyer in the boat 
during the storm: he was like the chicken, that 
hides its head under its wing, and then tbink9 
itself safe. 

Lord Elibank came to us, as did Sir Williani 
Forbes. The rash attempt in ] J 45 being mentioned, 
I observed, that it wouid make a fine piece. of His- 
tory* Dr. Johnson said it would. Lord Elibank 
doubted whether any roan of this age could give it 
impartially. — Johnson. ^^ ^ man, by talking with 
those of different sides, who were actors in it, and 
putting down fdl that he bears, may in time collect the 
materials of a good narrative.. You are to consider, 
all history was at first oral. I suppose Voltaire wa^ 
fifly years in collecting his I^is XIF. which he di4 
in the way that I am proposing. — Robertson. " He 
did so. He lived much with all the great people 
who were concerned in that reign, and heard them 
talk of every thing ; and then either took Mr. Bos* 
weH's way, of writing down what he heard, or, 
which is as good, preserved it in his memory ; for 
he has a wonderful memory. — ^With the leave^i 
however, of this elegant historian, no man*s memory 
can preserve facts or» sayings with such fidelity as 
may be done by writing them down when they are 
recent. — Dr. Robertson said, *^ it was now full time 
to make such a collection as Dr. Johnson suggested j 
for many of the people who were then in arms, 
were dropping off; and both Whigs and Jacobites 
were now come; to talk with moderation."— Lord 
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Elibank said to him, ^^ Mr. Robertson, the first 
thing that gave me a high opinion of you, was yoor 
saying ^n the Select Society *, while parties ran high, 
soon after the year 17^5, that you did not think 
worse of a man's moral character for his having been 
in rebellion. This was venturing to utter a liberal 
sentiment, while both sides had a detestation of each 
other." 

Dr. Johnson observed, that being in rebellion 
from a notion of another's right, was not connected 
with depravity ; and that we had this proof of it, 
that all mankind applauded the pardoning of rebeb ; 
which they would not do in the case of robbers and 
murderers. He said, with a smile, that ** he won* 
dered that the phrase of unnatural rebellion should 
be so much used, for that all rebellion was natural 
to man." 



As I kept no Journal of any thing that passed 
after this morning, I shall, from memory, group 
together this and the other days, till that on which 
Dr. Johnson departed for London. They were in 
all nine days ; on which he dined at Lady Colviira, 
Lord Hailes*s, Sir Adolphus Oughton's, Sir Alexan- 
der Dick's, Principal Robertson's, Mr. M^Laurin's, 
and thrice at Lord Elibank's seat in the country, 
where we also passed two nights. He supped at the 
Honourable Alexander Gordon's, now one of our 
judges, by the title of Ix)rd Rockville; at Mn 
Kairne's, now also one of our judges, by the title of 
Lord Dunsinan ; at Dr. Blair's, and Mr. Tytler's ; 

* A society fbr debate in Edinbargh, consisting of tbe mat eni* 
iHDi men* 
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at my house thrice^ one evening with a nume* 
rou8 company, chiefly . gentlemen of the law ; an- 
other with Mr. Menzies of Culdares, and Lord Mon- 
boddo, who disengaged himself on purpose to meet 
him ; and the evening on which we returned from 
Lord £libank*s^ he supped with my wife and me by 
ourselves. 

He breakfasted at Dr* Webster's, at old Mr« 
Drummond*s, and at Dr. Blacktock's; and spent 
one forenoon at my uncle Dr. Bosweirs, who shewed 
him his curious museum ; and, as he was an elegant 
scholar, and a physician bred in the school of Boer* 
haave. Dr. Johnson was pleased with his company. 

On the mornings when he breakfasted at my 
house, he had, from ten o*clock till one or two, a 
constant leyee of various persons, of very different 
characters and descriptions. I could not attend him, 
being obliged to be in the Court of Session ? but my 
wife was so good as to devote the greater part of 
the morning to the endless task of pouring out tea 
for my friend and his visitors. 

Such was the disposition of his time at Edin- 
burgh. He said one evening to me, in a fit of 
languor, '^ Sir, we have been harassed by invita«^ 
tions.*' I acquiesced. ^^ Ay, sir, he replied ; but 
how much worse would it have been, if we had been 
neglected ?" 

From what has been recorded in this Journal, it 
may well be supposed that a variety of admirable con« 
versation has been lost, by my neglect to preserve 
it. — I shall endeavour to recollect some of it, as well 
as I can. 

At Lady ColvilFs, to whom I am proud tcr intro« 
duce any stranger of eminence, that he may see 

4 
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what dignity and grace is to be found in Scotland, 
an officer observed, that he had heard Lord Mans- 
field was not a great English lawyen*— Johnsobt. 
'^ Why, sir, supposing Lord Mansfield not to have 
the splendid talents which he possesses, he must be a 
great English lawyer, from having been so long at 
the bar, and having passed through so many of tlie 
great offices of the law. Sir, you may as well main- 
tain that a carrier, who has driven a packhorse be- 
tween Edinburgh and Berwick for thirty years, does 
not know the road, as that Lord Mansfield doesnot 
JlPOw the law of England.*' 

At Mr. Nairne's, he drew the character «f Ri-* 
diardson, the authour of Clarissa^ with a strong yet 
delicate pencil I lament much that I have not 
preserved it : I only remember that he expressed a 
high opinion of his talents and virtues ; but ob* 
served, that ^ his perpetual study was to ward <^ 
petty inconveniei^ies, and procure petty pleasures; 
that his love of continual superiority was such, that 
he* took care to be always surrounded by women, 
who listened to him implicitly, and did not venture to 
(K^ntrovert his opinions ; and that his desire of dis- 
tinction was so great, that he used to give large vails 
to the Speaker Onslow's servants, that th^y might 
treat him with respect." 

On the same evening, he would not ^How that 
the private life of a judge, in England, was required 
^o be so strictly decorous as I supposed. ** Why 
then, sir, (said I,) according to your account, an 
English judge may just live like a gentleman."-» 
JOHNSON. ''Yes, sir,^ — if he can,** 

At Mr. Tytler's, I happened to tell that one 
fsyening, a great many year* a^, when Dr. H^gh 
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Blair and I were sitting together in the pit of Drury- 
lane play-house, in a wild freak of youthful extra- 
vagance, I entertained the audience prodigionslt/, by 
imitating the lowing of a cow. A little while after 
I had told this story, I differed from Dr. Johnson, 
I suppose too confidently, upon some point, which 
r now forget. He did not spare me. ^ Nay, sir^ 
(said he,) if you cannot talk better as a man, Vd 
have you bellow like a cow *." 

At Dr. Webster's, he said, that he believed hardly 
any man died without affectation. This remark 
appears to me to be well founded, and will account 
for many of the celebrated death-bed sayings which 
are recorded. 

On one of the evenings at my house, when he 
told that Lord Lovat boasted to an English noble* 
man, that though he had not his wealth, he had 
two thousand men whom he could at any time call 
into the field, the Honourable Alexander Gordon 
observed, that those two thousand men brought him 
to the block. — " True, sir, (said Dr. Johnson:) 
but you may just as well argue, concerning a man 
who has fallen over a precipice to which he has 
walked too near,—* His two legs brought him to 
that,' is he not the better for having two legs ?** 

At Dr. Blair's I left him, in order to attend a 
consultation, during which he and his amiable host 

* As I have been scrupulously exact in relating anecdotes con- 
oerning other persons^ I shall not withhokl any pan of this story^ 
however ludicrous.— I was so successful in this boyish frolick, 
that the universal cry of the galleries was» '* Encore the cow ! £n» 
core the cow!** In the pride of my heart/ 1 attempted imitations 
of some other animals, but with very inferior effect. My reverend^ 
friend, anxious for my fame, with an air of the utmost gravity and 
earnestness, addressed me thus : ** My dear sir, 1 would coi\fine my* 
8el( to the cow^ 
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were by themselves. I returned to 8upper> at whidi 
were Principal Robertson^ Mr. Naime, and some 
other gentlemen* Dr. Rpbertson and Dr. Blair^ I 
remember^ talked well upon subordination and go- 
vernment ; and^ as my friend and I were walking 
home> he said to me^ ^^ Sir^ these two doctors are 
good men^ and wise men.'* — ^I begged of Dr. Blur 
to recollect what he could of the long conversation 
that passed between Dr. Johnson and him alone, this 
evening, and he obligingly wrote to me as follows : 

*' PEAR SIR, March 3^ 1785. 

" — AS so many years have intervened, since I 
chanced to have that conversation with Dr. Johnson 
ui ihy»house^ to which you refer, I have forgotten 
most of what then passed, but remember that I was 
both instructed and entertained by it. Among other 
subjects, the discourse happening to turn on modern 
Latin poets, the Dr. expressed a very favourable 
opinion of Buchanan, and instantly repeated, from 
beginning to end, an ode of his, intituled Calendtt 
MaicCj (the eleventh in his Miscellaneorum Libery} 
beginning with these words, ^ Salvete sacris delicHs 
mcrce^ with which I had formerly been unacquainted; 
but upon perusing it, the praise which he bestowed 
upon it, as one of the happiest of Buchanan's poetical 
compositions, appeared to me very just. He also 
repeated to me a Latin ode he had composed in one 
of the western islands, from which he had lately re- 
turned. We had much discourse concerning his 
excursion to those islands, with which he expressed 
himself as having been highly pleased ; talked in a 
favourable manner of the hospitality of the inhabi- 
tants; and particularly spoke much of his happi- 
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ness in having you for his companion ; and said, that 
the longer he knew you, he loved and esteemed yoa 
the more. This conversation passed in the interval 
between tea and supper, when we were by ourselves. 
You, an^ the rest of the company who were with us 
at supper, have often taken notice that he was un- 
commonly bland and gay that evening, and gave 
much pleasure to all who were present. This is all 
thati can recollect distinctly of that long conversation. 

'* Your*8 sincerely, 

Hugh Blair/* 

At Lord Hailes*s, we spent a most agreeable day ; 
but again I must lament that I was so indolent as to 
let almost all that passed evaporate into oblivion. Dr. 
Johnson observed there, that '* it is wonderful how 
ignorant many officers of the army are, consider! ng 
how much leisure they have for sttidy, and the ac- 
quisition of knowledge.*' I hope he was mistaken s 
for he maintained that many of them were ignorant 
of things belonging immediately to their own pro* 
fession; ^' for instance, many cannot tell how far a 
musket will carry a bullet;** in proof of which, I 
suppose, he mentioned some particular person, for 
Lord Hailes, from whom I solicited what he could 
recollect of that day, writes to me as follows: 

'^ As to Dr. Johnson's observations about the ig- 
norance of ofiicers, in the length that a musket will 
carry, my brother. Colonel Dalrymple, was present, 
and he thought that the doctor was eitlier mistaken, 
by putting the question wrong, or that he had con- 
versed on the subject with some person ont of 
service. 
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^* Was it upon that occasion that he expressed 
no curiosity to see the room at Dumfermlme, where 
Charles L was bom } ^ I know that he was bom, 
(said he ;) no matter where/ — ^Did he envy us the 
birth-place of the king ?'* 

Near the end of his " Journey,'* Dr. johnsoii 
has given liberal praise to Mr. Braidwood's atademj 
for the deaf and dumb. When he visited it, a cir* 
cumstance occurred which was truly characteristical 
of our great Lexi(5ographer. " Pray, (said he,) can 
they pronounce any long words ?'*-^-Mr. Braidwood 
iKlformed him they could. Upon which Dfi John- 
aon wrote one of his sesquipedalia verba, which, was 
pronounced by the scholars, end he was satisfied.*- 
My readers may perhaps wish to know what the 
word was J but I cannot gratify theif curiosity; 
Mr. Braidwood told me, it cemained long in his 
School, but had been lost before I made my inquiry*^ 

Dr. Johnson one day visited the Court of Session, 
He thought the mode of pleading there too vehe- 
ment, and too much addressed to the passions of 
the judges. "This (said Tie) is not. the Areopagus.' 
- At old Mr. Drummond's, Sir John Dalrytnplc 
quaintly said, the two noblest animals in the world 

• One of the best criticks of oar age " docs not wish to piewnt 
the admirers of the incorrect and nerveless style which genenlij 
prevailed for a century before Dr. Johnson's energctick wntingJ 
were known, from enjoying the laugh that thia story toij prodace» 
in which he is very ready to join them." He, however, requests me lo 
6b8crv^, that ** my. friend very properly chose a lotig word on this 
occasion, not, it is believed, from any predilection for polysyllaW**» 
(though he certainly had a due respect for thecn,) but in order to p6( 
Mr. Braldwood's skill to the strictest test, and to try the effica^ 
•f his instruction by the most difficult exertion of the orgpos of hit 
pupils. 
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#eM, a Scotch Highlander and an English Sailoh 
" Why, sir, said Dr. Johnson^ I shall say nothing 
as to the Scotch Highlander t but as to the English 
Sailor, I cannot agree wlthr you/'-^^ir John saidj 
he was generous in giving^away his money .-^^JoHir- 
80N. '^ Sir, he throws away his money, without 
thought, and without merit I do not call a tree 
l^enerous, that sheds its fruit at every breeze/'— Sif 
John having affected to complain of the attacks 
made upon his Memoirsy Dr. Johnson said> ^^ Nay^ 
air, do not complain. It is advant^eous to an au* 
thour, that his book should be attacked as well as 
praised. Fame is a 8huttlecock« If it be struck 
only at one eiid of the room, it will soon fall to the 
ground. To keep it up, it must be struck at both 
€nds/*^^Often have I reflected on this sitice ; and^ 
instead of being angry at many of those who hav^ 
written against me, have smiled to think that the/ 
were unintentionally subservient to my fame, by using 
a battledoor to make me virum voliiareper ora. 

At Sir Alexander Dick's, from that absence of 
mind to which every man is at times subject, I told, in 
a blundering manner, Lady EgIingtoune*s complin 
mentary adoption of Dr. Johnson as her son; for I un* 
fortunately stated that her ladyship adopted him as her 
son, in consequence of her having been married the 
year q/ier he was born. Dr. Johnson instantly corrected 
me. *^Sir, don't you perceive that you are defaming 
the countess ? For, supposing me to be her son, and 
that she was not married till the year after my birth, 
I must have been her natural s6n.*V A young lady 
of quality, who was present, very handsomely said, 
*• Might not the son have justified the fault." — ^My 
friend was H)uch flattered by this compliment^ which 

Eb 
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he never fi3rgot. When in more than ordinary tp* 
rits, and talking of his jourtiey in Scotland, he had 
called to me^ " Boswell^ what was it that the young 
lady of quality said of me at Sir Alexander DidL*8 ?** 
Nobody will doubt that I was happy in repeating iu 
My illustrious friend^ being now desirous to be 
again in the great theatre of life and animated exer« 
tion» took a place in the coach^ which was to set out 
for London on Monday the 22d of November* Sir 
John Dalryrople pressed him to come on the Sa- 
turday before, to his house at Cranston, which be» 
jng twelve miles from Edinburgh, upon the middle 
road to Newcastle, (Dr. Johnson had come to Edin- 
burgh by Berwick, and along the naked coast,) it 
would make his jparney easier, as the coach would 
take him up at a more seasonable hour than that at 
which it sets out. Sir John, I perceived, was am- 
bitious of having such a guest; but, as I was well 
assured, that at this very time he had joined with 
some of his prejudiced countrymen in railing at Dr. 
Johnson, and Y\ad said, he wondered how any gen- 
tleman of Scotland could keep company with him," 
I tliought he did not deserve the honour : yet, as it 
might be a convenience to Dr. Johnson, I contrived 
that he should accept the invitation, and engaged 
to conduct him. I resolved that, on our way to Sir 
John*s, we should make a little circuit by Roslin 
Castle, and Hawthornden, and wished to set out 
soon after breakfast ; but young Mr. Tytler came 
to shew Dr. Johnson some essays which he had writ- 
ten ; and my great friend, who was exceedingly 
obliging when thus consulted, was detained so long, 
that it was, I believe, one o'clock before we got 
into our post-chaise. J found that we should be 
loo late for dinner at Sir John Dairy mple's, to which 
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%f6 wire engaged : but I would by no -means'l 09e the 
pleasure of seeing my fiiend at Hawthorhden, — of 
seeing Sam Johiison 'at the Very spot where Ben Jen'-^ 
son visited the learned and pdetical Drummorid. - 

We suftreyed Rbslin Castle, thfe romarftick sdene 
around it> and the beautiful Gothick chapel, and 
dined and drank tea at the inn ; aflef which we 
proceeded to Hawthomden, and viewed the caves ; 
and I all the while had Rare Ben in niy mind, and 
was pleased to think th&t this place Was now visited 
by another celebrated wit of England. 

By . this time «< the waning night was growing 
old,** and we were yet several miles from Sir John 
Dalrym'ple*s. Dr.' Johnson did not seem much 
troubled at oar having treated the baronet with 
so little attention to politeness; but when I.tidked 
of the grievous disappointment it must have been 
to him that We did not come to they^cr^^ that he 
had prepared for us, (for he told us he had killed a 
seven-year old sheep on purpdse,) my friend got 
into a merry mood, and jocularly said, ^' I dare say, 
sir, he has been vefy sadly distressed c Nay, we do 
not know but the consequence may have been fatal. 
Let me try to describe his situation in his oWn histo- 
rical style, I have as good a right to make him 
think and talk, . as he has to tell us how people 
thought and talked a hundred years ago, of whieh 
he has no evidence. All history, so far as it is not 
supported by contemporary evidence, is romance^ 

— — ^Stay now.- ■ ' Let us consider !'* 'He then 

(heartily laughing all the while) proceeded in his 
imitation, t am sure to the following effect, though 
tiow, at the distance of almost twelve yea^s, I can* 
n6t piretend to recollect all the precise words ; 

ES 2 
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*^ pipqcr licshg r»ady> he wohdcfad tliil Mi 
^' gu«s(a were not yet oomet Hi* wonder wea idoq 
'^ MQoeeded by itniM^ieeee* He welk«d itboqt ihe 
^ room in anxipps agitation % Moietiaiea he looked 
'f at h)ii Wfttcha icifnetii^e« he looked out at the 
^ ^ii^ow with an eag^r ga«e of eipe^atioo, and 
'f reYplve4 ini hi$ mind the Tenoes aeekient^ ,of hn-* 
^ qiaq life* Di« fai^ily beheld him with mnte 
^ conpern^ ' ISurely (s^id he, with a sigh,) thejr 
^^ will not fajl me/*^The mind of man can bear 
'^ a certain pre^swe ; but there H e point when it 
^^ can bear no moret A rope wes in hia view, and 
'' he died a Aoman dfnth V* 

|t waf very late before we rcacbed the seat of Sor 
J[ohn Dalrymplei who, certainly with some reaaoi^ 
¥fas not. in very good humonr. Our converssftioa 
ifaa Qot brilUaiQit^ We si^^ed, and went to bed in 
en^ient rooms, whieh would have better suited the 
climate of Italy in summer^ than that of . Scotland in 
the mofnth of November. 

I reeolleet no conversation of the ne«t day, worth 
preserving, except one saying of Dr. Johnson, which 
wttl be a valuable tex^ for many decent old dowa* 
gera, and other good company^ in various circlea 
to descant upon.-«*He said, '' I am sorry I have xu>\ 
learnt to pliay ajt qards* It is very useful in life ; it 

a ^ TimoL wtt At thiC tinit confined to the fame diMober of the 
Tbwcr ftom whieh hit fttker L»rd Capel had bean led to deatb, 
ui b arhieli Mi mUi lflgf fk iX m had inflieted a iwlumary dcaib 
"^lion l^maclC wW')f,iPf .|ia friend earned, to what ho mckODed 
cra^ fate, their 4iifififlH^ ki^l^'BM anjoyii^ the t pectade, and k* 
fitted that it wit(WwMliiad forced Lord Hovraid opon the coni* 
dtnoe of Enaicl, hi fSiM» anl» by a hmwk dftHk, pot an end i» 
hit miiajr.* 

Dalrymple'a Memoiis of Gseat Britain and Iidand^ 



gten^rateft kindness, and consoiidntes sodety/*<-^Ht 
cseitBtnly could not mean deep play. 

My friend and I thought we should be more com* 
fortabie at the inn at Blackshields, two m[ies farther 
on. We therefore went thither iii the evening, and 
he was very entertaining ; but I hctve preserved no- 
thing but the pleasing remembrance,^ and his verses 
on George the Second and Gibber, dnd his epitaph 
bn Parnell *, which he was then so good a^ to dictate 
to me. We breakfasted together next morning, itnd 
then the coach came, and took him up. He had, 
as one of his companions in it, as far as Newcastle^ 
the wonthy and ingenious Dr. Hope, botanical pro* 
fessor at Edinburgh. Both Dr. Johnson and he used 
to speak of their good fortune in thus accidentally 
meeting ; for they had mudh instruetfve conversa* 
tion, whith is always a 'most tahiabie enjoy/nettf, 
and, when found where it is not expect^, is pcc\U 
liarly relished. 

I have now ((^tnpiet^ tAy ^ceduht 6^ <m Tiitit 
to the Hebrid^. I have brought Or. Johnsof) dowft 
to Scotland, and seen him into the coach which in 1 
few hours carried him back into England. He 
said to me often, that the time be spent in thisToilr 
was the pleasantest part of his life, and asked! Th€ ff 
I would lose the recollection of it for five hundred 
pounds. I answered I would not ; and he applauded 
my setthig such a value on an acc^on of ntw imagi^ 
in my mind. 

Had it not been for me, I attf persuaded 0f. 
Johnson never would have undertaken such a jouf » 
ney ; and I must be allowed to assume some merft 
from having been the cause that our language hai 
been enriched with such a book as that which be 

* [Seethe life of Johns^a, toL i p. UQ, and vdi. iv. p. 5$ i 5i& cdi^ 
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be published on his return ; a book which I never 
read but with the utmost admiration, as I had such 
opportunities of knowing from what very meagre 
anaterials it was composed. 

But my praise may be supposed partial; and 
therefore I shall insert two testimonies, not liable to 
that objection, both written by gentlemen of Scot«- 
land, to whose opinions I am confident the highest 
respect will b§ paid^ Lord Haiies, and Mr» 
Pempster* 

TO JAMES BOSWBLL, BSO.. 
** SIR, 

^^ I have received much pleasure and 
much instruction, from perusing ^^ The Journ^" to 
the Hebrides, 

*^'I admire the elegance and variety of descrip* 
tion, and the lively picture of men and manners. I 
always approve of the moral, oflen of the politica), 
reflections* I love the benevolence of the authour. 

^^ They who search for faults, may possibly find 
them in this^ as well ^ in every other work of lite- 
rature, 

^' For example* the friends of the old family say 
that the ^cra of planting is placed too late, at the 
.Union of the two kingdoms. I am known to be no 
friend of the old family ; yet I would place the ^i^ 
of planting at the Restoration ; after the murder of 
Charles I*, had been expiated in th^ aparchy which 
succeeded it. 

. *^ Before the Restoration, few trees were planted, 
unless by the monastick drones: their successors, 
fond worthy patriots they were,) the baroQSj first 
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cut down the trees, and then sold the estates. The 

» 

gentlemen at St. Andrews, who said that there were 
but two trees in Fife, ought to have added, that the 
Elms of BalmeVino were sold within these twenty 
years, to make pumps for the fire-engines. 

'^ In. J. Major de Ge^iis Scotorumy L. i. C. 3. last 
edition, there is a singular passage : 

" Davidi Cranstoiieo conterraneo, dum de prima 
^^ theologiae licentia foret, duo ei consocii et fami- 
^^ liares, et mei cum eo in artibus auditores, scilicet 
^^ Jacobus Almatn Senonensis, et Petrus BrnxceU 
^* lensis, Prasdicatoris ordinis, in Sorbonas curia die 
^^ Sorbonico commilitonibus suis publioe objeoe- 
^' runt, quad pane avenaceo plekeii Scoli, sicut aquo- 
'^ dam religioso intellexerant, vescebantur, ut virwn, 
^^ quern cholericum noverant^ konestis salilms tentarenty 
^* qui hoc irfficiari tanquam patrue dedecus nisus est J'* 

^^ Pray introduce our countryman, Mr. Licentiate 
David Cranston, to the acquaintance of Mr. 
Johnson. 

^^ The syllogism seems to have been this : 
They who feed on oatmeal are barbarians ; 
But the Scots feed on oatmeal ; 
Ergi 



The licentiate denied the minor. 

" I am, sir, 

*^ Your most obedient servant^ 

* 

** Dav. Damympib.*' 

Newhaiks, 6th Feb. 177S. 
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TO JAMBS BOSWELL. BS^. EDINBURGH. 

DunnichcDf l6th FdMniaiy, 177S, 
^^ HT BBAR BOSimSLL, 

" I cannot omit a moment to return 
you my best thanks for the entertainment you have 
furnished me, my family, and guests, by the perussri 
of Dr. Johnson's " Journey to the Western 
Islands ;**~-and now for my sentiments of it. — I 
was well entertained. His descriptions are accu« 
r^te and vivid. He carried me on the Tour along 
with him. I am pleased with the justice he has 
done to your humour and vivacity. ** The noise 
^ of the wind being all its own/' is a bon^mot^ that 
]t would have been a pity to have omitted, and a 
robbery not to have ascribed to its author, 

^ There is nothing in the book, from beginning 
to end, that a Scotchman need to take amiss. 
What he says of the country is true, and his ob- 
servations on the people are what must naturally 
occur to a sensible, observing, and reflecting. inha- 
bitant of a convenient Metropolis, where a man on 
thirty pounds a year may be better accommodated 
with all the little wants of life, than Col or Sir Al^ 
hn. He reasons cap d idly about the second $ight ; 
but I wish he had enquired more, before he ven^ 
tured tp s^y he even doubled of the possibility of 
such an unusual and useless deviation from all the 
known laws of nature. The notion of the second 
sight I consider as a remnant of superstitious igno* 
ranee and credulity, which a philosopher will set 
4own as such, till the contrary is clearly proved, 
flfid then it will be classed afnon|^ the ot(i^ oertaini 
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though unaccoontoble parts of our nature^ lika 
dreams^ and^^I do not know what 

*^ In regard to the language, it has thfe merit 
of being all his own* Many words of foreiga ex^ 
traction are used, 'where, I believe, common onea 
would do as well, especially on familiar occasions. 
Yet I believe he could not express himself so forpi* 
hly in any other stile. I am charmed with his re* 
Marches concerning the Erse language, and the an« 
tiquity of their manuscripts. I am quite convinced; 
and I shall rank Osfiarif and his Fingals and Oscars, 
amongst the Nursery Tales, not the true history of 
our country, in all time to come. 

<( Upon the whole, the book cannot displease^ 
for it has no pretensions* The author neither saya 
be is a Geographer, nor an Antiquarian, nor very 
learned in the History of Scotland, nor a Naturalist^ 
nor a Fossilist. The manners of the people, and 
the face of the country, are all he attempts to de« 
scribe, or seems to have thought- of. Much wert 
it to be wished, that they who have travelled into 
more remote, and of course, more curious, regions^ 
had all possessed his good sense. Of the state of 
learning, his observations on Glasgow university 
shew he has formed a very sound judgement. Ho 
understands our climate too, and he has accurately 
observed the changes, however slow and impercepti« 
ble to us, which Scotland has undergone, in oonse* 
quence of the blessings of liberty and internal 
peace. I could have drawn my pen through the 
Story of the old woman at St. Andrews, being the 
only silly thing in the book. He has taken the 
opportunity of ingrafting into the work several 
l^ood observations^ which I dare say be bad made 

5 
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upon men and things^ before he set foot on Scotch 
ground^ by which it is considerably enriched *• A 
long journey, like a tall May-pole, though not veiy 
beautiful in itself, yet is pretty enough, when oma- 
inented with flowers and garlands: it furnishes a 
sort of cloak-pins for hanging the furniture of your 
mind upon ; and whoever sets out upon a joumejr, 
without furnishing his mind previously with much 
study and useful knowledge, ierects a May-pole in 
December, and puts up very useless cloak -pins* 

^^ I hope the book will induce many of his coun- 
trymen to make the same jaunt, and help to inter- 
mix the more liberal part of them still more with us 
and perhaps abate somewhat of that virulent anti* 
pathy which many of them entertain against the 
Scotch: who certainly would never have formed 
those combinations whicli he takes notice of, more 
than their ancestors, had they not been necessary 
for their mutual safety, at least for their success, 
in a country .where they are treated as foreigners. 
They would find us not deficient^ at least in point 
of hospitality, and they would be ashamed ever afi* 
ter to abuse us in the mass. 

** So much for the Toun — I have now, for the 
first time in my life, passed a winter in the coun- 
try ; and never did three months roll on with 
more swiftness and satisfaction* I used not only 
to wonder at, but pity, those whose lot condemned 
them to winter any where but in either of the capiw 
tals. But every place has its charms to a cheerful 
mind* I am busy planting and taking measures for 

• Mr. Orme, one of the ablest historiaps of this age, is of the same 
opinion. He said to me, "There are in that book thoughts, which* 
by long revolution in the great tnind of JohnsaD» have bcea fiinncd and 
polisheii--Uke pebbles roUcd in the ocean !" 
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Opening the summer campaign in farming ; and I 
find I have an excellent resource, when revolutions 
in politicks perhaps/ and revolutions of the sun for 
certain, will make it decent for me to retreat behind 
the ranks of the more forward in life. 

^* I am glad to hear the last was a very busy 
week with you. I see you as counsel in some causes 
which must have opened a charming field for your 
humourous vein. As it is more uncommon, so I 
verily believe it is more useful than the more serious 
exercise of reason ; and, to a man who is to appear 
in publick, more eclat is to be gained, sometimes 
more money too, by a bon^mot, than a learned 
speech. It is the fund of natural humour which 
Lord North possesses, that makes him so much the 
favourite of the house, and so able, because so 
amiable, a leader of a party. 

** I have now finished ^t/ Tour of Seven Pages. 
In what remains, I beg leave to offer my compli* 
ments, and those of ma tres chere femmcy to you and 
Mrs* Boswell. Pray unbend the busy brow, and 
frolick a little in a letter to^ 

*^ My dear Boswell, 
" Your affectionate friend. 

** Georgb Dempster*." 

I shall also present the publick with a correspon- 
dence with the Laird of Rasay, concerning a pas- 
sage in the Journey to the Western Islands^ which 
shews Dr. Johnson in a very amiable light. 

« Every reader will, I am sure, join wiih me in warm adnairation of 

the truly pauriotick writer of this letter. I know not which most to ap^ 
plaud, — that good sense and liberality of mind, which could see and 
admit the defects of his native country , t^-iMhich no man is a more zea- 
loiit friend ^^-or that candour, which induc^ him iogivejustpralae tP 
the minilter vchom he honestly and strenuously oppoteii. 
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t6 jambs bosvbix* Bsa. 

'^ DEAB 8IB, 

<' I take this. occasion of returning y^ mj 
moat hearty thanks for tb^ civilities shown to my 
danghter by you and Mrs. Boswell. Yet, thMgk 
she has informed me that I am under this oUigs- 
tion, I should very probably have deferred troobiiif 
you with making my acknowledgments at presenti 
if I bad not seen Dr. Johnson's ^^ Journey to the 
Western Isles,*' in which he has been pleased to 
make a very friendly*^ mention of my faouly, for 
which I am sorely obliged to him^ as being more 
than an equivalent for the reception you and be met 
with. Yet there is one paragraph I sboold have 
been glad he had omitted^ which I am sure was 
owing to misinformation ; that is, that I bad so- 
knowledged M^Leod to be my chief, though my 
ancestors disputed the pre-emtoenoe for a long trad 
of time. 

^' I never had occasion to enter serioudy on this 
argument with the present laird or his grandfatheri 
nor could I have any temptation to such a renunci« 
atton from either of them. I acknowledge, the be- 
nefit of being chief of a clan is in our ds^y& of very 
little significancy, and to trace out the progress of 
this honour tq the founder of a family, of snjf 
standing, would perhaps be a matter of some dif- 
ficulty* 

^* The true state of the present ease is this: the 
M'Leod family consists of two different branches; 
the M'Leods of Lewis, of which I . am descended, 
and the M'Leods of Hants. And though the foi^ 
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Oer have lost a very extensive estate by forfeiture 
ia king James the sixth^s time, there are still several 
respectable £unilies of it eiisting, who would Justly 
Uame me for such an unmeaning cession, when they 
•U^ acknowledge me head of that family; which 
tfaott^ in fact it be but an ideal point of honour^ 
b not hitherto so far disregarded in our country, 
Vut it would determine some of my friends to look 
iHi me as a much smaPer man than either they or 
Biyself judge me at present to be. I will, therefore^ 
ask it as a favour of yon to acquaint the Doctor 
with the difficuhy be has brought me to. In tra- 
velling among rival clans, such a silly tale as this 
might eanly be whispered into the ear of a passing 
stranger ; but as it has no foundation in fact, I hope 
the Doctor will be so good as to take his own way 
ia tmdecetving the publick, I principally mean my 
friends and connections, who will be first angry at 
me, and next sorry to find such an instance of my 
Iktlcoesa recorded in a book which has a veiy fais 
chance of being much sead. I expect you will let 
WM know what be will write you in return, and \xe 
beve beg to make offer to you and Mrs. Boswell of 
most res|ieetful compliments. I am^ 

•• Dear siV, 

^ Your most obedient humble servant, 

« JoHw M'Lao©." 

TO THE XJlXID 09 BASAT. 

LofBdm, May S, 1775. 

« Tm day before yesteitlay I had the honour 
M^eive your letter, aod I uqmediately eomffltmiv 
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eated it to Dr. Johnson. He said he loved your ^mit^ 
and was exceedingly sorry that he had been the caus^ 
of the sntallest uneasiness to you. There is not a 
more candid man in the world than he is, when pro-^ 
perly addressed, as you will see from his letter to you^ 
which I now enclose^ He has allowed me to take; 
a copy of it^ and he says you may read it to your 
clan, or publish it if you please* Be assured^ sir^ 
that I shall take care of what he has entrusted to me^ 
which is to have an acknowledgement of his errour 
inserted in the Edinburgh newspapers* You will^ I 
daresay be folly satisfied with Dr. Johnson's bebfr» 
viour« He is desirous to know that you are ; and 
therefore* when you havQ read his acknowledgement 
in the papers, I beg you may write to me ; and if 
you choose it, I am persuaded a letter from you to 
the Doctor also will be taken kind. I shall be at 
£dinbui;gh the week after nexU 

'^ Any civilities which my wife and I had in our 
power to shew to your daughter, MissM^Leod, 
were due to her own merit, and were well rqiaid 
by her agreeable company. But I am sure I should 
be a very unworthy man if I did not wish to shew a 
grateful sense of the hospitable and genteel manner 
in which you were pleased to treat me. Be assured, 
my dear sir, that I shall never forget your goodness^ 
and the happy hours which I spent in Rasay. 

"You and'Dr. M*Leod were both so obliging 
as to promise me an account in writing, of all the 
particulars which each of you' remember, concern^ 
ing the transactions of 1745-6. Pray do not for- 
get this, and be as minute and full as yoli dan » pbt 
down every thin^ ; I have a great curiosity to know 
as much as I can^ authentically. . . 
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■ ^ I beg that you may present my best refepects 
to Lady Rasay, my compliments to your ybun^ 
family, and to Dr. M*Leod ; and my hearty good 
wishes to Malcolm, with whom I hope again to 
shake hands cordially. I have the honour to be^ 

Dear sir, 
" Your obliged and faithful bumble servant, 

** James Boswell." 

Adtertisement, written by Dr, Johnson, and in- 
serted by his desire in the Edinburgh newspapers : 
—Referred to in the foregoing letter*. 

^* THE authour of the Journey to the Western 
•* Islands, having related that the M^Leods of Rasay 
** acknowledge the chieftainship or superiority of th^^ 
^' M*Leods of Sky ^ finds that he has been misinformed 
•* or mistaken. He means in a future edition to cor^ 
•* reel his errour, and wishes to be told of more, \f, 
*^ more have been discovered.^^ 

Dr. Johnson's letter was as follows : 

To THE L^JHD OP Rasay. 

■ 

Dear Sir, 

^' Mr. Boswell has this day shewn me a 
letter, in which you complain of a passage in '^ the 
Journey to the Hebrides." My meaning is mistaken*. 
I did not intend to say that you had personally made 
any cession of the rights of your house, or any ac- 
knowledgement of the superiority of M*Leod of 
Dunvegan. I only designed to express- what I 
thought generally admitted, — that the house of. 
Rasay allowed the superiority of the house of Dun* 
vegan. Even this I now find to be erroneous^ and 

* The original MS. is now in my possession. 
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will therefore omit or retraot it in the 
edition. 

<' Though what I bad said had been ttiie« if it 
bad been disagreeable td )*ou, I should have wished 
it unsaid ; for it is not tiiy business to adjust preoe^ 
dence« As it is mistaken^ I find niyself disposed to 
correct, both by my respect for yoti^ and my re* 
verence for truth. 

" As I know not when the book will be reprinted^ 
I have desired Mr. Boswell to anticipate the correc- 
tion in the Edinburgh papers. This is all that 
can be done. 

*^ I hope I may now venture to desire that my 
compliments may be made^ and my gratitude ex- 
pressed, Co Lady Kasay, Mr. Malcolm M*Leod, Mn 
Donald McQueen, and all the gentlemen and all the 
ladies whom I saw in the island of Rasay ; a place 
which I remember with too much pleasure and too 
much kindness, not to be sorry that my ignorance^ 
or hasty persuasion, should^ for a single moment^ 
bave violated its tranquillity. 

<« I beg you all to forgive an undesigned and in- 
voluntary injury, and to consider me aSj 

" Sir, your most obliged, 
^< and most humble servant, 

IflOdoo, May 6, 177*- « SaM- JoHNSON*.**^ 

It would be improper for me to boast of my o#ii 
labottts ; but I cannot refrain from publishing such 
praise as I received from such a man as Sir William 
Forbes^ of Pitsligo, after the perusal of the original 
nuMMscript of my JoumaL 

* Rasay wa» highly gratified^ and aiftenviiids tisited and dined witk 
l)r. Johnaoi^ at hb houie in London* 
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TO JAMBS BOSWELLy BSa. 

Edinburgh^ March f, I777. 
'^ MT DEAR SIR, 

** I ought to have thanked you sooner, for 
your very obliging letter, and for the singular con^ 
iSdenee you are pleased to place in me, when you 
trust me with sach a curious and valuable deposit as 
the papers you have sent me *. Be assured I have a 
due sense of this favour, and shall faithfully and 
carefully return them tp you. You may rely that 
I shall neither copy any part, nor permit the papers 
to be seen. 

** They contain a curious picture of society, and 
form a journal on the most instructive plan that 
can possibly be thought of; for I am not sure that 
an ordinary observer would become so well acquainted 
either with Dr. Johnson, or with the manners of the 
Hebrides, by a personal intercourse, as by a perusal 
of your Journal. 

^* I am very truly, 
** Dear Sir, 
*' Your most obedient, 

** And affectionate humble servant, 

" William Forbes." 

When I consider how many of the persons men- 
tioned in this Tour are now gone to ^' that undisco* 

* Injustice both to Sir William Forbes, and myselP, it is proper to 
mentioay that the papers which were submitted to his perusal con* 
tained only aii accoant of our l*our from the time that Dr. Johnsoa 
and I set out from Edinburgh (p. 46), and consequently did not con- 
tain the elogium on Sir William Forbes, (p. l6), which he never saw 
till this book appeared in print ; nor did he even know, when he 
itrote the above letter, that this Journal was to be published. 

F p 



4U JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

vered country, from ivhose bourne no traveller 
turns/* I feel an impression at once awful and ten- 
der. — Reqviescant in pace I 

It may be objected by some persons, as it has 

been by one of my friends, - that he who has the 
power of thus exhibiting an exact transcript of con- 
versations is not a desirable member of society. I 
repeat the answer which I made to that friend :-^» 
^' Few, very few, need be afraid that tl^eir sajings 
will be recorded. Can it be imagined that I would 
take the trouble to gather what grows on every 
hedge, because I have collected such fruits as the 
Nonpareil and the Bon Chretien ?*' 

On the other hand, how useful is such a faculty, 
if well exercised I To it we owe all those interest- 
ing apophthegms and memorabilia of the ancients^ 
which Plutarch, Xenophon, and Valerius Maximus, 
have transmitted to us. To it we owe all those in- 
structive and entertaining collections which the 
French have made under the title of jina^ affixed 
to some celebrated name. To it we owe the Table^ 
Talk of Selden, the Conversation between Ben John- 
son and Drummond of Hawthornden, Spence's 
jinecdotes of Pope, and other valuable remains in 
our own language. How delighted should we have 
been, if thus introduced into the company of Shak- 
speare and of Dryden, of whom we know scarcely 
any thing but their admirable writings ! What plea- 
sure would it have given us, to have known their 
petty habits, their characteristick manners, their 
modes of composition, and their genuine opinion 
of preceding writers and of their contemporaries 1 All 
these are now irrecoverably lost. — rConsidering how 
many of the strongest and most brilli^t effiisions 
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of enlted lotdlect must have perished, how much 
is it to be regretted that all men of distinguished 
wisdom and wit have not been attended by friends^ 
of tdste enough to relish, and abilities enough to 
register their conversation ; 

Vixere fortes ante AgamemnoDa 
Multi, sed omnes illacrymabiles 
Urgentar, ignotiqne loiiga 
Noct^, carent quia vate sacro. 

They whose inferiour exertions are recorded, as 
$erving to explain or illustrate the sayings of such 
men, may be proud of being thus associated, and of 
their names being transmitted to posterity, by being 
appended to an illustrious character. 

Before I conclude, I think it proper to say, that 
I have suppressed * every thing which I thought 

* Having iband^ on a revision of the first edition of this work, 
that, notwithstanding my best care; a few observations had escaped me^ 
which arose from the instant impression, the publication of which 
might perhaps be considered as passing the bounds of a strict decorum, 
I immediately ordered that they should be omitted in the subsequent 
editions. 1 was pleased to find that they did not amount in the whole 
to a page. If any of the same kind are yet ltd, it is owing to inadver* 
tence alone, no man being more unwilling to give pain to others than 
I am. 

A contemptible scribbler, of whom I have learned no more than 
that, after having disgraced and deserted the clerical character, he picks* 
4ip in London a scanty livelihood by scurrilous lampoons under a 
feigned name, has impudently and falsely asserted that the passages 
omitted were defamatory, and that the omission was not volun- 
tary, but compulsory. The last insinuation I took the trouble publtckly 
to disprove ; yet, like one of Pope*s dunces, he persevered in " the 
lie overthrown.'* As to the charge of defamation, there is an obvious 
and certain mode of refuting it. Anv person who thinks it worth 
^'hile to compare one edition with the other, will find that the passages 
omitted were not in the least degree of that nature* but exactly such 
as I have represented them in the former part of this note, the hasty 
effusion of momentary feelings, lA^ich the delicacy of politeness should 
have suppressed. % 

F F 3 
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could really hurt any one now living. Vanity and 
self-conceit indeed may sometimes suffer. With re- 
spect to what is related^ I considered it my duty to 
'* extenuate nothing, nor set down aught in malice ;** 
and with those lighter strokes of Dr. Johnson's satire, 
proceeding from a warmth and quickness of ima- 
gination, not from any malevolence of heart, and 
wtiich, on account of their excellence, could not be 
omitted, I trust that they who are the subject of 
them have good sense and good temper enough not 
to be displeased. 

I have only to add, that I shall ever reflect with 
great pleasure on a Tour, which has been the means 
of preserving so much of the enlightened and in- 
structive conversation of one whose virtues will, I 
hope, ever be an object of imitation, and whose 
powers of mind were so extraordinary, that ages 
may revolve before such a man shall again appear. 
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No. I. 

Injustice to the ingenious Dr. Blacklock^ /publish 
the following letter from him^ relative to a passage 
inp» 54, 

TO JAMES BOSWELL^ ESQ. 
DEAR'SIR^ 

JrXAVING lately had the pleasure of reading 
your account of the journey which you took 
with Dr. Samuel Johnson to the Western Isles, I 
take the liberty of transmitting my ideas of the con- 
versation which happened between the doctor and 
myself concerning Lexicography and Poetry, which, 
as it is a little different from the delineation exhi- 
bited in the former edition of your Journal, cannot, 
I hope, be unacceptable ; particularly since I have 
been informed that a second edition of that work 
is now in contemplation, if not in execution : and I 
am still more strongly tempted to encourage that 
hope, from considering that, if every one concerned 
in the conversations related, were to send you what 
they can recollect of these colloquial entertainments, 
many curious and interesting particulars might be 
recovered, which the most assiduous attention could 
not observe, nor the most tenacious memory retain. 
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A little reflection, sir, will convince you, that there 
is not an axiom in Euclid more intuitive nor more 
evident than the doctor's assertion that poetry was 
of much easier execution than lexicography. Any 
mind therefore endowed with common sense, must 
have been extremely absent from itself, if it disco* 
vered the least astonishment from hearing that a 
poem might be written with much more facility 
than the same quantity of a dictionary. 

The real cause of my surprise was what appeared 
to me much more paradoxical, that he could write 
a sheet of dictionary with as much pleasure as a sheet 
of poetry. He acknowledged, indeed, that the lat- 
ter was much easier than the former. For in the one 
case, books and a desk were requisite ; in the other, 
you might compose when lying in bed, or walking 
in the fields, &c. He did not, however, descend to 
explain, nor to this moment can I comprehend, 
how the labours of a mere Philologist, in the most 
refined sense of that term, could give equal plesU 
sure with the exercise of a mind replete with elevated 
conceptions and pathetic ideas, while taste, fancy, 
and intellect were deeply enamoured of nature, and 
in full exertion. You may likewise, perhaps, re- 
member, that when I complained of the ground 
which Scepticism in religion and morals was * con- 
tinually gaining, it did not appear to be on my own 
account, as my private opinions upon these impor- 
tant subjects had long been inflexibly determined. 
What I then deplored, and still deplore, was the 
unhappy influence which that gloomy hesitation had, 
not only upon particular characters, but even upon 
life in general ; as being equally the bane of action 



APPENDIX. 459 

in our present state, and of such consolations as we 
might derive from the hopes of a future. 

I have the pleasure of remaining with sincere 
Esteem and resf^ect. 

Dear Sir, 
Tour most obedient humble servant, 

Edinburgh, Nov. 12, 1785. THOMAS BLACKl-OCK. 

I am very happy to find that Dr. BIacklock*s 
apparent uneasiness on the subject of Scepticism was 
not on his own account, (as I supposed) but from a 
benevolent concern for the happiness of mankind. 
With respect, however, to the question concerning 
poetry, and composing a dictionary, I am confident 
that my state of Dr. Johnson's position is accurate. 
One may misconceive the motive by which a person 
is induced to discuss a particular topick (as in the 
case of Dr. Blacklock's speaking of Scepticism); 
but an assertion, like tha_t made by Dr. Johnson^ 
cannot be easily mistaken. And indeed it seems not 
very probable, that he who so pathetically laments 
the drudgery to which the unhappy lexicographer is 
doomed, and is known to have written his splendid 
imitation of Juvenal with astonishing rapidity, should 
have had '^ as much pleasure in writing a sheet of 
a dictionary as a sheet of poetry.'* Nor can I con* 
cur with the ingenious writer of the foregoing let* 
ter, in thinking it an axiom as evident as any in 
Euclid, that " poetry^ is of easier execution than 
lexicography/' I have no doubt that Bailey, and 
the " mighty blunderbuss of law," Jacob, wrote 
ten pages of their respective Dictionaries with more 
ease than they could have written five pages of 
poetry. 
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If this book should again be reprinted, I shall, 
with the utmost readiness correct any errours I may 
have committed, in stating conversation^, provided 
it can be clearly shewn to me that I have been in- 
accurate. But I am slow to believe, (as I have 
elsewhere observed) that any man's memory, at the 
distance of several years, can preserve facts or say- 
ings with such fidelity as may be done by writing 
them down when they are recent : and I beg it may 
be remembered, that it is not upon memory^ but 
upon what "WdLS-writien at the time^ that the authen- 
ticity of my Journal rests. 
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No. II. 

I • • 

VERSES written by Sir Alexander (now Lord) 
Macdonald ; addressed and presented to Dr. 
Johnson^ at Armidale in the Isle of Sky. 

Viator^ o qui nostra ' per' squora 
Visurus agros Skiaticos venis^ 
£d te salutaates tributim 
Uadique conglomerantur oris. 

Donaldiani, — quotquot in insulls 
Compescit arctis limitibus mare; 
Alitque jamdudum, acalendos 
Piscibus indigenas fovebit. 

Ciere fluctus siste, Procelliger^ 
Kec tu laborans perge, precor, ratis, 
Ne conjugem plangat marita, 
Ne doleat soboles parenten^. 

Nee te vicissim poeniteat virum 
Luxisse 5— vestro scimus ut aestuact 
Id corde luctantes dolores^ 
Cum feriant inopina corpus. 

duidni ! peremptum clade tuentibus 
Plus semper illo qui moritur pati 
Datur, doloris dum profundos 
Pervia mens aperit recessus. 

Valete luctus ; — hinc Jacrytnabiles 
Arcete visus : — ibimus, ibimus 
Superbienti qua theatro 
Fmgalis memorantur aulse. 
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Illustris hospes ! mox spatiabere 
Qua mens ruins ducta meatibos 
Gfludebit explorare aztas, 

Buccina qua cecinit triamphos; 

Andin ? reiiurgens spirat anhelita 
Doxtisitato^ suscitac effic^x 
Poeta maneS) ingruitque 
Vi solita redivivu9 horror, 

Abacna quassans tela gravi maaa 
Sic ibat atrox Ossiaai pater : 
Quiescat uma^ stet fidelis 
' Phenonius vigil ad faviliam. 
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Aberdeen, 71. 

Adams^ Rev. Dr., S7K 

Addison's ' Remarks on f taly/ 920. 

' Adventures of a Guinea,' S86 

Affectation of dying men, 419. 

Allan, Captain of Clanranald, £07* 

Anaitis, Temple of the Goddess, 217, 220. 

Anderson, Mr. 985. ^ 

Anoch, 924. 

Arabs, remarkable for long fasting, 1 19. 

Arbuthnot, Mr. Robert, 17, 20. 

Areskine, Sir John, 901 . 

Argyle, Archibald, Duke of, 358, 966. 

, grandeur of his seat, 969. 

, Dr. Johnson, presented to, s6q* 

, his letter to Dr. Johnson, 979* 

.^ Duchess of, 973. 

, Dr. Johnson's droll expressbn respecting, 974. 

Armidale, 199, 281. 

Arms, 970. 

Army officers, ignorance of, 415* 

Atheism, 95. 

Atonement, doctrine of, 76. 

Attainments, literary and religious, not to be described as too hard, 927. 

Auchinleck, an account of, 995. 

, Lord (the Author's father) character of, 991. 

, his idea of Dr. Johnson, 392. 

and Dr. Johnson in collision, 998. 

his styling Dr. Johnson the Ursa Major, 400. 

Authours, attacks upon, serviceable to them, 279» 417. 

, observations upon their not practising what they teach, 206« 

fi 
Bacon's 'History of Henry the Seventh,* 21 9. 
Banks, Mr. 249. 
Baxter's, « Anacieon,' 999. 
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fiayle, confutation of, 2Q4, 

Beaton^ Cardinal, 51. 

, Mr. 228, 

Beattie, Dr. 2, 4> 17, 290. 

his letter to the aiithonr, 4. 

his pension, 375. 

fieauclerky Tophain, Esq. 247. 

9 Lady Sydney, 804. 

Beauty, insipid, of litde worth, 232. 

Bentley, l66, 280. 

Bi<^raphy, 242. 

esteemed by Dr. Johnson, and why, 67. 

defects as well as virtues, the proper subject of^ 240. 

Birch, Dr. 258. 

Bishops, pronoiion of, 68. 

Blacklock, Dr. 34, 489. 

, his letter to the authour, 437. 

Blackstone, Sir William, 1 99. 
Blair, Rev. Dr. Hugh, 29. 

, his letter to the authour, 4 14. 

Bond, honourable preamble of one, 262 

Bonnetta, a merchant ship, why called so, 832. 

Book, a present by Dr,. Johnson to the Itfndlord's daughter at 

Anoch, 127. 
Books, number of, in Sky, 266. 

the best solace in coniinetnent, 902. 

Borough English, 332. 

Boswell, (.the Authour of this Journal) someaecoont of, 89. 

......... hit comparison, on' having prevailed with Dr. Johnson to 

visit the Hebrides, 214. 

, his defence of the ardour of his pursuits, 214. 

, his Journal praised by Johnson^ 227, 267, 282, 317. 

, his assiduous attention to Johnson, 27 1. 

, his apprehensions during a storm at sea, 288. 

.' , hi? employment on ship-board, 289. 

to be bribed by flattery, 315. 

• , his declared intention of writing Johnson's Life, 322. 

, his regrbt at discontinuing his Journal, SQl . . 

, his imitating the lowing of a cow, 413. 

, his letter to Dr. Robertson, 3. 

, to Dr. Beattie, 4. 

to Lord Monboddo, 62. 

to David Garrick, Esq. 359. . 

to the Laird of Rasay, 429. 

,pr. 37. 

, Mrs. her particular attention to Dr. Johnson^ 1 1, 13. 

, , Veronica, 13. 
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Bofdy Hon. Charles, S5. * 

Braidwrood, Mr., his academy for the deaf and dariib, 4l0« 

Brewse, Major, llK 

Brodie, Laird of, 906. 

Browne, Isaac Hawkins, 145. 

Buck, ludicrously applied to Dr. Johnson, 177- 

Buildings, religious, neglect of, 377 • 

Burke, Mr. his various and extraordinary talents, S, 20; 211, 275> 340. 

Bumet*s ' History of his own Times,' SQS. 

Boder's ' Hodibias/ 285. 

C 

Cadogan, Dr. his treatise on the gout criticised, 207- 
Caledonian Mercury, 33*. 
Caldermanse, 107. ' 
CampbtU, General, 264. 

, Hon. Archibald, 370. 

,Mr.388. 

Campbell's < Britannica ElucidaU,* 335. 

Cards, 420. 

Cane, Rev. Mr. 15. 

Carte's Life of the Duke of Ormond/ 304. 

Cascade, 205. 

Castiglione's ' II Corteggiano,* 23 1 . 

Catechism, Chureh of England, 59. 

Caves, 164, 171, 195, 239, 343. 

Chambers, Mr. 5, 10. 

Character, nice trait of, 373. 

Charity, rules for the distribution of, 389. 

Charles, the Fjrst, 358. 

Chastity of women, 208. 

Chatham, Lord, 139. 

Cheyne, Dr. his rule for living, 144. 

Chieftain, what should be his sentiment,. 253* 

Chohnondeley, .Mrs. 250. 

Cibber, Mrs. 114. 

Clamours, popular, 45. 

Clarke, 294. 

Clergy, Scottish compared with the EnglisK 

Clive, Mrs. 114. 

Cloth, watoking, 170. 

Club, Literary, 64, 96. 

at the Boar's head, Eastcheap, 249« 

Col, island of, 29O, 308, 309. 
Colquhoun, Sir James, 377- 

, Lady Helen, 380. 

Colvill, Lady, 411. 
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CompositioDf las tractions relative to^ 54. 

Conveniehces often uoaccountably neglected, l6it 

Conversations, the power of exhibiting, obserratioiip lipMI» 4S4* 

Cooke, Mr. his singular presentation of Foote, S6« 

Coote, Sir Eyre, 111. 

Corrichaiachin, 136. 

Cottages, description of those in Sky» S60. 

Cou n try Li fe, 1 49 . 

• gentleman, life of, 96. 

neighbours, 366. 

Court of Sessions, naode of pleading at, 4lO 

Courts, German, 281. 

Craig, Mr. 56. 

Credulity, English not less than Scotch, 404 

Creeds and Confessions, 1 07* 

Criticism, 112. 

Crosbie, Mr. his comparison of the Eo^iah and ScoCi, 10* 

Crosses, 16 1. 

Cucumbers, 296. 

Collen, Dr. 33. 

, Mr.31. 

CuUoden, battle of, I29, I89. 
Cumberland's ' Fashionable Lovers*, 168. 
* Cumming, the Quaker, 232. 
Cuninghame, Sir John, 388. 
Cunning, 21 6. 
Custom, singular, 34 1 . 
• Cyder/ Philips's Poem, 65. 

D 

Dalrymple, Sir David, 37. 

, Sir John, 418. 

Danes, colony of, 53. 

Death, observations on, 171> 197» 327. 

vi^arrants signed by Sixtus QuintHS on his death-bed, 241. 

Dedications, difference between and histories, ^^92. 

Dempster, Mr. 424. 

Derrick, Samuel, Esq. 104, 242. 

Dick, Sir Alexander, 36. 

Dirk, use of the, 203. 

Dispatch, bustling not necessary to, 317* 

Doddridge, Dr. 277. 

Dog-fighting, 340. 

Donne, Dr. 358. 

Douglas, Duchess of, 31. 

, Lady Lucy, 374. 
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Dretsing* different modes of» 55. 

Drinking, thoughts on, SS7. 

Druids temple, ()5, 126. 

Dnimmond, Mr. 81, 401. 

Drunkenness, S51, S63. 

Dryden, 241. 

DaclUng, 12, 231. 

Dunbui, a remarkable rock, 87* 

Dun, Rev. Mr. SQS. 

Dun Can, a high mountain, 1^, I^. 

Dunvegan castle, 204. 

, description of, 234. 

Durham ' On the Galatians,* 399- 

E 
Edinbnigh, unpleasant to walk in at night, 11. 

, surveyed, 27i 

castle, 402. 

Education, 87* 

, publick and private, 72. 

Eglintoune, Earl of, ISQ, dgO. 

, Countess of, 889* ^fil- 

Elgin cathedral, 102. 

Elibank, Loid, 2, 5, 327, 401, 40Q. 

, Dr. Johnson's character of, 402. 

, his letter to the authour, 173. 

to Dr. Johnson, 174. 

Emig^uin, 15, 66, 125/ 172, 202, 283, 308. 
English and Jewish history compared, 362. 
Entails, Dr. Johnson's opinion of, Sg. 
Enthusiasm, ancient Highland, 140. 
Epictetus on the voyage of death, 285. 

Epigram, 277* 

Epitaphs, 38, ^141, 307. 

Errol, Eariof, 85, Ql. 

Erse, poetry, 324. 

Estate, grounds on which the sale of one may be ^t M^ 33^. 

Evil, origin of, 104, 381. 
Execution, an account of one, Q%. 

F 

Faith, Catholick, obscrvauons on, Sg. 
Fame compared to a shuttlecock, 417. 
Families, old, respect for on the decay, (K- 
Family chronicle, 220. 
pride, 26g. 
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Faulkner^ Mr. George* S£. 

Ferguson, Dr< Adam^ 30. 

Feme, Mn 110. 

Feudal authority, 349. 

Fife. EarU 98. 

FiDdlater, TK>rd, 100. 

Fladda, isle of, l64. 

Foote, Samuel, Esq. 25. 

Forbes, Sir William, 13, SO. • 

, his letter to the antfaour^ 488. 

,Mr. 68. 

Fort- Augustus, IIQ. 

George, 110. 

Foulis, Messrs. S76. 

, Sir James, 189. 

Fox, 166. 

Fraser, Mr. g^. 

Frenchmen, credulity of, 848. 

Friendships, old, importance of, 18C». 

Funeral, a singular one, 287. 

G 

Grardening, oriental, 17Q. 

Garrick, David, Esq. 114, 2^, 279. 

, his embarrassment in Westminster hall, 245. 

and Foote compared, 407. 

, his letter to the authour, SOl . 

Ga taker, * On Lots and on the Christian Watch,' 811. 

Genius, question concerning, 23. 

Gerrard, Dr. 118. 

Glasgow, surveyed, 885. 

Gleg* Mr. 6U 

Glenelg, wretched inn at, 135. 

Glenmorison, Laird of, 125. 

Glensheal, 129. 

Goldsmith, Dr. 128, 280, 818. 

, anecdote of, 84. 

, his love of talk, 282. 

Good-humour, acquirable, 209. 
Goodness, natural, observations upqn, 818. 
Gordon^- Sir Alexander, 78. 

, Hon. Alexander, 413. , 

, Thomas, 72. 

Gory, Lord Monboddo*s servant, 70. 
Grace, observations upon. 111. 
Grange, Lady, her confinement, 228. 
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Hailes, Lord, 87. S58. 

, his letter to the autHmir, 4ft». 

Hmikon, Doke of, 40i. 

..^ , Lady Betty, 3^8/ 878. 

,Mr.s6. 

HamoiMrs ' liOve Elegies,* 074^ 
Happiness not to be found in this lift^ 17^. 

, in a cottage, considered, 300. 

JImms, Mr. 994. 

Hawthomdeii, 419^ 

Jlawthomden*s < Cypress Grove,* 17K 

Hay's 'Martial/ 384. 

Hebrides, Martin's aeeoonl of, 1. 

Hervey*s 'Mediutions* criuoised, 394. 

Ben, Virgirs deseriptioQ of tlM entnusce of, compared to a printing* 

house, S92. 
Highlander, 4f7. 
Highlanders, the loyalty of, 193. 
HighlatMl hut, 180. 

hospitality, 147* 

Chief, ancient raiidence of, S29. 

r. Ibrest, 889. 

^ tradKtion lelatiivt to two Iwnses, 31L 

History, pmeral, 6?* 

ofEagUnd, 333. 

Holyrood house, 377. 

Homers tragedy of 'Douglas,** 876. 

Homer, 156. 

compared with Viigil, 67. 

, opinions respecting, 66. 

Hooke, Mr. 1G7. 

Hope, Dr. 491. 

House of Commons, Toy moderate talents teyiisite to make a figure 

in, 375. 
Houses, subterraneous, 16O, SS8. 
Hume, David, Esq. 17, 377, 980. 
Dr. A. Smith's panegyrical letter upon, 13. 

Hunting, Flench, 957. 
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Icolmkilly island of, 345. 

, sketch of the ruins of, 347. 

Janes, Mr. 138. 

Johnson, Dr. Samuel, rapid motion one of his most fiivourite tmuK- 

ments, 5. * 

, sketch of his general character, 5, 

, his prejudice against Sq<|4^<^ 9. 

, his ' Journey to the Western Islan<)i,f qiisapspreliBafled, 10. 

, his arrival in Scotland, 10.. , ' I i . 

, his bad specimen of Scotch cleanliness, 10. . 

, his contempt of tragic acting,. S6* '" - ^ 

, his observations 00 praX9r>' 3^^ < . « 

, his remark on writing, 88. • . 

, his assertion of its being easier to him to vi|iile.|Xietr]rth4 

compose his Dictionary, 35. . ^ , 

, Diary of his life, 41 ..••'. . 1 • 

, his method of composition, 55, 

presented with the freedon\ pf Aberdeen^ 7S« 

taken for a doctor of phj^sic^ 84. 

, his observations on Lord "iignixMQ, OO; . , ; 

, his object in visiting Scotland, 100. 

, his objection against hearing Principal Rober)sompr«icii» 1^ 

, his kindness to young M'Aqhkyi 110. 

, his happy art of gaining instruction, 1 17.. . . ,, ' . 

, his Dictionary, 118,279- ' •* 

\ on horseback, 120. : . ;. 

'. . , his generosity, 125. ^ . .t . 

out of humouri lS4t 2:^9* dl9> 328, 929* 38^..: 

I his Ode upou the isle of Sky, 144. . ■ . 

.\, his horror at the sight of some bomen booes, lS[), 338. 

his reverence for religious places, 160. , 

his discourse on death, 17I. 

, his letter to Lord Elibank, 174. 

out of spirits, I76. 

, his sleeping on the bed in which Prince Charles lay, I7<- 

, not fond of eating many kinds of fish, 204. 

, his fall on alighting from his horse, 204. 

,......., his abstaining from fermented liquors, 212. 

, his melancholy, 213. 

, his imaginary seraglio, 2 15. 

, his minute knowledge in various arts, 213, 248, SGQ. 

, hii feudal enthusiasm, 223. 

ibis being in the state in which Lfitd Bacon represiott 

kings, 234. 
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his pleasure In little things^ 25!^. 
his conviviality, 266. ' • / 
popular in the isle of Sky, 267. 
his gaiety with a Highland kdy, Si97« 
his spirit of adventure, 268. 
gradual impression made by, 278. 
his play of words, 285, 
his sickness at sea, 286. 
his mode of living in the Temple, 2^1 . 
his curious appearance on a shehie, 29 1 
his impetuosity of maimer^ 2Sf6.- 
his powers of ridicule, 299. 
his avidity for books, 811. 
his delicacy of feeling, 312. 
his high opinion of London, 314. 
his use of an uncommon phrase, 315. 
his particularities, 316. ' 
disgusted with coarse manners, 3l6. 

and the Authour*s princely reception during their tour, 326. 
loses his walking^dck,* 33 1 . 
his appearing as a Highlander, 326. 
his Latin verges On Inchkenneth, S37* 
his eulogtum on Col, 34 1 . 
his faith in the Christian religion, 343. 
his refusing to change wet clothes, 358,9* 
his drinking whiskey, 359. 
his meditation -on a pudding, 365. 
talking lai^ly, 366. 

his letter to the Duke of Argyle, 378. 
his politeness, 378. 

his negligence, 379, ^' . - < - 

his sentiments on dress, 380. 
his wonderful memory, 384. ' 

his alacrity during his tour, 384. 
his soliloquy, 385. 
his letter to the laird of Rasay, 431. 
his sentiments respecting the Highlands, 393. 
his character of a rapacious Highland Chief, 39^* 
his horror at death, 397. 
his high respect for the English cleigy, 398. 
his visits before leaving Edinburgh, 410, &c. 
handsome compliment paid him, 4l6. 
his parody of Sir J. Dalrymple*s Memoirs, 420. 
his observations on the Hebridean tour, 421. 
his advertisement, acknowledging a mistake in his ' Journey 
to the Western Islands/ 431. 
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Jodge^ English, 412. 

Juriidictionty heritable, \G$, 300. 

Impartiality, historical, 9^. 

Impostor, pretended brother of Dr. JtAmw^h 9<^« 

Inch Keith, island of, 43« 

Inchkenneth, island of» S24, 

Infidelity, 15^. 

Infidels, modem, 343. 

Infidel writings, increaaeof, S77* 

Intemperance, 8^. 

Interest, landed and traded, ^ooaapanad* 83i. 

Isa, island of, f69* 

Islands, prisons, $59. 

Inverary, S59. 

castle, 367. 

K 
Karnes, Lord, 389. 
Keith, Mr. 1 15. 

Kilda, curioas aceoant of the people of, 9i4. 
Kilmarnock, Lord, 93. 

King James IPs grandso n s e e Frinee Chailea Bdwud. 
King William, 959. 
Kingsburgh, 176, 209, 964. 
Knox, John, 50. 

L 

Labonr, dangeroos to increase the price .of^ 970. 

Lake, strange story respecting one, l6!9. 

Landlords, advice, to, 301. 

Langton, Bennet, Esq. 2 1 6. 

Languages, the pedigree of nations, 995. 

Laplanders, 339, 

Law-— Vicious intromission, 37* 

Literary property, 39, 60. 

Morder, 75. 
Lawyers, 14, 59. 
Laziness censured, 232. 
Lead-mine, 311. 
Learning in Scotland, 46. 
Leechman, Dr. 335. 
Leibnitz, 994. 
Leith, 41. 
Leonidas, 104, 
Letter, poetical, 128. 
Letters, studied conclusions of, 949. 
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Linen, the advantage ofurearing^ fl5. 

liteiarj men, mstractioos Ux writing the livct •( S4f • 

literati, Freoch, 2S0. 

Iit^ratare» French, S20. 

Literatme and patronage, 47* 

liocke, verses written by, 81. 

London, persons of conseqneifDe wWtfhed in# t50. 

and Pekin compared, S14. 

Loudon^ Earl of 

Louth, Bishop, 68. 

Lovat, Lords Thomas and Sunon, 88€^ 413. 

Loyalty, £01. 

Luther, 216. 

Luxury, d79. 

Lyttelton, Lord George, 141. 

M'Aulay, Mr. 106, 974. 

Macbeth's heath, 109. 

castle, 117* 

M'Craas, 131. 

M'Cruslick, 169. 

McDonald, Sir Alexander, 137» 161. 

, his verses addressed to Dr. Johnson, 441. 

, Sir James, 1S8. 

., his last letters to his mother, 14€. 

, Miss Flora, 171> 177^ 180, 181, 198, S64. 

, Lady Mary, S65. 

,Mr.n76. 

M'Kenzie, Sir George, his work critktsed, 210. 
M'Kennon, Laird of, 195. 

,Mr. 146. 

, Mrs. 150, 270. 

, Mr. juD. 149. 

M'Laurin, Mr. 37- 

M'Lean, young Laird of Col, 254, 258, 29O, 304, 82f, 838, 841, 949, 

, Captain, 29I. 

...-...., Rev. Hector, 294, 307. 

, Sir Allan, 334. 

, Miss, 329. 

M'Leod, Captain, 138. 

, Mr. Malcolm, 152, 184, I97. 

, Mr. Donald, 266. 

, Laird of, 168. 

, Lady, 205. 

• . , Miss, celebrated for her beauty, i70u 

, Dr. 176, 183, 195. 

, Colonel, 214. 

, Rev. Neal, 350. 



454 INDEX. 

M'Clare^ Captain^ S$l. 
M'Pherson, Mr. 14Q. 

, Dr. his ' Dissertations,* 204, 27 1* 

, his Latin poetry, 272. 

, Mr. Martin, 271, 273. 

M'Quarrie, Mr. 38 1 . * ... 

M<Qiieen, Rev. Donald, 13Q, 151, f 18, 224, 269. 

M*Sweyn, Mr. 296. 

Mallet, 167. 

Malone, Edmond, Esq. 1. 

Man, not naturally good, 20gu 

Manhood, proof of, 210. 

Manners, change of, 48, 232. 

, history of, the most valuable, C7. 

of ihe great families in Wales, 281. 

' Manners,* Paul Whitehead's, a poor performance, 104. 

Mansfield, Lord, I6, 412. 

Markham, Archbishop, 25. 

Marlborough, Duchess of, 167. 

Martin's account of the Hebrides, 1. 

Memory, strangely defective, 56. 

Mercheta Mulierum, 382. 

Methodism, 408. 

Middle state, 370. . 

Monarchy, English, 299. 

Monboddo, Lord, 33, 65. 

, Dr. Johnson's sentiments respecting, 70> 90> 

Montague, Mrs. her * Essay on Shakspeare,*. 246. 
Montrose, 306. 
Moravian missions, 408. 
Muck, Laird of, 226. 
Mull, island of, 320, 329. 

, sail to, 286. 

, coast of, 343. 

Murchison, Mr. 135. 
Murder, 12. 

, prescription of, 74. 

Murison, Principal, 51. 
Murray, Mr. 38. 

, Sir Alexander, 301. 

Musick, 60. 

• , danger of a knowledge of, 825. 

.N 
Nabobs, 94. 
Naime, Mr. 26, 41, 432. 



Necessity^ eternal, refuted, S5, . , ' * 

Newspapers, 361. 

Night-cap, 273. 

North, Lord, 260. 

Novel, < The Man of the World,' ^88. 

Nuns* island, 344. ' 

O 

Oatcakes, 157- 

Oats, a food not peculiar to the Scotch, Sd» 

Ode, on the hirth of Lord Kay, criticised, QS. 

Ogden on prayer, ^6, 36s,4. 

0*Leary, Father, 24. 

Orde, Lord Chief Baron, l6« 

Orrery, Lords, 239. 

Ossian, Poems of, their merit and aikthenticity discussed, 83, 82, I54| 

242, 243, 244, 408. 
Ostig, 271. 

Oughton, Sir Adolphus, 31, 32, 112. 
Ourang Outang, 34. 

P 
Paley*s < Principles of Moral and Politic^ Philosophy,* 199* 
Paoli, General, i. 
Paiadoxcs, 70, 
Parliament, observations respecting, 44. 

, member qf, 187» 

Pater Noster, singular remark upOD, 109* 
Peers, influence of, 45. 

, opposition to, 96S. 

Pembroke, Earl of, 7, U9 
Pennant, Mr. 146. 

, his Tours criticised, 221. 

Pennington, Colonel, 113. 

Penurv, 282, 325. 

Percy, Dr. 268. 

Peter the Great, folly of, 262. 

Philips, Sir John, 281. 

.. , l^ady, 281. 

Phipps*s Voyage to the North Pole, 238. 
Piety, influence of solemn scenes of, 349* 
Pitt, Mr. 361. 
Poetry easier of execution than lexicography, 48. 

of Savages, 229. 

Poets to be expected but seldom, 73. 

and soldiers compared, 126. 

Politeness of great consequeaoe to society^ ^« 
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Plc^tieal parties, inttractioiit to, 94. 

principles, difleraMe in eacieaaed by oppMidMb^ 40t. 

Polygamy, 2l6. 

Portraiu, Taloable in iainilict» 91^. 

compared mth historjr^ i i^ 

Pope aad Cowley compared, 358« 

Portree, harbour of, 172. 

Pow^, arbitrary, 90S. ' 

Powercourt, Lordi 257- 

Pride, 194. 

Primrose, Lady, IQt. 

Prince Charles Edwaid (King James IVs ^ni$Stii tti. 

, his distresses and escape, tsO, e£ se^* 

assumes the drefe ihd cRafactef 6t Uk Iiisl 

girl, 181. 

, t)is patriotisna, iSo. 

, his humanity , t87. 

• , his dread of assassinatton, 189. 

, his horse shot under him at Culto^eh, I89. 

, his opinion of the Highland corps, 19O. 

assumes the character of a servant, 191. 

». , an evtraordinaiy walker, IQl. 

^. , his courage, IQS. 

, his oddity of fiice, igs. 

, his unwHlingDcss to credit the burbaiity of ibt 

English army, I $2. 

• . • • • discovered by a Highland saldicr^ 199. 

in London in 17^9* 198. 

Principles and practice, 874. 

Pritchard, Mrs. 114. 

Prize-fighting, 230. 

Prospect, the noblest of a Scotchman> 403. 

Providence, a particular, 289. 

Pulteney, 351. 

R 

* Rambler,* Dr. Johnson^is, 3f I. , 

Rasay, 155. 

, Lakdof, 156, 

• , endued with Mti1Kll|^fl(f a <>lli4f. Ids. 

, his letter to the aothour, 428. 

., elegant entertai^Uhedt 4fy 190. 

, survey of, 169^ 

castle, rare accoromodatioii ^t| rd4. 

, young Laird of, 183, 195. 

Ratukin, a high mouutaiii^ (3d» 
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ReeoUection, past icenes pleasing in, 345. 

Reflections on the same suk^ect diffeient at dtfTerenl tMA^^ fSt* 

Reid» Dr. SB5. 

RelattOBt* advantages of faeigg pa 0Hi4 ffmn^ m^, M* 

Rdigion» 326. 

Resendnent, whether dlowaUe a dying nen^ Ml. 

RecimMBt, obsenwtioos upon, i^ 

Retvoipecty SQSt 

Reviewers, 8fla 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, gO, SQS* 

M bis otoenra»i»n* on J o bw y ^ e gsptngt, •> 

Riehes, infloence of, 100. 

Richardson, Mr. 4]£. 

Riddoch, Mr. 74. 

Ritter, Jeseph, 4a 

Robertson, Or. MTdlian, S, 19> SO, ^, Sly S«7» 40t. 

• , his libetality of teotifneot, 419. 

, his letters to the Anthowv 3# ^ 

, Dr. James, 30. 

,Mr.og. 

Roslyn castle, surveyed, 410. 
Roddiman, the giammaiian, 6$. 
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Sailon, life of, 1S6, S51, 417. 

Saint Colombo, 349. 

Paul, 52. 

Salisbury, Lady, 281. 

Sand-hills, 298. 

Savage pri, 99- 

Hfe eompated with dvflixcd, 6q, 70. 

Scaipa, island of, 163. 

Scepticism in morals and religpoo* 36, 499* 

Schools, 72. 

Scots, their learning, S51. 

Scotland and England compared, 3fil» 

Scott, Mr. 6, 10, 13. 

Seaforth, Lord, 131. 

Sea-sickness, 99ft. 

Second sight, 149, 154, 339, 374, 406. 

, disbelieved by the Scotch cleilf, 8t3. 

Sdden's « Table Talk,' 331. 
Self-deception, 806. 
Seraglio, 816. 
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Shakspeare^ Johnson's reason for not mentimiifa^ 6aniett in hit pra- 

face to, 240. ' >-• - - ' 

Sharp, Mks, 66. --••-.. 

Shaw, Dr. 56. 

Sheets, those Priece Charles slept ioj 188. 
Shelties, 29 1. •< ^ 

Shenstone, 374, * •'-•■ ' . ■ .• .' 

Shoes, Prince Charles's old ones, I'8i. : • / . 'i 

Simpson, Mr. 286. ' .' • 

Sextus Quintus, 241. 

Sky, isle of, 137. .. . • L •: ' 

Slains, seat of Lord Errol, compated with Moant Bdgnimbt, g$ 
Smith, Dr. Adam, 18, 20, 385. - . j 

Smollet, Dr. his epithet, 382. ' r 

, Mr. 981. 

Solander, Dr. SSQ. (K- . 

Soldiers, Oliver Xromweil's, 79» ■ .r. •:!*,*/ .r • 

, Arab and English eompbied, 118. • < ! i <•':! - t . . 

, English and Freoth, 23(k ♦ I . : 

Song, Jacobite, 264. • * » 

Sorrow, observations npon, 59, r * : 

Spades, those used in Sky, 266. . " . 

Specie, scarcity of, 257. ' ••''••' ' ^ ' 

Spence, 328. 

Spurs, Dr. Johnson's, 15S. 

Stage, the, 114. 

Stevenson, Dr. 385. 

Stockings, exported from Aberdeen, 74. . • » 

Stones, curious, 296. 

Storm, 286, 313, 324. 

Strife, the hill of, 239. 

Stuart, the house of, reflections upon, I96. 

'Student, The,' 36. 

Studies, particular minutes should be keprof^ 27t» 

Subordination, feudal state .of, 94. 

Subscription, ecclesiastical, 107. 

Suicide, 42. , * 

Sunday, observance of, 57. . • • . 

reading should be theological, 334. 

Supcriours, external deference to, proper, 9!. 

Superstitions, others beside those connected with relipoQ, 9t6» 

Suspense, painful state of, 148. 

Sweden, plan for visiting, 214. ..' 

Swift, character of his works^ 32. 

T 
Tait^Rev. Mr. 116. 



Talisker, 852. • ' ^/ . 

Talking, a powerful stimulus to action, 2g3.' * ' <. 

Targets, scarcely any now in the Highlaads, £10. 
Tenants, dependence of on landlords, 313/ 
' Theophilus Insulanus,* 226. 
Thrale, Mr. 282. 

, Mrs, 2, 247. 

, Dr. Johnson's Ode to, 147. 

Threshing, 269, 

Thule, island of, 27». 

Tobermorie, 319. • '" 

Tokens, 106. ' •- 

Toleration, liberal pi'oof of, 54. • .' . ' 

Tour, Pennant*s in Scotland, criticised, 112. 

Townsend, Lord, 371. 

Trade, no extraordinary qualities requisite to ensure tuocess la, 38^4 

TransubstantiatioD, bS. 

Trapaud, Mr. 122. 

• Traveller,* Goldsmith's poem, 857. • • 

Travels, incorrectness of writers of, 118. 

Trees, 57, 62, IO7, 254, 369. 

Trinity, mystery of the, 76. 

Trout, large, l69. 

Tull's ' Husbandry,* 3S6. 

Turnips, 301. 

Tyers, his remark upon Johnson^ 6l, 

Tytler, Mr.jun. 418. 

U Awn V. 

Union, Scottish with England, 251. 

, benefit to Scotland derived from the, 11 6. 

Valley, celebrated from Dr. Johnson's first conceiving the thought of 

writing his ' Journey,* 130. 
' Vanity of Human Wishes,* Johnson's poem, 37, 100. 
Veal, Scotch, 20. 
Village, is like a heart to a country, 175. 

W 

Walpole, Sir Robert, 351. 
Warburton, Bishop, 68. 

, his assertion respecting the Scotch clergy, 80. 

, his * Doctrine of Grace,' a poor performance, 80. 

and Louthj contest between, 112. 

Warm Bath, anecdote of, 294. 
Watson, Dr. 46. 

Wealth, use and importance of, 100. 
Webster, Dr. Alexander, 38. 
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Wen, CJIhnim'.. t57. 
Wesley,' Rev. John, 24. 

Whig, 277, a^l, 871, 

Whimsm, nnbeooming a cl^igrnuif)^ f5f* 

WhiiS^'s * Comrocntaiy/ 282. 

Whitefidd, Rev. Mr. 24. 

Wickedness easier than virtae, 217* 

Wilks, John, Esq. 179>dSl. 

Willtams, Sir Charles Hanbury, 274. 

Witchcraft, 33, 154. 

Witches, 103. 

Wives, choice of, 227^ 

Women, lin overmatch for men, 227* 

Worcester, hattie of, 331. 

Words, coinage of new ones. Its. 

Wren, Sir Chrisiophear, 252. 

Writing, aphoristick, 27. 

• • • and conversation compare^, 48. 

Y 
Yoong, Dr. 27^. 

, his < Conjectares on original Composition/ 27G- 

*., hb* Night Thoughu/ 276. 
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